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Ty E following Letters were written by my 
late Brother in anſwer to a Piece, which was 
firſt ſent him from the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, 
by way of private Leiter, containing ſome Ne- 
marks which that Gentleman had made on reading 
Theron and Aſpaſio. When my Brother had 
read it over, he thought it beſt to be ſilent, as 
il contained nothing which could materially affect 
his Judgment in regard to the Work it cenſured : 
For this Reaſon, as well as for Peace Sake, he 
laid it by him unanſwered. — Mr. Weſley then 
publiſhed a Pampblet, which he intitled, A Pre- 
ſervative againſt unſettled Notions in Re- 
ligion; in which, be printed the above-mentioned 
Letter. ON | 

This my Brother looked upon as a Summons to 
the Bar of the Public, and upon this Occaſion, in 
a Letter to à Friend, dated June 23, 1758, 


writes as follows. 
A 2 by My 


iv e. 


[** My dear Friend, 

&« T little thought, when I put Mr. Weſley's 
& Manuſcript into your Hand, that I ſhould ſee 
ce it in Print ſo ſoon. I took very little Notice 
6 of it, and let it lie by me ſeveral Months, with- 
«© out giving it an attentive Conſideration *. It 
« ſeemed to me ſo palpably weak, dealing only in 
e poſitive Aſſertions and poſitive Denials, that I 
ce could not imagine he would adventure it into the 
« World, without very great Alterations. But 
it is now come abroad, juſt as you received it, 
« inatwoShillings Pamphlet, intitled, aPreſer- 
ce vative againſt unfettledNotionsinReligion. 
« Of this Pamphlet what he has wrote againſt 
ce me, makes only a ſmall Part. Now then the 
ce Queſtion is, whether I ſhall attempt to anſwer 
it? Give me your Opinion, as you have given 
ce me your Aſfiſtance, and may the Father of 
e Mercies give you an Increaſe of Knowledge and 
& Utterance, of Peace and Toy in the Holy 
&© Ghoſt.” ] 

Between this and the October following, my 
Brother began the Lelters contained in this Vo- 
lume, of which he thus ſpeaks in another Letter 
to his Friend, dated October 24, 1758. 

“ My dear Friend, 

& Let me repeat my Thanks for the Troubleyou 
te have taken, and for the Aſſiſtance you have 

ce given 


cc 


* Afterwards he read it again, and gave it, what he 
calls in the Beginning of the iſt Letter, a careful Peruſal.“ 


e 1 


« given me in relation to my Controverſy with 
&« Mr, Welley ; he is ſo unfair in his Quotati- 
e ons, and ſo magiſterial in his Manner, that I 
ce find it no ſmall Difficulty, to preſerve the De- 
& cency of the Gentleman, and the Meekneſs of 
ce the Chriſtian, in my intended Anſwer : May 
© our divine Maſter aid me in both theſe In- 
& ſtances, or elſe not ſuffer me to write at all.“ 

When, in the December following, 1 was ſent 
for to Weſton, in the very laſt Period of my 
Brother long IlIneſs—1 aſked him (the Evening 
before he died) What he would have done with 
&« the Letters to Mr. Weſley, whether he would 
ce Have them publiſhed after his Death ?—He an- 
ce ſchered —Byno means, becauſe be had onlytranſ- 
« cribed about half of them fair for the Preſs, but 
« as the Corrections and Alterations of the latter 
ce Part were moſtly in Short-Hand, it would be 
& difficult to underſtand them, eſpecially as ſome of 
theShort-Hand was entirelyhisown, andothers 
ce could not make it out; therefore, he ſaid, as 
ce it is not a finiſhed Piece, I deſire you will think 
ce no more about it,” 

As theſe were his laſt Orders concerning theſe 
Letters, I thought it right to obey them, and 
therefore I withſtood the repeated Solicitations 
of many of his Friends, who wanted to have 
them printed; alledging the Service they 
might be of to allay the groundleſs Prejudices, 
which the Preſervative might occaſion in the 
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Minds ef many, againſt my Brother's other Writ- 
ings, as well as the Utility of them in general, as 


they containſo maſterly a Defence of © the Truth 
« it ie in JESUS.” 


But notwithſtanding the Regard I had for 
the Perſons who ſolicited the Publication, I could 
not be perſuaded to print the Letters ; and they 
never had appeared in Publick with my Conſent, 
had not a ſurreplitious Edition of them lately 
made its ay from the Preſs, and was I not un- 


der a firm Perſuaſion that will be followed by 
more, 


As this is the Caſe, 1 think it my Duty to the 
Memory of my late Brother, to ſend forth as cor- 
rect an Edition as I pofſibly can; for es to that 
which has appeared (From what Editor I know 
not,) it is ſo faulty, and incorrect, that but little 
Judgment can be formed from it, of the Propriety 
aud Force of my Brother's Anſwers to Mr, 
Welley. 


As to the Unfairnefs of publiſhing my Brother's 
Leiters without my Conſent, and the Injuſtice to 
bis Memory, in ſending ſo mangled a Performance 


out under his Name, they are los apparent to need 


any Proof ; and though the Editor, as 1 have 
been informed, gave away thewheole Impreſſion, ſo 
that it is plain, Lucre was not the Motive of bis 
Proceeding, and 1 would (Laritably bope be did it 
with a View of benefiting his Readers, yet it is ſo 

like 
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PREFACE. vii 


like doing Evil, that Good may come, as, in 
my Opinion, to be quite unjuſtifiable. 
However, as theonly waynow left to remedy in 


Some Sort what has been done, and to prevent a fur- 


ther Impoſition on the Publick, from worſe Moti ves 
thanattuatedthis Publiſher, Ibave called a Friend 
to my Aſſiſtance, and by this Means, preſent the 
Reader with as perfect a Copy of theſe Letters, 
as can poſſibly be made out from the original Ma- 
nuſcript now in my Hands. 

That the Reader may judge more clearly of the 
State of the Controverſy between my late Brother 
and Mr. Weſley, I have thought it right to ſub- 


join Mr. Welley's Letter, Word for Word, as it 


ſtands in the Preſervative. 


A LETTER to the Rev. Mr. 


DAR SiR, OZ. 15, 1756, 


Conſiderable Time ſince I ſent you a 
few haſty Thoughts which occurr'd to 
me on reading the Dialogues between Theron 
and A/paſio. have not been favour'd with 


any Anſwer, Yet upon another and a more 


careful Peruſal of them, I could not but ſet 
down ſome obvious Reflections, which I would 
rather have communicated, before thoſe Dia- 
logues were publiſh'd. 

Ix the firſt Dialogue there are ſeveral juſt 
and ſtrong Obſervations, which may be of 
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Uſe to every ſerious Reader. In the Second, 
is not the Deſcription often too laboured, the 
Language too ſtiff, and affected? Vet the Re- 


flections on the Creation (in the 3iſt and fol- 


lowing Pages) make abundant Amends for 
this. (I cite the Pages according to the Dub- 
lin Edition, having wrote the rough Draught 
of what follows, in Ireland.) 

P. 39. Is Juſtification more or leſs, than 
God's pardoning and accepting a Sinner thro” 
the Merits of CHriſt? That Gop herein © rec- 
kons the Righteouſneſs and Obedience which 
Chriſt performed as our own :” I allow, if by 
that ambiguous Expreſſion, you mean only as 
you here explain it yourſelf, © They are as 
effectual for obtaining our Salvation, as if they 
were our own perſonal Qualifications.” P. 41. 

of 43: « WE are not ſolicitous, as to any 
particular Set of Phraſes. Only let Men be 
humbled, as repenting Criminals at Chri/'s 
Feet, let them rely as devoted Penſioners on 
his Merits, and they are undoubtedly in the 
Way to a bliſsful Immortality.” Then for 
Chriſt's Sake, and for the Sake of the immortal 
Souls which he has purchaſed with his Blood, 
do not diſpute for that particular Phraſe, The 
imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. It is not ſcrip- 
tural ; it is not neceſſary. Men who ſcruple 
to uſe, Men who never heard the Expreſſion, 
may yet © be humbled, as repenting Criminals 
at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penſioners on 
his Merits.” But it has done immenſe Hurt. 
I have had abundant Proof, that the frequent 
Uſe of this unneceſſary Phraſe, inſtead of 
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five, eternal Life to his active Righteou 


ix 
te furthering Mens Progreſs in vital Holineſs,” 
has made them ſatisfied without any Holineſs 
at all; yea and encouraged them to work all 
Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. 

P. 43. To aſeribe Pardon to 8 

n 


eſs, 
is fanciful rather than judicious. His univer- 


ſal Obedience from his Birth to his Death, is 
the one Foundation of my Hope.“ 

Tris is unqueſtionably right. But if it be, 
there is no manner of Need, to make the Im- 
putation of his active Righteouſneſs, a ſeparate 
and laboured Head of Diſcourſe. O that you 
had been content with this plain ſcriptural 
Account, and ſpared ſome of the Dialegues 
and Letters that follow | 

TRE Third and Fourth Dialogues contain 
an admirable Illuſtration and Confirmation of 
the great Doctrine of Chriſt's Satisfaction. Yet 
even here J obſerve a few Paſſages, which are 
liable to ſome Exception. 

P. 54. © SATISFACTION was made to the 
Divine Law.“ I do not remember any ſuch 
Expreſſion in Scripture. This Way of ſpcak- 
ing of the Law as a Per/on injured and to be 


ſatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſible. 


P. 74. © THe Death of Chriſt procured the 
Pardon and Acceptance of Believers, even be- 
fore He came in the Fleſh.” Yea, and ever 
ſince, In this we all agree. And why ſhould 
we contend for any Thing more ? 

P. 120. ALL the Benefits of the New 
Covenant, are the Purchaſe of his Blood.” Sure- 
ly they are, And after this has been fully 

proved, 
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proved, where is the Need, where is the Uſe, 
of contending fo {trenuouſly, for the Imputa- 
tion of his Righteouſneſs, as is done in the Fifth 
and Sixth Dialogues ? 

P. 135. © Ir He was our Subſtitute as to 
penal Suſſerin gs, why not, as to juſtifying Obe- 
dience? 

Tu former is expreſly aſſerted in Scrip— 
ture. The latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there. 

P. 143. As Sin and Miſery have abounded 
through the firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have 
much more abounded through the ſecond. So 
that none can have any Reaſon to complain.” 
No, not if the ſecond Adam died for all. 
Otherwiſe all for whom He did not die, have 


great Reaſon. to complain. For they inevita- 


bly fall by the firſt Adam, without any Help 
from the ſecond, 

P. 148. Tne whole World of Believers” 
is an Expreſſion which never occurs in Scrip- 
ture: Nor has it any Countenance there: The 
World in the inſpired Writings being con- 
ſtantly taken either in an univerſal or in a bad 


Senſe : Either for the whole of Mankind, or 


for that Part of them who know not Gop. 


P. 149. © In the LoRD Dall all the Heuſe 
of Iſrael Ze DEW. It ought unqueſtionably 
to be rendered, “ By or through the LORD: 
This Argument therefore proves nothing. 
« Ye are complete in Him.“ Ihe Words lite 
rally rendered, are, Je are filled with Him. And 
the whole Paſſage, as any unprejudiced Reader 
may obſerve, relates to Sa::ctification, not 
Ju! tification. | 
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P. 150. TE are accepted for Chriſt's 
Sake; this 15 Juſtification through imputed 
Righteouſneſs.” That remains to be proved. 
Many allow the former, who cannot allow the 
latter. 

Theron. © I 8EE no Occaſion for ſuch nice 
Diſtinqtions and metaphyſical Subtleties. 

Aſp. You oblige us to make Uſe of them 
by confounding theſe very different Ideas, 
that is, CHriſt's active and paſſive Righteouſ- 
neſs.” 

I answer, We do not confound theſe : But 
neither do we ſeparate tnem, Nor have we 
any Authority from Scripture, for either think 
ing or ſpeaking of one ſeparate from the other. 
And this whole Debate on one of them ſepa- 
rate from the other, is a mere metaphyſical 
Subtlety. | 

P. 151. © Tr Righteouſneſs which juſti- 

fies us, 1s already wrought out.” A crude, 
unſcriptural Exprefſion ! It was /et on Foot, 
carried on, compleated.” —O vain Philoſophy! 
The plain Truth is, Chrift lived and taffed 
Death for every Man, And through the Me— 
rits of his Life and Death, every Believer is 
juſtified, 
P. 152. Whroever perverts ſo glorious 
a Dotrine, ſhews he never believed.” Not 
ſo. They who turn back as a Dog to the Vo- 
mit, had once e/ceped the Pul/utions of the Morid 
by the Knowledge of Chrilt. 

P. 153. 1 us Goodneſs of Gop leadeth 
to Repentance.“ This is unqueſtionably true.“ 
But the nice, metaphyſical Doctrine of imputed 

Rrghleauſueſs, 
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Righteouſneſs, leads not to Repentance, but to 
Licentiouſneſs. | 

P. 154. © Taz Believer cannot but add to 
his Faith, Works of Righteouſgeſs.“ During 
his firſt Love, this is often true. But it is 
not true afterwards, as we know and feel by 
melancholy Experience. 

P. 155. We no longer obey, ix order to 
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance.“ 
No: That Foundation is already laid in the 
Merits of Chriſt, Yet we obey, in order to 
our final Acceptance thro' his Merits. And 
in this Senſe, by obeying we lay a good Foun- 
dation, that we may attain eternal Life. 

F. 156. © Wr eftabliſh the Law : We pro- 
vide for its Honour, by the pertect Obedience 
of Chri/?.” Can you poſſibly think St. Paul 
meant this? That ſuch a Thought ever entered 
into his Mind? The plain Meaning 1s, We 
eſtabliſh both the true Senſe and the effectual 
Practice of it: We provide for its being both 
underſtood and practiſed in its full Extent. 

P. 157. On thoſe who reject the Atone- 
ment, juſt Severity.” Was it ever poſſible for 
them, not to reject it? If not, how is it juſt, 
'To caſt them into a Lake of Fire, for not do- 
ing what it was impoſſible they ſhould do? 
Would it be juſt (make it your own Caſe) to 

calt you into Hell, for not touching Heaven 
with your Hand? 

P. 159. „ JUSTIFICATION is complete the 
firſt Moment we believe, and is incapable of 
Augmentation.” 


Nor 
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Nor ſo: There may be as many Degrees in 
the Favour as in the [mage of Gop. 

P. 190. © ST. Paul often mentions a 
Righteouſneſs imputed: (Not a Righteouſneſs; 
never once; but {imply Rrghteouſneſs.) © What 
can this be, but the Righteorſneſs of Chriſt ?” 
He tells you himſelf, Rom. iv. 6. To Him that 
believeth on Him that juſtifieth the Ungodly, Faith 
is imputed for Righteouſneſs. © Why is Chriſt 
{tiled Jehovah our Righteouſneſs” Becaule we 
are both juſtified and ſanctified thro' Him. 

P. 191. My Death, the Cauſe of their 
Forgiveneſs, My Righteouſneſs, the Ground of 
their Acceptance,” 

How does this agree with P. 45. © To aſ- 
cribe Pardon to Chriſt's paſſive, Eternal Life to 
his AriveRighteouſnels, is fanciful rather than 
judicious.” 

P. 195. © He commends ſuch Kinds of 
Beneficence any, as were exerciſed to a Diſci- 
ple as ſuch.” Is not this a Slip of the Pen? 
Will not our Lokp then commend, and re- 
ward eternally, all Kinds of Beneficence, pro- 
vided they flow'd from a Principle of loving 
Faith? Yea, that which was exerciſed to a 
Samaritan, a Jew, a Turk or an Heathen ? 
Even theſe I would not term © tranſient 
Bubbles,” thoꝰ they do not procure our Juſtifi- 
cation. 

P. 197. © How muſt our Righteovſneſs 
exceed That of the Scribes and Phariſees? Not 
only in being ſincere, but in poſſeſſing a com- 
plete Righteouſneſs, even that of Chriſt. Did 
our Loko mean this? Nothing leſs. He ſpe- 
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cifies in the following Parts of his Sermon, 
the very Inſtances wherein the Righteouſneſs 
of a Chriſtian exceeds that of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. 

P. 198. He brings this ſpecious Hypo- 
crite to the Teſt.“ How does it appear, that 
he was an Hypocrite? Our Lord gives not 
the leaſt Intimation of it. Surely He loved 
him, not for his Hypocriſy, but his Sincerity! 

YrrT he loved the World, and therefore 
could not keep any of the Commandments in 
their ſpiritual Meaning. And the keeping of 
theſe is undoubtedly the Vay to, tho' not the 
Cauſe of, Eternal Life. 

P. 200. © By Works his Faith was made per- 
fe: appeared to be true.“ No: The natural 
Senſe of the Word is, By the Grace ſuperadded 
while he wrought thoſe Yorks, his Faith was 
literally made perfect. 

Ibid. «© He that doeth Righteouſneſs is rigb- 
teous— manifeſts the Truth of his Converſion.” 
Nay; the plain Meaning 1s, He alone 7s truly 
righteous, whole Faith worketh by Love. 

P. 201. © St. Jamts ſpeaks of the Juſti- 
fication of our Faith.” Not unleſs you mean 
by that odd Expreſſion, our Faith being made 
perfect: For ſo the Apoſtle explains his own 
Meaning. Perhaps the Word jy/tified is once 
uſed by St. Paul for manifeſted. But that does 
not prove, it is to be ſo underſtood here. 

P. 202. Wroso deeth theſe Things ſhall 
never fall into total Apoſtacy.“ How pleaſing 
is this to Fleſh and Blood! But David ſays no 
ſuch Thing. His Meaning is, Hho/o doeth 
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theſe Things to the End ſhall never fall into 
Hell. 

Taz Seventh Dialogue is full of 1 important 
Truths. Vet ſome Expreſſions in it I can't 
commendy 

P. 216. ONE Thing thou lackeft, the im- 
puted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt.“ You cannot 
think, this is the Meaning of the Text. Cer- 
tainly the one Thing our "Loxp meant was, 
The Love of Gob. This was the Thing he 
lacked. 

P. 222. Is the Obedience of Chriſt inſuffi- 
cient to accompliſh our Juſtification ?” Rather 
I would aſk, Is the Death of Chrift inſufficient 
to purchaſe it? 

P. 226. Tax Saints in Glory aſcribe the 
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the 
Lamb.” So do I: And yet I believe He 
« obtained for all a Poſſibility of Salvation.“ 

P. 227. © Tur Terms of Acceptance for 
fallen Man were a full Satigfaction to the Divine 
Jullice, and a complete Conformity to the Divine 
Law.” This you take for granted; but I 
cannot allow. 

Trex Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man 
are Repentance and Faith, Repent ye and be- 
lieve the Goſpel. 

ibid. © Türk are but Two Methods 
whereby any can be juſtified, either by a per- 
felt Obedience to the Law, or becaule Chriff 
hath kept the Law in our Stead.” You ſhould 
fay, © Or by Faith in Cbriſt.“ I then an- 
ſwer, This is true. And fallen Man is juſti— 
hed, not by peſfect Obedience but by Faith. 

What 
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What Chriſt has done is the Foundation of our 
Juſtification, not the Term or Condition of it. 

Ix the Eighth Dialogue likewiſe there are 
many great Truths, and yet ſome Things lia- 
ble to Exception. 

P. 253. © David GOD Himſelf dignifies 
with the moſt exalted of all Characters. J Far, 
very far from it. We have more exalted Cha- 
racters than David's, both in the Old Teſta- 
ment and the New. Such are thoſe of Samuel, 
Daniel, yea and Job, in the former, of St. 
Paul and St. John in the latter. 

« Bur Gopb ſtiles him a Man after his own 
Heart.“ This is the Text which has cauſed 
many to miſtake : For want of conſidering, 
Firſt, that this 1s faid of David in a particular 
Reſpe#t, not with Regard to his whole Cha- 
rater: Secondly, The Time, at which it was 
ſpoken. When was David a Man after God's 
own Heart? When God found him following the 
Eres great with Young, when He took him from 
the Sheep- Folds, P/. Ixxix. 71. It was in the 2d 
or zd Year of Saul's Reign, that Samuel ſaid to 
him, The Loxp hath ſought Him a Man after 
his own Heart, and hath commanded him to be 
Captain cver his People, 1 Sam. Xill. 14. But 


was he a Man after God's own Heart all his 


Life? Or in all Particulars? So far from it, 
that we have few more exceptionable Cha- 
rafters, among all the Men of God recorded 
in Scripture. 

P. 261. © THERE 7s not a juſt Man upon 
Earth that ſiuneth not.” Solomon might truly 
lay ſo, before Chriſt came, And St. John 

might 


4 

F 

I 5 * 
LS 
14 

4 - 

7 F 
4 5% 
A 1 
9 


7 
5 
; 
1 
| 
J 
4 
e 
. 
3 
2 
d 


xvii 


might after He came ſay as truly, Whoſeever is 
born of God ſinneth nt. But in many Things 
we offend all.” That St. James does not ſpeak 
thisof himſelf, or of real Chriſtians, will clearly 
appear, to all who impartially conſider the 
Context. 

TRE ninthDialogue proves excellentlywell, 
That we cannot be juſtified by our Yorks. 

Bur have you thoroughly conſidered the 
Words which occur in the 270th Page? 

© O CHILDREN of Adam, you are no longer 
obliged, to love Gop with all your Strength, 
nor your Neighbour as yourſelves. Once in- 
deed I infiſted upon abſolute Purity of Heart: 
Noro can diſpenſe with ſome Degrees of evil 
Deſire. Since Chri/?” has fulfilled the Law 
for you, ** You need not fulfil it. I will con- 
nive at, yea accommodate my Demands to 
your Weakneſs.“ 

I AGREE with you, That * this Doctrine 
makes the Holy One of Gop a Miniſter of 
Sin.” And 1s 1t not your own? Is nat this 
the very Doctrine which you eſpouſe through- 
out your Book ? 


| cannoT but except to ſeveral Paſſages 
alſo in the Tenth Dialogue. I aſk Firſt, 

P. 291. © Dots the Righteouſneſs of Goo 
ever mean“ (as you affirm) “ The Merits of 
Chriſt?” I believe not once in all theScripture, 
It often means, and particularly in the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, God's Method of juſtifying Sin- 
ders. When therefore you ſay, 

P. 292. TE Righteouſneſs of Gop 
means, ſuch a Righteouſneſs as may juſtly 

a challenge 
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challenge his Acceptance,” I cannot allow it 
at all: And this capital Miſtake muſt needs 
lead you into many others. But I follow you 
Step by Step. 

Ibid. In order to intitle us to a Reward, 

there muſt be an Imputation of Righteouſ- 
neſs.” Theremuſt bean Intereſt in Chriſt. And 
then every Man ſhall receive his own Reward 


according to his own Labour. 


P. 293. AREBEL may be forgiven, with- 
out being reſtored to the Dignity of a Son.“ 
A Rebel againſt anearthly King may; but not 
a Rebel againſt Gop. In the very ſame Mo- 
ment that Gop forgives, we are the Sons of 
Gop. Therefore this is an idle Diſpute. For 
Pardon and Acceptance, though they may be 
diſtinguiſbed, cannot be divided. The Words 
of Jobwhich you cite are wide of the Queſtion. 
Thoſe of Solomon prove no more than this, 
(and who denies it?) That Juſtification im- 
plies both Pardon and Acceptance. 

P. 295. Grace reigneth thro' Righteouſ- 


' neſs untoeternal Life, — That is, The free Love 


of Gop brings us through Juſtification and 
Sanctification to Glory. Bid. That they 
may receive Forgiveneſs and a Lot among the 
Sanctiſied: That is, That they may recelve 
Pardon, Holineſs, Heaven. 

Lid. Is not the Satisfaction made by the 
Death of Chri/t, ſufficient to obtain both our 
full Pardon and final Happineſs?” Unqueſti- 


onably it is, and neither of the Texts you cite 


Proven the contrary. 
P. 296, 
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P. 296. © Ir it was requiſite for Chriſt to 
be baptized, much more to fulfil the Moral 
Law.“ 

I cannorT prove that either the one or the 
other was requiſite in order to his purchaſing 
Redemption for us. 

P. 297. © By Chriſt's Sufferings alone, the 
Law was not ſatisfied.” Yes it was; for it 
required only the alternative, Obey or Die. It 
required no Man to obey and die too, If any 
Man had perfectly obeyed, he would not have 
died. Bid. Where Scripture aſcribes the 
whole of our Salvation to the Death of Chriſt, 
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the whole.” 
I cannot allow this without ſome Proof. He 
vas obedient unto Death is no Proof at all; a 
it does not neceſſarily imply any more, than 
that He died in Obedience to the Father. In 
ſome Texts there is a Neceſſity of taking a 
Part for the Whole. But in theſe there 1s no 
ſuch Neceſſity. 

P. 300. © CarIsT undertoot to do every 
Thing neceſſary for our Redemption: Name- 
ly, in a Covenant made with the Father. *Tis 
fure, He did every Thing neceſſary : But how 
does it appear, that He undertook this, before 
the Foundation of the World, and that by a 
politive Covenant between Him and the Fa- 
ther ? 

You think this appears from four Texts, 
1. From that, Thou gaveſt them to Me. Nay, 
when any believe, the Father gave them to 
Chrift, But this proves no ſuch previous Con- 
tract, 2, Gop hath laid upon Him the Iniqui- 

a 2 ties 
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ties of us all. Neither does this prove any ſuch 
Thing. 3. That Expreſſion, The Counſel of 
Peace ſhal! be between them, does not neceſſaril 
imply any more, than that both the Father 
and the Son would concur in theRedemprion of 
Man. 4. Accoraing to the Counſel of his Will, 
that is, In the Way or Method he had choſen. 
Therefore neither any of theſe Texts, nor all 
of them, prove what they were brought to 
prove. They do by no Means prove, I hat 
there ever was any ſuch Covenant made be- 
tween the Father and the Son. 
P. 301. © TRE Conditions of the Covenant 
are recorded. Lo, I come to do thy Will.” 
Nay here is no Mention of any Covenant, nor 
any Thing from which it can be inferr'd. 
The Recompence ſtipulated in this glorious 
Treaty. —But 1 ſee not one Word of the 
Treaty itſelf. Nor can I poſſibly allow the 
Exiſtence of it without far other Proof than 
this. Lid. Another Copy of this grand 
Treaty is recorded J/oiah xlix. from the firſt to 
the ſixth Verſe.” | have read them, but can- 
not find a Word about it, in all thoſe Verſes. 
T hey contain neither more nor leſs than a Pre- 
diction, of the Salvation of the Gentiles. 
P. 302. By the Covenant of Works, 
Man was bound to obty-in his own Perſon.” 
And ſo he is under the Covenant of Grace; 
though not in order to his Juſtification. © The 
Obedience of our Surety is accepted inſtead of 
our own.” This is neither a ſafe nor a Scrip- 
tural Way of Speaking. I would ſimply ſay, 
We 
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We are accepted thro' the Beloved. We have Re- 
demption thro' bis Blodd. 

P. 303. © Thx Second Covenant was not 
made with Adam, or any of his Poſterity, but 
with Chrift in thoſe Words, The Seed of the 
Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head.” For 
any Authority you have from theſe Words, 
you might as well have ſaid, It was made with 
the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe Words were not 
ſpoken 1 Chriſt, but of Him, and give not 
the leaſt Intimation of any ſuch Covenant as 
you plead for. They manifeſtly contain, if 
not a Covenant made with, a Promiſe made 
to Adam and all his Poſterity. 

P. 303. Cnrisr, we fee, undertook to 
execute the Conditions.” We fee no ſuch 
Thing in this Text. We ſee here only a Pro- 
miſe of a Saviour, made by Gop to Man. 

Thid. © Tis true, I cannot fulfil the Con- 
ditions.” Tis not true, the Conditions of 
the New Covenant are Repent and believe. 
And theſe you can fulfil, thro' Chriſt ſtrength- 


ening you. © Tis equally true, this is not 


required at my Hands.” It is egually true, 
that is, abſolutely falſe. And moſt dange- 
rouſly falſe. If we allow this, An'inomian- 
iſm comes in with a full Tide. ©« Chriſt has 
perform'd all that was conditionary for me.“ 
Has he repented and believed for you? You en- 
deavour to evade this by ſaying, © He. per- 
form'd all that was conditionary in the Covenant 
of Works,” This is nothing tothe Purpoſe; for 
we are not talking of that, but of the Covenant 


of Grace. Now he did not perform all that 
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was conditionary in this Covenant, unleſs He 
repented and believed. But He did un- 
ſpeakably more.” It may be fo. But He 
did not do this. 

P. 308. © Bur if Chrift's perfect Obedience 
be Our's, we have no more Need of Pardon 
than Chriſt Himſelf.” The Conſequence 1s 
good. You have ſtarted an Objection which 
you cannot anſwer. You ſay indeed, “ Yes, 
we do need Pardon; for in many Things we 
offend all.” What then? If his Obedience be 
Our's, we {till perfectly Obey in Him. 

P. 309. © Both the Branches of the Law, 
the Preceptive and the Penal, in the Caſe of 
Guilt contracted, muſt be ſatisfied.” Not ſo. 
* Chriſt by his Death alone, (ſo our Church 
teaches) fully ſatisfied for the Sins of the whole 
World.” The ſame great Truth 1s manifeſtly 
taught in the xxxiſt Article. Is it therefore 
fair, is it honeſt, for any one to plead the 
Articles of our Church in Defence of Abſo- 
lute Predeſtination ? Seeing the 17th Article 
barely defines the Term, without either affirm- 
ing or denying the Thing: Whereas the 31ſt 
totally overthrows and razes it from the 
Foundation, 

Lid. BELIEVERS who are notorious 
Tranſgreſſors in themſelves, have a finleſs Obe- 
dience in Chriſt.” O Siren Song! Pleaſing 
Sound, to James Wheatley! Thomas Williams! 
James Reiley ! | 

I Know not one Sentence in the Eleventh 
Dialogue, which is liable to Exception : But 
that grand Doctrine of Chriſtianity, on 
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nal Sin, is therein proved by irrefragable Ar- 
guments. 

Tu Twelfth likewiſe is unexceptionable, 
and contains ſuch an Illuſtration of the Wiſ- 
dom of Gop, in the Structure of the Human 
Body, as I believe, cannot be parallel'd, in 
either Antient or Modern Writers. 

THE former Part of the Thirteenth Dia- 
logue is admirable. To the latter I have 
ſome Objection. 

Vol. II. P. 44. Elijah failed in his Reſig- 
nation, and even Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with 
his Lips.“ It is true: But if you could like- 
wiſe fix ſome Blot upon venerable Samuel and 
beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. For 
no Scripture teaches, Ihat the Holineſs of 
Chriſtians is to be meaſured by that of any Jew. 

P. 46. Do not the beſt of Men frequently 
feel Diſorder in their Affections? Do not they 
often complain, hen I would do Good, Evit 
is preſent with me? | believe not. You and 
I are only able to anſwer for ourſelves. © Do 
not they ſay, Ve ee being burthen' d, - with 
the Workings of inbred Corruption?“ You 
know, .this is not the Meaning of the Text. 
The whole Context ſhews, the Cauſe of that 
Groaning was their longing to be with Chriſt. 

P. . Tut Cure” "of Sin © will be per- 
fected in Heaven. Nay ſurely, in Paradiſe, 
if no ſooner. This is a noble Prerogative 
of the Beatific Viſion.” No: It would then 
come too late. If Sin remains 1n us till the 
Day of Judgment, it will remain for ever. 
Our preſent Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in 

a 4 | being 


CR — —F !!—r:rk; !“! - 


xxiv 


being Free from Sin.“ I really think it does, 


But whether it does or no, if we are not free 


from Sin, we are not Chriſtian Believers. For 


to all theſe the Apoſtle declares, Being made 


free from Sin, ye are become the Servants of 


Righteouſneſs, Rom. vi. 18. 

« Ir we were perfect in Piety (St. John's 
Word is, Perfect in Love) Chriſt's Prieſtly Of- 
fice would be ſuperſeded.” No; We ſhould 
ſtil] need his Spirit (and conſequently his In- 
terceſſion) for the continuance of that Love 
from Moment to Moment. Beſide, we ſhould 


ſtill be —_— with Infirmities, and liable 


to Miſtakes, from which Words or Actions 
might follow, even though the Heart was all 
Love, which were not exactly right, There- 


ſore in all theſe Reſpects, we ſhould ſtill have 


Need of Chrif's Prieſtly Office: And there- 
fore as long as he remains in the Body, the 
greateſt Saint may ſay, 
Every Moment, Los, I need 
The Merit of thy Death. 

The Text cited from Exodus aſſerts nothing 
leſs than, that [niquity ce cleaves to all our holy 
Things till Death.“ 

P. 48. Sin remains, That the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Faith may have its due Honour.” 


And will the Righteouſneſs of Faith have its 


due Honour no longer than Sin remains in us? 
Then it muſt remain, not only on Earth and 
in Paradiſe, but in Heaven alſo—** And the 
Sanctification of the Spirit its proper Eſteem.” 
Would it not have more Eſteem, if it were 
a perfect Work } 

Thid. 
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Did. Ir (Sin) will make us lowly in our 
own Eyes.“ What, will Pride make us low- 
ly ? Surely the utter Deſtruction of Pride, 
* do this more effectually. « It will 
make us compaſſionate.” Would not an en- 
tire Renewal in the Image of Gop make us 
much more ſo? © Ir will teach us to admire 
the Riches of Grace.“ Yea, but a fuller Ex- 


perience of it, by a thorough Sanctification of 


Spirit, Soul and Body, will make us admire it 
more. It will reconcile vs to Death.” 
Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do 
this, like perfect Love. 

P. 49. © IT will endear the Blood and In- 
terceſſion of Chriſt.“ Nay, theſe can never be 
fo dear to any, as to thoſe who experience 
their full Virtue, who are filled with the Fulneſs 
of Gop. Nor can any “ feel their continual 
Need” of Chriſt, or, rely on Him” in the 
Manner which theſe do. 

DriaLoGuE 14. P. 57. Tux Claims of 
the Law are all anſwered.” If fo, Count 
Zinzendorf is abſolutely in the right: Neither 
Gop nor Man can claim my Obedience to it. 
Is not this Antinomianifm without a Maſk ? 

P. 59. Your Sins are expiated thro' the 
Death of Chrift, and a Righteouſneſs given you, 
by which you have free Acceſs to Gup.” This 
is not Scriptural Language. I would ſimply 
ſay, By him we have Acceſs to the Father. 

T HERE are many other Expreſſions in this 
Dialogue, to which I have the ſame Objection, 
namely, 1. That they are Unſcriptural, 2. 
That they directly lead to Antinomianiſm. 


Tas 
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Tx Firſt Letter contains ſome very uſeful 
Heads of Self- Examination. In the Second, 

P. 91. IRA Dp, © There is @ Righteouſneſs 
which ſupplies all that the Creature needs. 
To prove this momentous Point, is the Deſign 
of the following Sheets. 

I Have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects, of this 
unſcriptural Way of Speaking, even on thoſe 
who had once clean eſcaped from the Pollutions of 
the World, that I cannot but earneſtly wiſh, 
you would ſpeak no otherwiſe than do the 
Oracles of Gob. Certainly this Made of Ex- 
preſſion is not momentous, It is always dangerous, 
often fatal. 

LETTER III. P. 93. Where Sin abounded, 
Grace did much more abound: That as Sin bad 
reign'd unto Death, ſo might Grace the free 
Love of Gop—rergn thro' Righteouſneſs thro' 
our Juſtification and Sanctification,unto eternal 
Life, Rom. v. 20, 21. This 1s the plain na- 
tural Meaning of the Words. It does not ap- 
pear, that one Word is ſpoken here about im- 
puted Righteouſneſs : Neither in the Paſſages ci- 
ted in the next Page, from the Common Prayer 
and the Article. In the Homily likewiſe that 
Phraſe is not found at all, and the main Streſs 
is laid on CHriſt's ſhedding his Blood, Nor is the 
Phraſe (concerning the Bing, there is no Queſ- 
tion) found in any Part of the Homilies. 

P. 101. „Ir the Fathers are not explicit 
with Regard to the Imputation of active Righ- 
reouſnels, they abound in Paſſages which 
cevince the Subſtitution of Chriſt in our Stead: 
Paſſages which diſclaim all Dependence on any 
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Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes wholly 
on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is 
the Caſe, I am very little ſolicitous about any 
particular Forms of Expreſſion.” O lay aſide 
then thoſe queſtionable, dangerous Forms,and 
keep cloſely to the Scriptural. ; 

LETTER IV. P. 105. © The Authority of 
our Church and of thoſe eminent Divines,” 
does not touch thoſe particular Forms of Ex- 
preſſion : Neither do any of the Texts which 
you afterward cite. As to the Doctrine we 
are agreed, 

Did. Tae Righteouſneſs of Gob ſignifies, 
the Righteouſneſs which God-man wrought 
out.” No. It ſignifies Gop's Method of 
juſtifying Sinners. 

P. 107. Tux Victims figured the Expia- 
tion by Chriſt's Death, the cloathing with 
Skins, the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs.” 
That does not appear. Did not the One rather 
figure our Juſtification, the other, our Sancti- 
fication ? 

P. 109. ALMosT every Text quoted in this 
and the following Letter, in ſupport of that 
particular Form of Expreſſion, is diſtorted above 
Meaſure from the plain, obvious Meaning, 
which is pointed out by the Context. I ſhall 
inſtance in a few, and juſt ſet down their true 
Meaning, without any farther Remarks. 

To ſhew unto Man his Uprightneſs. To con- 
vince himof Gop's J uſtice, in ſo puniſhing him. 

P. 110. He all receive the Bleſſing Par- 
don rom the Lok p and Righteouſneſs — Holt- 
nels—from the Gob of his Salvation, the Goo 

who 


who ſaveth him both from the Guilt, and 
from the Power of Sin. 

P. 111. I witL make Mention of thy Righ- 
teoufneſs only.—Of thy Mercy. So the Word 
frequently means in the Old Teſtament. So 
it unqueſtionably means in that Text, In (or 
by) thy Righteouſneſs hall they be exalted. 

P. 112. Sto ſhall be redeemed with Judg- 
ment—after ſevere Puniſhment—and her Con- 
verts with Righteouſneſs with the tender Mer- 
cy of Gop, following that Puniſhment. 

P. 113. In (or thro) the Loxp I have 
Righteouſyef and Strength, Juſtification and 
Sanctification. He hath clothed me with the 
Garments of Salvation, —{aved me from the 
Guilt and Power of Sin: Both of which are 
again expreſt by, He hath covered me with the 
Robe of Righteouſneſs. | 

P. 114. My Righteouſneſs —my Mercy— 
Hall not be aboliſhed. 

P. 116. Fo make Reconciliation for Iniquity— 
to atone for all our Sins and to bring in ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, ſpotleſs Holineſs into our 
Souls. And this Righteouſneſs is not Human, 
but Divine. It is the Gift and the Work of 
Gop. 

P. 117. Tur Lord our Righteouſneſs— 
The Author both of our Juſtification and 
Sanctification. 

P. 127. War Righteouſneſs ſhall give 
us Peace at the laſt Day, Inherent or Im- 
puted ?“ Both, Chriſt died for us and lives 
in us, That we may have Boldneſs in the Day of 
Judgment. 
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LITER V. P. 131. That have obtain'd like 
precious Faith thro' the Rigbteouſneſs — the Mer- 
cy - our LorD. Seek ye the Kingdom of Gon 
and his Righteouſneſs —the Holineſs which 
ſprings from Gop reigning in you, 

P. 132. Tüte 45 revealed the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Gopv—Gop's Method of juitifying 
Sinners. 

P. 135. We eſtabliſh the Law, as we ex- 
pect no Salvation without a perfect Confor- 
mity to it namely, by Chri/?.” Is not this 
a mere Quibble? And a Quibble, which after 
all the labour'd Evaſions of Wilſius and athou- 
ſand more, does totally make void the Law? 
But not ſo does St. Paul teach. According 
to him, without Holineſs, perſonal Holineſs, no 
Man fhal! ſee the Lox D. None who is not 
bimſelf conform'd to the Law of Gop here, 
ſhall ſee the Lord in Glory. 

THr1s is the grand, palpable Objection to 

that whole Scheme. It directly makes void the 
Law. It makes Thouſands content to live 
and die Tranſgreſſors of the Law, becauſe Chriſt 
fulfilled it for them. I herefore, tho'l believe, 
He hath lived and died for me, yet I would 
ſpeak very tenderly and ſparingly of the for- 
mer, (and never, ſeparately from, the latter) 
even as ſparingly as do the Scriptures, for fear 
of this dreadful Conſequence. 
P. 138. TRE Gift of Righteouſneſs muſt 
ſignify a Righteouſneſs not their own.” Yes, 
it ſignifies the Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, 
which Gop gives to and works in them. 


P. 139. 
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P. 139. Tar Obedience of one is Chriſt's 
actual Performance of the whole Law.” So 
here his Paſſion is fairly left out! Whereas 
his becoming obedient unto Death, that is, dying 
for Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not 
the whole which is meant by that Expreſſion. 

Did. TrarT the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulſilled in us — That is, By our Re- 
preſentative in our Nature.” Amazing! But 
this, you ſay, © agrees with the Tenour of the 
Apoſtle's Arguing. For he is demonſtrating 
we cannot be juſtified by our own Conformity 
to the Law.” No: Not here. He is not 
ſpeaking here of the Cauſe of our Juſtifica- 
tion, but the Fruits of it. Therefore that 


unnatural Senſe of his Words does not at all, 


& agree with the Tenour of his Arguing.” 

P. 140. I TtoTaALLY deny the Criticiſm 
on 9:4a0%v ant dπ,jEa, and cannot conceive 
on what Authority it 1s founded. O how 
deep an Averſion to inward Holineſs does this 
Scheme naturally create. 

P. 142. Tar Righteouſneſs they attained 
could not be any Perſonal Righteouſneſs.” 
Certainly it was. It was implanted as well as 
imputed. | 

P. 145. For Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
in the Righteouſneſs of Chrift.” Was there 
ever ſuch a Comment before? The plain 
Meaning is, For training up in Holineſs of 
Heart and of Life. 

P. 146. He ſhall convince the World of Righ- 
zeouſneſs — That I am not a Sinner, but inno- 
cent and holy. 


P. 148, 
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P. 148. ce THAT we might be made the 


Righteouſneſs of Gop in Him. Not intrinſical- 


ly, but imputatively.” Both the one and the 
other. Gop thro' Him, firſt accounts and then 
makes us righteous, Accordingly 

P. 152. Tre Righteouſneſs which is of Gon 
by Faith, 1s both imputed and inherent. 

P. 153. © My Faith fixes on both the me- 
ritorious Life and atoning Death of Chriſt.” 
Here we clearly agree. Hold then to this, 
and never talk of the former without the lat- 
ter. If you do, you cannot ſay, Here we 
are expofed to no Hazard.“ Yes, you are to 
an exceeding great one: Even the Hazard of 
living and dying without Holineſs. And then 
we are loſt for ever. | 

THe Sixth Letter contains an admirable Ac- 
count of the Earth and its Atmoſphere, and 
comprizes Abundance of Senſe in a narrow 
Compaſs, and expreſt in beautiful Language. 

P. 177. GeMs have“ a Seat on the virtu- 
ous fair one's Breaſt.” I can't reconcile this 
with St. Paul. He favs, Not with Pearls: 
By a Parity of Reaſon, not with Diamonds. 
But in all Things I perceive, you are too fa- 
vourable, both to the Deſire of the Fleſh and the 
Deſire of the Eye. You are a gentle Caſuiſt as 
to every Self-indulgence which a plentiful 
Fortune can furniſh. 

P. 182. Our Saviour's Obedience” —O 
ſay, with the good old Puritans, our Saviour's 
Death or Merits. We ſwarm with Antinomi- 
ans on every Side. Why are you at ſuch Pains 
to increaſe their Number ? 


P. 194. 


—— —-„—ᷣ — 


xxxii 


P. 194. My Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Righ- 
teouſneſs and thy Salvation. —T hy Mercy which 
brings my Salvation. 

Taz Eighth Letter is an excellent Deſcrip- 
tion of the Supreme Greatneſs of Chriſt. I 
do not obſerve One Sentence in it, which I 
cannot chearfully ſubſcribe to, 

TRE Ninth Letter, containing a Deſcription 
of the Sea, with various Inferences deduced 
therefrom, is likewiſe a Maſter-Piece, for 
Juſineſs of Sentiment, as well as Beauty of 
Language. But I doubt whether, “mere 
Shrimps, P. 241. be not too low an Expreſ- 
ſion: And whether you might not as well, 
have ſaid nothing of “ Cod, the ſtanding Re- 
« paſt of Lent: Or concerning © the ex- 
quiſite Reliſh of Turbot, or the Deliciouſneſs 
oi Sturgeon.“ Are not ſuch Obſervations be- 
neath the Dignity of a Miniſter of Chriſt? I 
havt the ſame Doubt, concerning what is ſaid 
(P. 264.) of © delicately flavour'd Tea, finely- 
ſcented Crfee; the friendly Bowl, the Pyramid 
of Italian h igs, and the Paſtecia Nut of Alep- 
pc.” Beſide that the mentioning theſe in ſuch 
a Manner is a ſtrong Encouragement of Lux- 
ury and Senſuality. And does the World 
need this? The Engliſh in particular? Si 
non inſaniunt ſatis jug ſponte, inſtiga. 

LETTER 10. P. 271. © Thoſe Treaſures 
which ſpring from the Imputatian of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs.” Not a Word of his atoning | 
Blocd? Why do ſo many Men love to ſpeak 
of his Righteouſneſs, rather than his Atone- 
ment? I fear, becauſe ic affords a fairer 85 

J | cuſe 


ho 
ch 
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cuſe for their own Unrighteouſneſs: To cut 
off this, 1s 1t not better, to mention both to- 
gether? At leaſt never to name the former 
without the latter ? 

P. 283. FaiTtn is, a Perſuaſion that 


Chriſt has ſhed his Blood for me, and fulfill'd 
all Righteouſneſs in my Stead.” I can by no 


Means ſubſcribe to this Definition. There 


are Hundreds, yea Thouſands of true Believ- 
ers, who never once thought, one Way or the 
other, of Chriſt's fulfilling all Righteouſneſs - 
in their Stead. I perſonally know many who 
to this very Hour have no Idea of it; and yet 
haveeachof them aDivineEvidence and Con- 
viction, Chriſt loved me, and gave Himſelf for 
me. This is St. Paul's Account of Faith: 
And it is ſufficient, He that /hus believes is. 


juſtified. | 


P. 287. © It is a ſure Means of purifying 
the Heart, and ever fails to work by Love.” 
It /arely purifies the Heart—if we abide in it; 
but not if we draw back to Perdition. It 
never fails to work by Love, while it conti- 
nues; but if itſelf fail, farewel both Love 
and Good Works. 

& FaiTH is the Hand which receives all 
that is laid up in Chriſt.“ Conſequently, if 
we make Shipwreck of the Faith, how much ſo- 
ever is laid up in Chri/, from that Hour we 
receive nothing. 

LETTER 11. P. 288, © FaiTH in the im- 
puted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is a fundamental 
Principle in the Goſpel.” If fo, what be- 
comes of all thoſe who think nothing about 

4 imputed 


imputed Righteouſneſs ? How many who are 
full of Faith and Love, if this be true, muſt q 
periſh everlaſtingly ! | 
P. 297. Tay Hands muſt urge the Way 
of the deadly Weapon, thro' the ſhivering 
Fleſh, till it be plunged in the throbbing 
Heart.” Are not theſe Deſcriptions far too 
ſtrong? May they not occaſion unprofitable 
Reaſonings in many Readers ? 
Ne puerum coram populo Medea trucidet. 
| P. 248. How can he ju/tify it to the 
World?” Not at all. Can this then juſtify 
| his Faith to the World? 
[ P. 304. © You take the certain Way to 
|| obtain Comfort, the Rightcouſneſs of Jeſus 
af Chriſt.” Whar, without the Atonement ? ; 
i Strange Fondneſs for an unſcriptural, dange- 
| rous Mcde of Expreſſion ! 4 
P. 326. © So the Merits of Chrift are de- 
| rived to all the Faithful.” Rather the Fruits | 
| of the Spirit: Which are likewiſe plainly ty= | 
[| pified by the Oil in Zechariab's Viſion. * 
[| P. 310. © Has the Law any Demand? | 
181 It muſt go to Him for Satisfaction.“ Sup- | 
| poſe, «Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf.“ Then / am not obliged to love my * 
[| Neighbour. Chrift has ſatisfied the Demand 
of the Law for me. Is not this the very 
| Quinteſſence of Antinomianiſin? | 
| P. 311. Tu Righteouſneſs wrought 
| out by Jeſus Christ, is wrought out for all His 
1 People, to be the Cauſe of ther Juſtification, 
! | and the Purchaſe of their Salvation. The 
$189 Righteouſneſs is the Cauſe, the Purchaſe.“ 4 
| [| the 
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the Death of Chriſt is not ſo much as named! 


&« For all his People.” But what becomes 
of all other People? They muſt inevitably periſh 
for ever. The Die was caſt, or ever they 


were in Being. The Doctrine to Ps them 
by, has 


Conſign'd their unborn Souls to Hell, 
And damn'd them from their mother's womb! 


I could ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an 
Atheiſt, than I could believe this. It is leſs 
abſurd to deny the very Being of Gop, than 
to make Him an Almighty T yrant. 

P. 318. © Tax whole World and all its 
Seaſons, are rich with our Creator's Goodneſs. 
His tender Mercies are over all his Works.“ 
Are they over the Bulk of Mankind? Where 
is his Goodneſs to the Non-Elect? How are 
his tender Mercies over Then? © His Tem- 
poral Bleſſings are given % them.” But are 
they to them Bleſſings at all? Are they not 
all Curſes ? Does not Gob #zow they arg? 
That they will only increale their Damnation? 
Does not He deſign they ſhould? And this 
you call Goodneſs ! This is tender Mercy! 

P. 321. May we not diſcern pregnant 
Proofs of Goodneſs, in each individual Ob- 
jet?” No; on your Scheme not a Spark of 
it in this World or the next to the far greater 
Part of the Work of his own Hands! 

P. 334. © Is Gop a generous Benefactor 
to the meaneſt Animals, to the loweſt Reptiles? 
And will He deny my Friend what is neceflary 
to his preſent Comfort, and his Vinal Accept- 
ance?” Yea, will He deny it to any Soul 
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that he has made? Would you deny it to any 
if it were in your Power ? 

But if you /ov'd whom Gop abhorr'd, 

The Servant were above his Lozp. 

P. 337. Tue Wedding-Garment here means 
Holineſs. 

P. 340. Tuts is his tender Complaint, 
They will not come unto Me!“ Nay, that is 
not the Caſe; they cannot. He Himſelf has 
decreed, not to give them that Grace without 
which their Coming is impoſſible ! 

« THE Grand End which Gop propoſes 
in all his favourable Diſpenſations to fallen 
Man, 1s to demonſtrate the Sovereignty of 
his Grace.” Not ſo; To impart Happineſs 
to his Creatures, is his grand End herein, 
« Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty,” is 
a Principle of Action fit for the great Turk, 
not the moſt High Gop. 

P. 341. © Gop hath Pleaſure in the Proſ- 
perity of his Servants. He is a boundlefs 
Ocean of Good.” Nay, that Ocean is far 
from boundleſs, if it wholly paſſes by Nine- 
tenths of Mankind. 

P. 342. You cannot ſuppoſe Gop would 
enter into a freſh Covenant with a Rebel.“ I 
both ſuppoſe and know he did. © Gop made 
the New Covenant with Cþrif?, and charged 
Himwith the Performance of the Conditions.” 
I deny both theſe Aſſertions, which are the 
Central Point wherein Calviniſm and Antino- 
mianiſm meet. I have made a Covenant with 
my Choſen.” — Namely, with David my Servant. 
So Gop Himſelf explains it. 
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P. 362. He will waſh you in the Blood 
which atones and inveſt you with the Righte- 
ouſneſs which juſtifies.” Why ſhouid you 
thus continually put aſunder, what God has 
Joined ? 

P. 440. Gop Himſelf at the laſt Day 
pronounces them righteous, becauſe they are 
intereſted in the Obedience of the Redeemer.” 
Rather, becauſe they are waſhed in his Blood, 
and renewed by his Spirit, 

Uron the whole, I cannot but wiſh, that the 
Plan of theſe Dialogues had been executed ina 
different Manner. Moſt of the grand Truths 
of Chriſtianity are herein both explained and 
proved with great Strength and Clearneſs. 
Why was any Thing intermixt, which could 
prevent any ſerious Chriſtian's recommending 
them to all Mankind? Any Thing which muſt 
neceſſarily render them exceptionable, to ſo 
many Thouſands of the Children of Gor? In 
practical Writings I ſtudiouſly abſtain from che 
very Shadow of Controverſy. Nav, even in 
Controverlial, I do not knowingly write one 
Line, to which any but my Opponent would 
object. For Opinions ſhall I deſtroy the Work 
of Gop ? Then am a Bigot indeed. Much 
more, if I would not drop any Made of Expre/- 
ion, rather than offend either Jew or Ge:tiie, 
or the Church of Gop. I am, 


With great Sincerity, 
Dear Sir, | 
Your affectionate Brother and Servant, 
J. W. 
ave 
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T have but one Thing more to add, which is, 


concerning the Seaſonablenels of the following 


Publication. It may, perhaps, be thought a 
needleſs Revival of a Diſpute, which happened 
long ago, and which is now probably forgotten. 
In anfewer to which, I can aſſure the Reader, 
that the above is printed from an Edition of the 
Preſervative, now on Sale at theFoundery. The 
Seaſonableneſs of this Publication, is therefore 
apparent; for though my Brother died December 
25, 1758, the Controverſy did by no Means die 
with him, but ftill ſubfiſts in the daily Publication 
end Sale of the Preſervative, which alſo comes 
with a ſpecial * Recommendation rom Mr. Weſ- 
ley, into the Hands of all his Preachers, to be 
by them firſt © carefully read, then to be re- 
« commended and explained to the ſeveral So- 
ce cjeties where they labour.“ So that the Con- 
troverſy is, in the moſt effeftual Manner, daily and 
hourly kept alive by Mr. Weſley himſelf. This 
provesvery ſufficiently the Seaſonableneſs, and as 


\ Things have happened, the Expediency, of the 


preſent Appearance of the following Letters in Pub- 

lick. How pertinent an Anſwer they contain to 
Mr. Weſley's Oljections, is no to be left to the 
Confideration 6f the caudid Reader. 


Miles's-Lane, W H ERVEY 


December 5, 1764. 


* See the laſt Paragraph of a Tract, intitled, Rea/ons 
again}? a Separation from the Church of England. Prin- 
ted allo in the Preſervative, p. 237. 
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* Rev. SIR, 

O . 98 
* Received the Letter you mention, containing 
F Remarks on the Dialogues between Theron and 
M pas. As after a careful Peruſal, I ſaw very 
222 little Reaſon to alter my Sentiments, I laid aſide 
as your Epiſtle without returning an Anſwer, in hopes 
be that my Silence (which it ſeems you miſtook for 
b- > Obſtinacy) would moſt emphatically ſpeak my Ad- 
140 vice; which, had it been expreſſed more plainly, 


he * would have been delivered in the Apoſtle's Words, 
That ye fludy, or make it your Ambition, to be 
quiet *. 


B SBince 

V. 
I Theſſ. iv. 11. Gru, a beautiful Word, rich 
"FO with Meaning, and not adequately tranſlated by make 
3 it your Ambition, ſtill more inadequately by our common 


Verſion. 
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Since you have, by printing theſe Remarks, ſum- 
moned me, though reluQant, to the Bar of the Pub- 
lic, it ſhould ſeem, that I ought not to diſcredit the 
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silence; 
and I am the more willing to anſwer for myſelf, as 
I have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge, 
and an impartial Jury. If my Defence ſhould be loſt 
on.my Opponent, it may poſſibly make ſome uſeful 
Impreſſions on the Court, and candid Audience, 
However, I will not abſolutely deſpair of convincing 
Mr. W:/l:y himſelf, becauſe it is written, Give 
Admonition to a wiſe Man, and he will yet be wiſer ®, 
On ſome very momentous and intereſting Points, I 
may probably be a little more copious than the ſtrict 
Laws of Argument demand, in order to exhibit 
ſome of the great Truths of the Goſpel, in fo clear a 
Light, that he may run who readeth them; in ſo amia- 
ble and inviting a Light, that the Believer may rejoice 
in them, and the Sinner may long for them. For 
ſuch Digreſſions, I promiſe myſelf an eaſy Pardon, 
both from yourſelf and the Reader. 

Thus you open the Debate: © In the ſecond 
t Dialogue, is not the Deſcription often too laboured, 
c the Language too ſtiff and affected?“ I muſt con- 
feſs, Sir, this Animadverſion ſeems to be as juſt, as 
the Praiſe which you have here, and elſewhere be- 
ſtowed, appears to be laviſh: The former, if not 
more pleaſing, may be no leſs ſerviceable than the 
latter; for Both I acknowledge myſelf your Debtor, 
and if ever I attempt any Thing more in the Capa- 

city 


* Prov. ix. 9. The original Phraſe is only n give, 
which may ſignify, give Admonition, as well as (what 
our Verſion has ſuppoled) Iuſtruction. 
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city of an Author, I will be ſure to keep my Eye 


fixed on the Caution you have given, 

I am ſorry that the next Words bring on a Com- 
plaint, ſo cloſe to my Acknowledgment. “ You cite 
ce the Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having 
& wrote the rough Draught of what follows in 
& [reland.” But ſhould you not, in Complaiſance to 
your Readers on this Side the Water, have referred 
to the Pages of the Eng/;þ Edition! For want of 
ſuch Reference, there is hardly Diſtinction enough, 
in ſome Places, to know which are your Words, and 
which are Apaſio's.— Should you not alfo, in Juſtice 
to the Author, before you tranſcribed the rough 
Draught for the Preſs, have conſulted the 4% Edi- 
tion of his Work? Which you well knew was not 
the Copy, from which the Iriſb Impreſſion was 
taken, yet might reaſonably ſuppoſe to be the leaſt 
inaccurate. 

When TI read your next Paragraph, I am ftruck 
with Reverence, I am aſhamed and almoſt aſtoniſh- 
ed, at the littleneſs of the preceding Obſerva- 
tions : Stiffneſs of Style, and a Thouſand ſuch 
Trifles, what are they all compared with 7u/t;/ica- 
tion before the infinite and immortal GOD? This 
is a Subject that commands our molt awful Regard, 


a Blefling that ſhould engage our whole Attention. 


As this is the grand Article to come under our Con- 
ſideration, I would deſire to maintain an inceſſant 
Dependance on the Divine SPIRIT, that my 
Thoughts may be influenced, and my Pen guided by 
the Wiſdom which cometh from above ; that I may 
neither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repre- 
ſentations, nor diſhonour it by an unchriſtian Tem- 
per. It would be eaſy to make uſe of bitter Satire, 
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1 
and diſdainful Irony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the 
indignant Frown.— And indeed, Sir, you have laid 
yourſelf open to every Attack of this Kind; but theſe 
are not the Weapons of a Chriſtian's Warfare. 


— — Non Defenſoribus iſtis, 
we are to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
with Meekneſs and Fear; Meekneſs, with regard to 
thoſe who interrogate or oppoſe us; Fear, with re- 
gard to HIM, whoſe Cauſe we plead, and whoſe Eye 
is ever upon us. © Is Juſtification, you ſay, more or 
„ leſs, than GOD's pardoning and accepting a 
“ Sinner, through the Merits of CHRIST?” I 
ſomewhat wonder, Sir, that you ſhould aſk this 
Queſtion, when it is profeſſedly anſwered by Aſpa/to, 
who has preſented you with a very circumſtantial 
Definition of Juſtification, explaining it, eſtabliſhing 
it, and obviating ſeveral Objections advanced againſt 
it, If you would animadvert with Spirit and Force, 


or indeed to any conſiderable Purpoſe, ſhould you 


not lay open the Impropriety of this Definition, 
ſhewing from Reaſon and Scripture, that it 1s neither 
accurate nor orthodox ? 

At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may ſee Aſpaſio's Ac- 
count of Juſtification, and find the Words Imputa- 
tion and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, particularly 
explained. The latter denoting, © all the various 
« Inſtances of his active and paſſive Obedience ;?* ac- 
cordingly it is affirmed (Page 51) The Puniſh- 
« ment we deſerved, he endures, the Obedience 
* which we owed, he fulfils.“ —What Aſpaſio here 
profeſſes to underſtand by the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, the Reader is particulazly requeſted to 
dear in his Memory, that he be not miſled by 

Mr. 
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Mr. Meſy, who often forgets it, and complains 
when the Righteouſneſs of CARIST is mentioned, 
that his penal Sufferings are quite omitted. I would 
not wiſh, Sir, to have a plainer Proof, that you do 
not diſcard the active, than Aſpaſio has hereby given, 


| that he never excludes the paſſive. 


By your Queſtion, you hint a Diſlike, yet with- 
our informing us what it is, or wherein Aſþafio's Il- 
luſtrations and Proofs are deficient. You propoſe, 
and only propoſe, another Definition, Well then, 
to differ from you as little as poſſible, nay, to agree 
with you, as far as Pruth will permit, ſince you are 
ſo loth to admit of our Repreſentation, we will ac- 
cede to yours; eſpecially if it be ſomewhat explained, 
and a little improved, For indeed. the Words, in 
their preſent Form, are rather too vague to conſtitute 
any Definition. Pardoning and accepting may hap- 
pen to be only diverſified Expreſſions of the ſame 
Idea, The Merits of CHRIST will certainly 
comport, either with Popiſh, or Socinian Notions, 
It abounds in Writers of the former Sort, and 


it is to be found in the latter. Therefore, to be 


more explicit—By pardoning, I mean G OD's ac- 
quitting a Sinner from Guilt of every Kind, and of 
every Degree. By accepting, I mean ſtill more, 
GOD's receiving him into full Favour, conſider- 
ing and treating him as righteous, yea perfectly 
and gloriouſly righteous. — By the Merits of 
CHRIST, I would always be ſuppoſed to ſignify, 
his active and paſſive Obedience, all that he wrought, 
and all that he ſuffered, for the Salvation of Man- 
kind *. Intereſted in all this, the Believer enters into 


the 


* The Merits of CHRIST is certainly an ambiguous 
Phraſe, and what I can by no means admire ; but as it 
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the Divine Preſence, and ſtands before the Divine 
MAJESTY — Not like David's Ambaſſadors, 
ſtealing themſelves into Fericho ; ſafe indeed, but 
with the Marks of Ammonitiſh Iuſults on their Perſons : 
He rather enters like that illuſtrious Exile, Joſeph, 
into the Preſence of Pharaoh, when his Priſon Gar- 
ments were taken from him, and he was arrayed in 
Veſtures of fine Linen, meet for the Shoulders of 
thoſe, who appear before Kings. With this Expli- 
cation I am content that your Definition take place 
of mine *. I would farther obſerve, that you have 
dropt the Word zmputed, which inclines me to ſuſ- 
pect, you would caſhier the Thing. But let me aſk, 
Sir, How can we be juſtthed by the Merits of 
CHRIST, unleſs they are imputed to us? Would 
the Payment made by a Surety, procure a Diſcharge 
for the Debtor, unleſs it was placed to his Ac- 
count? It is certain, the Sacrifices of old could not 
make an Atoneraent, unleſs they were imputed to 
each Offerer reſpectively, This was an Ordinance 

ſettled 


occurs in Mr. H/:/ty's Letter, and in many valuable 
Writers, I have, led by their Example, uſed it in the 
following Debate, ſtill underſtanding it, and ſtill uſing 
it, in the Senſ- explained above. 


* To gratify Mr. Weſley, I have admitted his Phraſe, 
<< 'The Merits of CHRIST,” though as it is a Phraſe of 
dubious Import, and what almoſt any Se& or Hereſy 
will ſubſcribe, I ſhould much ſooner chooſe to abide by 
Aſpaſio's Language. And why ſhould we not all ſpeak 
with the Scriptures? Why ſhould we not uſe the Ex- 
preſſions of the Apoſtle? He ſays, ju/tified by the Blood of 
CHRIST; he ſays, made righteous by the Obedience of 
CHRIST; when therefore we ſay, Sinners are par- 
doned and accepted through the Blood, and through the 
Obedience of CHRIST, we have a Warrant for our 
Doctrine, which is indiſputable, and a Precedent for 
our Language, which is unexceptionable. 
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ne ſettled by JEHOVAH himſelf *, And were not 
'S, the Sacrifices, was not their Imputation typical of 
ut CHRIST, and Things pertaining to CHRIST? 
52 The former prefiguring his all- ſufficient Expiation, 
55 the latter ſhadowing forth the Way whereby we are 
= Partakers of its Efficacy. The Righteouſneſs (not 
in the Righteouſneſs and Obedience, Apaſis ſpeaks 
f otherwiſe) which CHRIST performed is reckoned 
Fa by GOD as our own. This you call an ambiguous 
e Expreſſion, but, if conſidered in Conjunction with 
e the foregoing and following Enlargements, I ſhould 
0 think can hardly deſerve the Charge. Aſpaſio all 
b | along labours to be underſtood. In this Place he 
f more fully opens his Meaning by giving another 
] View of the Nature, and by ſpecifying the Effects 
. of Imputation. The Nature, —it being the ſame 
- as placing to our Account ſomething not our own +. 
. The Effects, —- CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs, thus 
; placed to our Account, being as efteCtual for obtain- 


ing our Salvation, as if it was our own perſonal 
Qualification 1. To the latter you expreſsly agree, 
to the former you make no Objection: To the 
whole Doctrine, thus explained, you elſewhere de- 
clare your Aſſent. 


B 4 If 


Lew. vii. 18. If any of the Fleſh of the Sacrifice of 
bis Peace-Offerings, be eaten at all on the third Day, it 
ſhall not be accepted, neither ſhall it be imputed unto him 
that offereth it. It ſhall not be accepted, Why? for 
this Reaſon, becauſe it ſhall not be zmputed. A plain 
Indication, that the latter is the Caule of the former, 
That without /mputaiion, whether it be of the typical 
or real Sacrifice, the Blood of the Beaſt, or the Death 
1 of CHRIST, there is no Acceptance. 

il 


* Theron and 4ſpofio, p. 50, 1 Ibid. p. 53. 
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If in all this we may depend upon you, Sir, muſt 
we not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration in 
the next Paragraph ? 

« For CHRIST's Sake do not.” What? ſurely 
nothing leſs can excite or juſtify this vehement Ex- 
clamation, but the Obtruſion of ſome Doctrine, 
that is moſt glaringly falſe and abſolutely damna- 
ble. Shall we have ſuch a folemn Firing, ſuch a 
Thunder of Exploſion, only to filence a particular 
Phraſe? In another Perſon this would look like 
profane Levity ; in Mr. J/:/ley, the ſofteſt Appella- 
tion we can give it, is idle Pomp—All this Clamour 
merely againſt Words! Words too, the Explication 
of which, and the Doctrine contained in them, 
yourſelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a 
Phraſe ? Can it do either Good or Harm, but as 
conveying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the 
mere pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be it 
Abracadabra, or Higgajon Selah, or Imputed) with- 
out its Idea, poiſon the Principles of Men, and in- 
duce them to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs ? 
As you have been firing without an Enemy ( Aſpa/io 
is owned for an Ally) ſo you ſeem to be triumphing 
without a Victory. Aſpaſio's Charity for thoſe who 
are diſguſted at the Expreſſion, and have no explicit 
Knowledge of the Doctrine, is guarded by the Words 
immediately following“ Yet live under the Belief 
& of the Truth, and in the Exerciſe of the Duty,“ as 
well as by the annexed Deſcription of the Perſons, 
and their Temper; who are far enough from fancying, 
that if they may but be pardoned for the Sake of 
CHRIST, they can obtain the Divine Favour, and 
a Title to future Happineſs, by their own good Be- 
hayiour, Hence it will appear, that he had been too 

. cautious, 
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” cautious, to part with the very Thing for which he 


is contending, And this is more abundantly evi- 


dent, from the Cloſe of his charitable Paragraph, 
wherein, though he allows ſuch People to be ſafe; 
yet he laments their Embarraſs, and their De- 


* ficiency in Light, Strength, and Conſolation. ** The 
„ Phraſe is not ſcriptural.” Suppoſe it were not, 


= this would afford but a ſlight Reaſon, for ſo paſſi- 


onate an Outcry: However, this is certain, St. 
Paul uſes the Phraſe, GOD imputeth *, and that 
Righteouſneſs might be imputed t. Now, is it poſ- 
ſible, that there ſhould be Righteouſneſs imputed, 
yet not an imputed Righteouſneſs? Po aſſert this 
muſt argue either a wonderful ſubtil Refinement, or 
an exceeding ſtrong Prejudice. © It is not ne- 
% ceſſary. —Perhaps ſo. But is it not neceſſary 
Mr. J/:fley ſhould either inform us, what Senſe 
of the Phraſe it is, which he apprehends ſo like- 
ly to miſlead Men, or elſe, initead of exclaiming 
againſt Apaſio, ſhould join all his Force with him, 
in defending that Senſe which they both eſpoule ? 
It has done immenſe Hurt.“ When we are made 
ſenſible of the immenſe, or indeed of any real, Hurt 
done by the Phraſe, zmputed; when we ſee thoſe 
who diſlike it, cordially warm for the Sentiment ex- 
preſſed in other Words, we will then conſent to reſign 
it for its Equivalent, reckoned as our own,—placed to our 
Account, —as effettual as if our own perſonal Dual:fica- 
tion, Till then we muſt guard the Caſket for the 
Sake of the Jewel. We prefer the Word imputed, 
becauſe it ſays more at once, than any other Term 
we know, and becauſe we are aware of a common 
Practice uſed in all Ages, by the Oppolers of found 

| Doctrine, 


* Rom. iv. 6. 1 Rom. iv. 11. 
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Doctrine. They pretend a Zeal only againſt the 
Phraſe, that by bringing this into Diſuſe, they may 
cauſe that to be forgotten. Shall we not then diſpute 
for imputed Righteouſneſs ? Yes, Sir, we muſt diſ- 
pute, both for the Doctrine and for the Phraſe, ſince 
there are Perſons who openly ſtrike at the one, and 
we fear with a View to ſupplant the other. Shall we 


not diſpute for imputed Righteouſneſs though the 


Words are a grand Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and 
the Thing the very Spirit and Eſſence of the 
Goſpel ? Not diſpute for that which is better to us 
Sinners than all Worlds, better than our Hearts 
could wiſh, or our Thoughts conceive ; which in 
ſhort is the beſt, the nobleſt, the completeſt Gift, 
that GO D himſelf can beſtow |! 

When ſuch a Gift, and ſuch a Righteouſneſs is 
the Subject of Diſputation, we muſt not give Place, 


no, not for an Hour: we muſt maintain its matchleſs 


Excellency, ſo long as we have any Breath, or any 
Being. We mutt ſay in direct Oppoſition to your 
fervent but unadviſed Zeal, „ For CHRIS T', 
Sate,“ let us contend earneſtly for imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs; becauſe it is the brighteſt Jewel in His 
mediatorial Crown. © For the Sake of immortal 
Souls,“ let us hold fait and hold forth this precious 


Truth; becaule it yields the ſtrongeſt Conſolation” 


to the guilty Conſcience, and furniſhes the moſt 
endearing, as well as the moſt prevailing Induce- 
ment to aniverial Obedience. 

&« To aſcribe Pardon to CHRIST*s paſſive, eternal 
Life to his ave Obedience, is fanciful rather than 
““ judicious.” I he Remark is juſt; not ſo the Quota- 
tion; ¶paſis is ſome what disfigured by your Diſtortion 
of his Features; he limps a little, by your Diſlocation of 

| a Limb, 
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a Limb. There is in his Language, Guard enough to 
check every Attempt, either to diſſolve the Union, or 
ſever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our 


LORD's Righteouſnels, 


But let us give Aſpaſis a fair Hearing, thus he ex- 


{ prefles himſelf, Po divide them (the a#we and 


&« paſſive Righteouſneſs) into detached Portions, inde- 
& pendant on each other, ſeems to be fanciful rather 
e than judicious.” To divide into detached Porti- 
ons, is more than to diſtinguiſh between the one and 
the other. The latter Aipaſe 70 practiſes, the Former 
he diſavows. © e Ae of each other.“ Do 
theſe Words ſtand for nothing ? Have they no Mean- 
ing, that here you ſhew them no Regard, and 
never recollect them throughout your whole Epiltle? 
Had you honoured them with any Degree of Notice, 
ſeveral of your Objections muſt have been pre- 
cluded, and if the more candid Reader pleaſes 
to bear them in Memory, ſeveral of your Objecti- 
ons, will at the very firſt View, fall to the Ground. 
Beſides, the Perſon who tells us, the Caſe ſecms 
to be fo, is not fo peremptry, as he who roundly 
affirms it to be ſo; the ormer is all that Ag 
has advanced. Though I am willing that you 
ſhould correct his Style, yet I muft beg of you, Sir, 
not to make him quite ſo poſitive; let him have the 
Satisfaction of being modeſt, even Where he has the 
Misfortune, in your Opinion at leaſt, to be erro— 
neous. 
« CHRIST's Univerſal Obedience from his Birth 
* to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope,“ 
ſays Aſpaſin. To which you aſſent, and with a 
laudable Vehemence, reply, © This is utqueſtion- 
8 ably right,” I with, Sir, you would ponder your 
Words 
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Words before you ſpeak, at leaſt before you print, 
that there may be ſomething fixed and certain, on 
which we may depend, and by which y will abide. 
One would think, after this Acknowledgment, pro- 
nounced with ſuch an Air of Solemnity, you could 
never ſo far forget yourſelf, as to open your Mouth 
againſt the Obedience, the univerſal Obedience of 
CHRIST, which ſurely muſt include both what 
be wrought, and what he /uj:rcd. You confeſs it 
to be your Foundation, - the Foundation of your 
Hope, the only Foundation of your Hope; can you 
then, without the moſt amazing Inconſiſtency, either 
wiſh to ſecrete the Doctrine, or offer to diſcounte- 
nance the Expreſſion? 

4 There is no Manner of Need to make the Im- 
« putation of CIIRIST's active Righteouſneſs a 
« ſeparate Head of Diſcourſe.” No Manner of 
Need, even though you declare, that this ative Righ- 
teouſneſs, together with the expiatory Death, 
is the only Foundation of your Hope ! Can you 
think it poſſible to treat of uc a Topic too particu- 
larly, too diſtinctly, too minutely ?— 4/paſro has ſhewn 
the Need, or aſſigned the Reaſon for this Method of 
handling the Subject; becauſe it ſets the Fulneſs of 
our LOR D's Merit in the cleareſt Light, and gives 
the completeſt Honour to GOD's holy Law. Have 
you alledged any Thing to diſprove, or ſo much as 
to invalidate his Plea ? Ought not this to have been 
done before your Aſſertion can be valid, or even 
decent ? 

Befides, are there not Perſons in the World, who 
fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon 
through CHRIST, they ſhall by their own Doings 
fecure cternal Life? When ſuch Perſons are in 


Danger 
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ja Danger of overlooking the active Obedience of the 


REDEEMER, why ſhould you not for their 
Sakes allow us to make the Imputation of his Righte- 
ouſneſs “ a ſeparate Head of Diſcourſe ?”? That, ſeeing 
the tranſcendent Perfection of CARIST's Work, 


they may ceaſe from confiding in their own &, leſt 


it be ſaid to them another Day, I will declare thy 


Righteouſneſs, and thy Worts, that for the grand Pur- 
poſe of Juſtification, they ſhall not profit thee +. 

We muſt therefore take leave to dwell upon the 
ative Righteouſneſs of our LORD ; we muſt diſplay 
its Perfection, in Oppoſition to all the vain Preten- 
ſions of human Qualifications, Endeavours, or At- 
tainments ; we muit demonſtrate that as the Heavens 
are higher than the Earth, ſo is this Divine Obedi- 
ence higher than all the Works of the Children of 
Men. Yea, ſo tranſcendent in itſelf, and abſolutely 
perfect, as to be incapable of any Augmentation. All 
the good Deeds of all the Saints, could they be added 
to it, would not increaſe in any Degree its juſtifying 
Efficacy; it is like all the other Works of GOD, 
concerning which we are told, te can be added to 
them. This brings to my Remembrance a moſt beauti- 
ful, and ſublime Repreſentation, which you muſt have 
read in the Evangelical Prophet, Every Valley ſhall be 
exalted, and every Mountain and til ſhall be made 
low, and the crooked ſball be made ſtraicht, and the 
rough Places plain, and the Glory of the LO RD fhall 
be revealed, and all Fliſb ſhall jee it together. Here 
Mountains are demoliſhed, Valleys are elevated, and 
the Earth is levelled into a ſpacious Plain on purpoſe 
to accompliſh what Mr. e; ſuppoſes unne- 
ceſſary; on Purpoſe to give the mott clear, full, 

ſtriking 


* Heb. iv. 10. + Ifa. lvii. 12. 
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ſtriking View of the great REDEEMER, of his 
wonderful Perſon, and glorious Work ; that he 
alone may be diſtinguiſhed and exalted ; may walk 
majeſtic and conſpicuous through the Midſt of Man- 
kind, as being ſingly and completely ſufficient. for the 
Recovery of Sinners. That all Fleſh, not Jews only, 
but Gentiles alſo; not Men of Reputation only, 
but the Meaneſt of Mortals, the moſt infamous of 
Wretches, may together fee his Glory, may on equal 
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one above 
another, contemplate and partake of his precious 
Death and perfect Righteouſneſs, which are the one 
Object of divine Complacency, and the ſovereign 
Glory of the LORD REDEEMER. According to 
the Import of this magnificent Piece of Imagery, all 
the Differences that ſubſiſt between one Man and 
another are aboliſhed ; nothing but CHRIST and 
his complete Work are propoſed, as the Cauſe of 
Juſtification and the Ground of Hope. Faith beholds 
nothing but the Divine FESUS; it never enquires, 
What have I done? What have I ſuffered ? But 
what has that moſt illuſtrious Perſonage done, and what 
ſuffered? What has JEHOVAH manifeſted in 
our Nature, wrouglt for the Benefit and Redemption 
of Sinners? Faith is never weary of viewing or re- 
viewing either the active or paſſive Obedience 
of TIAMANUEL. Faith will declare, that nei- 
ther of theſe Points can be ſet forth in too ſtrong or 
too recommending a Light. Faith is ever deſiring 
to ſee more and more of the SAVIOUR's Wor- 
thineſs, that the Soul may rejoice in his Excellency, 

and be filled with all his Fulneſs. 
May you, Dear Sir, abound in this Faith, and 
live under ſuch Views of GOD our SAVIOUR; 
then 
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chen I latter myſelf you will be diſfitisfied with your 
preſent Opinion, and not be diſguſted at the Freedom 


of Speech, uſed by 
Yours, Oc. 


LETT SS RH; 


Rev. SIR, 


Am particularly pleaſed at my Entrance on this 
Epiſtle, becauſe it preſents me with a View of Mr. 
I/:fl:y in very good Humour. Inſtead of rebuking, 
he commends, He puts off the Frown of Cenſure, 


for the Smile of Approbation. I hope to follow the 
amiable Example. To approve and applaud, 


wherever Opportunity offers, and Truth permits. 
And though I ſhall be ſometimes obliged to oppoſe 
or refute ; yet, I ſhall do both with all the Tender- 


neſs and Lenity, which may conſiſt with a proper 


Vindication of the Truth. 
« The third and fourth Dialogues contain an 


c admirable Illuſtration and Confirmation of the 


great Doctrine of CHRIS T's Satisfaction.“ — 


This is generouſly acknowledged. Vet even here it 
ſo unhappily falls out, that Complaiſance gets the 


Start of Judgment. Did you advert, Sir, to the 
State of the Controverſy, or ſee the Conſequence of 
Aſpaſio's Arguing, you muſt either give up a favourite 
Tenet, or elſe diſſent from his Doctrine, 

| Aſpaſia 
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Aſpaſio maintains, that CHRIS T's Sufferings 


were Puniſhment ; real, proper Puniſhment. Now 
could CHRIST, an innocent Perſon, be puniſhed, 
without bearing Sin; the very Sin of others? Could 
CHRIST, a Divine Perſon, bear the Sin of others, 
and not do it perfectly away! Or can they, whoſe 
Guilt was puniſhed in CHRIST, and whoſe Sin is 
perfectly done away by CHRIST, can they periſh 
eternally? But I forbear. Yourſelf, and the judi- 
cious Reader will eaſily apprehend my Meaning, and 
diſcern the Point, to which theſe Queſtions lead. 
All the Benefit I propoſe by this Remark, is, to 
convince Mr. Veli, that he is not incapable 
of a Miſtake— That he has tripped a little, in what 
he commends, and therefore may poſſibly make a 
falſe Step, in what he condemns. 

Unleſs I may be allowed to propoſe this additional 
Advantage, the rectifying an Impropriety in ſome 
People's Apprehenſions, concerning our LORD's 
vicarious Sufferings. It is uſual to ſay, He bore 
« the Puniſhment, not the Guilt ; the Penalty, not 
« the Fault.” Which ſeems to be a Diſtinction, 
more {crupulous than judicious. Anſwers no other 
End, but that of derogating from our RE DEE M- 
E R's Grace, and weakening the Foundation of our 
Hopes. 


The Guilt of Sin, I take to be what the Apoſtle : 


calls, «iz, the Tranſgreffion of the Law. From 
hence ariſes the Obligation to Puniſhment. This 
Guiit, our LORD / truly bore, that he was no leſs 
liable to the Arreſt of Juſtice, and the Infliction of 
Vengeance, than if he himſelf had committed the 
molt enormous Crimes.— He bare, ſays the HOLY 
GHOST, the Sin of many, But Puniſhment can- 


| not 
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g 3 not be reckoned the ſame as Sin, any more than 
5 Wages can be accounted the ſame as Work. If 


then our LORD bore Sin itſelf, he muſt bear every 
Thing criminal, that is included in it; no Circum- 


ſtance of Demerit or Aggravation excepted, 


He bore the Fault, therefore he makes us with- 


out Fault in the Sight of GOD; and will preſent 
us faultleſs before the Throne, with exceeding Joy.— 
” He bore the Guilt—Therefore our LORD's Suffer- 


” ings were real Puniſhment, juſtly inflicted by the 
- ſupreme JUDGE, and, on Principles of Juſtice, 


diſcharge us from all Puniſhment whatever. He 
bore the Filth. therefore he felt, what thoſe wretched 
Souls endure, who die in their Iniquities ; his eter- 


nal FATHER forſook him, and hid his Face 
from him as from an abominable object. 


This renders our SAVIOUR's Propitiation, 
great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing 
this, we have nothing to fear. Conſcience is ſatis- 
fied, and the Accuſer of the Brethren is ſilenced. 
Nothing can be laid to our Charge by the righteous 
Law, and nothing remains to awaken the Indigna- 
tion of the righteous JU DG E.—Whereas, if this 
was not done, we have Reaſon to be terribly ap- 
prehenfive. If CHRIST bore not the Guilt, then 


| dinners muſt bear it in their own Perſons ; if he 
- took not away the Filth; then it muſt lie on Tranſ- 


greſſors, and render them loathſome for ever. If the 
Fault was not transferred to him, then it muſt abide 
upon us, and be our everlaſting Ruin, 

Neither does this Doctrine in any Degree detract 
from our SAVIOUR's Dignity. lt rather gives 
Him the Honour due unto His Name, 7E SUS. 
As in the Scales of a Balance, the lower the one 

G | deſcends, 
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deſcends, the higher the other mounts, ſo the deeper 
our! MEDIATOR's Humiliation''finks, to the 
more exalted Height does His Glory riſe. The 
more horrible the Condition to which he ſubmitted, 
the more illuſtriouſly His Goodneſs ſhines, and the 
more clearly the Perfection of His Work appears. 
Satisfaction was made to the Divine Law, ſays 
Aſpaſio. I do not remember any "ſuch Expreſſion 
in Scripture,” replies Mr. Veſey.— But do you 
not remember this Expreſſion in the Epiſtle to the 
Galations, CHRIST was made under the Law *? 
Why was He made under the Law, but to fulfil 
its Precepts, and undergo its Penalty? and is not 
this a Satisfaction to its Demands ? 

The Truth is, the Divine Law was violated by 
our Sins. It was abſolutely impoſſible for us to 
make any Reparation, therefore CHRIST in our 
Nature and in our Stead ſubmitted to its Obligations, 
that he might magnify its injured Authority, and 
render it in the higheſt Degree venerable : Might 
make even its tremendous Sanctions and rigorous 
Requirements, the very Baſis of Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace.—Divinely noble Contrivance ! Unſpeakably 
precious Expedient ! By this Means, Vengeance and 
Forbearance have met together; Wrath and Love 
have kiſſed each other, in the Redemption of Sin- 
ners. The Law fays, I am fulfilled, Juſtice ſays, 

| I am 


* Gal. iv. 4. There is, I think, ſomething uncouth 
in this Expreilion, Made under the Law. Twoua®: tis 
true very well comports with both the Clauſes, e yvram®» 
& vo voor. But in the Eng/iþþ Tranſlation, the Partici- 
ple might, not ungracefully, he varied, perhaps in ſome 
ſuch Manner; he Son of GOD was made of a Weoman. 
and became ſubj ect to the Law, 
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Jam ſatisfied. While both concur to expedite and 
aſcertain the Salvation of a Believer. 

« This Way of ſpeaking of the Law, as a Perſon 
W < injured, and to be ſatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſi- 
= <« ble.“ Does not the Apoſtle ſpeak of the Law as 

a Perſon? A Perſon that /zveth &, to whom ſome are 
married, and to whom others are dead? Afpaſio will 
always think himſelf, and his Manner of ſpeaking 
ſufficiently defenſible, ſo long as he has the Apoſtoli- 
cal Practice for his Precedent, 

Having ſuch a Precedent he wants no other ; 
otherwiſe he might plead the Authority of Mr. Jon 
I-:ſley; who in his Explanatory Notes on the New 
Teſtament, ſays “ The Law is here ſpoken of (by 
&« common Figure) as a Perſon, to which as to a 
« an Huſband, Life and Death are aſcribed 1.“ And 
if the Law be an Huſband, may not an Huſband be 
injured? May not an injured Huſband inſiſt upon 
being ſatisfied? 

« All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the 
« Purchaſe of CHRIST's Blood,” this is Aſpaſio's 
Belief, To this you aflent, „ Syrely they are. — 
With Pleaſure I ſhould receive your Suffrage, was I 
not afraid that this is your Meaning; they are /o the 
Purchaſe of His Blood, as not to have ny Depen- 
_ dence on, or any Connection with, his moſt perfect 
: Obedience. I was alarmed by the Cloſe of your laſt 
Paragraph, and my Suſpicions are increaſed by the 
following negative Interrogation ; “ after this has 
3 C 2 c“ been 
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— * Rom. vii. 1, 4. The Word en at the End of the 
= firſt Verſe is ſpoken of the Law, not of the Man, as 
Mr. Veſley and others have very juſtly obſerved, It 
ſhould therefore be tranſlated not He, but I. 


+ See Explan, Notes, Ram. vii. 1. 
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<« been fully proved, where is the Need, where is 1 ; 
cc the Uſe of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for the Im- 


c putation of His Righteouſneſs ?” 

Aßppaſio has informed you, Sir, in the ſecond Dia- 
logue. He has there ſhewn the Advantage of un- 
folding, circumſtantially and copiouſly, this momen- 
tous Truth,—To give you farther Satisfaction, he 
has quoted the Words of an eminent Divine, of 
which the following are a Part. Whoever rejects 
« the Doctrine of the Imputation of our SA V - 
« OUR's Righteouſneſs to Man, does, by ſo do- 
c ing, reject the Imputation of Man's Sin to our 
« SAVIOUR, and all the Conſequences of it.” — 
If you are not ſatisfied with Mr. Staynee's Reaſons, 
you are remitted to St. Paul. In Rom. v. (a Chapter 
of diſtinguiſhed Dignity and Importance) he teaches 
Mankind that CHRIST died for the Ungodly ; 
that we are juſtified through His Blood, are ſaved 
from Wrath by His Death. After al! this had been 
fully proved, where was the Need, where was the 
Uſe of inſiſting largely upon that Obedience of ONE 
by which many are made * Righteous? Or upon 
that Righteouſneſs of ONE, which is imputed to 
many for Juſtification of Life? Yet this the inſpired 
Wiriter evidently does. 

Anſwer the foregoing Queſtion, in Behalf of the 
Apoſtle, and you will anſwer it in Behalf of Aſpafin. 
Or if you decline the Office, give me leave, Sir, to 
anſwer it on Behalf of them both. The Blood of 
CHRIST is never conſidered as independent on, 
or detached from, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
They united their bleſſed Efficacy in accompliſhing 
the Work of our Redemption; we always look upon 


them 


Rom. v. 19. 
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n- chem as a grand and glorious Aggregate, in their 
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Agency inſeparable, though in Mediation diftin- 


4 
4 


guiſhable. Being thus diſtinguiſhable, at proper 
Times, we meditate upon each diſtinctly. We diſ- 
play each with all the Particularity poſſible, and 


cannot but contend for the Imputation of one, as 
well as of the other. The farther we dig into either of 
theſe ſpiritual Mines, the greater Fund of Treaſures 


we diſcover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR, 


- the more we ſtrengthen Faith, and the greater Ad- 
dition we make to our Comfort, our Peace, our Joy, 


Aſpaſio enquires; if CHRIST was our Subſtitute 
as to penal Suffering, why not as to juſtifying Obe- 
dience? You reply“ the former is expreſsly aſ- 
& ſerted in Scripture, the latter is not ex-. 
64 preſsly afſerted there.“ A ſmall Inaccuracy here; 
Sir! the former is no more a Scripture Expreſſion, 
than the latter; while the latter is no leſs the Doc- , 
trine and Senſe of Scripture than the former. —A 
little Piece of Forgetfulneſs likewiſe ! Since you juſt 
now acknowledged, that“ CHRIST's univerſal 
“ Obedience was the one Foundation of your Hope.“ 
But how can His Obedience be any Foundation of 
your Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your 


| Subſtitute ? Take away the Circumſtance of Subſti- 
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tution, and there is no more Ground for your Re- 


liance on the Obedience of CHRIST, than for 


your Reliance on the Obedience of Gabriel. Me are 
made the Righteouſneſs of GOD, becauſe we are 
I Him, as our Proxy and our Head, Becauſe he 
wrought the juſtifying Righteouſneſs, not only in 
our Nature, but in 6ur Name, not only as our Be- 
netactor, but as our Repreſentative, 


C3 te As 
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* As Sin and Miſery have abounded through the | . 


« firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more 


&« abounded through the ſecond. So that now none 
& have Reaſon to complain.“ Here indeed we have 
Aſpaſio's Words, but in a patched and disfigured 
Condition. One Part taken from Page 195, and ano- 
ther wrenched from Page 191. Let any one read the 
whole of thoſe Paſſages, and judge whether they can 
be fairly applied to the Doctrines of Election or Pre- 
deſtination. Yet Mr. Veſſey is reſolved at all Adven- 
tures, with or without Occaſion, to introduce theſe 
Subjects of deep and perplexed Diſputation. There- 
fore he replies, No, not if the ſecond Adam died 
for all, otherwiſe all for whom He did not die, 
c have great Reaſon to complain.” 

Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference from 
Aſpaſio's Words, foreign to his Deſign? He is ſpeak- 
ing of thoſe who betake themſelves to CHRIST, 
and are recovered through his Righteouſneſs. Such 


Perſons he particularly mentions. Of ſuch alone he 


diſcourſes ; without conſidering the Caſe of others, 
who, deſpiſing, or neglecting the REDEEMER, re- 
ject the Counſel of GOD againſt themſelves. — Would 
it not be as edifying to the Reader, and as agreeable 
to your Office, if you ſhould join with Aſpaſio in 
diſplaying the free, ſuperabundant, infinitely rich 
Grace of our GOD; altogether as becoming this, 
as to divert his Aim, and retard his Steps, when he 
is preſſing forwards to this Prize of our high calling 
in CHRIST FESUS? . | 
Aſpaſia's Words are, When we betake our- 
« ſelves to CHRIST F ESUS, we ſhall find, that, 
&« as Sin and Miſery have abounded, &c.” Pleaſe 
to obſerve, Sir, how he limits his Diſcourſe, conſe- 
quently 


* 
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quently is obliged to defend nothing, but what cor- 
reſponds with ſuch Limitation. 

Had the [ſraelites any Caule to be diſſatisfied with 


the Proviſion, made for their Suſtenance and their 


Cure, when the Serpent of Braſs was lifted up on 


4 8 . 
Lad. 2 
42% 


the Pole, and when the Bread from Heaven lay round 
about their Tents? No more have Sinners any 
Cauſe to think themſelves aggrieved, when the Sal- 
vation of GOD is evidently ſet before them in the 
Goſpel; is brought to their very Door, in the 


- preaching of the Word, and they are allowed, im- 


portuned, commanded to receive it. by Faith. This 
is enough for me. Enough this for any Tranſgreſ- 
ſors, who want, not to gratify Curiolity, but to in- 
herit Life.—If they, or you, Sir, chuſe to pry fur- 
ther, and to intrude into the Divine Secrets, I muſt 
leave you to yourſelves; ſaying, as I depart, The 
ſecret Things belong unto the LORD our GOD, but 
theſe Things which are revealed, belong unto us and 
our Children *. 

« The whole World of Believers.” —< This is 
& an Expreſſion which never occurs in Scripture,” — 
It affords me a kind of preſumptive Proof, that, 
ſolid Objections are not at Hand, when ſuch Sha- 
dows are liſted into the Service.—I ſhould be under 
no Pain if you could prove your Charge, beyond all 
Contradiction. To what would it amount? Why, 
that Aſþajio having occaſion to mention a certain 
Topic, happened not to make Uſe of the very Sylla- 
bles and Letters made Uſe of in Scripture. And do 
you or J, Sir, in all our Sermons, Journals, Preſer— 
vatives, and Chriitian Libraries, undertake to uſe 
none but ſcriptural Expreſſions? Had we done this, 

C4 one 


Deut. xxix. 29. 
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one Benefit might indeed have accrued to the Public, 


It would conſiderably have reduced our Volumes,— - 


But I trifle as well as Mr. Wesley. You proceed to 
enforce your Remonſtrance, by adding“ Neither 
& has the Expreflion any Countenance from Scrip- 
& ture.” I am really aſhamed to detain our Readers 
any longer upon ſo trivial a Point. Therefore what 
I am going to reply, is only a Word to yourſelf. 
You, Sir, can tell who it is that affirms in a certain 
Hymn; 


For ev'ry Man 

It's finiſh'd it's paſt— 
The World is forgiv'n 
Fer FESUS's Sake. 


The World forgiven ? What, all the World? Every 
Child of Adam? They who believe not on CHRIST 


and die in their Sins? This you cannot mean ; this: 


you dare not aſſert; this, I think, no Mortal can 
ſuppoſe. You yourſelf therefore, by“ the World,” 
muſt intend “ the believing World ;”” and are you 
offended at Aſþpaſio for commenting on your Text? 
For exprefling plainly what is implied in your own 
Words ? 

In the LORD ſhall all the Houſe of Iſrael be juſtified. 
This Text Aſpaſio quotes, and acquieſces in the 
common Verſion, upon which you animadvert. It 
„ ought unqueſtionably to be rendered by or through 
c the LORD.” How hard is Aſpaſio's Lot ! If he 
does not uſe the exact language of Scripture, he is 
criminal at your Bar, witneſs the preceding ObjeCtion 
if he does uſe the exact Language of Scripture, as in 
the preſent Inftance, you indite him for an errone- 
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4 us Tranſlation. So that it is next to impoſſible to 


'eſcape your Cenſure. 

In the LORD, you affirm is not the pure Lan- 
guage of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranſlation, 
& and ought unqgue/tionably to be rendered by or 


* through the LORD.” Let, Duiſquis adbuc uno 
Fpartam colit 40e Mineruam— Whoever has learnt 
” Hebrew no more than a Month, will aſſure our 
' Engliſh Reader, that the Prefix 2 is the very firſt 
Word in the Bible. Muſt it there be tranſlated by 


or through the Beginning ?—If our young Scholar 
have only his Pſalter, he can ſhew the ſame Particle 
occurring three Times within the firſt Verſe. In the 
Counſel—in the Fay—In the Seat. — Twice in the 
ſecond Verſe; His Delight is in the Law—lIn His 
Law will he exerciſe Himſelf. Three Times more in 
the Remainder of the Pſalm, Shall bring forth Fruit 
in his Scaſon Shall nit and in Fudgment. Neither in 
the Congregation of the Kighteous Now let the 
Englihh Reader judge for himſelf, whether the He- 
brew Prefix muit * unqueſtionably be rendered” in 
all theſe Places © by or through.” By or through 
his Seaſon ! By or through the Congregation ! But 
J ſtop, there is no Need to apply all tne Paſſages. 
Neither is there any Need of critical Skill in Lan- 
guages, to determine concerning any ne of them. 
Common Senſe in this Caſe is {uilcicatly qualified 
to be our Critic and cur Arbitrator, —-I only wiſh, 
Sir, you had produced the Evidence for the corrected 
Verſion. Then the Public might have ſeen on. 
which Side the Balance were likely to turn; and 
which were the moſt cogent Logic, * A/ha/is's Doc- 
« trine is falſe, therefore the Tranſlation is wrong 

cc or 
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or the Tranſlation is fair, therefore his Doctrine 
& is true.“ 

By this Time, I believe, the unlearned Reader 
will begin to diſcern, what Degree of Credit is due 
to your Criticiſms upon the Original, and to your 
Alteration of the common Verſion, when they are 
ſupported by nothing more, than your bare Aſſer- 
tion.—I alſo begin to be apprehenſive that our can- 
vaſſing the Senſe of Words, and ſifting the dead 
Languages, will be no very agreeable Entertainment 
to any Reader, I will therefore for the future be 
more conciſe in the Execution of this Buſineſs ; eſpe- 
cially as I have here given à Specimen of what might 
be done. I will try, if it is not poſſible, to animate 
what would otherwiſe be dull, and to blend godly 
edifying, with critical Diſquiſition. 

Je are complete in bim. With this Tranſlation alſo 
Mr. W:fiey finds Fault. The Words literally 
„rendered are, ye are filled with him.“ —1I am ready 
to grant, that Places may be found, where the Pre- 
poſition & muſt be underſtood according to your 
denſe, But then every one knows that this is not 
the native, obvious, literal Meaning ; rather a 
Meaning ſwayed, influenced, moulded by the pre- 
ceding or following Word, The literal Signification 
of e ade is as we have rendered it. Nor is there the 
leaft Occaſion to depart from the received Interpre- 
tation, it is ſuitable to the Context, and to the Scope 
of the whole Epiſtle. 

However, we will ſuppoſe your Criticiſm to be 
juſt. Does this deitroy or encrvate AMpaſio's Argu- 
ment? Would you have one Meaning contradict or 
ſupplant the other? « Ye are tilled 2:75 him, therefore 
« ye are not complete in him?“ Does the former 
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Senſe include or imply the latter? Can you, or I, 
or any one be filled with every Requiſite for our Re- 
covery and Happineſs, yet not be complete? It ſeems 
therefore, you get nothing by this Criticiſm, but the 
Satisfaction of doing Violence to the Phraſe, with- 
out any Improvement of the Senſe, or any Advan- 
tage to your Cauſe. 

« The whole Paſſage (you affirm) relates to Sane- 
ce tification, not to Juſtihcation,” Where is your 
Proof, Sir? This we always expect. This Mr. Veſtiy 
ſeldom, if ever, condeſcends to give. © Yes, he ſays, 
% any unprejudiced Reader may obſerve it.” A 
ſtrange Kind of Proof! reducible to no Figure in 
Logic, unleſs there be a Figure ſtiled Preſumption. 
Was I to anſwer for the unprejudiced Reader, I 
think he would obſerve the very reverſe. The Words 
of the Apoſtle are not a little forcible againſt your 
Senſe of the Paſlage, as will appear from the tranſi- 
tive Adverb alſo. The next and the ſubſequent 
Verſes, we allow, relate to Sanctification: If this 
Verſe does the ſame, ſuch is the Manner of the 
Apoftle's Reafoning, * In whom ye are ſanctified, 
e in whom allo ye are ſanctifhed.” Whereas if the 
firſt Clauſe denotes the Juſtification of the Colaſſian 
Converts through the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
if the following Periods deſcribe their Sanctification, 
as a Conſequence of this moſt happily operating Pri- 
vilege, then the Reaſoning is juſt, and the Tranfition 
graceful, © In Him ye are completely juſtified, in 
Him alſo ye are truly ſanctified.“ 

The whole Paſlage is calculated to teach us that 
CHRIST is the Fuln:ſs of our Suficicncy. In Him, 
and in Him alone, there is enough to anſwer all the 
Purpoſes of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 

and 
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and Redemption,—It is intended likewiſe to ad- 
moniſh us, that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with Him 
alone, in Oppoſition to all the fond Inventions of 
Men ; who would introduce ſomething elſe for the 
Ground of our Confidence, and the Cauſe of our 
Conſolation, as though it was ſaid ;— 

It indeed our LORD JESUS CHRIST had 
been an ordinary Perſon, or merely a created Being, 
ye might well be offended at my Doctrine. Ye 
might then with ſome colour of Reaſon ſeek to the 
Maxims of Philoſophy for Wiſdom, or to the Works 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs. But CHRIST is 
an immenſely glorious Perſon, for in Him are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. CHRIST 
is an incomparably exalted Sovereign.—for He is the 
Head of all Principalities and Powers.—Yea, CHRIST 
is the ſupreme incomprehenſible JEHOVAH,; for 
in Him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD 

} bodily, Being therefore tranſplanted into Him by 
Faith, ye are complete, Partakers of Him; ye 
have every Bleſſing and all Good. Thought cannot 
imagine, nor Deſire crave, any Thing farther, 
greater, higher. 

Matchleſs Privilege ! Exalted Felicity! O may 
the Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it, 
fill our Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyſs of the 
Sea Then we will ſing the Hymn which once ex- 
preſſed your Sentiments, and ſtill expreſſes mine. 


* Toin Earth and Heav'n to bleſs 
The LORD our Righteouſneſs. 


The 


* See p. 56. of Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Anonymous 
indeed, but univerſally aſcribed to Mr, Meſtey. In theſe 
| excellent 
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The Myſtery of Redemption this, 
This the SAV IOU R's ftrange Deſign ; 
Man's Offence was counted His, 


Ours his Righteouſneſs divine. 


In Him complete we ſhine, 
His Death, his Life is mine: 
Fully am I juſtified, 
Free from Sin, and more than free, 
Guiltleſs, ſince for me he died, 
Righteous, ſince He liv'd for me. 


The Text lately quoted from Jaiab, is Part of a 
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Uſefulneſs, 
We then conſidered a Fragment of it in a critical 
View; let us now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional Spirit, Thus examined, I truſt it will 
be no longer a dry Bone, but a Feaſt of fat Things 


full of Marrow. Permit me to propoſe a correct 


Tranſlation of the Original; to add a ſhort Illuſtra- 
tion of the Meaning, and then take my Leave for 


the preſent, 


Look 


excellent Lines, how ſtrongly marked are the Sentiments 
of the Goſpel! Our, Offences ſo fully imputed to 
CHRIST, as to be accounted His. His Righteouſneſs 
ſo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. In 
Him we are complete, becauſe His moſt obedient Life, 
and his all-atoning Death are ours. We are guiltleſs, 
not through our Repentance, or Reformation, but be- 
cauſe he has died for us. We are righteous, not on Ac- 
count of any Graces or Attainments of our own, but be- 
cauſe he has lived for us. To theſe Truths 1 moſt cor- 
dially ſubſcribe. This is that good old Wine that once 
made Mr. Weſey's Heart glad. He has ſince taſted 


new ; but I hope he will be brought to ſay, The old is 
EL better,” 
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Look unto me and be ſaved all the Ends of the Earth, 
for I am GOD, and there is none elſe *. By myſelf 
have I fworn, the Mord of + Righteouſneſs goeth out of 
my Mouth, the Mord ſhall not return. To me every 
Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue ſhall ſwear , ſaying 
furely & in the LORD have 1 Righteouſneſs | and 

ö Strength. 


None ele. ps exactly rendered, ſignifies Here 7s 
wot beſides. Not any Perſon, nor any Thing. No Perſon 
able to lend an helping Hand. No Thing capable of 
yielding the leaſt Aſſiſtance. 

+ The Word of Righteouſneſs, M mpTy I apprehend is 
equivalent to St. Paul's noyo; Amziooums, and fignihes, if 
not the whole Goſpel, that precious Doctrine, which is 
the Goſpel in Epitome, For the Vindication of this 
Verhon, ſee Vitringa in loc. 

t Shall ſebcar. Our Tranſlation ſeems to diſcontinue 
the divine Speech here; which weakens the Force and 
diminiſhes the Dignity of the Paſſage, I apprehend 
JEHOVAH is till ſpeaking, and in the following 
Words, preſcribes the Form of the Confeſſion, or dictates 
the Words of the Oath, in which Sinners ſhall teſtify 
their Allegiance—even the Allegiance of Faith. Agree- 
ably to this Suppoſition, I would tranſlate the Word & 
faying. It will then denote not one, or a few, but every 
Tongue mentioned in the foregoing Verſe. wb I am 
aware 1s of the feminine Gender, but every Reader knows 
how often the Hebrews neglect the Nicety of grammati- 
cal Conſtruction, and every Reader ſees that the Idea of 
wR or of a Per/on, is comprehended in the Word Tongue. 

$ The Prophet's 58 /urely, is ſomething like the 
Apoſtle*s ANN pevevys, yea, doubtleſs, Phil. iii. 8. The 
HOLY GHOST teaches Believers to ſpeak with Vehe- 
mence upon this Point, to ſignify their ſted faſt and reſo- 
lute Affiance in the glorious REDEEMER, together 
with the mighty and matchleſs Importance of this Faith. 
] have taken in this Idea becauſe it 1s ſuggeſted by the 
Engliſh Tranſlation, though I prefer the exclufeve Senſe, 
only as implying an abſolute and total Renunciation of 
every other Contidence. 

l| Righteouſneſs, This is the preciſe Signification of 
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trengtb. To Him ſhall Men come, and all that are ef 
uud in Him, ſhall be aſhamed. In the LORD hall 
all the Seed of {rael be juſtified, and in Him ſhall they 
glory. 

5 5 the SON of GOD preſents himſelf in all 
7 the Glories of His Perſon, and all the Riches of 
"His Grace. Preſents Himſelf, as the Object of 
Faith, and the Author of Salvation. To be received 


A by Sinners, without any recommending Qualities, 
or any Pre-eminence of one above another. But 
j hear his gracious Words. 

Lock unto me, wretched ruined Tranſgreffors, as 
the wounded Ifraelites looked unto the brazen Ser- 


pent. Look unto me dying on the Croſs as your 
Victim, and obeying the Law as your Surety.—Not 
by doing, but by looking and believing ; not by 
your own Deeds, but by my Works, and my Suffer- 
ings, be ye ſaved. This is the myſterious but certain 
Way of Salvation. Thus ſhall ye be delivered from 
Guilt, reſcued from Hell, and reconciled to GOD. 
Who are invited to partake of this ineſtimable Bene- 
fit? All the Ends of the Earth. People of every Na- 
tion under Heaven; of every Station in Life; of 


every Condition and every Character, not excepting 
the chiefeſt of Sinners. 


Is it poſſible that the Obedience of one, ſhould 
ſave innumerable Millions? It is not only poſſible 
but indubitable. For I am GOD infinite in Dignity 
and Power ; therefore all-ſufficient, yea omnipotent 
to ſave, To fave all that come unto me; be the 


Moultitudes 


dpi which being in the plural Number, ſeems to denote 
= Completeneſs. A Righteouſueſs, perfect, entire, and lack- 
ing nothing, Having every Thing neceſſary for our 
Ws Pardon, our Acceptance, our everlaſting Fuſtification, 
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rate. (Is nothing to be done by Tranſgreſſors them. ® 


ſelves? Are no Conditions to be fulfilled on their 


2. "2" 
7 
Multitudes ever ſo great, or their Caſes ever ſo deſpe- | 


Part?) None—there is nought beſide me. No Ferſon © 


can take any Share in this great Tranſaction. No- 
thing can in the leaſt Degree co-operate with my 
Merits. Should you add to my Obedience and 


Death, all that Saints have performed, and Martyrs | 


have endured, it would be like adding a Grain to 
the Sands of the Ocean, or a Moment to the Days 
of Eternity. 

Such is my compaſſionate Invitation, and this my 
inviolable Decree. I have not only ſpoken, but 
ſworn ;, ſworn by myſelf and all my incomprehenſible 
Excellencies. The Mord of Righteouſneſs, that which 
relates to the grandeſt of all Subjects, and moſt im- 
portant of all intereſts, is planned, adjuſted, and 
unalterably determined. Now even now zt goes out 
of my Mouth, 1s declared with the utmoſt Solemnity, 
and eſtabliſhed by Veracity itſelf. The Word ſhall 
not return, either to be repealed by me, or fruſtrated 


by any other. —What is the Decree confirmed bj 


this moſt awful Oath ? We are all Attention to hear 
it. To me every Knee ſhall bow. Every Soul of Man, 
who defires to inherit eternal Life, ſhall ſubmit to 
my Righteouſneſs, and as an unworthy Creature, as 
an obnoxious Criminal, obtain the Blefling wholly 
though my Atonement.— Te me every Tongue ſhall 
ſiuear. Be Man's ſuppoſed Virtues ever ſo various, 
or ever ſo ſplendid, all ſhall be diſclaimed, and my 
Worthineſs alone ſhall ſtand. Renouncing every other 
Truſt, they ſhall repoſe the Confidence of their 
Souls on me alone, and make public Confeſſion of 
this their Faith before the whole World. — But we, 

O LORD, 
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T LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order our 
Ppeech by reaſon of Darkneſs. — This then ſhall be 
the Form of your Oath, ſuch the 'Tenour of your 


Confeſſion. 


# Sarey—lt is a moſt wonderful, yet a moſt faithful 


aying, extremely comfortable and equally certain, 


34 not in myſelf, not in a poor frail Creature, 


| ut in the incarnate JEHOVAH alone, in his 
divinely excellent Deeds, and unutterably meritori- 
ous Sufferings, I have Righteouſneſs, à Righteouſneſs 


without Spot, without DefeCt, and in all Reſpects 
conſummate: Such as ſatisfies every Requirement of 
the Law, and moſt thoroughly expiates all my Ini- 
quities. Such as renders me completely accepted be- 
fore my Judge, and intitles me to everlaſting Life, 
From the joyful Knowledge, the perſonal Appropri- 


ation, and the perpetual Improvement of this ineſti- 


mable Privilege, I have Strength four my Sanctifica- 
tion. Now do I indeed delight myſelf in the LORD, 
who perfectly reconciled, and infinitely gracious, has. 
done ſo great Things for me. Now do I cordially 


love my Neighbour, and being ſo happy myſelf, un- 


feignedly long for his eternal Happineſs, that he 
may be a Partaker with me of this great Salvation, 
To this Sovereign Decree, the Prophet ſets, as it 


were, his Seal, or elſe, in a Tranſport of Joy, he 
foretells the Accompliſhment of it. Yes, my Bre- 


* 
> 


— 5 thren, to Him, even to this gracious REDEEMER 


ball Men come. I ſee them flying as Clouds for Mul- 
titude, as Doves for Speed. They believe the Re- 
port of his Goſpel, and receive of His Fulneſs.— 
Whereas, all they that are offended in Him, that can- 
not away with his Doctrine, which pours Contempt 
upon all human Excellency, and will allow no Righ- 

D teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs to avail but that which is divine; who re- * | ft 


fuſe to. come unto Him, poor, and mib and 


ſtript of every Recommendation; all they fhall be 7 


aſhamed, The Fig-Leaves of heir own Duties, or 


their own Endowments, ſhall neither adorn them 
for Glory, nor ſcreen them from Wrath—but ſhall 


abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them wit! 


While on the other Hand, a/! * 9 
the Seed of Tſrael, every true Believer, ſhall be juſti- 


double Confuſion. 


fed in the LORD. Againſt theſe Perſons no Ac- 
cuſation ſhall be valid: No Condemnation ſhall ' 


take Place: So magnificent is the Majeſty, ſo ſur- 
paſſingly cflicacious are the Merits of their SAVI- | 

OUR, that in him they ſhall not only confide, but | 
cloathed 


glory; not only be ſafe, but triumphant; 
with His incomparable Righteouſneſs, they ſhall 
challenge every Adverſary, and defy every Danger. 
To this Portion of Scripture I have led back your 
Thoughts, thatT might not cloſe with any diſguſting 
Sentiments, but might leave a ſweet Savour on your 
Mind, on the Reader's Mind, and on the Mind of 


Rev. Sir, 
Your's, Se. 


LET Trin. 


Rev. Sin, 


ET me, now, reſume my Obſervations on 
your Epiſtle. Which I do, not for the Sake 
of diſputing, but for the Cauſe of Truth. 
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REV. MR. WESLEY, 35 
The Goſpel contains many ſublime and glorious 
Truths, But there is one, which, beyond all others, 
characterizes its Nature, its Import, and Deſign. 
Which makes it moſt eminently to differ from every 
other Form of Religion, profeſſed or known in the 


orld. I mean the Doctrine of free 7u/?ification, 


A rough the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This is 


o the Religion of FESUS, what the particular 

Features and Turns .of Countenance, are to each 
individual Perſon. 

I have ſometimes amuſed myſelf, with ſtanding by 

a Painter, and obſerving him at his Work. Here, 

I have been ſurpriſed to ſee, how much a very little 

Stroke would alter the Aſpect of his Draught ; would 


turn the gay into a melancholy, or the compoſed 


into a frantic Countenance. Several of Mr. Weſſey's 
"Touches are to Appearance ſmall ; but, I fear, they 
vill be found todisfigure morethanalittle the heavenly 
Pourtrait; and give a new, not the native, Air, to 
the Truth as it is in FESUS.—ButI proceed; my 

- Bufineſs being, to prove, not to blame, 
Sinners who betake themſelves to the all- ſuffici- 
ent SAVIOUR for Redemption, are fully accepted 
by GOD, for his beloved SON's Sake. This is 
= Juſtification through imputed Righteouſneſs, ſays 
Apaſio.— That remains to be proved,” anſwers 
Mr. Meſtey.—I think it is pretty largely, and I 
< would hope, it is ſatisfactorily proved, through the 
whole Book.—Nay; I find Mr. Maſtey himſelf ere 
long acknowledging, that, “as to the Doctrine, we 


; 5 e are agreed. Either therefore you have received the 


Proof, which you demand; or elſe you can ſubmit 
without Conviction, and agree without Cauſe of 
D 2 Agree- 


2228 — 
2 0 
”» 4 - —* 
. n — SO. "4-45 = a » at * 
— — - — 
- * 9 >” TE 
- — 5 * = 8 


% 


„ „ „ . evo i Err amd * — — 3 
- — — — - . - — 3 
— — — - — — — gow = 2 


CC . EE 
1 * 


36 LETTERS TO THE LET. 3. 


Agreement. Not to take Advantage of ſuch Slips, 
I would rather enlarge upon what may be uſeful. 

I would aſk Mr. Meſey; in what other Way Sin- 
ners can be juſtified or accepted, ſave only through 
imputed Righteouſneſs ?—Through their own good' 
Deeds, and holy Tempers? This ſuppoſes the Fruits 
to be good, while the Tree is corrupt; and would 
make Salvation to be of Works, not of Grace, 
Through their own Faith, ſtanding in the Law? 
Then they are juſtified before a perfect G OD, by 
an imperfect Endowment; and Life eternal is 
obtained, by the Exerciſes of their own Mind, not 
hy the Merits of FESUS CHRIST.—Are they 
juſtified without any Righteouſneſs, either wrought 
by themſelves, or received * from another? This is 
an unworthy Thought; this were an unſufferable 
Practice; IEH OVA H himſelf being Judge. He 
that juſtifieth the Wicked is an Abomination +. 

Say not; GOD is a free Agent, and not bound 
to obſerve his own Law. Say rather; The Rule of 
Righteouſneſs revealed in the Law, is his moſt ſted- 
faſt Will; unchangeable as his Nature. —Conſider 
alſo; What this Law requires. A Satisfaction for 
Sin, not defective, but completely ſufficient ; a Per- 

formance 


2 Oz AzpuCarcilc, They who receive the Gift of Righte- 
euſneſs. Rom. v. 17. 

+ Prov. xvii. 15. This is an invariable Maxim. It is 
that Word of GOD, which endureth for ever. Yet it is 
no ObjeQion to his Method of juſtifying the Ungodly. 
Becauſe, He firſt imputes his SON's Righteouſneſs unto 
them: Thereby renders them truly and perfectly righte- 
ous: Then pronounces them ſuch; and as ſuch, receives 
them to Pardon, to Favour, and eternal Life. Does not 
the Text, thus confidered, afford an inconteſtable Ar- 
gument for the Neceſſity of an imputed Righteouſneſs ? 
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formance of the Command, not ſincere only, but 
abſolutely perfect. Will GOD, in juſtifying a Sin- 
ner, diſregard, contradict, overthrow his own Law? 
In no wiſe. Since then it inſiſts upon, what no 
Mortal can yield, muſt not all Fleſh periſh for ever! 

This would be the unavoidable Conſequence, if 
Matters reſted upon human Abilities. But here the 
bleſſed Goſpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us, 
that GOD, in his immenſe Mercy, and unſearch- 
able Wiſdom, has found out a Way, at once, to 
ſatisfy the unalterable Law, and fave inſolvent Man. 
To juſtify even the chief of Sinners; yet without 
the leaſt Violation of Juſtice, Truth, or Holineſs. — 
What is this Way? His own SON accompliſhes 
the great Work. —-How ! By relaxing the Precepts 
of the Law, that we may perform them? By diſ- 
annulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may 
eſcape it? Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, before 
any ſuch diſhonourable Expedient takes Place. On 
the contrary; He gives Satisfaction to the Sentence, 
by ſuffering the tremendous Puniſhment denounced ; 


and He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the ſinleſs 


Obedience required, —Becauſe this was to be finiſhed 
in the Nature, which had tranſgreſſed, therefore He 
was made Man. Becauſe this was to be truly, or 
rather infinitely meritorious, therefore the Man was 
one Perſon with the GODHEAD. 

Still it may be enquired; How the Obedience of 
Another can relieve my Diſtreſs? How indeed? But 
by G O D's transferring my Guilt to Him, and im- 
puting his Obedience to me. By this Method, the 
Thing is clearly and completely effected. In this 
Method, I ſee a Propriety and an Efficacy, that 
ſilence my Doubts, and comfort my Heart. Ac- 
| D 3 cordingly, 
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cordingly, it is written, in the Scriptures; GOD 
was in CHRIST reconciling the World unto Himſelf, 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. GOD ; the 
Work was too arduous, to be performed by a 
created Agent. Therefore G OD himſelf was in 
CHRIST, None leſs than the Almighty LORD 
could execute the Buſineſs. But if HE undertake 


it, how ſucceſsfully muſt it be carried on, and how : 


gloriouſly finiſhed !—Reconciting the World , not ſet- 
ting poor Tranſgreſſors to reconcile themſelves, but 
Himſelf contriving all, providing all, doing and ſuf- 
fering all, that was needful for this great Purpoſe, 
Being Himſelf the Creditor, the Sponſor, and Payer 
of the Debt,—How was all this brought to paſs ? 
By not imputing our Treſpaſſes unto Us ; but taking them 
all upon Himſelf; bearing them all, in his own Body, 
upon the Tree; and ſuſtaining the Vengeance, due 
to all our Crimes.— Thus was the Holy ONE and 
the Juſt made Sin for Us; that We, finful Duſt and 
Aſhes, might, in the very ſame Manner, be made the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him. The former could be 
only by Imputation; and ſo only can be the latter, 
If Men talk of being accepted for CHRIS T's 
Sake, yet reject the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, 
they muſt have very inadequate Notions, concern- 
ing the Relation which CHRIST bears to his Peo- 
ple, and the Nature of his mediatorial Under- 
taking. Does this ſeem obſcure ? I explain myſelf. 
A Perſon may conduct himſelf fo honourably and ex- 
cellently, as, on Account of his worthy Deeds, to 


obtain Favour in Behalf of another. And this, 


without being his Surety, or any Thing like his 
proper Righteouſneſs, Witneſs the famous Inſtance 
of the two Brothers, Amyntas and Zſchylus. The 

former, 
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2 tormer, was a gallant Hero; who expoſed his Life, 
elf, 4 and loſt his Arm, in the Defence of his Country. 


the The latter, was an abandoned and infamous Profli- 
' a gate; whoſe Crimes had brought him to the Bar of 
in public Juſtice. The Hero, on the Day of Trial, 

0 ; appeared as an Advocate for his Brother, He ſpoke 
4 nothing, but only lifted up to View the maimed and 
diſmembered Arm. This filent Oratory ſtruck the 
* Aſſembly ; ; and pleaded ſo powerfully, that the Cri- 
minal was unanimouſly acquitted, —Here was an 
Acquittal of one, in Conſideration of the Merits of 
another. But then the obnoxious Party had no ſpe- 
cial Intereſt in thoſe Merits, "They were not ac- 
quired or exerciſed, with a particular Reference 
to his Good. He could not ſay, They are mine. 
| Neither did they make him, in any Degree, or in 
any Senſe, righteous, —Whereas, the Reverſe of all 
this is true, with regard to FESUS CHRIST, and 
juſtified Sinners. This you and I, Sir, have aſſerted. 
Let us never retract the good Confeſſion. But, as it 
is the Truth of the Goſpel, let us ftill and for ever 
ſay, 


In HIM complete we ſhine. 
Becauſe 

Ours is Righteouſneſs divine. 

De Theron, ſpeaking of the Terms inherent and im- 
= A>puted, calls them nice Diſtinctions and metaphyſical 
= Subtilties. Mr. Weſey makes Apaſis apply the de- 
0 pretiating Remark to the active and paſſive Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST. Whereas, he ſays no ſuch 
Thing. He means no ſuch Thing. He is treating. 
of a Subject totally different. And was he to main- 
tain ſuch a Sentiment, every one muſt obſerve, it 
would entirely overthrow his whole Scheme. 

D 4 © You 
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* You oblige us to make uſe of metaphyſical Sub- 
<« tilties by confounding thoſe very different Ideas, 
dc that is, CHRIST's active and paſſive Righte- 
ce guſneſs.” I could hardly believe my Eyes, for 
ſome Time; though both of them atteſted, that this 
was produced as a Quotation from pag. 202, 203. 
In which Pages, and for a conſiderable Space, before 
and after, the Subject of Debate is the Difference be- 
tween inherent and imputed Righteouſneſs. — was, 
I own, quite vexed, to ſee Aſpaſio ſo mal-treated 
his Diſcourſe ſo miſrepreſented; and fo little Regard 
paid to literary Juſtice, And glad J am, that I did 
not give Vent to my Thoughts, juſt at that inſtant, 
I might have been too warm, and not have ſpared 
the Rod. But upon cooler Conſideration, | began 
to recover, and the Preſcription of Horace was of 
Service, 
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Amara lento temperat R. ſu. 


I began to call your Conduct, not Artifice or 
Slight of Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought miſ- 
applied. As you had been thinking ſo long upon 
the other Topic, it dwelt upon your Imagination 
kept this from your Attention; and led you both to 
Preacher, to miſcall Things. Like a certain 

Preacher, \who having loft his Fortune in the Bub- 
bles of the Year 19, and having Occafion to men- 
tion the Deliverance of the J/raelites from Egypt, 
told his Audience, That Pharaoh and his Hoſt, were 
all drowned in the South Sea—Poor Man! He 
meant the red Sea, 

Mr, Weſley proceeds: © We do not confound the 
active and paſſive Righteouſneſs.” —Does Aſpaſio, 
dir? He that conſiders them particularly and diſtinct- 


ly? 
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? He that examines each with a critical and mi- 


nute Exactneſs? If this be to confound, Order and 
Confuſion have changed their Nature. 


« Neither do we ſeparate them.” It is ſomewhat 
difficult to underſtand, what you mean by ſeparating 
the active and paſſive Righteouſneſs of our LORI.— 
Separating them, as to their Influence? Then you 
muſt be ſenſible, this is never done by Apaſio. You 


"cannot but know, that he diſclaims ſuch a Refine- 


ment. He proteſts againſt ſuch a Practice. Do 
you mean, treating them as Things really diſtinct, 

though always uniting their Agency? Then 1 am at, 
a Loſs to reconcile Mr. J/-fl:y with himſelf. For in 
the very next Paragraph, he thus expreſſes himſelf. 
« Through the Merits of his Life and Death, every 
& Believer is juſtifhed.” Are not the Merits of his 
Life here di/tingui/hed from the Merits of his Death? 
Does not the former Expreſſion denote his active, 
the latter his paſſive Obedience? Or would you be 
underſtood to mean? * Through the Merits of his 
& Life, which are nothing elſe but the Merits of his 
% Death.” If you would not ſpeak in this Manner, 
ſo unworthy of your better Judgment, you do the 
very Thing which you blame.—This is done ftill 
more apparently, in one of your Hymns. Where 
we fee, not only a Separation, but a diſtinct Uſe 
and Application of the ſeparated Subjects. 


Grant this, O LORD, for thou haſt ay a, 
That I might be forgiven : 


Thou haſt the Righteouſneſs ſupply'd, 
For which I merit Heaven. 


I could eaſily excuſe Mr. IV:/ley, for being a little 
inconſiſtent with himſelf; did he not alſo venture to 
coniront 
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confront the Apoſtle, by the following Aſſertion. 
« Neither have we any Authority from Scripture, 
<& for either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate 
&« from the other. Does not St. Paul, in one 
Paſſage, ſpeak of the Obedience? In another, of 
the Death of CHRIST? Does he not, in one 
Place, enlarge upon the Righteouſneſs ? In another 
upon the Blood of CHRIST? If fo, we have an 
Authority from Scripture, we have the Example of 
the chiefeſt Apoſtle, for this Way of thinking and 
ſpeaking. | 

We have alſo a concurrent Teſtimony from the 
Genius and Import of the original Language. Do 
not vraxey and gnaiovm ſignify ſomewhat different 
from aye and barzic;? Are there any approved Wri- 
ters, who uſe theſe Words promiſcuouſly? as fo 
many ſynonimous and convertible Terms? If not, 
the Voice of Grammar will vindicate the Propriety 
of our Conduct, while we aſſign a ſeparate Diſcourſe 
to each Subject, and exhibit them ſeverally in the 
molt diſtinct View. | 

Are not Light and Heat always united in the Sun ? 
Is the Naturaliſt to blame, who conſiders them 
diſtinctly; and examines each Property, in a ſeparate 
Treatiſe? You would commend this Practice in the 
Philoſopher, as the Way to enter thoroughly into 
the Knowledge of his Subject. And why ſhould 
you explode or cenſure it, in the Chriſtian Divine ? 
Are not theological "Truths as worthy of a circum- 
ſtantial and accurate Inveſtigation, as philoſophical ? 
Will they not as amply reward our Diligence, and 
yield as rich Advantage to the ſerious Enquirer ? 

The Righteouſneſs which juſtifies Sinners, is al- 
ready wrought out, ſays Aſpaſio. —A crude, unſcrip- 
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= c tural Expreſſion,“ replies Mr. eſſey.— It may be 

ſo. But if the Expreſſion is plain and true, I will 

5 ſit down content. This however, you will allow 

me to obſerve; that it is no new one, and is not far 

from ſcriptural. WYorketh Rightcouſneſs, you know, 
is a ſcriptural Phraſe. Does the Word out ſpoil it, 
or the Word already? J ſuppoſe, the latter may be 
moſt offenſive. Yet you ſpeak, in this very Para- 
graph, of being. “ juſtified by the Merits of 
« CHRIST's Life and Death.” Are not theſe 
Matters already tranſacted? Is not the Merit of 
them already perfect? Or can any Language expreſs 
theſe Things more clearly, and affirm them more 
ſtrongly, than thoſe emphatical Words in one of 


your own Hymns ? 


Let us for this Faith contend, 
Sure Salvation is its End: 


Head'n already is begun, 
n Life IS won. 


Pardon me he Sir, if I ſtill ſuſpeR, that the 
Doctrine and its Conſequences, rather than the Ex- 
preflion and its Crudity, awaken your Jealouſy, If 
this Doctrine be admitted, if the juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs be already wrought, it muſt abſolutely over- 
turn all your Pre- requiſites, Qualifications, and Con- 
ditions; Conditions of Repentance, Obedience, and 
I know not what beſides. We muſt ſay to every 
one of them, as Jehu ſaid to the Meſſengers of Jo- 
ram: What haſt thou to do with the grand Article of 
Juſtification ? Get thee behind me, Could they be ful- 
filled, they would come a Day too late; like the 


dickle, when the Harveſt is reaped, Could they be 
fulfilled 
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fulfilled in all their imaginary Dignity, they would, 9 4 
in this Relation, be needleſs; like a Propoſal for 


augmenting the Splendour of the Sun. 


« The Righteouſneſs, which juſtifies ſinful Man, | 


c was ſet on Foce, when GOD ſent forth his SON, 


4 from the Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, 


to be born of a Woman, and made ſubject to the 
« Law.—lt was carried on, through the whole 
4 Courſe of our SAVIOUR's Life; in which 
« He always did ſuch Things, as were pleaſing to 
« his heavenly FATHER.—lIt was completed, at 
* that ever memorable, that grand Period, when 
the bleſſed IMMANUEL bowed his dying Head; 
& and cried, with a ſtrong triumphant Voice, IT 18 
« FINISHED.” —Upon this Extract from Aſpa/io's 
Diſcourſe, Mr. 7/:/ley exclaims, «O vain Philoſo- 
« phy !*—Philoſophy ! This Philoſophy, Sir! Never 
did I hear, till this Moment, ſuch Doctrines aſcribed 
to Philoſophy. But this I have heard and this I 
believe; that the World, even the learned and philo- 
ſophic World, by their boaſted / iſdom knew not 
GOD; nor GOD's Method of Salvation, by the 
Sufferings of an innocent, and the Obedience of a 
divine Perſon. Their Philoſophy prejudiced them 


againſt it; puffed them up with a vain Conceit of 


their own Sufficiency; and ſet them at the greateſt 
Diſtance from ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD. 

I wiſh, Sir, you would ſhew me, in which of the 
Philoſophers I might find theſe ſacred Sentiments ; 
or a Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them. I 
have, for a conſiderable Time, laid aſide my Plato, 
and have no more Inclination to turn over my Se— 
neca; becauſe I can ſee nothing like this divinely 

precious 


RR „„ * 1 
—_— 7 I ' WS; * s N 23 
4 „ © Wh 4 : * 
* þ ; . 


4s 


1 
1 

- ho 
93 
74 
25 
4 


2 * "iT 5 NN en 


bs 7 Ir. 3. REV. MR. WESLEY, 45 


precious Truth, 8 and enriching their Pages. 
But if you will diſcover this golden Vein in their 
Works, I will immediately renew my Acquaintance 
with them; and will do the Philoſophers a Piece of 
Juſtice, which Mr. Vaſiey denies them, I will not 
call their Philoſophy vain, but the /iſdom of GOD, 
and the Power of GOD. A Righteouſneſs wrought 
© out, and a Redemption obtained for us] The former 


divine! The latter eternal! Theſe, rightly under- 


” ſtood, make us beyond all the Treaſures of Litera- 
ture, wiſe. Theſe, habitually enjoyed, will, more 
effectually than all the Delineations of Morality of 
Exhortations to Virtue, render us holy, 

A divine Righteouſneſs (pardon me for dwelling 
on my favourite Topic) already wrought! A great 
Redemption perfectly finiſhed ! And this by the 
Abaſement, the Ignominy, the Indignities; by the 


| Cries, the Agonies, the Blood of our SAVIOUR. 


Yea, of our GOD, in Faſhion as a Man; in the 
Form of a Scrvant, a Slave, an execrable Male- 


factor. — What, like this, did a thouſand Philoſo- 


phers teach ? What, like this, do a thouſand of their 
Volumes contain? To ſtab our Pride; to tame our 
Fury; and to quench our Luſt? To kindle our Be- 
nevolence; to inflame our Devotion; to make us, 
in a Word, wiſe unte Salvation © 

& The plain Truth is, CHRIST lived and 
tc taſted Death for every Man.” —To be ſure then, 
fince every Man is not ſaved by Him, He lived and 
died only to make their Salvation poſſible, —From 
this and other Hints, I gueſs your Opinion to be, 
that CHRIST, by his Lite and Death, obtained 
only a Poſlibility of Salvation. [Which Salvation is 
to become our own, upon performing Terms and 


Con- 
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Conditions, bringing with us Pre-requiſites and 
Qualifications, ]J—If I miſtake you, Sir, in this Caſe, 
you have nothing more to do, than ſimply to deny 
my Suppoſition. This exculpates you at once. I = 
ſhall rejoice to hear you ſay; « As CHRIST \, 
« made us, and not we ourſelves; in like Manner - 
« He faves us, and not we ourſelves. No human En- 
« dowments, no human Performances, but CHRIST 
alone is the Author of eternal Salvation.” 

Should you reply, true CHRIST is the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation, but to thoſe only who obey 
Him.—l muſt then aſk ; What Obedience CHRIST 
requires? The Law ſays, Do, and live.“ CHRIST 
the End of the Law, ſays; Believe in ME, and 
« live. Be verily perſuaded, that I am ſufficient for 
&« thy Salvation, without any Working of thine at 
„ all. Is not the SON, the SON of the moſt 
* high GOD, given unto thee in the divine Record? 
« Be ſatisfied with his Doing and Suffering, without 
„ wiſhing for, or thinking of, any Thing more, to 
& procure thy final Acceptance? Let no one ac- 
count lightly of this Obedience. It is the Obedi- 
ence of Faith. The Obedience ſuited to the Name We 
JESUS. Obedience to the firſt and great Com- 8 
mand of the Goſpel. Beyond all other Expedients, . 
it excludes Boaſting; and, at the ſame Time, pro- 
duces that genuine Love, that filial Fear, which the 
Law of Works requires in vain. 

Only to make a Thing poſſible, and to effect it, 
are widely different. When our King fits out a 
Fleet, and gives his Admiral a Commiſſion, to har- 
raſs the French Coaſts, and deſtroy the French Ship- 
ping, he makes the Thing poſſible. But to carry 
the Deſign into Execution; to accompliſh the En- 

terprize, 


7 


terprize, now become practicable; is a far more 
arduous Taſk, and a far more honourable Atchieve- 
ment. How ſtrangely do thoſe Writers derogate 
from the Dignity and Glory of the REDEEMER; 
who would aſcribe to Him, what correſponds with 
the former; and attribute to Man, what bears a 
Reſemblance to the latter ! 

If CHRIST only made our Salvation poſfible, 
then we are to execute the Plan. We are to face 
the Enemy, to ſuſtain the Charge, and ſilence the 
Battery: We are to climb the Steep, to enter the 
Breach, and bring off the Standards. And fo, in 
all Reaſon, the Honour and Praiſe muſt be our 
own.— Whereas, the Goſpel gives all the Honour 
to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore the Heat 
and Burthen of the dreadful Day. He made Recon- 
ciliation for Iniquity, and brought in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, So that all our officious Attempts, 
like a Pinnace arriving after the Victory, ſhould be 
told, It is finiſhed; the great Salvation is already 
wrought. And inſtead of being diſſatisfied or diſap- 
pointed, methinks, we ſhould rejoice, unfeignedly 
rejoice, in the Accompliſhment of the glorious 
Work. 

If it ſhould occur to the Reader's Mind, that the 
Chriſtian Life is repreſented as a Warfare ; and that 
we ourſelves are commanded to fight, though under 
the Banner of our Divine Leader; to this Doubt I 
would anſwer—The Canaanite is /till in the Land; 
and we fight, not to gain the Country, but only to 
ſubdue the Rebels. 

* Whoever perverts ſo glorious a Doctrine, ſhews 
he never believed.” This may be the Subſtance 
of what Aſpaſſo maintains. Though not repreſented 
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ſo fully or ſo clearly, as he has expreſſed himſelf, 

owever, ſuch a ſmall Wrong we will readily ex- 
cuſe. It was done with no ſiniſter Intention, but 
for the Sake of Brevity. 

To this Poſition Mr, Weſtey replies; * Not ſo.” — 
That is; they did really and truly believe. But 
after their Belief, they apoſtatized, and fell from 
the Faith. They were, ſome Time, the Members 
of CHRIST, and Temples of the HOLY GHOST; 
but, quickly ſevered from their divine Head, they 
became the Slaves of the Devil, and Brands for the 
everlaſting Burning. Their Names were, indeed, 
written in Heaven. But it ſeems, the heavenly 
Records were leſs faithful than the Pariſh Regiſter. 
They were quickly eraſed, and their Place in the 
Book of Life knew them no more. 

Or thus—T hey did as really and truly believe, as 
thoſe who are now in the Manſions of Glory, But, 
after their true Knowledge of the Name of the LORD 
JESUS ; after their full Conviction of his Sufficiency 
and Faithfulneſs for their Salvation ; even ſuch as 
inclined and enabled them, to put their Truſt in Him 
alone, for their Acceptance with GOD ; they were 
diſappointed. Though CHRIST called them his 
Sheep, as thus hearing his Voice; yet He did not give 


unto them eternal Life, according to his Promiſe. But 


ſuffered Satan to pluck them out of bis Hand. 

Theſe Sentiments have no very probable, much 
leſs have they a pleaſing or recommending Aſpect. 
Let us enquire, whether they comport with St. John's 


Determination of the Caſe. Speaking of ſuch Back- 


fliders, he ſays, They went out from us, but they were 
not of us. Mr. Iſley, to be conſiſtent with himſelf, 
ſhould ſay on this Occaſion; * Not ſo; they were 
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of you, but they fell away from you.” —The 
& Apoſtle proceeds; For, if they had been of us, no 
Doubt, they would have continued with us. Had they 
been really converted, they would moſt undoubtedly 

have continued in our Doctrine and Fellowſhip. 
Their Revolt from our Doctrine, is a manifeſt Proof, 
that they never truly received it, nor with their 
Heart believed it. Their Departure from our Fel- 
lewſhip, is an evident Indication, that they were 
notwithſtanding all their Profeſſions, ſtill carnal, and 
never renewed by Grace, 

Mr. Meſtey produces a Text from St. Peter, with 
a View to ſupport his Objection. They who turn 
back as a Dog to his Vomit, had once eſcaped the Pollu- 
tions of the World, through the Knowledge of CHRIST. 
Here and elſewhere I perceive the Cannon roar, but 
without feeling the Ball. Before this Piece of ſacred 
Artillery can be brought to bear upon us, it will be 
neceſlary to prove, that the Knowledge of CHRIST, 
or even believing in CHRIS 7, always ſignifies true 
Faith, In ſome Places it certainly does. In other 
Places, it ſignifies no ſuch Thing. Therugh 1 have 
all Knowledge, ſays the Apoſtle ; yet even with this 
ſpecious Endowment I may be nothing. There as a 
Knowledge, ſays the ſame Author; which, inſtead 
of edifying, or eſtabliſhing the Soul in Godlineſs, 
puffeth up with Pride, We are likewiſe aſſured, that 
Simon the Sorcerer, though in the Gall of Bitterneſs 
and in the Bond of Iniquity, yet had Knowledge of the 
Things, which concerned the Kingdom of GOD, and the 
Name of JESUS CHRIST; nay, that he alſo 
believed, yet had neither Lot nor Portion in the in- 


eſtimable Bleſſing. 
| E Let 
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Let us attend to the Apoſtle's Manner, and we 
ſhall be led to put the ſame Interpretation upon the 
Phraſe, as it is uſed in the Paſſage before us. —Theſe 
People are not deſcribed, like the true Believers, to 
whom he addreſſes the Epiſtle. Here is no mention 
of their being Partakers of a divine Nature; of being 
born again by the incorruptible Seed ; or of having their 
Souls purified by the SPIRIT. They are only faid to 
have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World. - Again; 
the Word expreſſive of theſe Pollutions is pizopals, 
which denotes the groſſeſt Exceſſes, and moſt ſcan- 
dalous Iniquities. Conſequently, their abſtaining 
from ſuch Abominations, implies no more than 
what is called a negative Goodneſs, or a mere exter- 
nal Reformation. Their Luſts had been reſtrained 
only, not ſubdued, Therefore the unhappy W retches 
were eaſily overcome by their old Corruptions.— 
It is farther obſervable, that St. Peter never conſiders 
theſe Perſons as new Creatures. He calls them by 
no other Name, than the Dog and the Sow. Such 
they were, at firſt; no better, under all their Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity; and no other, even in their 
fouleſt Relapſes. When they returned again to their 
Vomit, or their filthy PraCtices, they returned to 
their own. 

There is, then, a Knowledge of CHRIST, which 
is only ſuperficial and notional; floats idly on the Un- 
derſtanding, but neither penetrates, nor ſanctifies 
the Heart, There is alſo a Knowledge of CHRIST, 
which is wrought by the SPIRIT, and engrafted 
into the Soul; which receives the Gift of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and brings Juſtihcation into the Conſci- 
ence, The Comfort and Joy of which, mortify the 
Love of Sin, and produce the Life of Holineſs. 
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This Knowledge, Sir, may you and I teach; in 
this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers 
abound; and may the divine Power give us, by 
Means of this Knowledge, all T hings pertaining to 
Life and Godlineſs | 
The Goodneſs of GOD leadeth to Repentance.— 
“ This is unqueſtionably true, ſays Mr. J//lzy. 
« But the nice metaphyſical Doctrine of imputed 
& Righteouſneſs” - Should you not rather have ſaid, 
The nice metaphyſical Phraſe ? Since, as to the 
Doctrine, we are, according to your own Confeſſion, 
agreed, Bound therefore, each of us, equally bound 
to clear it of the Conſequences, with which it may 
be charged, by the Author of the Preſervative, or by 
any other Objector. And as to the Phraſe, I cannot 
underſtand, by what Authority Mr. //z/ty calls it 
metaphyſical. T heron, it is true, uſes the Word, and 
applies it to the preſent Subject. But does not 
Mr. Wesley know, that Theron often perſonates an 
Enemy, and ſpeaks the Language of Unbelief? — 
Be pleaſed, Sir, to explain your Term; and ſhew, 
in what Senſc it is compatible with this Article of 
my Faith? “ I am acquitted and counted righteous 
© before GOD, only through the Imputation of 
„ my SAVIOUR's Obedience and Death?” Which 
is, both in Style and Sentiment, truly evangelical ; 
but, in no Degree, that I can diſcern, metaphyſical. 
When Mr. //:/ley adds; “ This leads not to 
« Repentance, but to Licentiouſneſs ;*”” he ſpeaks 
what we underſtand, not what we allow. — Will 


Goodneſs of G OD, or contemplating it barely in 
our Ideas, leadeth to Repentance? But, when we 


taſte and enjoy, when we apply and appropriate, his 
E 2 profulcly 


any one ſay, That ſpeculative Reaſoning upon the 
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profuſely rich Liberality in CHRIST; we are 
thereby prompted to neglect, abuſe, and diſhonour 
our great Benefactor? Or ſhall it be ſaid ? The di- 
vine Goodneſs, manifeſted in common Providence 
and inferior Inſtances, tends to awaken Love and 
work Godlineſs. But the ſame divine Goodneſs, 
ſhining forth in the moſt illuſtrious Manifeſtation, 
that Men or Angels ever knew ; ſhining forth with 
a Glory, a Richneſs, a Perfection, ſufficient to 
tranſport Heaven and Earth with Joy unſpeakable : 
This Goodneſs tends to excite Contempt of G OD, 
and to cheriſh carnal Indulgence ? Such an Inſinua- 
tion, ſo depreciatory to the Righteouſneſs of the 
bleſſed FE SUS, I had much rather have heard in a 


Fewiſh Synagogue, than have ſeen in Mr. Meſſey's 2 


Writings. 
No, Sir; this and this alone leadeth a Sinner to 
Repentance. Not all the Munificence of the 
DEITY ; neither the Rain from Heaven, nor 
fruitful Seaſons ; neither the Fatneſs of the Earth, 
nor the Abundance of the Seas; can take away the 
Enmity of our Nature, and reconcile our Affections 
to GOD. Nothing, nothing but a Senſe of Pardon 
and Acceptance, through the Work finiſhed on 
IMMANUEL's Croſs. —If you pleaſe to review the 
Text, you will not affirm, that the Apoſtle is aſſert- 
ing the efficacious Influence of providential Goodneſs 
on the Hearts of Men. He is evidently inveighing 
againſt the groſs and almoſt general Abuſe of ſuch 
Bounty, Though it ought, it des not produce 
Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon. upright, 
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds. 
No Cauſe is adequate to this Effect, but free Juſti- 
fication through FESUS CHRIST. . 
| The 
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« The Believer cannot but add to his Faith, 
c Works of Righteouſneſs.” —* During his firſt 
« Love, ſays Mr. J/:ſley, this is often true. But it 
« js.not true afterwards, as we know and fee] by 
« melancholy Experience.” How, Sir ! Do you 
yourſelf feel this? Where then is yours ſinleſs Per- 
fection? Can they be perfect, whoſe Love ceaſes to 
glow, and whoſe Zeal loſes its Activity? Does 
Mr. Weſſey himſelf make this Confeſſion? Let him 
then ſay with us—And let us fay, with invariable 
Stedfaſtneſs, and with increaſing Gratitude - Bleſſed 
be G OD for Perfection in FESUS CHRISTI! 

Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by 
Obſervations made upon others? Then thoſe others, 
I apprehend, if they do not exerciſe themſelves in 
good Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both 
you and themlſelves—Or elle they intermit and diſ- 
continue the Exertion of their Faith. Which nei- 
ther detracts from the Efficacy of the Principle, nor 
diſproves Ajpa/io's Opinion. It is not ſaid; The 
Believer never trips, nor faulters in the Courſe of 
his Obedience ; but, he always adds to his Faith, 
the Duties and Works of Obedience. Whenever 
the former acts, the latter conſtantly enſue. So long 
as we live by the Faith of the SON of GOD, we 
ſhall not fail to bring forth thoſe Fruits of Righte- 
ouineſs, which are through FESUS CHRIST. 

This is ſtrongly maintained, by Afpaſio, in ano- 
ther Place. © It is as impoſſible for the Sun to be 
« in his Meridian Height, and not diſſipate Dark- 
„ neſs, or diffuſe Light; as for Faith to exiſt in 
“ the Soul, and not exalt the Temper, and melio- 
rate the Conduct.” This is very forcibly implied, 
in our LORD's Interrogation to his Diſciples ; 
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Where is your Faith? It muſt be dormant and in- 
active, like the Sap of the Trees in Winter, or like 
the Faculty of Reaſoning in Sleep. Otherwiſe, it 
would baniſh your Fears, even amidſt the raging 
Storm; and produce an undaunted Confidence in 
GOD your SAVIOUR.—The Deſign of all 
this, is, to evince the Wiſdom of the Goſpel, 
which lays ſuch a Streſs upon Faith; ſo frequently 
urges the Neceſſity of Faith, above and before all 


Things; repreſenting it, as the principal Work of 


the divine SPIRIT), and the great Inſtrument of 
receiving Salvation. Hence it appears, that the ſa- 
cred Plan is not formed in vain; much leſs is it cal- 
culated to ſuppreſs or diſcourage real Holineſs, 

« We no longer obey, in order to lay the Foun- 
% dation for our final Acceptance.” "Theſe Words 
I read with Pleaſure.— That Foundation is al- 
& ready laid in the Merits of CHRIST.“ Theſe ! 
contemplate with ſtill greater Satisfaction. — But 
when 1 come to the following Clauſe, “ Vet we 
4% obey, in order to our final Acceptance through 
&« his Merits,” with Diſappointment and Regret I 
cry; How is the Gold become dim! How is the 
moſt fine Gold changed ! 

A Foundation, fer what ? Aſpaſ would reply; 
For Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlaſting 
Salvation. For Peace of Conſcience, for Acceſs to 
GOD, for every ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſing.— 
A Foundation, of what Kind? In al! Reſpects per- 
fet; incapable of any Augmentation; not to be 
ſtrengthened, enlarged, or improved by all the Du- 
ties and all the Deeds of Prophets, Apoſtles, Mar- 
tyrs. Becauſe it has Omnipotence for its eftabliſh- 
ment,—A Foundation, for whom © For Sinners; for 

the 
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che vileſt and moſt miſerable of Sinners. That all 
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guilty and undone Wretches may come; and though 
ever ſo weary, ever ſo heavy laden, may caſt their 
Burthen upon this Rock of Ages; in full Aſſurance 
of finding Reſt, and obtaining Safety. 

This is chearing; this is charming. What Pity 
it is, that ſuch an illuſtrious Truth ſhould be clouded, 
ſuch a precious Privilege ſpoiled, by that ungracious 
Sentence We obey in order to our final Accep- 
ce tance.” - But is this, Sir, your conſtant Profeſſi- 
on? I muſt do you the juſtice to own, that you 
have happier Moments, and more becoming Appre- 
henſions.— When you join in public Worſhip, this 
is your humble and juſt Acknowledgment ; *“ Al- 
„ though we be unworthy, through our manifold 
„ Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sacrifice; yet we 
& beſecch Thee to accept this our bounden Duty 
% and Service.“ When you criticiſe upon Aſþa/i2, 
the Note is changed, and this is the Purport of 
your Strain; * We beſeech Thee to accept us, on 
* Account of theſe our Services; for we do them, 
« © LORD, with a profeſſed View to this End.“ 
To implore Acceptance for our Duties, confeſſes 
them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, to 
expect Acceptance on their Account, ſtrongly inti- 
mates their Excellency. That they are worthy in a 
very high Degree; ſo as to obtain Favour, not for 
themſelves only, but for a miſerable Creature alſo, 
who contefles himſelf ſubject to manifold Sins. 

I ſaid, * on account of For, if you obey, 12 
order to your final Acceptance; ſurely, you muſt 
expect final Acceptance and eternal Life, on account 
of your own Obedience. A poor Object diſplays his 
Sores, and relates his Diſtreſs, in order to obtain 
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your Alms. Does he not then expect your Alms on 
account of his Sores, his Diſtreſs, and his piteous 
Tale? —What a Coalition is here, between Mr. 
Weſley and the Subjects of the triple Crown! I find 
the wlole Council of Trent eſtabliſhing his Senti- 
ments by their anathematizing Decree, Theſe are 
their Words; If any one ſhall lay, that the Righ- 
cc teous ought not, for their own good Works, to 
& expect the eternal Reward, through the Merit of 
& FESUS CHRIST, let him be accurſed *.“ 
Do you ſpeak of the Merit of CHRIST? So do 
they. Do you, in ſome Senſe, allow CHRIS T to 
be the Foundation? So do they. Are your Works 
to rear the Edifice, and perform the molt reſpectable 
Part of the Buſineſs? So are theirs. 

By this Time, I believe, the thoughtful Reader 
will gueſs the Reaſon, why you oppoſe and decry 
imputed Righteouſneſs. You are ſolicitous, it ſeems, 
not barely for Works of Obedience, but for their 
Value and Credit in the Affair of Salvation; for 
their Significancy and Influence, in winning the 
Good-will of JEHOVAH. Since this is your No- 
tion, you may well be offended at CHRIS T's im- 
puted Righteouſneſs. This will admit of no Partner 
or Coadjutor. This, Sir, in the Caſe of Juſtifica- 
tion, pours Contempt upon all your moſt laborious 
Exerciſes, and admired Attainments, Yea, this 
being divine and inconceivably excelleat, pours all 
around a Blaze of Glory, in which all our puny 
Doings are loſt, as the Stars in the meridian Sun- 
ſhine. 

„ We 


Si quis dixerit, juſtos non debere pro Bonis operibus, ex- 
pectare æternam retributionem, per Jeſu Chriſti meritumy 
gnathema fit. De Bon, Oper. Can. xxv1. 
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« We obey in order to final Acceptance.” - Me- 
thinks, this diſcovers no more Gratitude, than Wiſ- 
dom. Is it not an officious Indignity to that noble 
Goodneſs, which has ſet forth FESUS CHRIST 
for a Propitiation ? Is it not a contemptuous Diſre- 
gard of that heavenly Voice, which ſaid, with ſo 
much Solemnity; In Him I am well pl:afed with the 
Children of Men.—Does this exalt, does it not de- 
grade the SAVIOUR? Does it mortify, does it 
not cheriſh the Pride of Man !—According to this 
Scheme, the Merits of our LORD are the Foun- 
dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, but of 
that Situation only, in which we are ſuppoſed capa- 
ble of acquiring it ourſelves. They are, in ſhort, 
no more than a mere Pedeſtal; on which human 
Worth, or ratiier human Vanity may itand exalted, 
and challenge the Favour of Heaven. 

Ah, Sir! Acceptance with GOD, is an im- 
menſely rich and glorious Blefling : A high and tran- 
ſcendently precious Privilege: Incomparably too 
high and glorious, to be obtained, in any Degree, by 
ſuch mean Obedience as yours and mine. — The 
Pardon of Rebels againſt the King of Kings! The 
Reception of leprous Sinners into the Boſom of Hea- 
ven! Shall ſuch Effects, than which nothing can be 
greater; ſhall ſuch Benefits, than which nothing 


can be richer; be aſcribed to human Obedience? 


What, but the very Diftraction of our Diſeaſe, can 
have occaſioned or can account for a Thought, fo 
extreme in Abſurdity ?—| Shall we, ſordid Wretcnes 
with our ulcerous Sores, our withered Limbs, and 
a Stupor over all our Faculties; ſhall we think our- 
ſelves able to do ſomething for HIM, who needeth 
not the Services of Angels? Nay, to do ſome- 

thing 
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thing conſiderable enough, to found a Claim to that 
tranſcendent Honour and Happineſs, the Light of 
his Countenance ?]J—-Qur Adoration ! Our Thankſ- 
givings! Our Praiſes! Our Prayers! Our Preach- 
ing! Our ſacramental Duties! What are they all 
but filthy Rags *, compared with his inconceivable 
Holineſs and Glory ? What Part of his Work do 
we attempt, but we debaſe it with our deplorable 
Imperfections, or pollute it with our very Touch? 
Shame then belongs to us, Shame and Confuſion of 
Face, whenever we look to ourſelves or our own 
Performances. While all our Comfort, all our 
Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One 
CHRIST FESUS. 

If we know not enough of our own Meanneſs 
and Impotency, let us liſten to the Prophet 1/aiah +. 
In order to our Acceptance with GOD, he informs 
us, Lebanon with all her ſtately Cedars is not ſufficient 
to burn, nor all the Beaſts, that range through her 
extenſive Shades, ſufficient for a Burnt- Offering. Na- 
tions, whole Nations, avail no more than ſingle 


Perſons, 


Ja. Ixiv. 6. In ſuch a Light, I cannot but look 
upon the ſervices and Works of frail Man. In ſuch a 
Light they are repreſented, in various Parts of our pub- 
Iic Devotions. And if we are but humble enough to con- 
feſs ourſelves Sinners, in ſuch a Light they mu appear to 
every diſcerning and impartial Eye. Since nothing, 
even in Hell itſelf, is more loathſome, or imparts a 
more horrid Defilement, than Sin.—If ſuch Services are 
a ſweet- ſmelling Savour to GOD, it is owing to that 
copious Incenſe, (dyuicuale w., Rev. viii. 3.) which 
ariſes from the golden Cenſer and the golden Altar. 
(Rev. viii. 3.) It is wholly owing to the infinite Dignity 
and all recommending Efficacy of CARIST's Blood, 

Interceſſion, and Righteouſneſs. | 


+ Iſa. xl. 15, 16, 17. 


Perſons. Should they unite their Abilities, and ex- 
ert all their Efforts, to do ſomething which may re- 
commend them to JEHOVAH#®; all would 
be mean, ineffectual, deſpicable. Mean, as the 
Drop of a Bucket, which falls to the Ground, and 
none regards it, Ineffectual, as the Duſi upon the 
Balance, which wants even that ſmall Degree of Im- 
petus, neceſſary to turn the moſt nicely poiſed Scales, 
Deſpicable, as the Atom that floats in the Air, and 
has not Weight enough to ſettle itſelf on any Ob- 
ject. Should you reply! In all theſe Things there 
is ſome, though very little Subſtance. The Prophet 
farther declares; That all Nations in the World, 
with all their Virtues, Accompliſhments, and 
Works, would, before the infinitely majeſtic GOD, 
be as Nothing, leſs than Nothing, yea, Vanity it- 
ſelf. Incapable, abſolutely incapable of winning 
his Favour, or doing any Thing worthy of his No- 
tice +.—Bleſſcd therefore, for ever bleſſed be di- 

-vine 


Do we want to learn the Prophets, Aim and Deſign, 
in this magnificent Paragraph? We may, to our great 
Satisfaction, conſult his ſagacious and devout Commen- 
tator Vitringa. Hic altius ſurgens oratio, non tantum omne 
meritum abjudicat carni, ſed docet etiam &inculcat, efſe hee 
omnia ga gentes ad placandum numen finxerunt, merum, nihil 
& inane. Nullum plane pondus afferre in commendatione 
cauſe ſuæ apud Deum : imo effe nihilo ip/o © inani inferiora, 
i quid nihilo minus fiugi cogitari poſit. Non poleſt in na- 
tura : ſed fingi poteſt © obtinet in economia ſpirituali. EA 
enim ibi quod ita non prodeſt ad obtinendam juſtitiam apud 
Deum, ut fimul noceat. Cujus generis ſunt omnia wprpale 
& commenta ſapientie carnis. Non tantum Deo non com- 
mendant, ſed petius iram & indipnationem divinam provecant. 

+ May I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paſſage, 
quoted above? Sure I am, the Reader will not be diſ- 


_ pleaſed with the Digreſſion, unleſs the Annotator fails in 


the Execution, and has the Misfortune 
—FEgregium 
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vine Grace, that we have a great High-Prieſt, in 
whom GOD is pleaſed; is well pleaſed; and his 
very 


1 


Egregium opus 
Culpa deterere ingent. 

The Prophet, ſtruck with the Contemplation of a 
molt glorious Perſonage, cries out, like one tranſported 
and amazed, Mh Never was any Thing comparable 
to him, either exiſting in Nature, or imaged by Fancy. 
Who hath meaſured the Waters, the unfathomable Deep, 
and the boundleſs Wave; meaſured them, not in his 
capacious Ciſtern, but in the Hollow of his Hand? Who 
bath meted out Heaven, an Expanſe in which Worlds re- 
yolve, and extended to Immenſity; meted it, not with 
an out ſtretched Line, but with the Span of his Fingers? 
Who hath comprehended the Duſt of the Earth, all the ſolid 
Contents of this prodigiouſly large Globe, as a little Pit- 
tance in the ſmalleſt Meaſure? Who hath weighed the Moun- 
tains, with all their ponderous Ridges, and the Hills, 
with all their maſſy Rocks, as a Man weigheth an Ounce 
or a Dram in his Scales? - Here I would only obſerve the 


judicious Choice of Objects. By far the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


and magnificent, that the Univerſe affords. The Abyſs 
of Waters, and the Circuit of the SK ! The Dimen- 
fions of the Earth, and the Elevation of the Mountains ! 
Compared with which, the loftieſt Groves are leſs than 


the Hyſſop on the Wall; and the moſt ample Cities, are 


ſmaller than a Grain of Muſtard Seed. 

Then follows a Compariſon, more admirable, if it be 
poſſible, than this fine Deſcription. Behold! The Na- 
tions, whether on the Neighbouring Continent or in the 
re moteſt Iſles, are, before this exalted Being, as the ſmall 
Drop of a Bucket, which is almoſt too ſcanty to deſerve 
cur Notice. 'They are as. the ſmaller Duſt upon the Ba- 
Jance, which 1s not ſufficient even to turn the hovering 
Scale, They are as the ſmalleſt Atom, which has not 
Weight enough to reach the Ground, nor Force enough 
to reſiſt the ſlighteſt Undulations of the Air. Yea, all 
the Nations of the Earth, amidſt all their Pomp and 
Grandeur, with all their hoaited Accompliſhments and 
admired Works, are before this incomprehenſible GOD, 
as a mere Nothing..-Can Language go farther? Can 
Imagination take a bolder Flight? Yes; the aſtoniſhingly 
rich 
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very Soul delighteth, Whoſe Sacrifice, and whoſe 
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can 
want, or the ALMIGHTY can beſtow. 


If we are not yet duly humbled, nor willing to 
profeſs ourſelves beholden to divine Grace alone ; 


if we ſtil] reſolve to be Principals or Partners with 
the one MEDIATOR, in the Purchaſe of the 
ineſtimable Jewel, let us fear, leſt the LORD our 
Righteouſneſs reſent ſuch a Diſhonour done to Him- 
ſelf; and ſwear in his Wrath, that we ſhall have 
neither Lot nor Portion in this Matter. Of this He 
has expreſsly warned us by his Apoſtle FH ye be cir- 
cumciſed, CHRIST ball profit you nothing. What 
would St. Paul teach us, by this ſolemn Proteſta- 
tion? That no Few can be faved? Himſelf was an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumciſed the eighth 
Day.—That a Chriſtian would, by receiving Cir- 
cumciſion after his Converſion to CHRIS, for- 

teit 


rich Ideas of the Prophet add a Heightening, a redoubled 
Heightening even to this inimitabl- Picture. The king- 
doms of the World, with all their Inhabitants, and all 
their Honours, are leſs than nothing; are leis than Va- 
nity itſelf, in the Eſtimate of the Almighty JEHOVAH. 

This, if I am not greatly miſtaken, is one of the moſt 
highly finiſhed Sketches of the Beautiful and Sublime, ex- 
tant in the whole Compaſs of Letters. Let us always re- 
member, that the majeſtic Perſon, whom it deſcribes, i is 
our Atonement and Kightcouſnels (ver. 2.) is our Shep- 
herd and Guide (ver. 11.) it will then be one of the 
molt conſolatory and delighiful Truths, in all the Book 
of GOD.—Ard O! may we never forget, that the {ma!l 
Drop of the Bucket, the {mailer Duſt on the Balance, the 
volatile Atom, and that which is leſs than nothing, are 
intended to ſhew us, what Figure our own Endeavours, 
Works, and Duties make in the Sight of Almighty GOD. 
We mall then have a Doctrine, molt powerful to humble 
us, to abaſe us, and to teach us to renounce our own 
Righteouſneſs. 
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feit all his Privileges? No; for he himſelf circum- 
ciſed Timothy, to gain him a fair Hearing from the 
Judaizing Bigots.—Or is Circumciſion here uſed, 
by Way of Synecdoche, for the ceremonial Law ? 
Teaching us, that, as the /77arc Rites were now 
aboliſhed, an Attempt to continue the Ubſervance 
of them, would be an unpardonable Oppoſition to | 
the Deſigns of Providence? The charitable Compro- } 
miſe, recorded in the xivth to the Romans, leads to . 
a different Concluſion. — Or did thoſe ſeducing 8 
Teachers, who required this Conformity from 
the Gentile Converts, require them to renounce 
CHRIST, and relapſe into mere Judaiſm ? Net- 
ther is this at all ſuppoſable. They only required 
ſuch a Conformity, “ in order to their Acceptance 
« through his Merits;”” which they never rejected, 
but only placed as a Foundation for their own. 
What then can be meant by, CHRIST hall 
profit you nothing, if ye be circumciſed? If ye make 
Circumciſion, or any Thing whatever, beſides the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, neceſſary to your Ac- 
ceptance with GOD, ye ſhall receive no Advantage 
from all that the REDEEMER has done and fuf- 
fered. This is to halt between Works and Grace, 
between CHRIST and Self. And ſuch divided 
Regards, He will interpret as an Affront, rather 
than an acceptable Homage. Indeed, this is, in 
Chriſtians, the grand Apoſtacy. By this they deny 
the Sufficiency of their SAVIOUR's moſt con- 
ſummate Righteouſneſs. They caſt themſelves en- 
tirely out of the Covenant of Grace, and muſt ex- 
pect no Salvation but by doing the whole Law. 
This 1s the awful apoſtolic Caution. To which 
let me ſubjoin the plain apoſtolic Inſtruction— 12 


ars 
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are accepted, ſays St. Paul, not partially, but entire- 
ly ; not occaſionally, but finally, in the BELOVED. 
All Acceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date, 
is wholly in Him, not in any Thing of our own.— 
The Author to the Hebrews affirms ; That CHRIST 
hath obtained Redemption, not left it to be accom- 
pliſhed, either in greater or ſmaller Meaſure, by our 
Diligence and Duties, No; He Himſelf hath ob- 
tained, both preſent and final, yea, complete and 
eternal Redemption for us. And will you, Sir, aſcribe 
to your own Obedience, what the Apoſtle ſo expreſsly 
aſcribes, and ſo entirely appropriates, to the bleſſed 
JESUS ?—The fame” Writer aſſures us; That 
CHRIST, by one Offering, hath. perfected for ever, 
them that are ſan&ified. Them that are cleanſed with 


the Blood of Sprinkling, He hath not only dif- 


charged from the Guilt of Sin, but rendered them 
unblameable and unreproveable, before the Majeſty 
of Heaven, He hath done all that is neceſſary for 
their full, perfect, and everlaſting Acceptation, 
Yes; whether it be in Life or Death; whether it be 
at the 'I hrone of Grace, or the Tribunal of Judg- 
ment; during the Span of Time, or through the 
Ages of Eternity; all that is necefſary for our per- 
fect Acceptation is done. Done by an infinitely 
better Hand, than our own; by an infinitely better 


Expedient, than any human Obedience, 


Do I, by theſe Remonſtrances, ſet at nought true 
Holineſs? Or ſuppoſe a Salvation, ſeparate from 
holy Obedience? You, Sir, cannot entertain ſuch a 
Suppolition ; ſince, in your very laſt Remark, you 
was diſſatisfied with my iniiiting on the zjeparable 
Connection of a living Faith, and Works of Righ- 
tcouſneſs, -I honour and prize Works of Righte- 
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ouſneſs. I would inceſſantly inculcate, both the 


indiſpenſable Neceſſity, and the manifold Utility, of 


holy Obedience. We are redeemed, that we may 
be zealous of good Works, We are created in 
CHRIST 7ESUS, that we may bc able to do good 
Works. And by good Works we are to glorify our 
FATHER which is in Heaven. 

Oy I would have good Works know their proper 
Station, and their proper Office. I am far from 
ſetting at nought the Services of the Hand or the 
Fodt, But I ſhould very much diſapprove their 
Deſion; I ſhould utterly deſpiſe their Pretenſions; 
if they {hould offer to intrude themſelves on the 
Province of the Eye, or act as the Organs of Sight. 
Apply this Simile to the Obedience of Man, and 
Juſtification before GOD, or Acceptance with GOD; 
you will then fee, in what Rank I place, in what 
Eſteem 1 holJ, both the one and the other. 

As I would have Obedience know its proper 
Place, ſo I would have it take a right Form, The 
Obedience, which you propoſe, is the Obedience of 
the Bond-Man, not of the free. A Slave, bought 
with our Money, obeys in order to be accepted. A 
Servant, hircd to diſpatch our Buſineſs, obeys in 

rcer to receive his Wages. But the Child obeys, 
becauſe he is beloved; becauſe he is the Heir; and 
all Things, which the Father hath, are his. 

„ Obey in order to Acceptance!“ —Indeed, Sir, 
you quite miſtake the Principle and Source of Chriſtian 
Obedience, Nor ſhall I undertake to rectify your 
miſtaken Apprehenfions, leſt you ſhould ſcorn to 
learn from an inferior. I will refer you to a fet of 
Teexchers, from whom you need not bluſh to receive 
Inſlruction. But as this may demand a very parti- 
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cular Conſideration, I ſhall poſtpone it to ſome fu- 
ture Opportunity, and aſſign to it a diſtinct Epiſtle, 

In the mean Time, if You ſhould aſk; Why I 
have been ſo copious upon this Point? I anſwer 
Becauſe it is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, 
An Error on this Subject, is as detrimental to our 
ſpiritual Welfare, as a Fault in the firſt Concoction 
is to the Animal Conſtitution. A Miſtake concern- 
ing Acceptance with GOD, muſt ſet in a falſe 
Light every religious Truth, and ſhed a malignant 
Influence on every religious Sentiment. 

If you aſk; Why I have repeated the obnoxious 
Propoſition, almoſt as frequently as the Rams-Horns 
ſounded the fatal Blaſt, on the Day when Jericho 
was overthrown? I anſwer; For the very ſame 
Purpoſe. To overthrow, if poſſible, ſo pernicious 
a Notion, To lay it as low, as the Fortifications 
of that devoted City. And I hope, neither Mr. 
Weſley, nor any other, will attempt to rebuild it, 
left they lay the Foundation thereof, in the Diſhonour 
of the bleſſed REDEEMER; and ſet up the Gates 
of it, in the Diſtreſs of precious Souls. Both which 
Effects, I am perſuaded, are very remote from your 
Intention. That they may be equally remote from 
your Preaching, your Writing, and all your Doc- 
trine, is the ſincere Wiſh of, Cc. 
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REV. SIR, 


Had, in the Warnrth of my Concern, almoſt 

forgot to take Notice of a Text, which you pro- 
duce from 1 Ti. vi. 17, 18, 19. And, which is 
ſomewhat ſtrange, produce as a Proof, that the 
Apoſtle requires Chriſtians “ to obey, in order to 
e their final Acceptance.“ | 

Is Paul then become the Apoſtate? And do the 
Curſes, which he has denounced againſt the Se- 
ducers of the Galatian Converts, fall at length on his 
own Head? He placed Timothy at Epheſus, as a Bul- 
wark againſt the Encroachments of other DoCtrines, 
Vas it with a Reſerve for Liberties of this Kind, 
which he himſelf ſnould take? Can we think his 
Mind ſo much altered, ſince he told thoſe very 
Ephe/ians, that, without fecking Acceptance through 


their Obedience, thy were already accepted in the 
BELOYED? Docs he now retratt the bleſſed 
Truth? Adviſing the Rich, ro raiſe a Cloud of 
golden Duſt, that it way cover their Sins, and waft 
them to the oxicsf At the fame Time, excluding 
the Poor from the FUli;owlip of this new Goſpel, 
and the Hope of Glory, Is be grown aſhamed of 
that Righteouſneſs of GOD, which, he aſſured the 
Romans, was the Power of G OD unto Salvation, 
only through Believing? And are we, Sir, grown 
weary of that pure Doctrine, which was reitored to 

us, 
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us, by our glorious Reformers? Are we willing to 
give up the Depoſitum, and return to the more 
than Egyptian Darkneſs of Friars and Monks ? with 
whom 


— — Celum eft venale DEUS que? 


But to the Point,—I ſhall tranſcribe the Text, 
and add a ſhort Paraphraſe. Which may, perhaps, 
explain the Meaning, and beſt refute the Objection. 
Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do 
Good, that they be rich in good Worts, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing ta communicate; laying up in Store for 
themſelves a goed Foundation, that they may lay hold on 
eternal Life. Charge them, thoſe Believers * among 
you, who are rich in this World; that they do Goad, 
that, as \lembers of CHRIST, they ſhew Kind- 
neſs, and exerciſe Beneficence to others. Yat they 
be rich in good Torts, abounding in thoſe Works and 


Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, or a com- 
| 7 5 


fortable Perſuaſion of their Intereſt in CHRIST. 
Ready to diſtribute, on all proper Occaſions, with 
Chearfulneſs and Delight; as counting it more 
bleſſed to give, than to receive. illing, even with- 
our Solicitation, 79 communicate ; and not only em- 
bracing, but feeking every Opportunity of relieving 

F 2 the 


* The Exhortation is addreſſed, not to the Ungodly, 
but to true Believers. Who had received CHRIST, and 
were {aved through Grace. Conſequently, had no Need 
to wir or attain eternal Life, but only to make it, in 
their own Apprehenſion, or to their own Conſciences, 
more and more /#re. Had they been unconverted Peo— 
ple, the Apoſtle would, like his divine MASTER diſ- 
couriing with the rich, but unregenerate NMicedemus, 
have iiruck at the Root of their Miſery ; and ſpoke of 
more important Things, than diitributing a little ſnining 
Duſt among the Poor. 
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the Neceſſitous. Lightly eſteeming all that is called 
Wealth here below; and laying up in Store for them- 
ſelves another Kind of Treaſure, ſeven CHRIST; 
who is the Pearl of Price, and the true Riches.] 
This will be @ good Foundation of Hope, of Comfort, 
and Joy: Againſt the Time to come, whether it be the 
trying Seaſon of Sickneſs, the awful Hour of Death, 
or the more tremendous Day of Judgment. That, 
placing their Affections on Him, and having their 
Treaſure in Him, they may be found wiſe Merchants. 
Not graſping Uncertainties and Shadows, but /aying 
Fast Hold on * ſure and ſubſtantial Poſſeſſions; even 
on eternal Life. 

Ie eftabliſh the Law +: We provide for its Honour 
by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST , ſays Aſpaſio.— 
«© Can you poſlibly think, replies Mr. Weſley, that 
St. Paul meant this?” - Before 1 anſwer this 

Queſtion, 


* Take faft Hold en thus Iwould tranſlate that empha- 
tical compound Word eniau&wla.. Which agrees with the 
Experience of the Chriſtian, and is not without the Autho- 
rity of the Critic, — With the Experience of the Chriſtian. 
Since Believers, by the Exerciſe of Faith, producing all 
good Works, are continually maintaining and increaſing 
their Hold of CHRIST; and of that eternal Life, which 
is given them in Him.—With the Authority of the Critic. 
For the Word ſignifies, ** To ſeize with great Vehe- 
% mency; to lay Hold on with both Hands, as upon a 
Thing we are glad to have got, and will be loth to let 
« go again.” LEIC H' Crit. Sacr.— That it does not 
in this Connection, denote an apprehending of ſome- 
what, not taken hold of before, is evident from Verſe 
the twelfth, where this very Exhortation is directed to 
Timothy himſelf; who was an eminent Man of GOD, 
and the Subject of particular Prophecies ; was a Believer 
of the firſt Claſs, and an undoubted Heir of Life and 
Immortality. Who needed not, therefore, to attain, but 
to live in the ſtedfaſt Hope and unintermitted Expecta- 
tion of the glorious Inheritance. 
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Queſtion, give me Leave to aſk another, Have you 
Sir, done Juſtice to Aſpaſio? Is what you quote, 
the whole of his Interpretation? Have you not ſe- 
creted a Sentence, which ſpeaks the very Thing, you 
blame him for omitting ? 

A Member of the Houſe of Commons, haranguing 
the honourable Aſſembly, took the Liberty to aſſert, 
« The Gentlemen in the Miniſterial Intereſt, never 
cc propoſe any Thing for the Good of their Coun- 
try.” —This was no ſooner uttered, than a warm 
Partizan of the other Side ſtarting up, complaineg 


| loudly of Calumny and Scandal. Hold, Sir, for a 


Moment, ſaid the interrupted Orator. Let me juſt 
finiſh my Sentence, and then give Vent to your ve- 


| hement Invectives. My Intention was to have ad- 


ded; „ but we in the Oppoſition readily agree to 
« their Meaſures.” - Upon hearing this Explana- 
tion, the Houſe ſmiled, and the haſty Zealot ſat 
down aſhamed. 

Let me produce the whole Period, now under 
Conſideration. Then I believe, the Reader will al- 
low, that Mr. Jfley has imitated this haſty Gentle- 
man, in one Inſtance ; and whether he has not ſome 
Reaſon to imitate Him in another, L ſhall leave to his 
own Determination. Immediately after the Diſplay 
of free Juſtification, or of Righteouſneſs imputed 
without Works * Aſpaſio, aware of the Poflibility 
of abuſing his Doctrine, aſſerts the indiſpenſable 
Neceſſity of Holineſs. This done, as quite cleared 
from the Accuſation, he triumphs with the Apoſtle, 
« Do we then make void the Law, through Faith, in 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of our LORD? GOD 
& forbid! Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law, Conſidered as 

5 « the 


Rom. iv. 6. 
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ce the original Covenant of Life; we provide for its 
« Honour, by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST. 
« Conſidered as the invariable Standard of Duty ; 
cc we enforce its Obſervance, by the moſt rational, 
& manly, and endearing Motives “.“ Here, Sir, 
was hardly any Room for the Precipitancy of Inter- 
ruption, becauſe the whole Paſſage lay before you. 
And it is a little ſurprizing, that you ſhould ſee and 
animadvert upon the former Clauſe ; yet neither ſee, 
nor regard the Clauſe immediately following. 

« Did ſuch a Thought (of eſtabliſhing the Law, 
« by the Atonement and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST) 
cc ever enter into St. Paul's Mind?“ Let the pre- 
ceding Context determine. Has the Apoſtle been 
opening the true Senſe of the Precepts, that they 
might be rightly underſtood? Has he been incul- 
cating the inviolable Obligation of the Precepts, that 
they might be duly practiſed? Has he not been aſ- 
ſerting a Juſtification abſolutely free, effected by the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD, without any Co- agency 
from the Righteouſneſs of Man? Does he not, in 
the laſt Words, profeſſedly encounter the Objection, 
which, in every Age, has been raiſed againſt this 
facred Doctrine? * Hereby you neglect and diſ- 
& honour the divine Law.” No; ſays the inſpired 


Apologiſt, the Law is hereby efablihed, and ſhewn 


to be more ſtable than Earth or Heaven. The grand 


Legiſlator Himſelf ſhall be humbled to its Obedi- 
erice; the GOD who gave the Law, ſhall bleed for 
its Penalties; rather than a Tittle fail of its due 
Accompliſhment—Magnihted thus, the Law indeed 
is, and made for ever honourable, And though 4/- 
paſio does not exclude our practical Regards, I do 

verily, 


* Theron and A/paſio, Vol. I. p. 200. 
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verily, for my own Part, believe; that the former 
Sentiment, againſt which you exclaim, was upper- 
moſt with the Apoſtle, and is the chief Deſign of 
the Text. ; 

Yes, Sir; it was the Apoſtle's chief Deſign, to 
ſhew the perfect Conſiſtency of free Juſtihcation with 
the moſt awful Glories of the DELI V; and thereby 
lay a firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner. 
Had Juſtice, which is the eſſendial Glory of G OD's 
Nature, or the Law, which is the revealed Glory 
of his Will—Had either of theſe been violated, by 
the evangelical Scheme; benign and deſirable as it 
is, it muſt have been utterly rejected; it could 
never have taken Place; the whole World muſt 
have periſhed, rather than ſuch an Injury be offered to 
any of the Divine Perfections. Therefore St. Paul 
moſt ſweetly teaches, and moſt ſatisfactorily proves, 
that inſtead of being injured, they are moſt illuſtri- 
ouſly diſplayed by the Obedience and Death of 
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOVAH is in- 
flexibly juſt even in juſtifying the Ungodly; and 
his Law is highly exalted, even in abſolving the 
Tranſgreſſor, that believeth in JESU. 


Here is firm Footing ; Here is ſolid Rack, 


Solid Rock, on which the Sinner may reſt, who is 
well nigh ſunk in Deſpair ; while the Waves and 
Billows of divine Indignation go over his alarmed 
doul.—Pirm Footing, on which he may proceed, 
who ſees the Importance of his eternal Interefts, and 
does not riſque them on the vague Notion of mere 
Mercy. Does not give into the modiſh Religion, 


which leaves ſuch venerable Things, as the Juſtice 
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of the moſt High and the Law of the moſt Holy, 


deſtitute of their due Honour. And leaves ſuch im- 
potent Creatures, as Men, to ſhift for themſelves, by 
doing the beſt they can. 

„ The plain Meaning is, we eſtabliſh both the 
© true Senſe, and the effectual Practice of the 
« Law: We provide for its being both underſtood 
and practiſed in its full Extent.” How can you 
make this Proviſion, if you ſet aſide the conſummate 
Obedience of CHRIST? Who is the End of the 
Law for Righteouſneſs ; for accompliſhing that Righ- 
teouſneſs, which its Precepts deſcribe, and its Con- 
ſtitution demands. 

O! Sir, did you conſider, what that meaneth 
which the Apoſtle ſtyles v aduvaroy Tz vous, you 
would not uſe this Language, Can we—can ſuch 
miſerable Sinners as we, ever dream of effectually 
practiſing, in its full Extent, that Law, which can- 
demns every Failure; which requires Truth in the 
inward Parts, which inſiſts upon Perfection, abſo- 
lute Perfection, in every Inſtance, and on all Occa« 
ſions; charging us, 


With AR intenſe, and unremitted Nerve, 
To hold a Courſe unfaultering, 


to the very End of our Lives, and from the Begin- 
ning of them too,—Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to 
this moſt ſublime Sanctity of the divine Law. Then, 
inſtead of ſaying, We provide for its Performance in 


the full Extent of its Demands ; you will probably 


fay, with a more becoming Modeſty, we provide for 
its Performance, in a Way of willing, chearful, ſin- 
cere Obedience, Still looking unto HIM for Juſti- 

fication, 
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fication, who has, in our Name, and as our Surety, 
fulfilled it to the very uttermoſ?. 

It is, I apprehend, one of your leading Errors, 
that you form low, ſcanty, inadequate Apprehenſi- 
ons of GOD's Law. That Law, which is a bright 
Repreſentation of his moſt pure Nature ; a beautiful 
Draught of his moſt holy Will, and never, ſince the 
Fall, has been perfectly exemplified in any living 
Character, but only in the Man CHRIST FESUS. 
From this Error, many others muſt unavoidably fal- 
low. A Diſeſteem of imputed Righteouſneſs, and a 
Conceit of perſonal Perfection. A Spirit of legal 
Bondage, and, I fear, a Tincture of Phariſaical 
Pride. 

Should Mr. Meſley aſk; Why I harbour ſuch a 
Suſpicion, concerning his Sentiments in this Parti- 
cular? I anſwer ; Becauſe, here, he ſpeaks of prac- 
tiſing this Law, which is ſo exceeding broad, in its 
full Extent, Becauſe, elſewhere, he repreſents the 
Violations of this Law, whoſe leaſt Tittle is of 
greater Dignity than Heaven and Earth, as ſmall 
Matters; as petty Offences; or, to uſe his own 
Words, as“ Things not exactly right.“ —But more 
of this hereafter. 

Aſpaſio, to vindicate the Equity of the future 
Judgment, declares; © I fee nothing arbitrary in 
« this Procedure; but an admirable Mixture of juſt 
„ Severity, and free Goodneſs. On thoſe, who 
c reject the Atonement, juſt Severity, To thoſe, 
« who rely on their SAVIOUR, free Good- 
« neſs,” Mr. ley, as though he would excul- 
pate the Ungodly, aſks, © Was it ever poſlible for 
« them, not to reject?” - What ſays our infallible 

Counſellor ; 
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Counſellor; the TEACHER ſent from GOD? 
They will not come to ME, that they may have Life, 
They rejected his Counſel, They would not ceaſe 
from their own Works, and betake themſelves 
wholly to the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This 
Method of Salvation they diſliked, It was Fool- 
iſhneſs unto them. Therefore, they were diſobe- 
dient to the heavenly Call.-Does this take away 
their Guilt? Muſ GOD be reckoned unjuſt in 
puniſhing, becauſe Men are obſtinate in their Un- 
belief ? 

G OD does not require me, as you too injuriouſly 
hint, to“ touch Heaven with my Hand,“ in order 
to eſcape Damnation, But He invites and requires 
me, to accept of CHRIST and his Salvation, If, 
intent upon any imaginary Accompliſhments of my 
own, I overlook the Gift; or if, eager in the Pur- 
ſuit of worldly Gratifications, I trample upon it; is 
not the Fault entirely my own ? Does it not pro- 
cced from the Folly of my Mind, or the bad Diſpo- 
ſition of my Heart; and leave my Conduct without 
Excuſe ? 

Juſtification is complete, the arit Moment we be- 
heve ; and is incapable of Augmentation. Thus A 
paſio ſpeaks. Thus Mr, Veſley replies, “ Not ſo.“ — 
And has he, for his Authority, a ſingle Text of 
Scripture? No; but the whole Council of Trent. 
One of whoſe Canons dogmatizes in this Manner. 
If any ſhall affirm, that Righteouſneſs received is 
c not preſerved, and increaſed likewiſe, by good 
« Works; but that good Works are only the Fruits 
< and Signs of Juſtification obtained, not the 
« Means of increaſing it alſo, let him be ac- 

curled,” 


6 


* b hee 3 s : Py . 1 
— wo; "YEE SW), - 5 6G 3 f RAE + ** FA 
9 p f - - 0 4 * «3 u 
" = — 4 
9 
e 7 I 1 - = 3 1.8 *. * 
| | 3 C 71 - 10. <a „ 2 * 
. G 1 n n 
s ff © i 0 3 1 e a A F — 
1 A "4 * q 4 IC. ; 2 a 4 £0 * 
— Oy © 3x * af rr - v +? e - N v 
. n 1 ä "> CIP N Fe . R 
1 « SR, SIS of 7s 9 ** 1 , 

* . 4 . : C * « * - 15 " " 7 = Ss SLE - 

NE eee eee | 

En Yn ht ENS SIE STE TAY 


* 


* 


* 


c * * 
eee 


, 1 Li 
- - * — 0 
Co et ef £ | 
N . . 8 75 
Y I TERS OY IC 1 N e * — * 
ar ATE 94.4 ren *. . 
N x" 


; 
2 


LET. 4. REV. MR. WESLEY. 75 


ce curſed *,” I am ſorry, Sir, to ſee you again in 
ſuch Company. And I would hope, if it were not 
an unhandſome Reflection, you did not know your 
Aſſociates, Yet it is ſtrange, that a Prote/flant Di- 
vine ſhould have been ſo inattentive, to the main 
Part of his Character; or ſhould be able to forget, 
that complete Juſtification, through the Righteouſ- 
neſs of our LORD alone, is the very Eſſence, Soul, 
and Glory of the Reformation. 

But let us examine the Point. —Juſtification, I ap- 
prehend, is one ſingle Act of divine Grace. It muſt, 
therefore, be either done, or undone. If done, in 
my very Idea of the Act, it concludes Completeneſs. 
So that to ſpeak of incomplete Juſtification, is a 
Contradiction in Terms. Like ſpeaking of dark 
Sun- ſhine, or a round Square. 

An incomplete Juſtification ſeems, in the very 
Nature of Things, to be an abſolute Impoſlibility. 
Even an earthly judge cannot juſtify, where there is 
the leaſt Departure from Integrity, He may over- 
look; he may ſhew Clemency; he may forgive. 
But he cannot, in ſuch a Cafe, pronounce rightcous, 
Much leſs can we ſuppoſe, that Juſtification ſhould 
take Place before an infinitely pure and jealous 


G OD, unleſs all Guilt be done away, and the Per- 


fon be AK SLY complete ly 11 bes uf, 


Beſides ; can that Juſtification be other than com- 
plete, which is brought to paſs by the moſt majeſtic 
SON of GOD? By his perfectly holy Nature; by 
his infinitely precious Sufferings; and by his incon- 

CCt\ vably 
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etiam nen augeri coram Deo per opera bona: Sed opera ip 
Fructus ſalummodo & find ar ih, ad p, vonetian 
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ceivably meritorious Obedience ? This, if any Thing 
in the World, muſt be abſolutely complete; beyond 
Compare, and beyond Imagination complete; to ſpeak 
all in a Word; complete in Proportion to the Dig- 
nity, Perfection, and Glory of the Accompliſher. 
Is any ſuch Notion, as an incomplete Juſtifica- 
tion, to be found in the Bible? St. Paul ſays, Whoſo- 
ever believeth is juſtified ; to ail Intents and Purpoſes 
juſtified, No, ſays Mr. J/:flety; he may be juſti- 
fied only in Part or by Halves.—He that believeth, 
adds the Apoſtle, is ju/tified from all Things, No, 
replies Mr. Meſley; many that believe, eſpecially in 
the Infancy of their Faith, are juſtified only from 


ſome Things. There is no Neceflity, that Juſtifica- 


tion ſhould be complete, when or where-ever it exiſts. 
Is there no Neceſſity ? Why then does the Voice 


of Inſpiration aſſert ; That the Righteouſneſs of GOD, 


is upon them that believe? Can a Man have that 
incomparably magnificent Righteouſneſs, and yet be 
incompletely juſtified? Does not the ſame inſpired 
Writer declare—That this perfect and divine Righ- 
teouſneſs is upon all; not upon ſome only, but upon 
all Believers? Whether they be weak or ſtrong ; 
whether in the firſt Moments of their Converſion, 
or in the laſt Stage of their Warfare.—Yes; and he 
farther aſſures us, That there is no Difference. No Dif- 
ference, with regard to the Righteouſneſs itſelf ; for 
it is the ane everlaſting Righteouſneſs of the incarnate 
GOD. No Difference, as to the Reality of its 
Imputation ; for it is unte all, and upon all, No 
Difference, in the Way of receiving it; which is by 


Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Conſequently, no 


Difference in the Fruits or Effects; which are Par- 
don and Acceptance, free and full Juſtification, 


Is 
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Augmentation. 


Is Mr. Weſſey, like the Popiſb Party, an Advocate 
for a firſt, for a ſecond, for I know not how many 
Juſtifications? According to this Scheme indeed, 
Juſtification may be an incomplete Thing. But the 
Misfortune attending this Scheme, is, that it has no 
Foundation in Scripture. The Scripture knows no- 
thing of it ; the Scripture declares againſt it; and 
acknowledges, as but one Faith, but one Baptiſm, 
ſo but one Juſtihcation, 

This is the grend ſcriptural Maxim; HE hath, 
by one Oblation, perfected for ever, them that are ſancti- 


fied. The Oblation is one, needing no Repetition, 


and no Appendage. It does not partially accom- 
pliſh, but perfects the Buſineſs of Juſtification. 
Perfects it, not at the laſt only, but from firſt to 
laſt; yea, for ever and ever. In behalf of all thoſe, 
who are ſanctified; or made Partakers of this great 
Sacrifice, and this divine Atonement, 

This is the fine ſcriptural Illuſtration z; The Heir, 
even while he 1s a Child, is Lord of all, You have 
perhaps, a Son born, Upon this Child you multi- 
ply your Favours and Careſſes. He grows in Wiſ- 
dom and Stature. Yet neither your Favours, nor 
his Growth, add any Thing to his Sonſhip, nor 
augment his Right to your Inheritance. With both 
theſe he was inveſted, the firſt Moment he drew 
Breath. So, we are no ſooner juſtified, than we 
are Heirs; Heirs of GOD, and joint Heirs with 
CHRIST. The Perception and Enjoyment of this 
Privilege may increaſe. But the Privilege itſelf, like 
the Birth-right of the Firſt-born, is incapable of 
Would Mr. J/:/y, with the Followers of Armi- 


nius, exclude the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and 
introduce 
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introduce ſomething of Man's, as the efficient, or 
as a concurrent, Cauſe of Juitification ? Then like. 
w. ſe his Notion of a gradual, a variable, an incom- 
plete juſtification, muſt enſue, Whether it be 
Faith, which he would introduce for this Purpoſe, 
or Repentance, or ſincere Obedience, or whatever 
elſe he pleaſes; according to the Meaſure of theſe 
Works or Greces, muſt be the Degree of Juſtifica- 
tion. And not only as to different Perſons, but as 
to the ſane Pcrion, at different Times. 

Farther ; ſince all theſe Endeavours are, ſo long 
as we continue in the preſent State, imperſect; our 
Ju ſcincation muſt, according to this Plan, unavoida- 
bly partake of their Imperfections. It cannot be en- 
tire and lacking nothing, till Mortality is ſwallow- 
ed up of [.ife.—But huw contrary is this to a 
Cloud of Witncſſes from the Scriptures | 77 are, 
even now, ufd. He bath, even in this preſent 
Time, reconciled you to GOD. Through the Birth 
and Death cf IMMANUEL, there is not only 
Peace on Earth, but Good-wil towards Alen; 4 deni, 


Favour, Complacency, and Love, from the holy 


C30 D, to tae fallen Soul. And is not this complete 
June ation! 7 


here may be as Ape. Degrees in the Favour, 


GOD.” - This Objection 
turns upon a Suppoſition, that the Favour of GOD 
towards us, is occaſioned by the Image of GOD in 
us. Which is the Dodrine of the Law; the very 
Lanzuage of Heatheniſm ; 


« as in tlie Image 


that Goſpe!, in which C24 RIST :s all. And 1 
think tw yicit more concerned, to remove ſuch very 
prejudicial Mhitekes, than to fift and adjuſt any nice 
Speculations, relating to Degrees of the divine Fa- 


vour. 


and has not a Savour of 
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* 
your. Aſpaſio has touched this Point. Referring 
you to his Obſervation, I ſhall confine mylelf to a 
more intereſting Subject. 

It is CHRIST, who has redecmed us to GOD, to 
the Favour and Fruition of GOD, by his Blond. 
By his Blood alone, without any Aid from our 
Goodneſs, or any Co-operation from any Crea— 
ture. — His Work pleaſcs GOD. His Work wag- 
nifies the Law. His Work is incomparably the 
noblcſt of all Things in Heaven or Earth. This 
therefore is our Recommendation to the divine Ma- 
jeſty. Interzſted in this, we ſtand perfectly righte- 
ous before the KING immortal, and ſnall be eter- 
nally acceptable in his Sight. It was only on Ac- 
count of Abraham's Supplication, that GOD ſhewed 
Compaſſion to Abimelech. It was only on Account 
of Job's Interceſſion, that the LORD was pacified 
towards his three Friends. And it is only on Ac— 
count of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, that the 
HIGH and HOLY ON beliolds any Child of 
Adam with Complacency and Delight, To F7 SUS 
alone belongs the Honour of reconciling, juſtifying, 
ſaving the innumerable Millions of redeemed Sin- 
ners. And is not the LAMB that was lain, wor- 
thy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted ? 

Is then our own internal and external Goodneſs 
of no Avail in this Matter? Let us hear the elo- 
quent {/aiah, the Evangeliſt of the Fei;5 Church. 
The lofty Looks of Man ſhall be humbled, and the Haugb- 
tineſs of Men fhall be bowed down; and the LORD, 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST, ale, ſball be exalted 
in that Day.—Does this Text, it may be ſaid, 
relate to the Goſpel, and the Caſe of Acceptance 
with GOD? Or is it poſſible to make what follows, 

conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with ſuch an Interpretation ?—Let us ſee, 
whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST himſelf, 
made perfectly conſiſtent with ſuch a Senſe, 

The Day of the LORD of Hoſts, in the propheti- 
cal Scriptures, generally and principally ſignifies the 
Time of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. When the LORD 
puts the finiſhing Hand to his Revelation; gives the 
brighteſt Diſplay of his Grace; and gathers together 
all Things in CHRIST. 

This Day, and its Influence, ſhall cauſe a wonder- 
ful Revolution in, what is called, the religious, vir- 
tuous, moral World. It ſhall fall like a Thunder- 
bolt upon every Idol, ſet up in the Hearts of Men; 
ſhall prove their Wiſdom to be Folly ; their Ability 
to be Impotence; all their Works to be worthleſs. 

This Prophecy, being ſo repugnant to our No- 
tions, and fo diſguſtful to our Inclinations, is aſſerted 
and enforced with the greateſt Particularity, both as 
to Perſons and to T hings. 

As to Perſons, — For the Day of the LORD of Hoſts 
ſhall be upon whom? Upon the ſordid Wretch, or 
the ſcandalous Sinner? Rather upon cvery one that is 
proud and lofty in his own Conceit; pluming hinifelf 
with the Notion of ſome imaginary Pre-eminence 
above his Neighbour. It ſhall be likewiſe upsn every 
one, that is lifted up in the Eſteem of others. Either 
on Account of Roman V irtue, or Athenian Philoſophy, 
or Phariſaical Zeal. And, notwithſtanding his aſ- 


piring Pretenſions, or glittering Accompliſhments, 


he ſhall be brought lot; {hall be degradcd to the Rank 
of a loſt, undone helpleſs Sinner. 

So that none ſhall have it in his Power to ſay, “ 1 
am better than thou. I ſtand upon more honour- 
„ able Terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter 

« Object 
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« Odject for his Favour.” They ſhall be like 


Priſoners, confined in the ſame Dungeon, and lia- 
ble to the ſame Condemnation. Every one of them 
equally deſtitute of any Plea for Juſtification; and 
all of them, as to Acceptance with their CREATOR, 
without any Difference. No Difference, in this 
reſpect, between the accompliſhed Gentleman, and 
the infamous Scoundrel; no Difterence between the 
virtuous Lady, and the vile Proſtitute. No Diffe- 
rence at all, as to the Way and Manner of their 
obtaining Salvation, So that the Whole may ap- 
pear to be of Grace, 

As to Things.—This Part of the Subject is il- 
luſtrated by a grand Aſſemblage of Images; compre- 
hending all that is moſt diſtinguiſhable in the viſible 
Creation, and denoting whateyer is moſt admired or 
celebrated among the Sons of Men. —Oaks and Ce- 
dars are the moſt ſtately Productions of vegetable 
Nature. Therefore the Day ſhall be upon all the Ce- 
dars of Lebanon, and upon all the Oaks of Baſhan.— 
Hills and Mountains are the moſt conſpicuous and 
majeſtic Elevations of the Earth. Therefore the 
Day ſhall be #por all the high Mountains, and up;n all the 
Hills that are lifted up.— Towers and Cities are the 
moſt magnificent Works of human Art. Therefore 
the Day ſhall be upon every high Tower, and upon 
every fenced Wall. —T he Ships of Tarſſiſb are put for, 
the Wealth, the Advantages, and the various Im- 
provements, procured by Navigation and Commerce, 
Pleaſant Piftures may repreſent every elegant and 
refined Embelliſhment of civil Life.—The whole 
Collection of Metaphors, ſeems to expreſs all thoſe 
Attainments, Poſſeſſions, and Excellencies, which 
are ſuppoſed to add Dignity to our Nature, or Sta- 

G bility 
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bility to our Hopes; to conſtitute a Portion, in 
which we ourſelves may reſt ſatisfied, or a Recom- 
mendation, which may entitle us to the Favour of 
Heaven. 

Vet all theſe Things, before the Requirements of 
GOD's Law, and before the Revelation of his Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be eclipſed and diſgraced. Thrown 
to the Bats, and conſigned over to Obſcurity ; thrown 
to the Moles, and trampled into the Duſt. So that 
in the Purſuit of eternal Life, none ſhall regard 
them ; or elſe regard them, only to deſpiſe them. 

Thus, ſays the Prophet a ſecond Time To ren- 
der the Work of Humiliation effectual, he redoubles 
his Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of 
his vigorous Expreſſions! Thus ſhall the Loftineſs of 
Man be bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſhall 
be laid ow. All Notion of perſonal Excellency ſet 
aſide, they ſhall be baſe and vile in their own Eyes. 
Acknowledge the Impoſſibility of being reconciled 
by any Duties of their own, and place all their 
Confidence on the propitiating Death and meritori- 
ous Obedience of FESUS CHRIST. They leſs 
than nothing; ZE all in all. 

With this important Sentiment I clofe my Letter; 
not without an ardent Wiſh, that it may ſink into 
our Thoughts, and dwell upon both our Hearts, 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER. 
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REV. MR. WESLEY, 


Er. 5. 83 


L ET . 


Rev. SIR, 
OUR laſt, and ſeveral of your other Objecti- 


ons, appear more like Notes and Memoran— 
dums, than a juſt Plea to the Public, or a ſatiſ- 
factory Explanation of your Opinion. They have 
rather the Air of a Caveat, than a Confutation 
and we are often at a loſs to diſcern, how far your 
Remonſtrance is either forcible or appoſite. 

Brief Negatives, laconic Aſſertions, and quick In- 
terrogatories, opened by no pertinent Illuſtrations, 
ſupported by no ſcriptural Authority, are more likely 
to ſtagger, ſtun, and puzzle, than to ſettle our No- 
tions in Religion. You ſeem, Sir, to have forgotten, 
that Propoſitions are not to be eſtabliſhed, with the 
ſame Eaſe, as Doubts are ſtarted. And therefore 
have contented yourſelf with a Brevity, which pro- 
duces but little Conviction, and more than a little 
Obſcurity. 

This Brevity of yours, is the Cauſe, and J hope, 
will be the Excuſe, of my Prolixity. Whicb, I per- 
ceive, is growing upon my Hands, much more than 
1 intended. If you had been pleaſed to ſhew your 
Arguments at full Length, and to accompany with 
Proof your Gloſſes upon Scripture, the Reader would 
then have been able to determine the preponderating 
Evidence, between yourſelf and Aſpaſio. And my 
| G 2 Trouble 
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Trouble had been conſiderably leſſened, perhaps 
quite ſpared, 

An Inſtance of the foregoing Remark, is the Ob- 
jection which follows. St. Paul often mentions 4 
Righteouſneſs imputed, ſays Aſpaſio. Not a Righ- 
« teouſneſs, ſays Mr. J/:/ley; never once; but 
« ſimply Righteouſneſs.” —St. Paul mentions N 
«ov, the Righteouſneſs which is imputed, both 
with and without the Greet Article, And do nei- 
ther of theſe ſignify a Righteouſneſs ? This is a Piece 


of Criticiſm, as new to me, as it is nice in itſelf. 


Beſides, where is the Difference between a Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Righteouſneſs ? Is not every Righte- 
ouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs? Is not every Perſon, 4 
Perſon? And every prodigious Refinement, a pro- 
digious Refinement ?—l thought, Mr. Veſley had 
known how to employ his Time better than in ſplit- 
ting, or thus attempting to ſplit Hairs. 

To what Purpoſe, Sir, is this exceſſive Refine- 
ment? Many of your Readers, I apprehend, will 
find it difficult to conjecture. For my own Part, I 
freely confeſs, that I could not, for a conſiderable 
Time, diſcern your Aim. Nor can I, even now, 
diſcover any other Deſign, than a forced Endeavour, 
to exclude the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and 
introduce a miſtaken Something of your own, to 
officiate in its Stead, —As the Thread of your Criti- 
ciſm is ſpun extremely fine, we muſt examine it with 
the cloſeſt Attention, But firſt let me juſt take 
Notice 

That M paſio, in Conſequence of his Obſerva- 
tion, deduced from the Apoſtle's Language, aſks ; 
What or whoſe Righteouſneſs can this be? To 
which Mr. 7/:/y anſwers ; “ He tells you himſelf ; 


« Faith 
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« Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs.” —But have 
you never read Apaſis's Interpretation of this Text? 
If not, be fo impartial, as to caſt your Eye upon the 
tenth Dialogue. There he conſiders this Paſſage at 
large, and lays before you his Expoſition of the 
Words. Not impoſing it, without aſſigning a Rea- 
ſon. But together with his Expoſition, preſenting 
you with the Grounds of his Opinion. If you can 
overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill. 
T hey ſtand ready to receive your Attack ; being, at 
preſent, in full poſſeſſion of the Field, 

However, if you will not advert to his Thoughts; 
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yowrs. St. Par 
& never mentions a Righteoufneſs, but ſimply Righ- 
« teouſneſs.” Thus, I preſume, you argue— 
Not à Righteouſneſs ; that might ſeem to denote 
&« fome real Righteouſneſs; ſome actual Confor- 
% mity to the divine Law, imputed to Sinners for 
their Juſtification, —Whereas, if Faith be ſubſti- 
e tuted, inſtead of this real Righteouſneſs ; if Faith 
„ be all that to us, which our own Obedience to 
„the Law ſhould have been; and which A/pa/io 
„ {uppoſes, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is ap- 
„pointed to be; if Faith itſelf be all this to us, then 
« we are made righteous without @ Righteouſneſs. 
Something is accounted to us for Righteouſneſs, 
« which is really no ſuch Thing.—Then we ſhall 
« be under no Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Righ- 
« teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, but 
% may eaſily be furniſhed out of our own Stock.“ 

Is not this, or ſomething like this, your Way of 
Reaſoring ? Do you not, in this Manner, under- 
ſtand Faith imputed for Righteouſneſs? Not as de- 
tiving all its Efficacy, all its Significancy, from its 
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moſt magnificent Object. But as being itſelf the 
Efficient of Juſtification; the very "Thing, for 
which we are accepted. In Oppoſition to © the 
* wicked and vain Commentaries of the Caluiniſis, 
* which ſay, that all this is reſident in CHRIST, 
and apprehended by Faith,” 
This led me to uſe that ſingular Expreſſion, “ a 
* miſtaken Something.“ Since this is an egregious 
Miſtake of Faith; of its Nature, its End, its Im- 
port. —Of its Nature. For, it is a going out of 
Self, and a flying to CHRIST, for Pardon, for 
Peace, and for every ſpiritual Bleſſing.— Of its End. 
For, it is ordained, to preclude all Boaſting. That 
itſelf may be nothing. That its Owner may be 
nothing. That the Grace of GOD, and the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, may be all in all.— 
Of its Import. For it ſays, according to the Pro- 
phet; In the LORD, not in myſelf, have 1 Righte- 
ouſneſs, It would expoſtulate, in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, with its over- weaning and doating Admi- 
rers; ye Men of 1ſraz/, why look ye ſo earneſtly on 
me; as though by my own Power or Dignity, I had 
procured your Reconciliation, and rendered you ac- 
cepted? The GOD of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacab 
has glorified his SON ZFESUS, and appropriated 
this Honour to his Obedience and Death. In the 
Matter of Juſtification, it is my Buſineſs, not to fur- 
niſh a Contingent, not to ſupply any Part, but to 
receive the Whole from his Fulneſs, 

On CHRIST's Death Sinners are to rely as 
the Cauſe of their Forgiveneſs; on CHRIS T's 
Obedience, as the Ground of their Acceptance. 
« How does this agree with pag. 58 ?”—Be pleaſed 
to turn back, dir; and with a very little Attention, 

you 
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you will perceive the Agreement. Then let me de- 
fire you to turn inward z and you will, probably, 
diſcern more than a little Diſingenuity, in your own 
Procedure. Since you reſolve to ſtop your Ears 
againſt the Author's Explanation, his very particu- 
lar Explanation and Reſtriction of his own Mean- 
ing *.—If you was examining a mathematical Sy- 


ſtem, you would always carry in your Memory, the 


leading Problems or introductory Axioms. It you 
did not, your own Judgment would blame you; 
And when you neglect to do the ſame, in canvaſſing 
a theological Treatiſe, does not your own Conſcl- 
ence reprove you? 

Our LORD commends ſuch Kinds of Benefi- 
cence only, as were exerciſed to a Diſciple, in the 
Name of a Diſciple. Here Mr. //:/ley aſks; “ Is 
e not this a Slip of the Pen?!” —Read the Paſſage, 
Sir; and anſwer yourſelf, What are our LORD's 
Words? [naſmuch as ye have done it to theſe my Bre- 
thren. Have you not then as much Reaſon, to 
charge our divine MAS TER with a Slip of the 
Tongue, as to charge Aſpaſis with a Slip of the 
Pen? It is undeniably plain, that he does in Fact 
commend only ſuch Kinds of Beneficence, as was 
exerciſed towards his Brethren, And I preſume, you 

G 4 will 


Ia pag. 58. A4/pafio, ſpeaking of the Obedience and 
Death of CHRIST, profeſſedly declares ; ** However, 
therefore, I may happen to expreſs myſelf, I never 
*« conſider them, as acting in the exc/u/rve Senſe ; but 
*£ would always have them underſtood, as a grand and 
«© glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our SAVIOUR's 
„ univerſal Obedience, which commenced at his Incar- 
nation ; was carried on through his Life ; and termi- 
* natedin his Death ;—looking upon all this, in its co/- 
«« lective Form, as the Object of my Faith, and the 
«© Foundation of my Hope.“ 


A 
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will readily grant, that his Brethren, the nobler Re- 
lation, cannot be more extenſive than his Diſciples, 
the inferior. 

« Will not our LORD then commend all Kinds 
of Beneficence, provided, &c.”—Excuſe my cut- 
ting ſhort your Speech. You are rambling from the 
Point. What CHRIST will do, is quite another 
Queſtion. Aſpafio neither denies, nor affirms any 
Thing, on this Subject. All that he conſiders, is, 
what appears to be really done, in that particular 
Deſcription of the laſt Day, and its awtul Proceſs, 
Nor will he ſcruple to affirm, a ſecond Time, that 
our LORD applauds ſuch Acts of Beneficence only, 
as were exerciſed to a Diſciple z to Believers; to his 
Brethren. 

'The righteous Judge ſpecifies this Sort of Muni- 
ficence, becauſe it is a ſure Indication of one be— 
gotten by the Word of Truth. It is a leſt, which 
none but the Saints and Faithful in CHRIST 
ZESUS will come up to. And a Chriſtian is moſt 
properly diſtinguiſhed, not by what he does in com- 
mon with others, but by the different Principle 
from which he acts.—Of this Particularity 4ſpa/72 
takes Notice, on Purpoſe to warn, as well as to 
exhort his Readers. Exhort them, that they may 
abound in Works of Generolity. Yarn them, that 
their Works may ſpring from the right Source, 
Faith in the divine REDEEMER. 

« You are not willing to call Works of Benefi- 
* cence, though exerciſed to a Samaritan or a Hea- 
« then,” tranſient Bubbles, -No more is Aſpa/is, 
in the Senſe and Manner, which you would infinu- 
ate, He calls them ſuch, not abſolutely, but rela- 
tively, Not in themſelves, but with reſpect to an 

Affair, 
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Affair, infinitely too great for them to tranſact, 

5 [ either in Whole or in Part, In this View.(as rela- 

| tive to Juſtification) St. Paul calls them Dung, 
which is deſpicable and ſordid. Surely then Mpaſio 
may call.them Bubbles, which are ſhewy but inſigni- 
ficant.—1 don't call the Deſk, on which I write, a 
mere Egg-ſhell. Yet I ſhould not helitate to ſay 
It is ſcanty as an Egg-ſhell, if appointed to tranſport 
an Army to the Indies; ferble as an Egg-ſhell, if 
ſet up as a Wall of Munition, againſt a Battery of 
Cannon, 

How muſt Chriſtians exceed the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees? To this Aſpa/io replies. Not only in being . 
ſincere; in having Reſpect unto all GO D's Com- | 
mandments ; but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete Righ- 
teouſneſs. Nor can this be any Thing leſs, than 
the perfect Obedience of our great MEDI A TOR.— 

& Did our LORD mean this? Nothing leſs.“ — 
Peremptorily affirmed, But not fo eaſily proved. 
Yes, you add; “ He ſpecifies in the following Parts 
„ of his Sermon, the very Inſtances, wherein the 

& Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtian exceeds that of the 

“ Scribes and Phariſces.**—'iJe dots fo, But is it ' 
not an abſolutely complete Righteouſncſs ? A Meek». 
neſs, without the leaſt Emotion of Reſcnunent. A 
Purity, without the leaſt Stain of evil Concupiſcence. 
A Love, a Long-Suftering, a Ferfection, ſuch as 
our FATHER which is in Heaven exerciſes. 
Now if this does not excced the Righteouſneſs of all 
the Chriſtians in the World, or it this is to be found 
in any Character, fave only in the Character of our 
great MEDIAT OR, I retract, moſt freely retract 

my Opinion. 

The 
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. The Diſcourſe relates to that Righteouſneſs, by 
which we are ſaved; or, by Virtue of which, we 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven“. And why, 
Sir, why will you not reſign the Honour of obtain- 
ing Salvation, to the moſt bleſſed IMMANUEL's 
Blood and Obedience? Why will you hedge up your 
People's Way to the immortal Manſions, by teach- 
ing them to depend upon Duties and Attainments of 
their own ?—Should any one, hearing this Doctrine, 
that the Law of the ten Commandments requires a 
perfect, ſinleſs Obedience; that none can be de- 
hvered from the Wrath to come, or enjoy eternal 
Life, without this unſinning, perfect Obedience; 
ſhould ſuch a one, ſtruck with Surpriſe and Anxiety, 
enquire; Who then can be faved?” What An- 
ſwer would Mr. J/:/ley give! — The Anſwer we 
would make, is obvious and full of Conſolation. 


© No 


* Chriſtus magna afſeveratione pronuntiat, phariſaicam 
illam juſtitiam, que non perfectiſſime habet integram legis im- 
pletionem, non pofſe ingredi regnum cœiorum. Suorum igitur 


Juſtitiam vult efſe abundantiorem, hoc eſt, ſuos wult adjudicium 


Dei, afferre abundantiſſimam, pleniſſimam, & perfediſſimam 


Juſtiti am, ut per ac propter eam prfſent ingredi regnum calorum. 


Eam vero, quia in ſe non inveniunt, fide guærunt & appre- 
bendunt in impletione legis, a Chriſto pro nobis præſtita. Vid. 
CREMuNITII Harm. Evang. p. 722. 

A truly valuable Work. In which the learned Reader 
will find many Traces of lively Devotion; many Pieces 
of ſolid Criticiſm; and many fine Views opened, to ſee 
more clearly the Wiſdom, Beauty, and tranſcendent 
Excellency of our bleſſed REDEEMER's Life. This 
Book is particularly eſtimable, for diſplaying with great 
Perſpicuity, andenforcing with proportionable Zeal, that 
diſtinguiſhed Article of Chriftianity, Fu/zfication through 
the Righteouſueſs of JESUS CHRIST. Which is, as 
our Author very emphatically ſpeaks, Ip mum evangelii 


Jundamentum. 
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« No Man, by his own Performances. But Sal- 
cc vation is to be ſought, Salvation is to be obtained, 
« by the Righteouſneſs of another. Even by the 
« conſummate Obedience of our LORD FESUS 
« CHRIST.“ 

He brings this ſpecious Hypocrite to the Teſt. — 
C How does it appear, you aſk, that this young 
& Ruler was a Hypocrite ?”—lt appears from his 
Conduct. For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR, 
as one ſincerely deſirous of learning his Duty; yet, 
when inſtructed in it, he would not perform it, It 
appears from your own Character of him. You ſay, 


cc He loved the World.” Then the Love of the 


FATHER was not in him. That he pretended 
to the Love of GOD, is evident from his own 
Words, That he had no real Love, is certain from 
your own Acknowledgment, If Pretence, without 
Reality, be not Hypocriſy, pleaſe to inform us, 
what is.—lIt is farther apparent, from your Deſcant 
on the Caſe. © Therefore he could not keep any 
* of the Commandments in their ſpiritual Senſe,” 
And it is a ſure, as well as important Truth, that 
whoever pretends to keep the Commandments, yet 
does not keep them in their ſpiritual Meaning, is a 
Deceiver of Himſelf; a Deceiver of others; a Hy- 
pocrite. 

The keeping of the Commandments, ſays Mr. 


& J/eſley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not 


« the Cauſe of eternal Life.” —How then came it 
to pals, that our LORD FESUS CHRIST, ſhould 
declare? I am the Way. The Way, to what? To 
the Favour of GOD; to the Fruition of GOD; 
to every ſpiritual Bleſſing; or in other Words, to 
eternal Life. — After ſuch a Claim, from ſuch a Per- 

ſon, 


- 
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fon, may I not, without the Imputation of undue 
Confidence, deny your Aſſertion in your own Form 
of Speech? © The keeping of the Commandments 
< undoubtedly cannot be the Way to eternal Life ;” 
fince this is an Honour, this is a Prerogative, which 
the all-glorious REDEEMER has challenged to 
himſelf. | | 

Hence your Diſtinction, between the Vay to, and 
the Cauſe of, appears to have no Countenance from 
Scripture, And will it not, upon a Review, appear 
to have as little Support from Reaſon? Caſt your 
Eye upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep 
and wide River. It is the Way, the only Way, 
whereby I croſs the Water, and arrive at the oppo- 
ſite Bank. If fo, is it not likewiſe the Cauſe of my 
fafe Arrival on the other Side? There may be, in 
this Caſe, other Cauſes, concomitant or ſubordinate, 
But the Bridge is the grand one ; that which every 
Body chiefly regards; and to which my Paſſage is 
always aſcribed. 

CHRIST therefore is the Way, the only Way, 
to Life and Immortality. By his precious Blood, 
and by his divine Righteouſneſs, we paſs the Gulph 
of Wrath and Deſtruction, By the Things which 
He has done, by the Pains which He has endured, 
we enter the Realms of Peace and Joy. According- 
ly, we are exhorted to walk in Him; and are aſſured, 
that as many as walk in this Way, Hall renew their 
Strength, This is, what the Apoſtle calls, the new 
and living May. T his is, what the Pſalmiſt ſtyles, 
the May everlaſiing. And though other Ways may 
feem right unto a Man, yet the End thereof are the Ways 
of Death, 


A Doubt, 
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A Doubt, perhaps, may ariſe in the Reader's 
Mind, ſuggeſted by the Words of the Prophet; An 
High-May fhall be there, and a Way, and it ball te 
called the Way of Holineſs. True. The Way is 
CHRIST, the incarnate GO, with all his Gifts, 
Privileges, and Bleſſings. It ſhall be called the Way 
of Holineſs *. None can enter and advance therein, 
yet continue carnal and unclean, All that travel this 
Road, renounce the hidden Things of Darkneſs, 
and do the Works of Righteouſneſs. It does not 
indeed find, but it aſſuredly makes, the Paſſengers 
righteous. And though Holineſs is not their Way, 
yet it is a principal Part of their Buſineſs, while they 
walk in CHRIST. 


Ajpaſiey 


* 1/2. xxxv. 8. Upon this Subject, Dr. Owen ſpeaks 
excellently. © CHRIST is the Medium of Communi— 
«© cation between GOD and us. In Him we meet; in 
„% Him we walk. All influences of Love, Kindneſs, 

Mercy from GOD to us, are through Him ; all our 
Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, Obedience unto 
GOD, are all through Him. He being that one Way, 
GOD ſo often promiſeth his People: And it is a glo- 
rious Way, Ja. xxxv. 8. An High Way, a Way of 
Holineſs, a Way that none can err in, that once eater 
it. Which is further ſet forth, Ja. xlii. 16. All other 
Ways, all other Paths but this, go down to the Cham- 
e bers of Death: They all lead to walk contrary to 

6 80D. 

See a Treatiſe, entitled Communion with GOD, By 
Jonun Owen, D. D. Which preſents us with the Spirit 
and Quinteſſence of the Goſpel ; with the nobleit Privi- 
leges and ſtrongeſt Conlolations of Chriitianity ; anima- 
ting us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obedience.— 
Here are Pinks and Roſes in the Path. Milk and Honey 
in the Cup. Marrow and Fatneſs on the Table. Ia 
many Treatiſes, the Author has done worthily ; but iu. 
this, I think, he excelleth them all. 
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Aſpaſio, having Occaſion to ſpeak of Abraham's 
Faith, quotes the Words of the Apoſtle ; By Works 
his Faith was made perfect. Which he thus explains; 
« His Faith hereby anſwered its proper End, and 
„appeared to be of the true, of the triumphant, 
« the ſcriptural Kind. Since it overcame the 
World, overcame Self, and regarded G OD as 
&© all in all.“ To this Mr. Meſſey replies, with the 
Solemnity of a Cenſor, and the Authority of a 
Dictator; «© No. The natural Senſe of the Words 
is, By the Grace ſuperadded, while he wrought 
„ thoſe Works, his Faith was literally made per- 
« fect.” —Your Proof, Sir. What have You to 
make good this Interpretation? There is not a 
Word in the Text about Grace ſuperadded. This 
is not aſſigned as the Cauſe of a perfected Faith. 
Nay, the ſacred Writer expreſsly aſſigns another, 
By Works, ſays St. James, his Faith was made per- 
fect. No, ſays Mr. J//ey; but by Grace ſuperadded. 
St. James affirms one Thing; Mr. Weſſey affirms the 
contrary; and who am I, that I ſhould decide be- 
tween two ſuch Diſputants? But I believe, the 
Reader will, without my Interpoſal, eaſily chuſe his 
Side. 

Perhaps, you will reply; if this is not the true 
Senſe, produce a better. One leſs oppoſite to the 
natural Import of the Words, and the apparent 
Meaning of the Apoſtle, is already produced. Do 
you inſiſt upon another? I will then refer you to 
abler Judges.—Shall I ſend to an Expoſitor, whom 
you yourſelf admire ? Dr. Deddridge thus comments 


upon the Text. © His Faith was perfected by Works ; 


the Integrity of it, was made fully apparent, to 
e himſelf, to Angels, to GOD.” —Shall I remit 
you 
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ou to an Expoſitor, who can neither deceive, nor 
be deceived? The GOD of Glory ſays; Ay Strength 
is made perfect in Weakneſs. Made perfect! How? 
Is there any ſuch Thing, as a Super- Addition to 
GOD Almighty's Power, while He exerts it in Be- 
half of his People? This none can imagine. But it 
is hereby manifeſted, to their Comfort, and his 
Glory. The ſame Word is uſed concerning Abra- 
ham's Faith, and concerning the GOD of Abraham's 
Strength, Why then ſhould it not be underſtood 
in the ſame Senſe? Here, it is ,]; there it is 
Hexeiln. And, in both Places, it ſignifies, not 
« literally made perfect,” but illuſtriouſly diſplayed. 
Shall I ſend you to a familiar Illuſtration? I view, 
from my Window, a young Tree. The Gardener, 
when he planted it, told me; It was a Fruit-Tree, 
a Pear-Tree, a right Beauté du Roy. It may be 
ſuch a Tree, and have its reſpeCtive Seed in itſelf, But 
this did not then appear. If, when Autumn arrives, 
its Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with 
that delicious Kind of Pears; this will be a Demon- 
ſtration of all thoſe Properties. This will, not 
make it ſuch a particular Tree; no, nor make it a 
good and fruitful Tree; but only ſhew it to be of 
that fine Sort, or make its Nature, and Perfections 
evident. 

St. James ſpeaks of the Juſtification of our Faith; 
thus proceeds Apaſio. And thus replies Mr. Meſley; 
« Not unleſs you mean by that odd Expreflion, our 
« Faith being made perfect.“ —I mean ſuch a Per- 
fection of Faith, as is mentioned above. Othec 
Perfection I find not, either in Books or Men. Was 
Faith perfect, in your Senſe of the Word, Love, 


Joy, and all Holineſs would be perfect likewiſe. 
Correſ- 


96 LETTERS TO THE LET. 5. 


Correſpondent to the Principle, would be the State 
of the Production. There would be no longer any 
Cauſe for that Petition, which the Diſciples put up; 
LORD, increaſe our Faith, Nor for that Suppli— 
cation, which you and J, ſo long as we continue 
Members of the Church of Ergland, muſt uſe; Give 
unto us the Increaſe of Faith, Hope, and Charity ! 

You call the Juſtification of our Faith an „ odd 
« Expreflion.” —Is it not founded on the Tenour of 
the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe ? Is it not the native Reſult 
oi the Apolile's Inquiry? Shew me thy Faith. Prove 
it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by ſuch Acts, 
as demonſtrate, you truſt in FE SUS alone for ever- 
laſting Life. If it ſtands this Teſt, we ſhall ac- 
knowledge it to be that precious Faith, whoſe Au- 
thor is GO D, and whoſe End is Salvation. Is not 
that a Juſtification-of Faith, which diſplays its Sin- 
cerity, and renders it without Rebuke ? Somewhat 
like this, would be reckoned a Juſtification of any 
Perſon, or of any other Thing, and why not of 
Faith ? | 

Something, you ſee, Sir, may be ſaid, in Vindi- 
cation of this Expreſſion. However, if it be thought 
improper ; if it tend to create any Confuſion in our 
Sentiments; or to draw off our Attention from that 
grand Idea, which is peculiar to the Word Juſtifica- 
tion ; the Idea, I mean, of being made righteous be- 
fore GOD. I freely give it up; I will alter it in 
my Book ; and uſe it no more. 

He that doeth Righteouſneſs, is righteous. He mani- 
feſts the Truth of his Converſion, and juſtifies his 
Profeſſion from all Suſpicion of Infincerity—< Nay; 
«. ſays Mr, Meſig, the plain Meaning is, he alone is 


truly righteous, whoſe Faith worketh by Love.”— 


Hour 
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Your Expoſition may be true, and Apaſio's no leſs 
true. I leave the Reader to determine, which is 
moſt exactly ſuitable to the Apoſtle's arguing.— He 
is ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Righteouſneſs. That 


which renders us righteous before GOD, That 


which Fleſh and Blood could never have diſcovered. 
Which therefore was graciouſly revealed in the Goſ- 
pel, and is the principal Subject of Goſpel-Preaching. 
As then there were, and always would be, many 
Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. ohn lays 
down a Maxim or a Touchſtone, to diſtinguiſh the 
Sincere from the Hypocrite, He that uniformly 
doeth Righteouſneſs, in a Way of Sanctification; he, 
and he only, ig to be acknowledged by us, as truly 
righteous by Way of Juſtification. 

Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of wrangling. 
Where you hit upon the I ruth, or come pretty near 
it, I ſhall never be eager to oppoſe. On the con- 
trary, I ſhall be very deſirous to agree; and preſerve; 
as much as poſſible, both the Unity of Opinion, and 
the Harmony of Aﬀection,—Your own Interpreta- 
tion ſha! rake place. Only let your Mering be the 
Sign and Fruit of a righteous State, not that which 
makes or conſtitutes us righteous. The Righteouſ- 
neſs of fallen Creatures, is not of themſelves, but of 
me, ſaith the LORD. It is brought in and accom- 
pliſhed by HIM, whom GOD hath ſet forth to 
be their MEDIATOR and SURE TY, So that 
we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing 
whatſoever, but ſolely by believing in FESUS, 
Our Character as the Redeemed of the LORD, is, 
Os en ists; Men, having their Exiſtence, their 
Subliſtence, their all, by Faith. Hence it comes to 
paſs, that we really are, what the Apoſtle affirms, in 
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the following Words; Righteous, even as he is Righ- 
teous, Not barely righteous, as the moral Heathens, 
by Dint of human Reſolution. Not barely righteous 
as the reputable Jetos, by the Influence of their legal 
Sanctions. But righteous with that very Righteouſ- 
neſs, which adorns, and exalts, and will eternally 
diſtinguiſh the only begotten SON of G OD. 

It remains to be enquired; Mat Faith is moſt 
likely to operate, in this excellent and happy Man- 
ner? I mean, to work by Love.—Let me illuſtrate 
the Point by a ſhort Apologue; then releaſe the 
Reader from his Attention, and the Writer from 
his Taſk. 

A certain King had two Favourites, whom he 
honoured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched 
with a ceaſeleſs Liberality. They both, inſenſible 
of their vaſt Obligations, became Traitors and Re- 
bels. Being convicted of Treaſon againſt their So- 
vereign, he was determined to overcome their Evil 
with Good. Accordingly, when they had nothing 
to plead in their own Behalf, he generouſly forgave 
them both. The one he diſmiſſed from Priſon, and 
ſuffered to live unmoleſted on his private Inheritance. 
The other he reſtored to all his high Preferments, 
and public Employs. He adorned him again with 
the Robe of Honour, and admitted him again into 
the Boſom of Favour — Which of them, now, will 
ſee] the warmeſt Affection for their Sovereign ? 
Vhich of them will be moſt ready to ferve him on 
all Occaſions? And, if Need be, to hazard even 
Life in his Defence ?—He, doubtleſs, on whom 
moiſt was beilowed. | 

And is not that Perſon moſt likely to work and 
obey, from a Principle of Love; who believes, that 
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his divine LORD, has not only bore the Curſe, 
but fulfilled the Law for Him? Has given Him, not 
barely an Exemption from Puniſhment, but a Title 
to eternal Life? Yea; has cloathed him with his 
own moſt perfect and glorious Righteouſneſs. By 
Virtue of which, He will, ere long, be preſented 
faultleſs before the Throne of Judgment, and have 
an abundant Entrance into the everlaſting King- 
dom, —Will not the Faith of ſuch unſpeakably rich 


Grace, pacify the Conſcience, and purify the Heart? 


Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly Benefactor, and 
enkindle Zeal for his Glory? Cauſe us to diſcharge 
all the Duties of our Station chearfully, and withſtand 
every Allurement to Evil reſolutely ? 

Surely, we may ſay of this Faith, what David 
ſaid of Goliah's Sword; There is none, there is nothing 


| like it, For all theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, it is beyond 


Compare, and I ſhould think, beyond Diſpute, effi- 
cacious.— I hat you, Sir, may know more of this 
Faith, and diſpute leſs againſt it, is the fincere ang 
fervent Wiſh of, Oc. 


( vi 


REV. SIR, 


S this Letter may probably be pretty long, I 
hall not increaſe the Prolixity by a Preface ; 
but enter upon it, without any further Introduction. 
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IWhoſo doeth theſe Things, ſaith David, ſhall never 
fall, Which Aßppaſio thus interprets, © ſhall never 
&« fall into final Apoſtacy.”—You are pleaſed to re- 
ply ; © David ſays no ſuch Thing. His Meaning 
« is, whoſo doeth theſe Things to the End ſhall ne- 
« yer fall into Hell.” —It would be a great Wonder 
I muſt own, if he ſhould. But if he happens to fail, 
at ſome Limes, and in ſome Inſtances, what becomes 
of him then? — However, let you and I, Sir, be at 
as little Variance as poſſible. Where is the extraor- 
dinary Difference, between yourſelf and Aſpaſio? 
If a Profeſlor of Religion falls into Hell, muſt he not 
previouſly fall into final Apoſtacy? And if he falls 
into final Apoſtacy, muſt he not inevitably fall into 
Hell? 

When you inſert the Clauſe, to the End, do you 
interpret? Do you not rather interpolate the ſacred 
Text? The Words of the Pſalmiſt relate to the pre- 
ſent Time, dyy deeth, not d] n ſhall do. They 
contain an Encouragement to thoſe, who, at this In- 
ſtant, bring forth the Fruits of Evangelical Righ- 
teouſneſs, The Encouragement is deduced from the 
comfortable Doctrine of final Perſeverance. It car- 
ries this chearing Import; < Wholoever believes in 
« JEHOVAH, as laying all his Sins upon 
« CHRIST, and giving him eternal Life freely; 
« whoſoever, from this Principle of Faith, ſincerely 
loves and willingly obeys GOD ; He ſhall never 
ce fall.” — The Words are =>w5 ww , He ſhall ne— 
ver be moved. A Phraſe, common among the Hebrews, 
to denote the Stability of a Man's Happineſs. An 
immoveable T hing never falls, either one Way or 
another. So, this righteous Perſon ſhall never fall; 

either 
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either into final Apoſtacy, which is the greateſt Mi- 
ſery here; or into Hell, which is the Conſummation 
of Miſery hereafter, 

But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of 
what you are jealous. Your Exclamation unravels 
all; “ How pleaſing is this to Fleſh and Blood!“ 


— Under Favour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this. 


Doctrine ſhould be pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood. 
Fleſh and Blood, or corrupt Nature, is proud. Any 
Scheme of Perſeverance, to be accompliſhed by our 
own Strength, would indeed be agreeable to the Va- 
nity of our Mind. But a Perſeverance, founded on 
the Fidelity and the Power of GOD; a Perſeverance, 
which acknowledges itfelf owing, not to any human 


Sufficiency, but to an Union with CHRIST, and 


the Interceſſion of CHRIST; this is a diſguſting 
Method. This is what the natural Man cannot 
away with. You will find the Generality of People 
utterly averſe to it.—Fleſh and Blood will not ſub- 
mit, either to be made righteous before GOD, by 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; or to be 
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith- 
fulneſs of CHRIST. Try your Friends; try your 
Followers; try your own Heart, on this Point. 

To the humble Believer, I acknowledge, this is 
a moſt pleaſing and conſolatory Doctrine. He, who 
feels his own Impotence ; who knows the Power of 
his inbred Corruptions; and is no Stranger to the 
Wiles of his ſpiritual Enemy ; he will rejoice in the 
Thought, that nothing ſhall pluck him out of his al- 
mighty REDEEMER's Hand. That his Advocate 
with the FATHER, will ſuffer neither Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor Life, nor Death, nor Things preſent, 
nor Things to come, nor any other Creature, to ſeparate 
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him from the Love of GOD. Without ſuch a Per- 
ſuaſion, we might too truly ſay of the Chriſtian's 
Joy, what Solomon ſaid of worldly Merriment; I ſaid 
of Laughter, it is mad; and of Mirth, what does it ? 
If he, who is to Day baſking in the divine Favour, 
may before the Morrow be weltering in a Lake of 
Fire; then Joy, even Joy in the HOLY GHOST 
is unreaſonable; and Peace, even that Peace which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding, is chimerical, A Build- 
ing without a Baſis; at leaſt, a bowing Wall, and a 
tettering Fence, 

Let us examine the Doctrine, which Mr. F/:/ey 
ſays, is ſo pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood; or, in 
other Words, to carnal People. What is the 
Thing, which the Pſalmiſt teaches, and Aſpaſis pro- 
feſſes? That the Perſons, who are deſcribed in the 
Pſalm *, ſhall never apoſtatize, from the true Faith, 
or from true Obedience. Is this fo agreeable to car- 
nal People? Is it not rather unwarrantable in Mr. 
Weſley to ſuppoſe, that carnal People either poſſeſs 
true Faith, or perform true Obedience, or can be 
pleaſed with either? Eſpecially, ſince the Apoſtle aſ- 
ſures us, that the carnal Mind is not ſubjef to the Law 
of GOD, neither indeed can be. 
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The xvth P/aln, I apprehend, deſcribes the perfect 
Character. That Perfection, which CARIST really 
fulfilled; and 1s the Righteouſneſs, in which GOD is 
well pleaſed. The Children of the Truth are, by the 
ſame SPIRIT, led to imitate this Character, according 
to the Meaſure of their Faith. Yet ſo imperfectly, that 
when compared with it in their own Perſons, they have 
Reaſon to pray, Forgive us our Treſpaſſes. Though, 
when conſidered as cloathed with the Fulfilment of all 
in CHRIST, they may aſſure themſelves of Acceptance 
with GOD, and an everlaſting Title to the divine 
Favour, 

Be- 
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Beſides; are not the Duties, mentioned by the 
Pſalmiſt, offenſive to Fleſh and Blood ? Do they not 
require, or imply, the Mortification of our carnal 
Appetites, and the Diſcipline of our unruly Aﬀec- 
tions? Can it be a welcome Piece of News to Fleſh 
and Blood, that this Mortification ſhall take place * 
Inſtead of being remitted, ſhall increaſe ? And never, 
never be diſcontinued, till Mortality is ſwallowed up 
of Life lf ſo, the old Man which is corrupt, muſt 
be pleaſed with the Curb, and the Dagger mult de- 
light in its own Reſtraint, and its own Deſtruction, 
—duch a Paradox we muſt believe, before we can 
eſpouſe Mr. Meſley's Notion ; That Fleſh and Blood 
are pleaſed with the Doctrine of a final Perſeverance 
in Self-denial, in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 

„Should your Repentance be without a Failure, 
& and without a Flaw; I muſt ſtill fay to my Friend, 
« as our LORD replied to the young Ruler, One 
« Tying Theu lackeſt. In all theſe Acts of Humilia- 
tion, you have only taken Shame to yourſelf, 
Whereas, a Righteouſneſs is wanting, which may 
magnify the Law, and make it honourable.” — 
Theſe are A/paſio's Words; upon which Mr. Heſſey 
animadverts, © One Thing thou lackeſt, the im- 
„ puted Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. You cannot 
think this is the Meaning of the Text.“ Neither 
does Ajpa/io affirm this to be the Meaning. He only 
uſes the Words by Way of Accommodation. Could 
you demonſtrate, that our LORD intended no ſuch 
Thing, yet the Sentence may not improperly ex- 
preſs Apaſio's Opinion. And if ſo, be not unfit for 
his Uſe. 


However, let us enquire into the exact Meaning 
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of the Text, A very little Search will yicld the de- 
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fired Satisfaction. Sell all thou haſt, and give to the 
Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven, Trea- 
ſure in Heaven was what the young Gentleman 
lacked, Could this be any other than CHRIST 
himſelf? Is not CHRIST the Treaſure, hid in the 
Field of the Goſpel? Is not CHRIST the Inheri- 
tance, reſerved in Heaven for us? Is not a Commu- 
nion with CHRIST, and an Enjoyment of CHRIST, 
the ſupreme Felicity of our Nature? David was 
of this Mind, when he publickly declared; 7/9 
have I in Heaven but Thee? St. John was of this 
Mind, when he ſolemnly averred ; He that hath the 
SON, hath Life. —Whoever is of another Mind, has 
very inadequate, very unworthy Notions of Heaven 
and its Happineſs. Now if CHRIST himſelf was 
the One Thing needed, ſurely his Righteouſneſs could 
not be ſecluded. His Blood and Obedience inſepara- 
bly accompany his Perſon. He that hath the Bride- 
groom, hath his Riches alſo. 

In Oppoſition to this Senſe, it is affirmed, “ Cer- 
& tainly the one Thing our LORD meant, was 
& the Love of GOD.” —The Love of GOD is 
certainly an eminent Bleſſing. Poſſeſſed, I ſhould 
imagine, only by thoſe, who have firſt obtained eter- 
nal Lite, by knowing the true GOD, and FESUS 
CHRIST. But does our Love of GOD magnify 
the Law ; ſatisfy Juſtice ; or obtain Heaven? Are we 
pardoned, are we reconciled, are we juſtified, on 
Account of our Love of GOD ?—The young Ruler 
wants that, which may open to him the Kingdom of 
Heaven; and that, whereby he may inherit eternal 
Life. Mr. J/e/ley, ſetting aſide Pardon, Reconcilia- 
tion, Juſtification, together with the one perfect 
Righteouſneſs, which procures them, aſcribes all to 
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our Love of GOD. And, by this Means, not to 


the true Love, ariſing from the Knowledge of Him, 
as manifeſted in the Goſpel; as having firſt loved 
us, in granting us Remiſſion of Sins, freely through 
FESUS CHRIST This Notion may paſs current 
at Rome*, not among the Proze/tart Churches. Cur 
own Church has moſt expreſsly diſclaimed it. Speat- 

ing of CHRIST and his precious Blood-hedding 
ſhe adds; Whereby alone we are made Partakers 
“ of the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 


is the Obedience of CHRIST inſufficient to 


c accompliſh our Juſtification?“ —Hereyouwould cor- 
rect both the Language, and the Doctrine. The Lan- 


guage: for you ſay, * Rather I would aſk, is the 
C Death of CHRIST inſufficient to purchal ſe it.“ 
— To purchaſe Juſtification, you ſuppoſe, is more 
proper and expreſſive, than to accompliſh. As this 
may ſeem a Strife of Words, I ſhall diſmiſs it with- 
out much Solicitude. Only I would tranſiently ob- 
ſerve, that to accompliſh, denotes more than to pur- 
chaſe. It denotes the conſtituent Cauſe ; what the 
School-men call, the Matter of Juſtification; or the 
very Thing which effects it. If your favourite 
Phraſe implies all this, let it have the Pre-eminence. 

Next, you correct the Doctrine, by ſaying; 1 
ce would rather aſt, is the Death r, CHRIST inſuſi- 
&« cient to purchaſe Tuſtiffcation? -I anſwer ; if you 


The Council of Trent, by her Interpreter Andrad. 1. 
thus expreſſes herſelf; Chrifus obedientia ſua nom mer: 
credentibus in ſum Salutem & wvitam eternam ; ſed hoc tans 
tummodo meruit, quod propter ip/um infunditur nobis chariias 
inherens ; ut illa demum fit, que hominem Deo non tainium 
gratum ſed pergratum ; nontantum acceptun, ſed poracc prin 
reddat ad vitam æternam. Vid Chemnit. Exam. Conc. 


Trident. p. 1 46. 
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conſider the Death of CHRIST, ns excluſive of hi; 

Obedience, it is inſufficient, If you do not, there 

is no great Reaſon for your ſtarting a Doubt, where 

we both are agreed. And indeed it is ſcarce worth 

my while to take Notice of it. I will therefore re- 

turn to the Diſtinction, which you think proper to 
make, between accompliſhing and purchaſing Juſti- 
fication, —Why, Sir, would you ſet aſide the former 
Phraſe? Does it not imply, that which juſtifies? 
That very Thing, which commends us to GOD ? 
That wery Righteouſneſs, in which we ſtand accepted 
before Him? Does not this Way of expreſſing guard 
moſt effectually againſt the Errors of Popery, and 
exclude all Co-efficiency of Faith, of Works, or 
any Thing elſe whatever ?—lI ſaid, the Errors of 
Popery. For a Popiſh Synod will allow; that we 
are not juſtified without the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, by which He hath merited Juſtifica- 
tion for us. But declares, at the ſame Time; if 
any Man ſhall ſay, we are formally righteous, by 
that very Righteouſneſs, let him be accurſed. —Ac- 
cording to this, which is no very good Confeſſion, 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST purchaſes, but does 
not accompliſh ; it merits our Juſtification, but does 
not conſtitute our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. Sce, Sir, 
whither your Refinements are leading you. 

The Saints in Glory, fays Aſpaſſo, aſcribe the 
whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the LAMB. 
So do I, replies Mr. J/:/y; and yet I believe, 
* He obtained for all a Poſſibility of Salvation.” — 
Is this Objection pertinent? Does Aſpaſio's Aſſertion 
contradict your Belief? Does it not comprize, all 
that you avouch, aud much more? Is it poſſible, 
that Mr. J//ley, who is ſuch a Maſter of Logic, 


ſhould 
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ſhould argue in this Manner? * The Saints in Glory 
« aſcribe all their Salvation to CHRIST's Blood; 
* therefore He did not obtain a Poſſibility of Sal- 
« vation for all Men.” What a forced Concluſion 
is this! What wild Reaſoning is here ! Such Pre- 
miſes, and ſuch an Inference, will probably incline 
the Reader to think of a Sun-Beam and a Clod, con- 
nected with Bands of Smoke, 

If you was determined to make this Paſlage faulty, 
you ſhould have oppoſed it with the following De- 
claration of your Faith; “ Yet I believe, that 
« CHRIST obtained no more than a Poſſibility of 
„ Salvation for any.” Then you would have ſome- 
thing ſuited to your Purpoſe; but not agreeable 
either to found Senſe, or ſound Doctrine. Not to 
ſound Senſe. Your Poſſibility of Salvation, is if 
People perform the Conditions. How then can they 
aſcribe the whole Glory to CHRIST ? At this Rate, 
they do a Piece of Injuſtice to their own Reſolution 
and Diligence; As theſe, by fulfilling the Condi- 
tions, had a Hand in obtaining the Reward, thef: 
ought to have a Share in receiving the Hlonour,— 
Not to ſound Doctrine. — Aſpaſis believes much 
more than a Poſſibility of Salvation by FESUS 
CHRIST. He believes a full and complete 
Salvation; according to that noble Text, It is 
finiſhed. A Salvation, not to be acquired, but 
abſolutely given, according to that precious Scripture, 
GOD hath given to us eternal Life. Not upon ſome 
Terms or Pre-requiſites, but without any Condition 
at all; according to that moſt gracious Invitation, 
Whoever will, let him take of the Iater of Life freely. 
— This I look upon as ſound Doctrine. But will 
your Notion of a conditional Salvation, propoſed by 

Way 
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Way of Bargain, and granted upon Terms, comport 
with this Gift of Grace? 

No more than @ Peſſibility of Salvation !—Yes, 
Sir, C1{RIST obtained a great and a free Salvation, 
Great; for it comprizes the Pardon of all Sin, origi. 
nal and actual; a Reſtoration to entire and unaltera. 
ble Favour; together with a Title to everlaſting 


Life and Glory.—This is ſuch a Proviſion for our 
lappineſs, as becomes the immenſe Goodneſs, and 
Inconceivable Majeſty of an incarnate G OD, 
Such as not only ſupplies our Wants, and fatisfics 
our Deſires, but ſurpaſſes our very Wiſhes. Tranſ- 
porting us with Wonder, and filling us with Joy.— 
To accompliſh all this, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
nothing leſs could be ſuficient, than the active and 
paſſive Righteouſneſs of HIM; who is gone into 
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being 
made {ubjcct unto Him.—Since this matchleſs Ran- 
10M has bcen paid; ſince theſe grand Conditions are 
performed; there is no Obſtruction from the divine 
Juſtice, or the divine Truth. All that ineffable and 
eternal Bleſſedneſs is now become free: Is granted to 
Sinners, to Rebels, to the moſt unworthy; they are 
allowed, yez, invited to receive it, to poſleſs it, to 
rejoice in it as their own Portion: And without the 
Proviſo of any good Thing in themſelves, purely on 
Account of their SAVIOUR's all-ſufficient Work. 
I read in ſacred Hiſtory of Eleazar the Son of Dodo 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty Men with David; 
hw he aroſe, and ſmote the Philiſtines, until his Hand 
was weary, and his Hand clave unto his Sword; and 
the LORD wrought a great Victory that Day; and 
the People returned after Him only to ſpoil. And 
were not theſe mighty Men typical, faintly typical I 
| | of 
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of our almighty REDEEMER ? Did not FE SUS 
alſo ariſe and work a great Victory? Has He not 
triumphed gloriouſly over Sin, and all our Enemies? 
And what have we to do, but only to return and 
divide the Spoil, and ſhare the Benefits of his Con- 
queſt? May we not boldly ſay? „My Sin is done 
« away, becauſe CHRIST has bore it on the curſed 
« Tree. I ſtand accepted before GOD, becauſe 
CHRIST has finiſhed the Righteouſneſs, which 
& renders me unblameable and unreproveable, 1 
& ſhall receive the HOLY GHOST, becauſe 
« CHRIST is my Advocate; and prays the F A- 
« THER, that He will give me another Comforter. 
This ſacred Comforter, by ſhewing me the Riches 
of CHRIST, will more and more ſanctify my 
% Nature.“ To think and live in this Manner, is 
to take the Spoil after our victorious Leader, 

Let me cloſe and confirm this Sentiment, with a 
Paſſage from that inimitable Penman, the Prophet 
Tſaiah. Who, for his remarkable clear Views of 
CHRIST, may almoſt be admitted into the Num- 
ber of Evangeliſts; and for his exquiſitely fine De- 


* 


** 


0 
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ſcriptions of CHRIST, greatly exceeds all Orators 


and all Poets. Jo is this that cometh frem Edom, 
with dyed Garments from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in 
his Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs of his Strength *— 
{ that fpeak in Righteouſneſs, migh ty to ſave. —FFherefgre 
art Thou red in thine Apparel, and thy Garments lige ii: 
thattreadeth in the Mine Fat? I have troddenthe ii in: = 
Preſs al:ne, and of the Pe ole there 20, none tit) mo. 
The Prophet, like one thrown into a ludoen \ BULL 
Priſe, with a beautiful Abruptneſs, cries out, IV 75 
this? What extraordinary Appearance d:tcovers it- 


WY 


ſelf to my Sight? Is it a human, or a divine Form, 
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that I behold ? He cometh from Edom the Country, 


from Bozrah the Capital, of our profeſſed national 


Enemies. Is He for us, or for our Adverſaries ?— 
The firſt Queſtion ſeems to proceed from a diſtant 
and indiſtinct View. He then takes a nearer Sur- 
vey, and deſcribes the wonderful Perſonage with 
greater Particularity. This that cometh with dyed 
Garments, like ſome terrible and victorious Warrior, 
that has ſcarcely ſheathed the Sword of Slaughter. 
Who is all encrimſoned, and ſtill reaking with the 
Blood of the Slain. 

The Viſion becomes clearer and clearer, I ſee 
Him (adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his Ab- 
parel. Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful. 
Bearing in his Aſpect, in his whole Perſon, in his 
very Dreſs, the Marks of tranſcendent Dignity. Tra- 
velling in the Greatneſs of his Strength. Not faint with 
Toil, nor wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful 
Action; but like one, that is indefatigable in his 
Zeal, and irreſiſtible in his Power; and therefore 
ſtill preſſing forwards, to new Victories ; ſtill going 
on, from conquering to conquer. 

The majeſtic Object is, all this while, advancing. 
At length, He approaches near enough, to hold a 
Conference with this devout Enquirer. One would 
naturally expect, that his Speech ſhould be like his 
Aſpect, alarming and tremendous, But Grace is on 
his Tongue, and his Lips drop Balm. I that ſpeat 


in Righteouſneſs: All whoſe Words are Faithfulnels 


and Truth; an immoveable Foundation for the 


Faith of my People. That ſpeak of Righteouſneſs *. 


Vox Nan loqui conftruda cum prafixa a, nota! paſſim, 


— 
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phrafi ſacra, legui de re. 
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Of that myſterious Righteouſneſs, which is the De- 
light of my FATHER, and the Life of the World. 


To bring in which, is the Dehgn of my Appearance 


on Earth, and to reveal it is the Office of my S PI- 
RIT. By means of this Righteouſneſs, I am mighty 
to ſave : To fave thee; to ſave any loſt Sinner; to 
ſave them, as with the Arm of Omnipotence, be- 
yond all that they can think, even to the very 
u ttermoſt. 

Here, the Prophet ſeems to be ſomewhat at a 
Loſs, and takes Leave to renew his Enquiry, If 
thou art come, not to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to 
ſave; TVherefere art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy 
Garments like Him that treadeth in the Vine- Fat? 
Theſe indicate, not Deliverance, but Deſtruction. 
Theſe are Tokens, not of forbearing Mercy, but 
of inexorable Vengeance, —* Tis true, replies the il- 
luſtrious Hero, I have tredden the IVine-Preſs *; I 


have 


Frodden the Nine Preſs. —l can hardly forbear taking 
Notice of the great Impropriety, with which this Text 
and this Metaphor are frequently uſed by our theological 
Writers. They apply both to CHRIST, as bruiſed by 
his almighty FATHER; and bearing the Weight of 
that Indigna:ion, which was due to the Sins of Mankind. 
Nothing 1s more common, than to make this Text de- 
icripnve of his Agony in che Garden.,—lf indeed it had 
been ſaid, I am trodJen in the M ine. Preſs, the Image might 
not be improper. But when it is ſaid, 7 have trodden, 
nothing can be more unſuitable to a State of Humiliation 
and Suffering. This Phraſe evidently denotes Conqueit 


and Triumph; Enemies vanquiſhed and totally deſtroyed. 


It ſhould never therefore be applied to the agoniziag, 
but to the triumphant SAVIOUR; not to FESUS proſ- 


trate on the Ground, but to FESUS making his Foes 
his Footſtool. 


As I have taken Leave to animadvert upon a commo 
Miſtake, I would allo take Liberty to pay Merit its due 
Honour; 


( 
þ 
| 
N 
| 


112 LETTERS TO THE LET. 6. 


have cruſhed my Foes; I have trampled them under 
my Feet; and Repentance was hid from my Eyes. 
But thy Enemies were the Object of mine Indigna- 
tion. Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquiſhed 
Adverſaries, It is their Blood, that is ſprinkled upon 
my Garments, and that ſtains all my Raiment.— 
This Victory I have gained, by myſelf alone. Being 
infinitcly too great in my Power, to want an Aſto- 
ciate; and infinitely too jealous of my Honour, to 
accept of any Aſſiſtance, Of the People, whether 
in Heaven or on Earth, there was none with me; to 
afford the leaſt Succour, or to take the leaſt Share in 
the glorious Work. The Salvation of Sinners ; 
their Deliverance from Wrath, and their Redemp- 
tion to GOD; is, in all its Parts, my Act, even 
mine, and mine only. Yours be all the Benefit; 
mine all the Glory. 

The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, were, 
A full Satisfaction to the divine Zuſtice, and a com- 
plete Conformity to the divine Law. © This, ſays 


Honour; by recommending to my Reader a poetical 
Verſion of this Paſſage, given us by Dr. Low7h, in his 
very elegant Work, entitled De ſacra Poefs Hebræorum. 
Where he underſtands the Text, in the Senſe ſuggeſted 
above; and tranſlates it, in the very Spirit of Virgil. 
As the Lines are few, and the Book may not be in the 


Hands of all my Readers, I will preſent them with a 
Tranſcript. 


Ille patris wires indutus & iram, 

Dira rubens graditur, per ſtragem & fratta d 
Agmina, prena ſolo; proftratiſque hoſtibus ultor 
Inſultat; ce ic prela :9Vo ſpumantia muſto 
Exercens, jalit attritas calcatur in uvas, 

 Congeſtamque fſtruem ſubivit : Cade atra recenti 

rura madent, rerantque inſperſe ſanguine veſtes. 


Page 62. 
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« Mr. Miſiey to Mpaſio, you take for granted, but I 
« cannot allow.” — That Aſpafio does not take theſe 
Points for granted, I thought, even his Enemies 
would confeſs. That he has attempted, at leaſt, 
to make good his Opinion, all the World, beſides 
yourſelf, Sir, will acknowledge. What elſe is the 
Deſign of Dialogue the third and fourth * What elſe 
is aimed at, in Dialogue the ſeventh, eighth, and 
ninth ? The former treat largely of the full Satisfac- 
tion, given to divine Juſtice, The latter treat ſtill 
more largely of the Conformity, demanded by the 
divine Law, and yielded by the divine F ESUS. 

Theſe Things, however, “ You cannot allow.“ 
— Not allow a full Satisfaction of divine Juſtice to 
be neceſlary ! Are you not then acceding to the So- 
cinian? Not allow a complete Conformity to the 
divine Law to be neceſlary ! Are you not then warp- 
ing to the Antinomian? See, Sir, how you approach 
the Rocks, both on the right Hand, and on the left. 
May the EEEPER of Jirael, preſerve yourſelf and 
your Followers, from ſuffering Shipwreck Every 
one, I think, muſt allow, what you deny; who believes 
the divine Juſtice to be infinite, and the divine Law 
to be unalterable. A Juſtice, that will admit of any 
Satisfaction, leſs than complete, can never be deemed 
infinite. And if the divine Law can reſt ſatished 
with an Obedience that is defective, it is not ſo ve- 
nerable as the Law of the Medes and Perfians, 

« The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you 
« ſay, are Repentance and Faith.” -I muſt own, I 
don't much like the Expreſſion Terms, unleſs it be 
referred to the Mediation of CHRIST, And you 
yourſelf, if you would act conſiſtently, ſhould not 
be over-fond of it, becauſe it is not ſcriptural. 


1 Though, 
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Though, for my own Part, I have no Quarrel 
againſt the Word, becauſe it is not the exact Phraſe. 
ology of Scripture, but becauſe I diſlike the Idea it 
conveys. Shall we treat with the DEITY, as 
free States or Sovereign Princes treat with each 
other? The one obtaining from the other, Peace or 


ſome advantageous Conceſſion, by complying with 


his Terms? 

To confirm your Opinion, That “ the Terms of 
« Acceptance for fallen Man, are Repentance and 
% Faith,” you produce the following Text; Repent 


ye, and believe the Goſpel —Here you write, like a 


Man of Senſe; who knows, what juſt Diſputation 
means. You lay aſide your certainlies, your un— 
doubtedlies, your unqueſtionablies; and urge a Proof 
from Scripture.—Whether you rightly underſtand, 
and duly apply this Proof, muſt now be enquired, 

Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel. This may be 
the Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent ; relinquiſh 
all your wrong Notions, relating to the Way and 
Manner of finding Acceptance with the DEITY, 
Believe the Goſpel; which opens a moſt unexpected 
Avenue, for the Communication of this Bleſſing. 
Which brings you Tidings of a Salvation, fully pro- 
cured by the incarnate G OD, and freely offered to 
the unworthy Sinner.,-The Word you know, is 
lud, Which, in its primary Signification, de- 
notes not ſo much a Reformation of Conduct, as a 
Change of Sentiment. 

Suppoſe it to ſignify a Reformation of Conduct, 
The Meaning then may be as follows. Repent ; 
forſake all your Vices, and all your Follies ; mor- 
tify every evil Temper, and renounce every evil 
Way. In order to render this practicable, Believe 

the 
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the Goſpel. Wherein a SAVIOUR is preached 
and diſplayed. Who makes Peace for ſuch Offen- 
ders; reconciles them to GOD; and obtains eter- 
nal Redemption for them. This will ſweetly with- 
draw your Affections from Iniquity, and ſweetly 
attach them to the bleſſed GOD. Whereas, with- 
out this powerful Expedicnt, you will never be de- 
livered from the pleaſing Witchcraft of your Luſts. 
Sin will always have Dominion over you, ſo long as 
you are under the Law, and not under Grace.— 
Repentance, thus underſtood, is not the Condition 
of obtaining Salvation, but the Fruit of Salvation 
obtained, 

Beſides; if Repentance be a Gift, it cannot be a 
Term or Condition. He muſt be'a Stranger to the 
Import of Language, and the common Ideas of Man- 
kind,. who will take upon him to affirm the latter ; 
and he muſt be yet a greater Stranger to the holy 
Word of GOD, who will offer to deny the for- 
mer. CHRIST is exalted, ſaith the Apoſtle, to 
give Reperitance, Not to require it, as a Condition 
of Bleſſedneſs: but to give it, as a moſt eminent 
Blefling. Not require Repentance of fallen Man, 
who 1s not able to think a good Thought ; but give 
It, from his unſearchable Riches; and work it, by 
his almighty Power. 


You ſay, * The Terms of Acceptance for fallen 


“ Man, are, &c.”—Methinks, I ſhould be olad to 
know, what you mean by fallen Man. Do you 
mean (as you tell us, in your Collection of Sermons) 
One dead to GOD, and all the Things of 
* GOD? Having no more Power to perform the 
« Actions of a living Chriſtian, than a dead Body 
* to perform the Functions of a living Man?” 


I 2 What 
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What Terms, I beſeech you, can ſuch a one fulfil! 
Be they ever ſo difficult, or ever ſo eaſy, it maketh 
no Difference. The Hand, ſtiff in Death, is no 
more able to move a Feather,. than to remove a 
Mountain.—W hatever, therefore, others may af— 
firm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be 
exerciſed by fallen Man; until he is quickened and 
enabled by Fellowſhip with CHR 1ST, the living 
and Life-giving Head. Unleſs you chuſe, either to 
contradict your own Aſſertion, That fallen Man is 
abſolutely dead to all Good. Or elle think proper 
'to maintain, That the Dead may not only a&, but 
perform ſome of the moſt excellent Acts, and im- 
portant Offices, 

You ſhould likewiſe, Sir, if you would write cor- 
rectly and argue forcibly, have told us, what you 
mean by Faith. Otherwiſe, you may intend one 
Thing, and I another, even while we both uſe the 
fame Word. In this Cafe, our Diſpute might be as 
endleſs, as it muſt be fruitleſs. 

By Faith I mean, what St. Fohn calls, I Receiving 
ef CHRIST. A Receiving of Him and his Bene- 
fits, as they are freely given, in the Word of Grace 
and Truth. If this, which is the Apoſtolical, be a 
proper Definition, then it ſeems not to come under 
the Denomination of a Condition. They muſt be 
exceſſive Refiners indeed, who would call my re- 
ceiving a rich Preſent, the Terms or Conditions of 
poſſeſſing it. Or would eſteem my eating at a 
plenteous Feaſt, the Terms and Conditions of en- 
joying it. Is not this to ſubtilize, till ſound Senſe is 
loſt ? 

Faith, according to St. Paul, is a Perſuaſion, that 
CHRIST loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Where 

is 
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is any Trace or any Hint of Conditionality, in this 
Deſcription? I don't hear the Apoſtle ſaying; He 
loved me, provided I repent. He gave Himſelf for 
me, in caſe I think this, or do that. But He gave 
Himſelf for me, when I was ungodly, and had per- 
formed no Conditions; when I was without Strength, 
and could perform no Conditions. — Thus He gave 
Himſelf for me, that I might have Remiſſion of Sins, 
through his Blood; and eternal Life, through his 
Righteouſneſs. —Believing theſe delightful Truths, 
and receiving theſe heavenly Privileges, I love my 
moſt adorable Benefactor; and abhor thoſe Iniqui- 
ties, for which he wept, and groaned, and died. — 
That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holineſs; and 
this Abhorrence of Sin, is practical Repentance, 


And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the 


Conditions, of Salvation by F E SUS. 
Some holy Men and excellent Writers, I confeſs, 


have not ſcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the 


Conditions of our Salvation, Yet I cannot prevail 
on mylelf to admire or approve the Language, I 
fear, it tends to embarraſs the ſincere Soul; to 
darken the Luſtre of Grace; and to afford too much 
Occaſion for Boaſting. 

To embarraſs the ſincere Soul—For, if I am ſaved 
on Conditions, this will naturally divert my Atten- 
tion from the grand and all-ſufficient Cauſe of Juſti- 
fication, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; which 


alone gives ſolid Comfort. Inſtead of dclighting 


myſelf in the LORD RED EE MER, I ſhall be 
engaged in an anxious Concern about the ſuppoſed 
Conditions, Whether I have performed them? 
Whether I have performed them aright? Whether 
there may not be ſome latent Defect, that ſpoils all, 
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and renders my Labour fruitleſs? The more ſerious 
our Minds are, and the more tender our Conſci- 
ences, the more ſhall we be liable to Perplexity and 
Diſquietude on this Head. bs 

It eclipſes the Luſtre of Grace are ſaved by 
Grace, ſays the Oracle of Heaven. Burt if Salvation 
be upon Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It muſt, 
in ſome Meaſure at leaſt, be of Works. Since it 
depends upon working the Conditions ; it is obtained 
by working the Conditions ; and the Candidate has 
Reaſon to look principally unto his Performance of 
the Conditions. They are to him, by incomparable 
Degrees, the moſt important Point. Becauſe, with- 
out their all- ſignificant Interpoſition, every Thing 
elſe is as nothing. Even GO 's everlaſting Love, 
and CHRIST's everlaſting Righteouſneſs, are, till 
the Conditions are fulfilled, but Cyphers without the 
initial Figure. 


It affards tao much Occaſion for Boafling. —May I 


not, in this Caſe, thank my own Application and 
Induſtry ? They, they exerted themſelves ſucceſs- 
fully; and behold ! the promiſed Reward is mine. 
What then ſhould hinder me, from ſacrificing unto 
my own Net, and burning Incenſe unto my own 
Drag ?—At this Door the Notion of Merit will un- 
avoidably creep in. Becauſe my Performance of the 
Condition 1s meritorious of the covenanted Reward. 
So far meritorious, that the Reward is my Due, I 
may demand it, as a Debt. And it will be an Act 
of apparent Injuſtice to with-hold it.—But ſhall 
theſe 'I bings be ſaid unto the ALMIGHTY ? 
Will theſe Things redound to the Praiſe of the Glory 
of his Grace © Do theſe Things hide Vanity from 
Man; or conſiſt with a Salvation, that is without 
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Money, or without Price? Not quite ſo well, I be- 
lieve, yourſelf will acknowledge, as the following 
Lines. 


Let the World their Virtue boaſt, 

Their Works of Righteouſneſs ; 
I, a Mreteh undone and Ioft, 

Am freely ſav'd by Grace: 
Other Title I diſclaim, 

This, only this is all my Pla; 
T the chief of Sinners am, 

But JESUS died for me. 


„ Fallen Man, you fay, is juſtified, not by per- 
ce fect Obedience, but by Faith.“ Not by per- 
4 fect Obedience,” Ah, Sir! If you had remem- 
bered the Immutability of GOD, and the Spiritua- 
lity of his Law, you would not have challenged this 
Expreſſion.—“ But by Faith.” Here, *tis true, 
you uſe the Language of Scripture. Nevertheleſs it 
behoves a Watchman in Ufrael, to ſhew how the 
Language of Scripture may be abuſed. Faith, you 
allow, 1s imputed to us for Righteouſneſs ; therefore 
(you infer) not the Righteouſneſs or perfect Obedi- 
ence of CHRIST. This, if you mean any Thing, 
or would ſpeak any Thing to the Purpoſe, muſt be 
your Way of arguing. So you would ſet Faith 
and CARIST's Righteouſneſs at Variance. 
The former ſhall exclude the latter from its 
Ofice, Whereas, the former is only the Pitcher at 
the Fountain, while the latter is the very Water of 
Life. Is that bleſſed, glorious, heavenly Expedient, 
which, received by Faith, juſtifies, ſanctifies, ſaves, 

According to your Goſpel, Faith will ſay to the 
Righteouſneſs of the REDEEMER; *<« Depart 

T I 4 « hence, 
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F* hence. I have no Need of thee. I myſelf act as 
be the juſtifying Righteouſneſs. I Rand in the Stead 
F perfect Obedience, in order to Acceptance wit 
4 GOD®*,”—To this may we not reply? Was 
Faith then crucified for you? Has Faith magnified 
the divine Law? Or is it by Means of Faith, that 
not one Jot or Tittle of its Precepts paſs unfulfilled ? 

If Faith, in this Senſe, is imputed for Righteouſ- 
neſs, how can you ſubſcribe that emphatical Article, 
which declares; “ We are accounted righteous be- 
* fore GOD, only for the Merit of our LORD 
* and SAV [JOUR JESUS CHRIST.” Sure- 
ly, Sir, you are accounted righteous, for the Sake 
of that, whatever it be, which ſtands in the Stead of 
perfect Obedience, That, whatever it be, may 


claim the Honour; and to that Juſtice itſelf cannot 


but award the Prize. 

If your Notion be true, the Believer ought to 
have his own Faith principally in View. Whatever 
preſents me perfectly obedient before GOD, is my 
greateſt Good; is my choiceſt Portion; the beſt 
Foundation for my Hope, my Peace, my Joy. Ta 
this, therefore, ſo long 2s I know my own Intereſt, 
I muſt chiefly loox. Whereas, let unto JESUS, 
is the Direction of the HOLY GHOST. Look 
unto his perfect Atonement, and complete Righte- 
ouſneſs, and be ſaved; is the grand unchangeable 
Edict, iſſued from the Throne of Grace, 

Perhaps, you will fay; Are not the Words of 
Scripture expreily on my Side? Faith is imputed for 
Rightecuſneſs., True. But is the Senſe of Scripture 

on 

* Theſe are Mr. Veſey's own Words, in his Expli- 


cation of this very Doctrine. See his Sermon on he 
Righteouſne/s of Faith, Vol. I. p. 111. 
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on your Side? Suppoſe, I ſhould undertake to prove, 
that David was purged from Guilt, by the Hyſſop 
which groweth on the Wall; this you would think 
a wild and an impracticable Attempt. But ſhould I 
not have the Words of Scripture expreſsly on my Side? 
Purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean. Yet 
ſhould I not have the leaſt Countenance imaginable 
from the Spirit and Senſe of thoſe ſacred Writings; 
Has the Hyſſop, a mean worthleſs Shrub, any Kind 
of Fitneſs, to ſtand in the Stead of the ſacrificial Blood, 
and make the Atonement for Sin? No more Fitneſs 
has Faith, to ftand in the Stead of perfect Obedi- 
ence ; to act as our juſtifying Righteouſneſs; or pro- 
cure our Acceptance with COD. 

„ What CHRIST has done.” — Here Mr. 1/://ey 
himſelf ſpeaks of what CHRIST has done. He 
repreſents it by a very magnificent Image. He lays 
it as the Foundation of that firſt and moſt comprehen- 
five Bleflinz, Juſtification. In this I moſt cordially 
agree with him. Hoping, that we ſhall unanimouſly 
Join, to defend this important Sentiment, againſt all 
Oppoſition; and endeavour to diſplay the RE- 
DEEMtR's Work, as well as his Paſſion, in all 
its glorious Excelloney. 

« What CHRIST has done is the Foundation 
&« of our Juſtification, not the Term or Condi- 
“ tion.” -The Prophet 7/a:ah had other Notions of 
this Matter; I thou ſhalt make his Soul an Offering 
for Sin, He ſhall ſee his Seed, If * is the hypothetic 
Language; denotes a Term; expreſſes a Condition 

| on 


* 1/a. li. 10. DB wn =R, Si te, Vocula DR 
valet conditionem, & rede wertitur per h. Patet enim cla- 
ri//ime, conditionem hic conjungi cum privilegio, 3 
conditione obtinendo, VIT AIX. 
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on the Performance of which, the MESSIAH D 
fee his Seed; ſhould have a numberleſs Multitude of 
Sinners, pardoned and renewed ; born again of the 
SPIRIT, and made Heirs of Salvation, The grand 
Term, on which all theſe Bleſſings depend, and by 
which they are made ſure to Believers, is, the pour- 
ing out of the MESSIAH's Soul, as a Sacrifice 
for their Sins, and a Ranſom for their Perſons. 

&« The Foundation, not the Condition.“ — Me. 
thinks, you ſhould offer fome Reaſon for this Di- 
ſtinction. Eſpecially, ſince St. Paul aſſures us: that 
CHRIST is, in the Work of Salvation, not this 
or that only, but He is ALI. — Eſpecially, ſince 
CHRIST bimſelf declares; I am, in that grandeſt 
of all Affairs, the Redemption of Sinners, the Begin— 
ning and the Ending. And well He may be fo, 
ſince He is, as it follows in the Text, he A L- 
MIGHTY. 

Your Meaning, I preſume, is; what CHRIST 
has done, is a Foundation for the Influence and 
Significancy of our own Doings. That they, under 
the Notion of 'Ierms and Conditions, may come for 
a Share, and be his Co-adjutors in the great Work. 
This was the Doctrine, eſtabliſhed by the Council 
of Trent; this is the Doctrine, ſtill maintained in 
the Conclave of Rome; and is, perhaps, of all their 
Abominations the moſt refined, yet not the leaſt diſ- 
honourable to our SAVIOUR. It bears the greateſt 
Oppolition to the Truth of his Goſpel, and the 
Freeneſs of his Redemption, 1 

I have heard it inſinuated, that Mr. Weſſey is a 
Jeſuit in Diſguiſe." This Inſinuation I rejected, as 
the groſſeſt Calumny; I abhorred, as Falſehood it- 
felt, I acquit you, Sir, from the Charge of being 

a Jeſuit 
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a Jeſuit or a Papiſt. But no body, I apprebead, can 


acquit your Principles, from halting between Pro- 
teſtantiſm and Popery. They have ſtolen the un- 
hallowed Fire, and are infected with the Leaven of 
Antichriſt, You have unhappily adopted ſome ſpe- 
cious Papiſtical 'I enets, and liſtened to the Mo- 
ther of Abominations, more than you are aware. 
Amidſt all your Miſtakes (and from Miſtakes who 
is exempt) I verily believe, your principal Aim is, 
the Honour of CHRIST, and the Edification of 
Souls. Therefore I ſpeak the more freely. Was 
you a Bigot to Selfiſhneſs, or a Devotee to Vain- 
Glory, ſuch Liberty might be diſpleaſing. But 1 
am perſuaded better Things of Mr. Heſey. He has 
publickly declared, That“ wherein ſoever he is 
“ miſtaken, his Mind is open to Conviction; and 
& he ſincerely deſires to be better informed.” This 
is written in the true Spirit of a Chriſtian, To this 
Spirit I addreſs myſelf. Begging of you, Sir, with 
the Sincerity and Tenderneſs of a Brother, to conſi- 
der theſe Hints impartially. Leſt, being milled your- 
ſelf, you miſlead your thouſands and ten thouſands. 
In the mean Time, I hope, you will not take it 


amiſs, if, to my affectionate Entreaties, I add my 


earneſt Prayers, That you, Sir, and your People, 
may be in the Number of thoſe ble//ed Men, unto whom 
GUD imputeth Righteonſneſs without IVorks. Which 
I take to be the firſt and great evangelical Privilege ; 
as I am very ſure, it is the richeſt Benefit, I know 
how to crave, either for you, or for your moſt, &c. 
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II. 


Rev. SIR, 


ERSONS ſkilled in the Diſſection of animal 

Bodies, frequently mention comparative Ana- 
tomy. May 1 borrow the Term, and apply it to 
Theology! I do then freely declare, that in Caſe 
you cenſured Aſpaſio, for Points of Divinity, compa- 
raiively ſmall, you ſhould have no Oppolition nor 
any Check from this Pen, 
Some People for Inſtance, are of Opinion, that 
the Belief of a Parent is conſiderably beneficial to 
bis Children, That when St. Paul ſays to the 
anxious Jailor; Believe on the LORD JESUS, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe ; he promiſes 
ſome ſpecial Good, that ſhould redound to the Man's 
Houſhold, from his own Receival of CHRIST. 
It ſeems, indeed, that the Apoſtle muſt intend 


ſomething of this Nature; more than barely to ſay, 


Thy Family alſo, provided they follow thy Exam- 
ple, ſhall obtain Salvation with eternal Glory, If 
this were the whole of his Meaning, he need not 
have confined it to the Jailor's Domeſticks, but 
might haye extended it to all the Inhabitants of 


Philippi. 


Such Tenets, whether admitted or rejected, affect 
not the main Point. Men may embrace which Side of 
the Queſtion they think proper, and yet be ſound in the 
Faith of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. But Errors, 
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relating to that Righteouſneſs, which is the one efficient 
Cauſe of Juſtification; in which alone GOD is well 
pleaſed, and all his Perfections glorified; which is 
the only Spring of ſolid Peace, and true Godlineſs; 
ſuch Errors are extremely pernicious. Theſe we 
muſt withſtand with Reſolution and Zeal. We may 
not give Place to their Encroachment, no, not for 
an Hour. The former may be compared to a Fly, 
ſettled on the Diſh; the latter are more like Poiſon, 
mixed with our Food. To diſlodge that, may not 
be amiſs. But to prevent, or expel, or antidoie 
this, is abſolutely neceſſary. In the former Num- 
ber, perhaps, the Reader will rank your Obſerva- 
tion, which follows. But as I have undertaken to 
follow you Step by Step, I muſt not diſregard it. 
Hſpajio, ſpeaking of David, expreſſes a high Eſteem 
for that Hero, King and Saint. Allowing, that his 
Eſteem were carried a little too far; where would 
have been the great Hurt, or the grievous Offence? 
How, Sir, could this have led to“ unſettled Noti- 
e ons in Religion *? -I was inclined to anſwer 
your Reflections, as the Hero himſelf anſwered his 
cenſorious Brother, [s there not a Cauſe? Then 
paſſing on to another Subject, as He, perfectly 
Maſter of himſelf, and nobly ſuperior to the Affront, 
turned to another Perſon. But as you ſeem to have 
injured David, and not done Juſtice to the Truth, I 
ſhall hardly be excuſed, if I diſmiſs the Matter, with- 
out ſume more particular Notice. 
GOD vnimſelf dignifies David with the moſt 
exalted of all 1 Characters, lays Aſpaſia,—< Far, very 
« far 


* 'The Reader will pleaſe to remember, that the Pam- 
phlet, which contains the Remarks under Conſideration, 
1sentitied QPreſervative againſt unſettled Notionsiu Religion. 
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* far from it; ſays Mr. Weſſey. We have more 
« exalted Characters than David's.” — Where, Sir? 
Sbew me, in any of the Saints, or in any of the ſa- 
cred Writers, a more devout, or a more divine 
Spirit, than that which breathes in the Pen- Man of 
the Pſalms. For my own Part, I know nothing ſu- 
perior to it, in any Author, or in any Language. 
Neither can I conceive a more exalted Character, 
than the Character given of David, a Man after 
GOD's own Heart, If GOD be an unerring 
Judge, if his Approbation be the infallible Standard, 
this Deſcription muſt exprefs the moſt conſummate 
human Worth. Say whatever you will of a Perſon, 
it does not, it cannot, excced this moſt illuſtrious 
Teſtimony. 

« But this is ſaid of Dævid in a particular Re- 
« fpet.” —Ay! Notwithſtanding the HOLY SPI- 
RIT bas declared concerning him; A Man after 
mine own Heart, who fhall perform all my Mill. It 
you was expounding this Text, would you think it 
right to ſay? He ſhall perform all my Will, that is, 
he ſhall ſerve me in ſome particular Reſpect.—“ It 
vas not faid, with regard to his whole Character.“ 
No! Not when the SPIRIT of Inſpiration has borne 
this Witneſs to David; His Heart was perfect with 
the LORD his GOD. Could his Heart be perfect, 
yet not influence his where Conduct? “ But it was 
« ſaid in the ſecond or third Year of Saul's Reign“. 


Therefore it was not applicable to him, during the 
future Years of his Life. 


would draw, But can you really think it a juſt one t 


Or would you call that Perſon, a Man after GOD's 
own Heart; who is ſingularly pious in the Days of 


his 


This is the Inference you 
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his Youth, but ſwerves and declines in his advanced 


Age:? 


Notwithſtanding all theſe Remonſtrances, you 
puſh Matters to the utmoſt, As though it was a 


Point of the laſt Importance, to prove David an 


errant Backſlider. With this View, you add; 
« But was he a Man after GO D's own Heart, all 
« his Life, or in all Particulars? So far from it, 
ec that”—Stop, Sir, I beſeech you. And, before 
you ſpeak unadviſedly with your Lips, hear what the 
LORD himſelf replies, to both your Interrogatories; 
David did that which was right in the Eyes of the 
LORD, and turned not aſide from any Thing that he 
commanded him, all the Days of his Life, ſave only in 
the Matter of Uriah the Hittite, Surely, you was not 
aware, that ſuch Things are written in the Book of 


GOD. Otherwiſe, you would not have contra- 


dicted them, with ſo much Boldneſs. I will, there- 
fore, put the moſt charitable Conſtruction upon 
your Procedure, and ſay with the Apoſtle; I wet, 
that through Inadvertence you did it. 

There ts not a juſt Man upon Earth, that ſinneih not, 


is a Text quoted by Aſpaſio. Upon which Mr. 


Meſſey obſerves; . Solomon might truly ſay ſo, be- 
« fore CHRIST came.” According to this Inſi- 
nuation, what Solomon ſaid in his Proverbs and other 
Books, was ſaid only by a ſhort-fighted Mortal. 
Who might adapt his Inftructions to the preſent Oe- 
conomy ; but was not able to plan a Syſtem of Mo- 
rals for Futurity, Whereas, I always ſuppoſed, 
that his Writings. were dictated by that infinitely 
wiſe SPIRIT, before whom all Times are preſent, 
and to whom all Events are known. Agreeably to 
this Suppoſition, St. Paul informs us; That whatſo- 


De 
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ever Things were written afore-time, whether by Solo- 
mon or any other Prophet, were written for our Learn- 
ing.—No; ſuggeſts Mr. J/:fley. Here is ſomething 
written, which appertains not to us Chriſtians. We 
are above it. —Are you {o? Your Reaſon for theſe 
lofty Apprehenſions? Why, „ St. Fobn affirms, 
& FWhoſecver is born of GOD, ſinneth not.” 

True; he ſinneth not habitually. It is not his 
cuſtomary Practice. Thus the Paſlage is explained 
by another Apoſtle; Sin, though it may make In- 
ſurrection, does not reign in his mortal Body. Though 
it may aſſault him, yet it has not Dominion over him. — 

Again; He /inneth not, is the ſame Way of ſpeak- 
ing, and to be underſtood with the ſame Limitation, 
as that Text in Fob, HE giveth not Account of any 
of his Matters, How, Sir, would you interpret theſe 
Words? It is undeniably certain, that ſometimes 
GOD giveth Account of his Matters. He gave it 
to Abraham, when Sod: and Gomorrah, and the 
Cities about them, were to be deſtroyed with Brim- 
ſtone and Fire from Heaven. You would therefore, 
I preſume, in ſome ſuch qualified Senſe expound the 
Paſſage; He giveth not Account; it is not his uſual 
& Way. Not a cuſtomary Procedure with the ſu- 
te preme Diſpoſer of Things. He generally re- 
« quireth his Creatures to tranſact with Him upon 
Truſt, To give themſelves up, with an implicit 
& Reſignation, to the Veracity of his Word, and 
e the Good-Pleaſure of his Will.” — The Harmony 
of Scripture, and the Neceſſity of the Caſe, call upon 
you to give the ſame Lxpoſition of the Text before 
us. 

I ſaid, the Neceſſity of the Caſe. For, you will 
pleale to obſerve; the Thing affirmed, is affirmed in 

ſuch 
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ſuch a Manner, that it muſt be applied to every in- 
dividual Chriſtian, and at the very Inſtant of his 
commencing à true Chriſtian. The Apoſtle ſays 
not, a Saint of the firſt Rank, but wheoever. He 
ſavs not, After ſuch a one has been, for a conſide- 
rable Time, born of GOD ; but whoſoever is born, 
is but juſt entered upon the defirable State, ſiuneth 
not. The Character belongs to the very weakeſt 
Believer, The Deſcription is ſuited even to Babes 
in CHRIST. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that it im- 
plies an entire Freedom from Sin, Infirmity, and 
Defect; is to ſuppoſe, that all the Children of the 
Regeneration, are born in a State of Manhood ; or 
rather, are more than Men, even while they are In- 
fants of a Day, 

Our Senſe of the Paſſage is free from this Impro- 
priety, yet gives no Countenance to Immorality.. 
F/hoſeever is born ef GOD ſinneth not. He does not, 
be cannot ſin, like.the Devil, or one actuated by the 
diabolical Nature. This Interpretation is rendered 
probable, by the Apoſtle's Antitheſis; He that come 
mitteth Sin is of the Devil. It is rendered neceſſary, 
by the preceding Remark, and by the Experience of 
Chriſtians.— The text, thus interpreted, is appli- 
cable to the Babe in CHRIST, as well as to the 
Adult. Though either of them may fall, through 
the Violence or Surpriſe of Temptation, yet neither 
of them can live and die in allowed Iniquity, whe- 
ther of Omiſhon or Commiſion. I key cannot 
have a ſettled Love to any known Sin, nor can the 
commit it with the full Conſent of their WWIill. 

Solomon, when he uttered thoſe humbling Words *, 
had his Eye upon what you ſomewhere 
* inconceivable Purity and Spirituality of the ſa- 
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& cred Precepts.” Upon that univerſal Obedience 
which they require, in every the minuteſt Inſtance, 
That we do nothing, great, or ſmall, which they 
forbid. Leave nothing undone, in Heart or Life, 
which they enjoin.— That we do all this, in the 
moſt perfect Degree. Not only ſerving the LORD, 
but ſerving Him with all our Strength, Not only 
loving our Neighbour, but loving him as our own 
Soul. Ever exerciſing the utmoſt Regularity of Af- 
fection and Deſire ; ever maintaining the utmoſt Rec- 
titude of Temper and T hought.—If you alfo, Sir, 
had your Eye fixed upon the ſame Law, as it deli- 
neates and demands this “ inconceivable Purity and 
« Spirituality ;” you would not ſeruple to acquieſce 
in the wiſe Man's Confeſſion, nor think much to 
adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it 
calculated, not only for the Moſaic Ara, and the 
Meridian of Judea, but for all Times and all Places; 
till thoſe new Heavens, and that new Earth appear, 
wherein dwelleth conſummate Righteouſneſs, 

In many Things we offend all. That St. James 
“ does not ſpeak this of himſelf, or. real Chriſtians, 
« will clearly appear to all, who impartially conſi- 
& der the Context. —I wiſh, Sir, you had made this 
appear to o; even to him, whom you honour with 
this Addreſs. Then I ſhould not have been obliged 
to aſk; Of whom ſpeaketh the Apoſtle ?—He ſays, 
My Brethren. Does not this imply true Believers, 
and real Chrittians?—He ſays, Ve Teachers *. Does 
not this comprehend himſelf, and deſcribe his Of- 
fice !—He adds, Le all. If he himfelf, and real 
Chriſtians, are not included in this moſt compre- 
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henſive Clauſe; I would defire to know, in what 
Terms they could poſſibly be compriſed. 

According to this Interpretation, the Arguing is 
juſt, and the Concluſion forcible, As though he 
had ſaid, “ My dear Brethren; though you are 
ce truly converted to Chriſtianity, yet do not unad- 
&« viſedly engage in the arduous and awful Work of 
ce the Miniſtry, Remembering, that we Miniſters 
& of the Goſpel, ſhall be ſubject to a ſtricter Judg- 
e ment *, than Chriſtians in ordinary Life; and if, 
c upon Trial, we are found faithleſs, ſhall receive a 
© heavier Condemnation +,—T he Danger, let me 
de add, is very conſiderable. Becauſe, ſuch is the 
« Frailty of our mortal State, that the very beſt 
6 among us, and thoſe converſant in ſacred Things, 
cannot always walk uprightly ; but, in many In- 
& ftances, we trip, we ſtumble, we offend.” 

\ hereas, if neither the Apoſtle himſelf, nor real 
Chriſtians, be meant; I can ſee no Propriety, nor 
Force in the Reaſoning. Nay; I can ſee no Rea- 
ſoning at all; though the illative Particle er evi- 
dently requires it, Nothing but a moſt infipid and 
frivolous Aſſertion. © For, in many Things, we 
& that are not real Chriſtians, offend,” Is this a 
Diſcovery, worthy of Apoſtolical Wiſdom ? Is this 
all, that the inſpired St. Yames meant to declare? 
You and I could have told him and his People a great 
deal more. Whoſoever is not a real Chriſtian 
offends, not in many Things only, but in every 
Thing. To ſuch a one nothing is pure. His Mind 
and Conſcience are defiled. His whole Life is Sin. 
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taken in both theſe Significations, 
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We have examined this Objection, as it ſtands in 
itſelf. Let us now take a View of it, as it may ap- 
pear in its Conſequences.—1n many Things we offend 
all. The Apoſtle ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of 
« real Chriſtians.” What fine Work would our 
Adverſaries make with the Scriptures, if we ſhould 
allow them Mr. Veſley's Liberty of Interpretation! 
Tell a Piagian, that all Mankind is depraved. Prove 
the univerſal Depravity, by that abaſing Text; A 
we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray, How eaſily may he 
reply; A we, does not mean all Mankind. The 
Prophet ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of virtuous Per- 
ſons. But only of profane People, and Men of the 
baſer Sort. — Fell an Arian, that our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the 
glorious Truth, by that moſt cogent Text; In HIM 
dwells all the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD, The 
Heretic has nothing more to do, than, in Mr. Ve 
ley's Manner, to anſwer; Al Funes does not mean 
all the divine Perfections, but only ſome Pittance or 
Portion of them —Dear Sir, whenever you are diſ- 
poſed to criticiſe again, let me beſeech you to con- 
ſider a little, the Impcert of Language, and the Con- 
ſequences of Things. 

Had the Words been, In many Things we offend, 
you might, by diſregarding the Context, have bor- 
rowed ſome flight {ſeeming Countenance for your 
Criticiſm from Verſe the ninth. Where the Apoſtle 
is ſuppoſed to perſonate the Wicked, 7herewtth curſe 
we Man. But in the Place under Conſideration, he 
enlarges the Sentiment, and ſtrengthens the Lan- 
guage. Though free from that particular Crime, 
he was not free from this general Charge. Here 
therefore. he ſparcs not himſelf. He takes Shame 
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to himſelf. And teaches the moſt upright of the 


human Race, to plead guilty before their Judge. 


We the Servants of GOD; we the Ambaſiadors of 
CHRIST; we all not one excepted—in many 


Things offend, —Where then could they, and O! 
= where can 5% and J, look for our Perfection; but 


only in our divinely gracious SURE TY, B&IDE- 


” GROOM, HEAD ? There let us ſeck it, where 


* ſome excellent Lines (whoſe Author you may pro- 


* 
» 
— 
7 


bably know) have taught us to find it. 


Noto let me climb Pes fection's Height, 
And into nothing fall ; | 

Be leſs than nothing in thy Sight, 
Ihile CHRIST iõ all in all. 


In the Paragraph which begins, O Children of 
&* Adam,” you don't diſtinguiſh what the Law is 
made to ſpeak, according to a new Scheme of Divi- 
nity; and what it really does ſpeak to true Believers, 
on the Principles of the Goſpel, Give me Leave, 
to rectify your Miſtakes; and to point out the Man- 
ner, in which you ſhould have expreſſed yourſelf, 

To rectiſy your AMiftakes—=You ſuppoſe the Law, 
upon Aſpaſio's Plan, ſpeaking to this Effect. O 
& Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
love the LORD your GOD with all your Heart.” 
Indeed you are. The Obligation remains, and is 
unalterable. But it has been fully ſatisfied, as the 
Condition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer's 
glorious SURETY, —< Once I inſiſted on abſolute 
« Purity of Heart. Now can diſpenſe with ſome 
* Degrees of Evil Deſire.“ No ſuch Thing. Every 


K-32 Degree 


* Ne ſeipfes guidem excipiunt Apoſtoli, BEN GEL. in loc. 
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Degree of evil Deſire I condemn with inexorable Ri. 
gour. But every ſuch Offence has been thus con- 
demned, and thus puniſhed, in the Fleſh of your | 
crucified LORD.—< Since CHRIST has fulfil. 
ce Jed the Law for you, you need not fulfi! 
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the fuß! 
fication of your Perſons, or to obtain eternal Life 
and Glory. This, to you the greateſt of Impoſſibi- 
lities, has been performed in your Behalf, by a Mi. 
DIAT OR anda REDEEMER, to whom no. 
thing is impoſſible, —* I will connive at, yea, ac 
« commodate my Demands to your Weaknels. 
Not this, but what is much better. I fee no ſinful 
Weakneſſes in you. Becauſe, they are all covered x. 
with the reſplendent Robe of your SAVIOUR's #8 
Righteouſneſs, "Therefore, I no longer © ule, bu: 
bleſs you, and ſign your Title to ever}: fling Happi- 
neſs.— I hus the F.nmity of our Nature is lain 
Thus. the Precepts, even the ſtricteſt Precepts, be- 
come amiable and deſirable. We love tlie Law, 
which, through our dear REDEENMER, is no 
longer againſt us, but on our Side, Is a Mciicnoer 
of Peace, and bears Witneſs to our Completenc!s in 
CHRIST. 

The Manner, in which you ſhould have ext red your- 
felf—This is what the Law ipeaks, according to H : 
paſios Doctrine. O Believers in CAZRIST, I 


e ans 


-- 02 


* P/al. xxxii. 1. Bleſſed is Le, 0e Iniguities are 
covered, Upon this Text St. Jerom very ing e. i 
and very comfortably deſcants; Sud tegitur, non Vide - 
tur; quod non videtur, non impulatur; puad non imputc- 
rur, non punietur. That which is con ered, is not een; 
that which is not ſeen, is not imputed; that which is 
not imputed, ſhall not be puniſhed, 
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& am, like my divine Author, conſummate and un- 
cc changeable. I did require, I do require, and 
cc ever ſhall require, perfect Love to GO; per- 
« fect Charity to your Neighbour; and perfect Ho- 
& lineſs, both in Heart and Life. Never abating 
c one Tittle of theſe my Requirements, 1 ſhall de- 
& nounce the Curſe upon every Diſobedience; upon 
ce the leaſt Departure from abſolute Perfection.— 
« But this is your Comfort, Bclievers ; that the 
4 Curſe is executed upon your moſt holy SURETY. 


& This is your Comfort, Believers; that my Pre- 


6. cepts have been fully obeyed by FESUS your 


* SAVIOUR. As this was done, in your Nature, 
& and in your Stead, I am ſatisſied, and you are 
& juſtified. - Now, though I can never diſpenſe with 
“ any Fault, nor connive at any Inſirmity; yet L 
„ behold all your Faults laid upon IMIMAN CEL, 
J behold all his Righteonſnels put upon you. 
And on his Account, I acquit you ; I accept you 
and pronounce you righteous *.“ 

This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful, 
as they are in CHRIST JESUS. This is the 
Spirit of paſis's Converſation with his Friend The- 
ron. The native Tendency of this Doctrine, and its 


K 4 powerful 


( 


cc 


* I think, it is no Miſrepreſentation, to ſuppoſe the 
Law ſpeaking, in this Manner, to the Believers.—Be— 
cauſe, to them ail Things are become new. Conſequently, 
the Voice of the Law is new.—Becauſe, all Things are 
theirs, If fo, the Sentence of the Law is theirs. Not to 
overwhelm them with Confuſton, but to make them joy- 
ful through Hope, —Becaule, this is the Language of the 
almighty LAWGIVER, to the Redeemed of the LORD 
JESUS; and ſurely the Law will not jar, but harmonize 
with its Author, ſaying ; How foall I curſe whom GOD 


hath not curſed ? Or how ſhall J defy, whom the LORD 
bath not defied ? 


— 
L N 2 I - - 
5 2 2 
* — — —— — — 
—— ——ä— — - ”.- * - 4 
; — - — 
* — — = I _ ———— 
0 — — 13 — — * — 


— 5 - 
— ʒꝓLu) 


= SEES = 
— — — . 
AKRRR_qA_AC=nNSova wer. 
— — _— — 


—T—— 
— 


— — 
— 4 


— — — 
— —_— — 
— — 6 
— —ẽ'ẽ— 


— — — — — 
— — — 


- — 
— 


2 


RI 
"WATT 
= 
—ſ 


= _— 
= = Fc. 
= > — — 
—s — — - — — - 
— ————— 2K» —„½ T — — — 
e — —T— — ax 
- _ — — — 


. 
22 


= * - — 
nt — 
- — — 
- —— — Oo o--_ tz, <——_— —— — 


136 LETTERS TO THE LET, 7, 


powerful Agency in producing true Holineſs, are 
profeſſedly diſplayed in the tenth Letter; and not ob- 
ſcurely hinted, in various ether Places. If you can 
prove, that it has a contrary I endency ; you will 
prove, that the Grace of G OD does no longer teach 
us to deny, but prompt us to commit Ungodlineſs, An 
Attempt, in which, with all my Eſteem for your 
Perſon, and Deference to your Abilities, cannot 
wiſh you GOD ſpeed. 

Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD ever mean 
% (as you affirm) the Merits of CHRIST?“ 
Where do I affirm this, Sir? Be pleaſed to produce 
the Paſſage. At leaſt refer us to the Page. —Aſpaſes, 
in the Place which offends you, ſpeaks of what 
CHRIST has done and ſuffered; of his active and 
paſſive Obedience. Theſe Expreſſions you change 
into“ The Merits of CHRIST.“ Which, being 
an ambiguous Phraſe, may ſerve to perplex the 
Cauſe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. Give me 
Leave, therefore, to reſtore Ap s Words, and to 
ſtate the Queſtion fairly. 

& Does the Righteouſneſs of G OD ever fignity 
ce the active and paſſive Obedience of CHRIST?“ 
To this Mr. Hey replies, „I believe not once in 
36 all the Scripture.” — Why then, Sir, do you not 
diſprove, what has has advanced, in Support of 
this Interpretation! J Nu believe one Thing: He be- 
lieves another. And there is this /iztle Difference, 
in the Ground you reſpectively go upon, He appeals 
to Argument, and Scripture. You reſt the whole 
Matter, upon this ſingle Bottom, © 1 believe ſo.” 

You proceed“ It (that is the Righteouineſs of 
« GOD) often means, and particularly in the 
« Epiſtle to the Romans, GOD" s Method of juiti- 
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WT « ging Sinners.” —Suppoſe, I ſhould ſay, in my 


Turn; This Phraſe never means, no, not in the 


” Epiſtle to the Romans, GOD's Method of juſtifying 


Sinners, I ſhould then argue in your own Way. 


Bring a Shield, ſuited to your Sword. Juſt as good 


an Argument to defend, as you have brought to de- 


a ſtroy my Opinion. What would the judicious Rea- 
der ſay, on ſuch an Occaſion? Would he not ſmile, 
and cry; * A goodly Pair of Diſputants truly!“ 


But let me aſk; Does the Holineſs of GOD ſig- 


nify his Method of ſanctifying Sinners? Does the 


Wiſdom of GOD ſignify his Method of making 
Sinners wiſe? This no Mortal has ſuſpected. This 
you yourſelf will hardly venture to aſſert. Why 
then ſhould we take your Word, when, without 
aſſigning the leaſt Reaſon, you diCtate and declare 
6 The Righteouſneſs of GOD means his Method of 
& juſtifying Sinners?“ — You muſt pardon us, Sir, 
if we prefer St. Peter's Judgment. His Judgment, 
in that memorable Paſſage; Ihe have obtained lhe 


precious Faith in the Rizhteouſneſs of our GOD, even of 


our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. This Sen- 
tence is a Key to all thoſe Texts in the New Teſta- 
ment, and many of thoſe in the Old, which men- 
tion the Righteouſneſs of GOD. Here, it neceſſa- 
rily ſignifies the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; be- 
cauſe, none elſe is our GOD and SAVIOUR, 
Here, it confeſſedly ſignifies the Object of juſtifying 
Faith, Which cannot be, the eſſential Righteouſ- 
neſs of an abſolute GOD, but muſt be the vicarious 
Righteouſneſs of an incarnate GOD. And why 
ſhould you ſcruple to call the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, the Righteouſneſs of GOD ? Since his 
Blood is called, the Blood of GOD. His Life, 
by which 
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which he laid down for us, is called the Life of 
GOD. And he himſelf, as the Author of our 
Salvation, is called 7E JOY AH (or GOD ſelf. 
exiſtent and everlaſting) our ee 

It is poſſible, you may produce ſome Commenta- 
tors of Eminence, who coincide or have led tbe 
Way, in this your Interpretation. But may we not 
aſk them, as well as yourſelf, on what A uthority 
they proceed f—lIs this the plain and natural. Signifi- 
cation of the Words? No, but an apparent Force 
upon their natural Import. — Does this tend to fix 
and ajcertain tae Senſe of the Paſſoge? No; but it 
gives tne Patiave ſuch a rambling Turn, as will ac- 
commadate itſelf to the Sertiments of Arians or So- 
cinians, Arminians or Papiſts.—Is this reconcileable 
with the Tenour of er- ins bath made HA. 


10 bc FS; 1 for (: 75 205 ** 20 "TW Hg Y; Ty th, at TW 4 ng | be mad 


”> 7 


fe &gbleonfiicſs of God in Him, Make a Trial of 
YOur Interpretation upon tuis diſtinguiſhed Text. 


' — 

, ' ' \ © A q >, "4 RT. A CC ak | 
"5 148 5 $ 114 Mage 2 V. 114 IE Nn 101 1 De. 85 Gr the 
Aa 6 1 b. Loh 
= - * _ * F< 0 , % by k 3 * N17 * \ Y 1 — 
#\ 1 00 " { 7 # "4 *4 4 nal V. % m 1 * bo 1:4 UC me 
Td a 4 yy T 1 £ 5 7 7 1 « & - . V - ; | A £* * v n ? 15 
FLY I is, 15 SF P p, 3 Ciloih 29 4 HIS. WE THY DNL 

9 
* * * 14 x o 33 
G — : I | " 1 i DE TT” 
De 4 _ * 3 ' f/ w % 100 0 til 11 * Une 30 
— * 


_ „ * . : © 1 
\ * v1 v1/ 1 Y . % _ — 1 * * p a5 *% * * * * — * „ 
Can 0 a 6 aten. * 1 4 U . {1 i 4 11441781 tial evi n', 
— - - . 


* £ iT I Wit 1. 1 Htkerpretrat 815 Ul lacred WVrit? 
CCC 1 1 | 
oe muen more noob z nid HOW much more 

1.4 5 * 1 1 1 
cCornmortabicy is tne £:1y and obvious Senſe 25 which 

ID \v ords, in A 01 D il '(1{1] CI 5 2 [TO d * He 

e gs 2 > FH E | 7 card Cicc. 

made 4 NR 15 £s WAND Was PEeriectiy \f Se from Sin, 

— 41. 0 O Y'1 A. L : 1  ,* 3 Pa > [7 } ES 12 73 3 

bots in Heart and Lie; GOD made Him to be 

= 3 = WORE 2 r 

din, juitly chargeable with it, and juſtly puniſhable 

tor it. That we, who are full of Sin, both original 

5 3 = 


and actual, might be made ri2hteous=and not barely 
_— n 4 k + + / 5 ' - — 2 * % — Py * 4 
rightcous, but (Which is a much ſtronger Expreſ- 


lion) 


LET. 7. REV. MR. WESLEY, 129 


ſion) Righteouſneſs ite —yea, that we might be made, 
what exceeds all Parallel, and paſſes all Under ſtand- 
ing, the Righteouſneſs GOD * Might have that 
very Righteouſneſs for our Juſtihcation, which the 
GOD of all Perfection, uniting Himſelf to our Na- 
ture, wrought, finiſhed, and infinitely enobled. 
Mr. Samucl Clarke, in his Annotations on this 
Verſe, on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. Writes in the 
ſame vague and unſatisfactory Manner as yourſelf, 
I could mention another celebrated Commentator, 
who leans to this timid and trimming Scheme, —f[ 
peak thus frecly, becauſe I look upon the Article of 
Juſtification through the Righteoulſne® of our GOD 
and SAVIOUR, to be he ome diſtinguiſhing 
Glory of Chriſtianity, Becauſe, 1 conſider it as the 
richeſt, incomparably the belt Privilege of the 


Chriſtian. To have a Righteoutrcſs —a conſummate 


R ic hteouſneſ ſs—the vel * Righteouſnel of the 
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St. Chry/oſtorm expounds the important Paſſage, in 
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Bleffing ! This fills the Believer's Heart, with inex- 
preſſible Comfort and Joy. This diſplays the Grace 
of GOD, in the moſt charming and tranſporting 
Light. This conſtitutes the moſt engaging Motive 
to Love, to Holinels, and to all willing Obedience, 

Let us not then treat of it, in ſuch diluting Terms, 
or in ſuch a compromizing Strain, as ſhall defeat the Et- 
ficacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the pre- 
cious Dep:/itum to the Enemies of the Goſpel. Let 
us rather, by a clear and full Aanifeſtatian of the 
Truth, of this capital and leading Truth eſpecially, 
commend ourſelves to every Man's Conſcience, I heir 
Humour may diſlike it, their Prejudice may reject it; 
but their Conſcience, whenever it awakes, and gains 
the Alcendant, will embrace it; will cleave to it; 
and rejoice in it. 

But ftay, Let me proceed cautiouſly, Not tri- 
umph immaturely. You rally your Forces, and pre- 
pare for a freth Attack. Aſpaſio tells his Friend; 
That the Righteouſneſs of G OD, ſigniſies a Righ- 
teouſneſs of the moſt ſuper- eminent Dignity. Such 
as 1s worthy to be called by his Name, and may 
juſtly challenge his Acceptance. To this you reply, 
« cannot allow it at all.”—4þaf9 ſupports his 
Opinion by Scripture, by Reaſon, and by a very 
reſpectable Authority. All which Mr. LT would 
confront and overthrow, by that one irrefragable 
Proof, © | cannot allow it at all.“ —Surely, ſaid I 
upon reading ſuch controverſial Triflings, delivered 
with the Air of Oracular Reſponſes ; ſurely this Let- 
ter muſt have ſtolen its Way into the World. It 
was deſigned as a Preſervative for Mr. Heſſey's pri- 
vate Societies only, It could never be intended for 


public View, and general Examination. Since every 


Reader 
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Reader is treated, not as his Judge, no, nor as his 
Equal, but as his Pupil. Not as one, that is to be 
addreſſed with Argument, and convinced by Reaſon- 
ing, but as a tame Diſciple, that is to acquieſce in 
the great Preceptor's ſolemn © sAy $0." 

To your next Paragraph I have no material Ob- 
jection. I might indeed complain of an unfair Quo- 
tation. But 1 ſhall only obſerve, that you would 
diſcard the Expreſſion, [mmputation of Rightea::ſneſs, 
and inſert in its Stead, Inter in CARIST, You 
had not always, Sir, ſuch an Averſion to the Phraſe 
imputed. Witneſs that Stanza in one of your 


Hymns, 


Let Faith and Love combine 
To guard your valiant Breaſ?, 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and Iimpreſt. 


However, in this Place I am willing to gratify you, 
Becauſe, it will be difficult to ſhew, how a Sinner 
can have a real Intereſt in CHRIST, in what he 
has done and what he has ſuffered, any other Way, 
than by Imputation. I am willing to gratify you, 
provided you do not entertain that ſtrange Conceit, 
of an incomplete Intereſt, or an Intereſt in Half the 
REDEEMER. Eut look upon the Holineſs of 
his Nature, the Obedience of his Life, and the 
Atonement of his Death, as the one undivided inef- 
fable Treaſure, in which every believing Sinner is 
intereſted, As that which is the all ſufficient Cauſe 
of his Juſtihcation ; rendering acceptable, frſt his 
Perſon, then his Performances; and, at the laſt, in- 
troducing him, with Dignity and Triumph, into 
everlaſting Habitations. 
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Here I lay down my Pen; unleſs you will permit 
me to relate a little Piece of Hiſtory, not foreign to 
your laſt Sentiment.—A certain General, happened 
to obſerve a common Soldier diſtinguiſhing himſelf, 
on the Day of Battle, with uncommon Activity and 
Courage. Determined to reward Merit, wherever 
it was found, he advanced the brave Plebeian to a 
Captain's Poſt, Who had not long enjoyed the 
Honour, before he came to his Dees ar, and, 
with a dejected Countenance, begged Leave to re- 
ſign his Commiſſion. The General, ſurpriſed a5 
ſuch an unexpected Requeſt, aſked him the Reaſon. 
Your Officers, ſaid the Petitioner, being Gentlemen 

of Family and 1 think it beneath them to 
aſibciate or converſe with a Ruſtic. So that, now. 
I am abandoned on every Side; and am leſs happy, 
ſince my Preferment, than I was before this Inſtance 


of your Highneſs's Favour.— Is this the Cauſe of 


your Uneaſineſs? replied the General. Then it 
ſhall be redreſſed, and very ſpeedily. To Morrow L 
review the Army, and To-Morrow your Bufinets 
ſhall be done. —Accordingly, when the Troops were 


drawn up; and expected, every Moment, to begin 


v3 % wy * 
their Exercit i, the General calls the young Hero 
from the Ranks; leans his Hand upon his Shoulder; 


and, in 5 Kin miliar endearing Foſture, walks with 
him through all the Lines. F. he Stratagem had its 
de tired Eftea. After ſuch a ſional and p 


|. 1 i» » 1 „ PY * 4 > > 2 
of his Viince's Regard, the Cilicers were deſirous of 


his A eee and courted, rather than ſhunned 
his Company. 
And will not the Favour of the blol 
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d FESUS, 
give us as great a DiſtinQion, and as high a Recom- 
mendation, in the heavenly World? Will not the 
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Angelic Hoſts reſpect and honour thoſe Perſons, 
who appear waſhed in his Blood; cloathed with his 
Righteouſnels ; and wearing the molt illuſtrious 
Tokens of his Love, that he himſelf could poilibly 
give? —In theſe Tokens of his Love may we and 
our Readers be found! Then {hall we meet one 2no- 
ther with Courage and Comfort, at the great Pri- 
_ with Ronde and Joy, amidſt the Angels ths 
Light with everlaſting Exultation and Rap pure, 
wad the Throne of the LAMB. 

Under ſuch pleaſing Hopes I take my Leave at 
preſent, and remain your, Tc. 
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different Bleſſings. That afflicted Patient, men- 
tioned in the Goſpel, had, at the ſame Inſtant, his 
Ears opened and the String of his Tongue looſed. 
Were theſe Effects, therefore, one and the ſame 
Kind of Healing ?—Beſfides; why are Forgiveneſs 
and Sonſhip united in the divine Donation ? Becauſe, 
the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience of a 
Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER. 
So that we muſt ſtill have our Eye, our believing and 
adoring Eye, upon the meritorious Righteouſnels of 
our LORD. 

“ Pardon and Acceptance, though, Oc.“ Here 
I ſee nothing but the crambe repetita.—“ The Words 
« of Job, &c.” Here I ſee nothing but the uſual 
Argument, our Maſter's ipſe dixit, Therefore we 
will paſs on to the next Period, 

Two Texts of Scripture are produced. You ſet 
aſide Aſpa/io's Interpretation, to make Way for one 
of your own, Which might have paſſed without 
Suſpicion, if it had appeared in your Sermons, or 
been delivered from your Pulpit. Where a Perſon 
may be content with the general Senſe, without en- 
tering upon a critical Nicety, But, by. rejecting 
Aſpaſio's Expoſition, you ſeem to intend a peculiar 
Degree of Accuracy. Let us then examine the Paſ- 
ſages, with ſuch a View.—Grace reigneth through 
Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life ; * that is, the free 
Love of GOD, brings us, through Juſtification 
« and Sanctification, to Glory.” 

In this, I queſtion, Sir, whether you are exactly 
orthodox. You lead the Reader to ſuppoſe, that 
Sanctification is as much the Cauſe of Glory as Juſti- 
fication. That CHRIST's Work, and our Graces, 
have juſt the ſame Weight; act in the very ſame 
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Capacity; have, at leaſt, a joint Influence, in pro- 
curing eternal Life. Vou ſhould rather have ex- 
preſſed yourſelf in ſome ſuch Manner; “ he free 
« Grace of G0 D brings us, through the joyful 
cc Privilege of Juſtification, firſt to Sanctification, 
c or the Love of his blciied Self; then to Glory, or 
te the Enjoyment of his bleſſed Self.” 

Beſides ; you negleR che Significancy of that heau- 
tiful and emphatical Word, reigneth. On this much 
Streſs ought to be laid in reading the Sentence; 
therefore, it ought not to be totally vver-looked in 
explaining the Sentence, Grace is dfjcrvered In 
other Inſtances. Grace is eric in ver Bleſſings, 
But by giving us eternal Life; by giving it freely, 
even when we are utdeſervirg guilty Creatures 
this ever amiable Attribute rezgneth. It is manifeſted 
with every grand and charming Recommendation. 
It appears, like the illuſtrious Sclomon, when ſeated 
on his inimitably ſplendid Throne of Ivory and 
Gold, or like the magnificent Abaſnerus, when he 
ſhewed the Riches of his glorious Kingdom, and the Ho- 
nour of his excellent Maj ty. 

Another Particular | cannot perſuade myſelf to 
admire. You change the Word Righteoy neſs into 
Tuſtification, Inſtead of ſaying, << Brings us through 
& Righteouſneſs ;* you ſay, © Brings us through 
&« Juſtification.” By this Language, you ſcarce 
diſtinguiſh yourſelf from any Heretic, You may 
rank with the Arian, or with the SeCtariſt of any 
Denomination. They will, every one, allow the 
Neceſſity of Juſtification, in order to final Felicity. 
But not the Neceſſity of a Righteouſneſs adequate to 
the Demands of the Law, as a Foundation for this 
bleſſed Hope.—You do juſt the ſame Injury to 
L CHRIST 
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CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, which obtain 
this inconceivable Recompence of Reward ; as you 
would receive from a Meſſenger, who carries a rich 
Preſent to your Friend, but will not acknowledge 
trom whom it comes, It comes, he confeſſes, from 
ſome Man; but obſtinately refuſes to ſay from Mr, 
John Weſley. Whereas, Aſpaſio ſcruples not to own, 
nay, rejoices to declare, from whence the invaluable 
Benefit of Juſtification proceeds, Not from Works 
of the Law; no, nor from Works of the SPIRIT); 
from nothing done by us, from nothing wrought in 
us; but wholly from the Blood and Obedience of 
JESUS CHRIST. 

The next Paſſage, on which you deſcant, is; 
That they may receive Forgiveneſs and a Lot among th: 
San#tified, Thus, you tranſlate the Original. A, 
paſio, not affecting needleſs Novelty, is content with 
the common Verſion. That they may receive Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, and Inheritance among all them that ar: 
ſanctiſfed, by Faith that is in ME. Why do you 
omit the Word Sins? Forgiveneſs, I own implies 
it, But the Apoſtle chuſes to expreſs it. By which 
means, the Sentence becomes more full and empha- 
tical, Grace is more highly honoured, and Man 
more deeply abaſed, —I wonder alſo, why you ſhould 
prefer Lot to Inheritance, which is the uſual Tranſla- 
tion. The latter Word conveys a much more noble 
and pleaſing Idea to the Engliſb Reader, than the 
former. Receive Forgiveneſs of Sins e not earn it (let 
us mark this) by performing Conditions, but receive 
it, as an abſolute Gift, Juſt as Foſeph's Brethren 
received the Portions, ſent them from the Viceroy 
of Egypt's Table. Receive an Inheritance ; conſiſting 
of all ſpiritual Bleſſings here, and a Title to everlaſt - 
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in ing Bleſſedneſs hereafter. All which are beſtowed Y 
Ju as freely, as the ſeveral Portions of land in Canaan „ 
ch 1 were, by Miſes and 7oſhua conſigned over to the 0 
ge Tribes of Jrael for a Poſſeſſion.— Among thoſe that 8 
n are ſanctiſed. If you ſhould enquire, how dinners . 
. are ſanctified? The Anſwer is added; By Faith which 10 
l, is in ME. Not for Faith, as your conditional 1 
2 Scheme ſuppoſes; but by Faith. By accepting the 1 
8 * Bleſſings mentioned; by looking upon them as our We 
oon; through the divine Gift; and by living in the 9 
delightful Enjoyment of them. Thus our Hearts are "I 


won to GOD, and filled with his Love. Thus 
> they are weaned trom Vanity, and renewed in true 
> Holineſs. 
| Is the Satisfaction made by CHRIST's Death, 
ſufficient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our 1 
final Happineſs? Aſpajio has anſwered this Queſtion 
in the Negative, He has confirmed his Opinion, by 
the Authority of Scripture, and the Teſtimony of 
Reaſon. Mr. Veſſey thinks it enough to reply; 
« Unqueſtionably it is ſufficient, and neither of the 
Texts you cite prove the contrary,” How eaſy, 
by this Way of arguing, to overthrow any Syſtem, 
and filence Demonſtration itſelf !—But pray, Sir, be 
F pleaſed to recollect yourſelf. Did you not, a little 
while ago, extol Apaſio as “ unqueſtionably right,” 
| becauſe he made the univerſal Obedience of CHRIST, 
| from his Birth to his Death, the one Foundation ot 
his Hope !—Yet here you condemn him, as © un- 
% queſtionably wrong,” becauſe he, does not attri- 
bute all to CARIST's Death exciuſively. Will 
Mr. Weſley never have done with Self-Contradic- 
tion? Why will he give me ſuch repeated Cauſe to 
complain! — Quo teneam vultus, &c, 
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If it was requiſite for Chriſt to be baptized, argues 
Aſpaſio, much more to fulfil the moral Law.— | 
% cannot prove, replies Mr. J7/ey, that either one 
ce or the other was requilite, in order to his purchaſ. 
ing Redemption for us.” Why then do you admit 
his Obedience to the moral Law, as an eſſential Part 
of the Foundation of your Hope? A tottering Foun. 
dation methinks, which is laid in a Doctrine you 
cannot prove, 

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove 
it for you? You are not called to prove this Point, 
Sir, but only to difprove, what A pa%ũ has ad- 
vanced, in Confirmation of it, —T hat it was requi- 
fite for our LORD to be baptized, He himſelf ac- 
knowledges. Speaking of that ſacred Rite, he ſays, 
Thus it becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, It be— 
cometh ; was it not requiſite for CHRIST, always 
to act the becoming Part? In every Circumſtance to 
demean himſelf, according to the utmoſt Decorum 
and higheſt Dignity of Character? —“ This was 
« not requiſite to purchaſe Redemption for us.” 
For what then was it requiſite? Not to waſh away 
any Stain from the holy FESUS, Not to obtain 
any Bleſſedneſs for the SON of the HIGHEST, 
Since, as the SON of the eternal GOD, He had 
an undoubted Right to all the Bleſſings of Heaven 
and Earth, of Time and Eternity. 

« But it was not requiſite, that He ſhould fulfil 
the moral Law.” No! Do you then eſtabliſh the 
Law? Are not you the Autinomian, Who would 
have finful Man faved, yet the divine Law not ful- 
filled, either by them or their SURETY? This 
is a ſtrange Way of magnifying the great Standard 
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of all Righteouſneſs, Rather, it is the ſure Way of 
diſhonouring and debaſing it, — What fays our 
LORD? I came, not to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil “*. 
Did this ſignify, as ſome expoſitory Refiners ſuggeſt, 
only to vindicate and illuſtrate, the Law; to explain 
its higheſt Meaning, and reſcue it from the falſe 
Gloſſes of the Scribes ; the Buſineſs might have been 
done by the Prophets and Apoſtles. No Occaſion 
for the KING of Heaven to appear in Perſon. His 
Ambaſſadors might have tranſacted the whole Affair 
of Vindication and Explanation. But to fulfil every 
Jot and Tittle, preſcribed in its Commands; to ſuf- 
fer all the Vengeance and the whole Curſe, de- 
nounced in its Penalty; this was a Work worthy of 
the SON of G OD—pratticable by none, but the 
SON of GOD—and, being executed by HIM, 
is truly meritorious of Pardon and Lite for poor Sin- 
ners; of their Reſtoration to the divine Favour, and 
of their Admiſſion into the heavenly Kingdom. 

L 3 The 


Matt. v. 17. Some Expoſitors would perſuade us, that 
the Word argon; ſignifies fully to explain. This Senſe [ 
am far from diſcarding; but in this Senſe 1 can by no 
means acquieſce. It neither gives us the whole, nor the 
principal Fart of our LORD's Meaning. Let us place 
the Matter in a different Light; then | believe the Scan- 
tineſs of the Interpretation, and the Impropriety of the 
Notion, will appear unto all Men. We will {uppoie an 
ungodly Perſon who has learned from Books, the ipiritual 
and extenſive Import of the divine Law. Having a ready 
Utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Does 
any Mortal ſay of this Lip-Practitioner, that he fulfils 
the Law? No ſuch Thing. A Syſtem of Precepts can 
never be fulfilled, without a due and punctual Obedience. 
'To open, to adjuſt, to enforce a Set of Injunctions, is as 
far from fulfilling them; as to give a Deſcription of a 
Battle and a Conqueſt, are different from fighting the 
Enemy, and gaining the Victory. 
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The moral Law is inviolable in its Nature, and of 
eternal Obligation. This is a Truth of great Impor. 
tance: With this is connected, and on this depends, 
the avſolute Neceſſity of a vicarious Righteouineſs, 
I am no longer ſurpriſed, that you diſpute againſt 
the latter, ſince you queſtion or deny the former. 
But conſider, what our LORD fays farther upon 
this Subject, in the fifch of St. Matthew, and the 
eighteenth Verſe, Perhaps, you will reply; “ hare 
& both co ſidered it, and expounded it, in my Ser- 
cc mons.”” You have. But in ſuch a Manner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retract Thus you expound the 
awful Text, and turn it into a Piece of unmeaning 
Tautology. © One Fot or on? Tiitle ſhall in no wiſe paſs, 
& till Heaven and Earth paſs ; or as it is expreſſed im- 
& mediately after, till all (or rather all Things) be ful- 
« filled, till the Conſummation of all I hings “.“ 
You would make ww; av mage nb» o &pay9- * n vn, 
and ses a gail yea, ſynonimous Chraſes, ex— 
preſſive of the ſame Thing. Thus ſtands the Paſ- 


ſage, interpreted according to your Criticiſm, “ Till 


„ the Conſummation of all Things, one Jot or one 
“% Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, tili the 
4 Conſummation of all Things.“ Sec! to what 
miſerable Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven, 
in order to evade the Force of a Text, which mili- 
tates ſtrongly for the meritorious Obedience of 
CHRIST. 

How much more juſt, more noble, more uſeful, 
is the common Expoſition, and the obvious Mean- 
ing? Which we may thus introduce — Theſe are the 
Terms of Life and Happinets to Man. Whoſoever 
falls ſhort, GOD himſelf pronounces accurſed. 


And 
* Sermons by Joux WesLey, Vol. II. pag. 173. 


4 
; 


To 
2 
1 \ 
'% 
* 


LET. 8. 
And will the UNCHANGEABLE go back 


from his Purpoſe; make Abatement in his Demands; 
or come to a Compoſition with his Creatures? No 
verily. He ts of one Mind, and who can turn Him x. 
It were eaſier for Heaven and Earth to paſs t, for all 
Nature to be unhinged, and the Univerſe to drop 
into Diſſolution ; than for one Jot or Tittle of this un- 
alterable Law to paſs, without a perfect Accompliſhment ＋ 
in every the minuteſt Inſtance. 

By CHRIS T's Sufferings alone the Law was 
not ſatisfied; ſays Aſpaſio. Yes, it was;“ re- 
plies Mr. Weſiey.— Then all the indefatigable and 
important Labours of his Life, all his exemplary and 
ſhining Graces, muſt be mere Superfluities. At 


L 4 | leaſt, 
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Job xxiii. 13. 

+ Ews av wagt dn 0 BeavO- K 9) 7n, A proverbial Expreſ- 
ſion, to denote the utmoſt Impoſſibility. See it explained 
Luke Xvi. 17. In this Connection, it ſignifies the abſo- 
lute Certainty of our LORD's Declaration, both as to its 
Truth and as to its Accompliihment—lf I may borrow 
the Language and the Imagery of Horace, they will not 
unfitly expreſs, what is affirmed concerning the Law, 

S. fractus illabatur orbis, 
[mmobilem ferient ruinæ. 

1 Ewe cc l ei. © The Word All, ſays Mr. 
„ ]//;/ley, does not mean all the Law, but all Things in 
«© the Univerſe.” How forced a Conſtruction ! How 
contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, and the Things 
which it comprehends, are the immediate Antecedent.— 
How much more properly and conſiſtently has Dr. Dod- 
&ridge explained the Paſſage! Ill all Things, which 
„% the Law requires, or foretells, ſhall be efefed. The 
„ 'Tranſlation here given, is molt literal, and moſt com- 
“ prehenſive. The Law has z7s Efedt, when its Sanctions 
1 are executed, as well as when its Precepts are obey- 
cd.“ Let me add; In caſe of a violated Law, then 
only it is fulfilled, or has its Effect, when both the former 
and the latter reſpective" y obtain their End, 
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leaſt, they could have no Merit, but were neceſſary 
only by Way of ſetting us an Example. 

The Prophet was 5 another Mind. The LORD 
it well pleaſed for his Righteouſn fs ſaze. By this Righ- 
teouſneſs, not barely by his Sufferings, H. will mage 
nity the Law and make it hin:urable & f he Ap. ge 
was of another Min“. GOD ſent forth his SON, 
made of a IViman, made under the Law. What? 
Only to be-r [ts Cuiſe f Only to undergo its Penal- 
ty? Not to ſulfil its preceptive Hart? Which 1s con— 
feſſedly the principal rar; in every Law; and to en- 
force which, ail Icnaities age added, —You yourſelf 
ought to be of ar other lid. For you have already 
and truly obſerved, that Faidon and Acce ptance al- 
ways go together. in the fame Moment that 
« GOD forgives we are the Sons of . D.“ And 
wherefore ? Ihe Reaſon is, becauſe the Sufferings of 
a Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, went to— 
gether in the REDEEMER. And without this 
Union, the Redemption of Man had not been 
complete. 

© he Law required only the Alternative, obey or 
te die.“ Some of your Erro's are leſs conſiderable; 
this | take to be a tift-rate Miſtake. Aecuding to 
this Suppoſition, Cain, and Judas, and alt the Dame 
ned, are righteous. Hecauſe they die; they bear the 
Curſe;. they Reer everlaſtingly; and thereby con- 

form 


Ja. xlii. 21. I am ſenſible, there are Expoſitors, 
who give a different Turn to the efo noble Words. But 1 
had rather take the Voice from Heaven for my Guide, 
than all the Expoſitors in the Word Even that Voice, 
which declared concerning CHRIST, and his Work, 
CHRIST and his Righteovineſs, in theſe { am well. plea- 
fed Which 1s one of the molt capital Saying> in the 
Bible, and a Clue to lead us into its whole Meaning. 
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form to one of the Law's Alternatives One of the 
Law's Alternatives? No, Here 1 am wrong. It is 
one of your Alternatives, The divine Law knows 
| no ſuch Thing. No Law on Earth knows any ſuch 
Thing. Sanctions and Venalties annexed to a Law, 
are never looked upon as equivalent to Obedience; 
but only as Preſervatives from Difobedience.—In all 
the Compaſs of your Reading, have you ever met 
with a Law, that makes ſuch Propoſals to its Sub- 
Jects ? « Conform to the Regulations eſtabliſhed, 
e and you ſhall enjoy my Privileges, you ſhall ſhare 
« my Honours. Or, it you chule to violate all my 
« wholctore Inſtitutions, only ſubmit to the g enalty, 
“ and you ſhall have an equal Right to the Immu- 

“ mities and Preferments.“ | 
„he Law required no Man to obey and die 
hut did it not require a T ranſgrefſor to 
obey and die? If not, then Pranſgreſſion robs the 
Law of its Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obe- 
dience.—Did it not require the SURE TY for ſinful 
Man, to obey and die? If the SURETY dies only, 
he only delivers from Puniſhment. But this affords 
no Claim to Life; no I itle to a Reward. Unleſs 
you can produce ſome ſuch Edict from the Court of 
Heaven, Suffer this, and thou ſhalt live. I find it 
written, In lceping thy Commandments there is great 
Reward, No where do I read, In undergoing thy 
Curſe, there is the ſame Reward. — Whereas, when 
we join the active and paffive Obedience of our 
LORD; the Peace ſpeaking Blood, with the Life- 
giving Righteouſnets; both made infinitely merito— 
rious, and infinitely efficacious, by the Divine Glory 
of his Perſon ; how full does our Juſtification ap- 
pear ! How firm does it ſtand! It has all that the 
Law 
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Law can demand, both for our Exemption from the 
Curſe, and for our Title to Bliſs. 

Before I take my Leave of this Topic, let me 
make one Suppoſition, for which your Way of 
thinking affords the juſter Ground. Suppoſe, our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST had yielded a perfect 
Conformity. to the Precept, without ever ſubmitting 
to the Penalty; would this have been ſufficient for 
the Juſtification of a Sinner? Here is one of your 
Alternatives performed, Upon the Foot of your 
Principles, therefore, it would, it muſt have been 
ſuLicient.—YZut this is ſo wild an Opinion, ſo con- 
trary to the whole Current of Scripture, that to pro- 
duce it, is to refute it. 

Where Scripture aſcribes the whole of our Salva- 
tion to the Death of CHRIST, a Part of his Hu- 
miliation is put for the Whole, To this Mr. H//l:y 
objects; „1 cannot allow it without Proof.” —[ 
wih you would remember the golden Rule, (of do- 
ing as you would be done by) and, ſince you inſiſt 
upon Proof from others, not be ſo ſparing of it in 
your own Cauſe: I wiſh likewiſe you would impar— 
tially conſider what Ap, has advanced, upon the 
Subject —Has he not given you the Proof you de— 
mand: No; He was obedient unto Death is no 
« Proof at all.“ - But is that the only Thing urged? 
If one Argument is inadequate, muſt all be incon— 
cluſtve? Becauſe you have routed one Detachment, 
have you therefore conquered the whole Army ? 
However Jet us fee, whether this Detachment, 
weak as you ſuppoſe it, may not be able to ſuſtain 
your Attack. 

Does not the Scripture aſcribe the whole of your 


Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? To this 
Queſtion 
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Queſtion Aſpaſs2 replies, This Part of our LORD's 


meritorious Humiliation is by a very uſual Figura 
put for the whole— lhe Death of CHRIS7 in- 
cludes not only his Sufferiags, but his Obedience— 
The ſhedding of his Blood was at once the grand In- 
ance of his Sufferings, and the finiſhing Act of his 
Obedience; in this View it 's conſidered, and thus 
it is repref nted by his own Ainbaliador, who, ſpeak- 
ing of his divine Maiter, ſays, “ He was obe ent 
„ unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs.” — 
& This, you reply, is no Proof at all, as it does not 
ee neceſſarily imply any more, than that he died in 
Obedience to the FATHER.” 

How do ſome People love to cramp the enlarged, 
and debaſe the magnificent Senſe of Scriprure | Surely 
this Text implies; and not implies only, but forci- 
bly expreiles both the active and paſſive Obedience of 
CHRIST. It is not gert, He died; but 
ytroucr0- varmoos, He became Oùedient. Can you fee 
nothing of his active Righteouſneſs in theſe Words? 
For my Part 1 can fee very little befides—T his is 
what the following Clauſe coniirms—{2t common 
Senſe be Judge —Obedient, not barely zz Death, 
but unte Death, like that Expreſſion of JEHOV AH, 
by the Prophet, Unto hoary Hairs I twill carry you.— 
Does not this give us a retroſpect View of Youth 
and Manhood, as well as lead our Attention for ward 
to old Age! In like Manner, Obedient unte Death, 
Does not this refer us to all the previous Duties and 
Virtues of a righteous Walk ; while it leads us to tne 
cloling Scene of all, a reſigned Exit? Does it not 
moſt naturally mean, obedient through the whole 
Courſe of Life, even to the laſt ali-compleating In- 
ance, a voluntary Submiilion to Death ?—How 

eaſy 
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eaſy and obvious is this Interpretation ! How grand 
and graceful is this Meaning ! 

can no more admire your LT afte (conſidered) as a 
Critic, than I can admire your Doctrine (conſidered) 
as a Divine, Give me the Expoſitions of Scrip— 
ture, which act, not like the nocturnal Damp, but 
like the Morning Sun; not ſhrivelling and contract- 
ing, but opening and expanding thoſe Flowers of 
Paradiſe the Truths of the Goſpel, that they may 
diſplay all their charming Beauties, and breathe out 
all their reviving Odours. I think, upon the whole, 
we have very ſufficient Cauſe to aſſert and to abide 
by our Aſſertion; that when the Scripture aſcribes 
the whole of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST, 
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the Whole; and 
in thus ſpeaking, the HOLY SPIRIT copies 
after himſelf. For, if the Death inflicted on the 
firſt Alam included every Evil conſequent upon the 
Fall; the Depravity, as well as the Miſery of the 
Creature, it was meet that the Death to which the 
ſecond Adam ſubmitted, ſhould include every Good, 
needful for our Recovery; the Obedience as well as 
the Sufferings of the REDEEMER. It was meet 
that the Price, expreiled by the fame Word, would 
be as extenſive as the Puniſhment, 

„ But how does it appear that he undertook this 
& before the Foundation of the World?“ At what 
Time does Mr. Haley ſuppoſe, that CHRIST un- 
dertook the Work? Not till Sin entered and Man 
apoſtatized? Was it then an incidental (upſtart) Ex- 
pedient, fetched in to remedy ſome unforeſeen Diſ- 
aſter? Was it a Device, which owed its Birth to 
ſome unexpected Contingency, occaſioned by the 
Perverſeneſs of the Creature? Far, far from it,—lIt 


Was 
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was the grand, original, all comprehending Plan, 
the Way in which G OD, long before Time com- 
menced, decreed to manifeſt the Glory of nis Grace, 
and the Luſtre of all his Perfections. The World 
was made as a proper Theatre, on which to diſplay 
and execute this moſt magnificent Scheme; and all 
the Revolutions of human Affairs like fo many un- 
derplots in the Drama, are ſubſervient to the Ac- 
compliſhment of this capital Deſign.—“ Known un- 
« to GOD are all his Works,” determined by 
GOD are all his Counſels, from the Beginning of 
the World, more eſpecially this grandeſt of all the 
divine Diſpenſations ; this Maſter-picce of his un- 
ſcarchable Wiſdom. 

« But was this by a poſitive Covenant between 
ce CHR IST and the F A i H E R Mt Aſiaſis pro- 
ceeds to illuſtrate and confirm the Doctrine of an 
everlaſting Covenant between the almighty F A- 
THER and his co-equal SON, He produces 
ſeveral Texts of Scripture, to each of which you ob- 
ject as inſufficient for his Purpoſe: Each of your Ob- 
jections I ſhall anſwer, only by adding a ſhort Com- 
ment, explanatory of their Spirit and Force“ This 
e proves no previous Contract,” that is, I deny it, 
and therefore you cannot prove our Point, “ Nei- 
ce ther does this prove any ſuch Thing.“ That is, 
I cannot or will not ſee the Proof, And therefore 
there is none.“ That Expreſſion does not neceſ- 
“ farily imply any more” than I pleaſe to allow. 
e In the Way or Method he had chofen ;*” of which 
I am the fole complete Judge, and my Judgment 
ought to be deciſive in the Caſe.— Thus would Ar. 
Meſley have, not Afpaſio only, but the Public alſo, 
receive his Dictates (tanguam a Trijeic) as abſolute 

Oracles. 
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Oracles,—For here is only bare Aſſertion, or bare 
Denial, without any Vouchers, but his own Word, 
without any Authority, but his own Declaration, 
In Pſalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Cove. 
nant are circumſtantially recorded, which were the 
Incarnation and Obedience of the eternal SON, 
& A Body haſt thou prepared me—Lo! I come to 
« do thy Will.” © Nay, here is no mention of 
„ any Covenant, nor any Thing from which it can 
« be inferred.” Heu many Times fhali I adjure thee, 
ſaid Ahab to Michaiah, that thou tell me nothing but that 
which is true? And how many Times ſhall 1 intreat 
Mr. Miley to object nothing, without aſſigning ſome 
Reaſon for his Objection? At leaſt not to think of 
convincing my judgment, and converting me to his 
Opinion by a bare /ay .. But I have done—perhaps 
J have treſpaſſed upon the Patience of the Reader, 
in expreſſing my Diſappointment ſo frequently; per- 
haps I may alſo bear too hard upon Mr. Hefty in 
aſking for Proois, when it may be no ſmall Diffi- 
culty to produce them. Jo return“ Nay here is 
« no Mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing 
“ from which it can be inferred.” — That the Word 
Covenant is not mentioned is very true, that there 
is no Reference to any ſuch Thing is not fo certain: 
Let us conſider the whole Paſſage—* Sacrifice and 
% Burnt-Offcring thou didſt not require :” If Sacri- 
fices and ſlain Beaſts are not the Object of the divine 
Complacency, in what will the LORD delight? 
The next Words declare, „A Body haſt thou pre- 
& pared me:” Since the Law cannot be fulfilled 
without doing, nor Juſtice ſatisfied without dying, 
« Lo! | come, ſays the ſecond Perſon in the TRI“ 
« NITY, to undertake both, ſince this Undertak- 


„ing 
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« ing muſt be accompliſhed, by ONE who is finite, 
ce that he may die; and infinite, that he may con- 
« quer Death; I will accompliſh it in the divine 
« and human Nature. For this Purpoſe a Body 
“ haſt thou prepared me, in this Body lo! I come 
& willingly and cheerfully I come, to perform, to 
ce ſuſtain, to fulfil all; and ſo to do thy great, thy 
„ gracious Will.” — May we not rationally ſuppoſe 
this ſpoken by Way of (Reſtipulation, or) Com- 
pliance with the FATHER's Demands ? That the 
Natter is thereby brought to a ſolemn Contract? 
Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational Suppoſi— 
tion, therefore gives us, upon the following VV ords, 
a perfectly correſponding Comment. In the Volume 
of the Book it is written of me. Which is no 
„ other than a Bill, or Roll of Contract between 
« the FATHER and CHRIST; wherein is 
« ſuppoſed to be written the Agreement, prepara- 
& tory to that great Work of CHAN Is Incar- 
& nation, wherein He, undertaking to fulhl the 
„ Will of GOD, to perform all active, and alſo 
© all paſhve Obedience, even unto Death, had the 
& Promiſe from G OD, that he ſhould become the 
« Author of cternal Salvation to all that obey him.“ 
Thus ſays our learned Countryman. And what 
ſays the bleſſed Apoſtic ? Whote Expoſition and Ap- 
olication of the Paſſage, you icein to have forgotten, 
at leaſt not to have thoroughly weighed. Having 
quoted the Paſſage, argued from it, and diſplayed the 
Benehts obtained by this all-ſuAcient Pronitiationy 
he adduces a Text from Jeremiah, Bs to this 
very Subject, and explaining its Nature: Whereot 
the HOLY GHOST alſo is a Witneſs ; of what: 
of the Juſtification and Sanctification of Sinners, 
5 both 
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both founded on, both effected by, the Sacrifice 
of the dying FESUS. Tranfactions which both 
the Prophet and the Apoſtle conſider under the No- 
tion of the Covenant, as is plain from the following 
Quotation, „ For after that he had ſaid before, 
« this is the Covenant which I will make with them 
& in thoſe Days Hence it appears, that the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews (aw ſomething in the Words of 
the Pſalmiſt, from which the Doctrine of a Covenant 
might be inferred. 

Another Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded 
Iſa. xlix. from the firſt to the ſixth Verſe. *I have 
« read them but cannot find a Word about it in all 
« thoſe Verſes; they contain neither more nor leſs 
« than a Prediction of the Salvation of the Gen- 
& tiles.” They contain a Prediction and ſomewhat 
more, they deſcribe the Way whereby this moſt de- 
firable Event ſhall be brought to paſs. This the 
LORD himſelf declares ſhall be by Way of Cove- 
nant; © I will give thee for a Covenant to the Peo- 
c ple.”'—T his Verſe we may look upon as a Key 
to the preceding. It teaches us to conſider them as 
deſcriptive of the auguſt Covenant; of its Eſtabliſh- 
ment, its Parties, and its Terms: Indeed the Verſes 
themſelves lead us to the ſame View, for what is à 
Covenant? A Contract, wherein a Condition is 
preſcribed ; a Promiſe is made, and both are ratified 
by a mutual Agreement—The Condition is pre- 
{cribed in thoſe Words; Thou art my Servant O 
dirael *, in whom I will be glrified, The Promile is 

0 Ljract is the Name of the Church, often given to 
her in this Prophecy, CHRIST and his Church, by 
Virtue of the Unton between them, have the fame 
Names. As ſhe is ſometimes called by his Name, 
« The LORD our Kighteouſneſs.” —>0 he is here 


called by her Name Z/-ae!, See Jer. xxxiii. 16. 
made 


5 
0 
* 


Ir. 8. REV. MR. WESLEY, 161 


made in thoſe Words, Thou ſhalt raiſe up the Tribes 
of Jacob; reflore the preſerved of Iſrael, and be my 
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. The Agreement 
is ſpecified or implied in theſe Words (I have ſpent 
my Strength for nought, yet) ſurely my Judgment 
is with the LORD, and my Work with my 
GOD. 

The great Vitringa, after having expounded the 
whole Clauſe, concludes in this Manner: “ Ante- 
« quam ab his verbis, ſenſu fœcundiſſimis, ſummam 
« doctrine Evangelice complexis, diſcedam, mo- 
nere velim, eadem clariſſime deformare totum 
* myſterium conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem 
« & Meſſiam filium ejus, in humana carne appari- 
« turum, initæ, perinde ac in locis quæ ex aliis 
« excerpo, Pſal. xl. 7. Zech. vi. 13. Pater ut 
„ Dominus, filio ut Meſſiæ, offert gloriam longe 
« ampliſſimam, mediationis & ſalvationis Judzorum 
« & pentium, quæ gloria, omnium que mente con- 
ce cipi poſſunt, eſt maxima, ſub lege ſive ſub con- 
c ditione profundiſſimi obſequii ſervilis; eaque ſti- 
“ pulatio utrinque ratihabetur *. 


It 


* Vitring. in loc. Before I leave this Paragraph which 
7s ſo rich in Senſe, and contains the very Subſtance Evan- 
gelical Doctrine, I would obſerve that it moſt clearly and ex- 
actly delineates the myſtericusCounſel of Peace, planned betaween 
GOD the FATHER, and his divine Son. The FATHER 
as ſupreme Lord, offers to his SON the MESSIAH the 
higheſt Glory, that whichſhall reſult from juſtifying, ſancti- 
Hing, and ſaving, with an everlaſting Salvation, both Jeaur 
and Gentiles. This Glory, the greateſt which Thought can 
conceive, is propoſed on the Terms, or under the Condition 6 
bis deep Humiliation, even to the State and Obedience of a 
Servant. The whole paſſes into a ſolemn Contrad, and is 
ratified on either Side. 
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lf upon a ſtricter Review, this Prophecy be found 
to expreſs no ſuch Thing as a Covenant, I am very T 
willing to give up the Proof. So much the rather | 
as it makes no Part of Aſpa/io's Diſcourſe, is only juſt 
mentioned in a Note; and ſtands not in the main 
Body, but only as a Corps de Reſerve, 

By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound to 
obey in his own Perſon.— Here you take Aſpaſis up 
very ſhort, and reply, „So he is under the Cove- 
c“ nant of Grace, though not in order to Juſtifica- 
c tion.” This is the very Thing he means. Nor 
could you eaſily have miſtaken his Meaning if you 
had only done him ſo ſmall a Piece of Juſtice as to 


* 4,.A 
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Here our Author ſubjoins an Extract from dan h 0]0³ö 2 
a Rabbinical Treatiſe. Which is very remarkable; for 
ſuch a Writer, ſingularly juſt; one of the moſt curious, as 
well as valuable Pieces of Jewiſß Antiquities that ever 
fell in my Way. I believe it will afford no unpleaſing 
Entertainment, perhaps ſome ſpiritual Benefit to the Rea- 
der. For which Cauſe I take Leave to tranſcribe it, — | 
«© GOD began to enter into a Covenant with the MES“ | 
« SIAH, and ſaid, MESSIAH, my righteous one, | 
“ the Sins of thy choſen People are likely to bring Thee E 
c into a State of great Toil and extreme Affliction; Thy 
« Lips ſhall taſte Gall, Thy Tongue ſhall cleave to the 
% Roof of thy Mouth, Thy Body ſhall be waſted with 
% Sorrow and Sighing. Is thy Love to thy People in- | 
“ violable? Art thou willing to reſcue them on theſe 
&«& Conditions? If thou undertakeſt their Recovery, well; | 
% if not, they are rejected from this Moment, and pe- 
| 10 riſh for ever. To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of 
= « Eternity, I am pleaſed with the Office, I accept theſe 
N Conditions; and am willing to undergo all Tribula- 
| „ Lion, that my People may enjoy a Reſurrection (to 
| „the Life of Grace and the Life of '>lory.)— Then faid 
F 4 the hoy, bleſſed GOD, be it ſo. Immediately the 
«« ME Sl. AH took upon him our Miſeries, av it is written 
« in the Boo & of the Prophet Jaiab, He was oppteſſed 


« and He was afflicted.” 
4 read 
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read the whole Paragraph, of which, ſince you ſeem 
either willingly or through Inadvertence to be igno- 
rant, I will beg leave to tranſcribe it;! Between 
« the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of 
&« Grace, this I apprehend is the Difference. By 
« the former, Man was indiſpenſibly bound to obey 
« in his own Perſon; by the latter, the Obedience 
« of his SURETY is accepted inſtead of his own. 
« — The Righteouſneſs required by both, is not ſin- 
ce cere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abi- 
ce lities of fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, 
* and the Majeſty of the LAW GIVER.” You 
ſee the whole Argument turns upon a complete Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſuch as ſatisfies the Law, and is an ade- 
quate Ground for Juſtification: This, I imagine, 
fallen Man is not obliged by the Covenant of Grace 
to perform, if ſo, we ſhall be at a Loſs to find any 
ſuch Thing as Grace; if ſo, we can have no Hope 
of obtaining Salvation with eternal Glory, There 
will be too much Reaſon for applying to all Mankind 
thoſe awful Words of the Prophet; In the Day thou 
mayſt make thy Plant to grow, and in the Morning thou 
mayſt make thy Seed to flouriſh : but the Harveſt hall be 

a Heap, in the Day of Grief and deſperate Sorrow. 
Bleſſed be GO the melancholy Strain is ſuper- 
ſeded.— Though the Terms in the firſt Covenant 
were a perfect Obedience, though the Terms once 
fixed continue unalterable, yet in the new Covenant 
there is a Change and Subſtitution as to the Perfor - 
mer; without any Relaxation as to the Performance. 
Inſtead of perſonal Obedience we are juſtified through 
the Obedience of our MEDIATOR, e are made 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD in him: That is, we are 
furniſhed with a Flea, as prevalent for our Juſtifica- 
M 2 tion 
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tion and Admiſſion into the divine Favour, as if we 
had retained our Innocence untainted; and in every 
Reſpect conformed ourſelves to the Righteouſneſs 
which the Law of GOD requires *. — Thus the Sal- 
vation of Sinners, neither claſhes with the Truth, 
nor interferes with the Juſtice of the ſupreme LE- 
GISLATOR.—On the contrary, it becomes a faith- 
ful and juft Procedure of the moſt high GOD, to 
Juſtify him that believeth on FE SUS. 

The Obedience of our Surety is accepted in- 
ſtead of our own. © This is neither a ſafe, nor a 
« ſcriptural Way of Speaking.” — That the Obedi- 
ence of CHRIST is accepted for our Juſtification, 
is a Doctrine warranted by Scripture, it may there- 
fore very juſtly be reckoned a ſcriptural Way of 
Speaking. And if his Obedience is accepted for this 
Purpoſe, our own, was it ever ſo conſiderable, could 
come in for no Share of the Work. Our own, 
though ever ſo gorgeouſly arrayed, muſt ſtand aſide, 
or be caſt into Shades, juſt as the Stars hide their 


diminiſhed, or rather extinguiſhed Heads, when the 


Sun appears in his meridian Splendour, becauſe 
the Obedience of CHRIST is of infinite Nignity 
and Value, And infinite Value is ſuch, as not only 
tranſcends all other Services, but renders them mere 


Nothings 


* 2Cor.v.21. This is Dr. Deddridęe's Interpretation 
of the Paſſage; and it ſpeaks a noble, a joyful Truth, 
only it does not expreſs the whole Truth. The Righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD is more than equivalent to untainted 
Innocency ; is more than tantamount to the moſt perfect 


human Obedience. It is a Righteouſneſs of infinite 


Worth, far ſurpaſling the Integrity of Adam in Paradiſe, 
or the Sanctity of Angels in Heaven. lt is a Gift, in- 
comparably, yea, incomprehenſibly great, efficacious, 
glorious, 
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Nothings in the Compariſon, For this Reaſon, the 
Apoſtle counted all Endowments, but Los for 
CHRIST, and the Prophet repreſents all Nations 
as nothing before G OD. 

« ] would ſimply ſay, we are accepted through 
ce the Beloved.” If you rightly underſtood what is 
meant, when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of being accepted 
in the BELOYED, you would have no Fault to 
find with Apaſio's Comment. St. Paul means we 
are accepted, not by any Obedience performed in 
our own Perſons, but ſolely by the Obedience of 
that infinitely excellent, and infinitely beloved ONE 
CHRIST JESUS, whoſe Righteouſneſs being 
imputed to us, and put upon us, cauſes us not only 
to be pardoned, but to be highly eſteemed, dearly 
beloved, and bleſſed with all ſpiritual Bleſſings. 

Here I cannot but obſerve, that you have changed 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion. He ſays, Accepted * in 
„ the Beloved ;”* you fay, © Accepted through the 
« Beloved.” TI am willing to believe this was an 
Overſight, you had no ſiniſter Deſign, but ſtill I 
think you ſhould take more heed to your Pen, and 
not alter the inſpired Word, leſt you blemiſh the 
Language, or injure the Senſe. Perhaps you will 
aſk, What Difference is there between accepted 
through, and accepted in, the Beloved? I will illuſ- 
trate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable 
Houſe-keeper gives a good Character to a Servant 
that leaves him, by virtue of which he is accepted, 
and admitted to ſome other valuable Employ. This 
Character is his Introduction, yet this makes no Ad- 
dition to his real Value. Acceptance through the 
Beloved, may import no more, than ſuch an Ad- 

M 3 miſſion 
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miſſion through ſuch a Recommendation. Whereas 
accepted in the Beloved, implies not only a recom- 
mendatory Paſſport from CHRIST, but a real 
Union with CHRIST, whereby we are incorpo- 
rated into his ſacred Body, and partake as truly of 
his Righteouſneſs, as the Members partake of the 
Life which animates the Head, By this our Per- 
ſons are really ennobled. This imparts the higheſt 
Dignity to our Nature. We ate not only recom- 
mended to, but rendered meet for, the Favour, the 
Complacency, the beatific Preſence of GOD, be- 
ing one with FESUS, and therefore loved even as 
7 E SUS himſelf is loved *. 

The ſecond Covenant was not made with Adam 
or any of his Poſterity, but with CHRIST in 
thoſe Words. For any Authority you have from 
« theſe Words, you might as well have ſaid, it was 
c mad: with the HOLY GHOST.”—No; 
CHRIST, not the HOLY GHOST, was the 
Seed of the Woman.—This is an Anſwer much in 
your own Strain. - But let us conlider farther, 
Fou allow, I preſume, that the firſt Covenant 
was made with Adam, as our public fœderal Head 
That all his Poſterity were included in it, being to 
ſtand or fall together with him: Herein, ſays the 
Apoſtle, Adam was a Figure of him that was to 
« come.” If fo, the ſecond Covenant muſt be 
made with CHRIST, as our public fœderal Head. 
He and all his Seed ate included in it, and as it was 
impoſſible for him to miſcarry, they muſt be joint 
Partakers of the Benefits. Accordingly, he is ſtiled 
| | 1 | the 

* John xvii. 23. They in me, ſays our LORD. 


Therefore, on this Account, or viewed in this Relation, 
T hou baſt loved them, as thou haſt loved me. 
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the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, by whoſe 
moſt acceptable and prevailing Interpoſition, all its 
Bleſſings are obtained: He is ſtiled the Surety of the 
Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poor 
inſolvent Creatures; the Debt of penal Suffering, 
and the Debt of perfect Obedience.—The Teſtator 
of the Covenant, whoſe are its Riches, and whoſe 
are its Privileges, who has allo of his unbounded 
Goodneſs bequeathed them as ſo many ineſtimable 
Legacies to indigent Men, Methinks thoſe are ſuch 
charming Truths, ſuch divinely comfortable Doc- 
trines, that you ſhould conſider them thoroughly be- 
fore you oppoſe them, leſt you do a greater Act of 
Unkindneſs to your Readers, than that which is 
charged, though very injuriouſly, upon Fob Thon 
haſt flripped the Naked of their Cl:athing, and ſent 
Widows away empty. And when you are diſpoſed 
to conſider thoſe Points thoroughly, aſk yourſelf this 
Queſtion. ls it poſſible to conceive that CHRIST 
ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Teſ- 
tator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him 
and the Execution of it undertaken by him? —Or, 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the all-glorious SON 
of GOD ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the 
Surety, the Teſtator of the Covenant, yet leave 
others to perform the Conditions? which are incom- 
parably the moſt important, intereſting, and difficult 
Parts of the Tranſaction, 

„ Theſe Words were not ſpoken to CHRIST, 
« but of Him,” True of Him as given for a Co- 
venant of the People. © There is not the leaſt In- 
„ timation of any ſuch Covenant.” You will not 
deny that CHRIST is ſignified by the Seed of the 
Moman.—It is ſaid, He ſhall; a Language expreſſing 
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Authority, and requiring Conformity, as CHRIST 
is the ſupreme uncontroulable GOD, this could 
not be required; and would never have been faid, 
without his actual Conſent; Here then is implied 
his Approbation of the Office, It is farther ſaid, 
the Serpent ſhall bruiſe his Heel.-He ſhal} become 
incarnate, and after a Life of much Sorrow, and 
many T ribulations, ſhall be put to a moſt torment- 
ing Death.-Here is the Condition of the Covenant. 
It is added, he ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, ſhall 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil and repair the Ruins 
of the Fall, ſhall deliver from the Wrath deſerved, 
and recover the Inheritance forfeited. —Here is the 
Recompence or Reward of the Covenant. 

Should you aſk; Is it ſuppoſable that Adam under- 
ſtood the Words in this Compaſs of Meaning? Per- 
haps not. But if we do not underſtand them in a 
more exalted and extenſive Senſe, than our firſt Fa- 
ther; what Advantage do we reap from the full Re- 
velation of the Goſpel ?—The full Revelation of the 
Goſpel, pours as much Light upon this, and other 
of the ancient Oracles, as the Experiments of our 
modern Anatomiſts have poured. upon the Structure 
and Oeconomy of the human Body.—This grand 


original Text, read with the Comment of the New | 


Teftament, ſpeaks all that Aſpaſio has ſuggeſted ; all 
that. our fallen State could want, or our very Hearts 
can wiſh, 

You have muſtered up ſeveral ObjeQions, yet 
there is Room for more; I will therefore for once act 
as your Auxiliary, and turn againſt pas. He 
* ſuppoſes the Covenant to be made with CHRIST. 
« Whereas the Scripture repreſents the Covenant 
as made with various Men, particularly and per- 
| « ſonally, 
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& ſonally, in various Ages.” True, it is recorded 
that GOD made a Covenant with Abraham, with 
Tſaac, with Jacob, and with David the Father of So- 
lomon: But were they in a Capacity to enter into 
Covenant with their Maker; to ſtand for themſelves 
or be Surety for others? I think not—the Paſlages 
mean no more, than the LORD's maniſeſting, in 
an eſpecial Manner, the grand Covenant to them ; 
ratifying and confirming their perſonal Intereſt in it, 
and farther aſſuring them that CHR 1ST, the great 
Covenant Head, ſhould be of themſelves, and ſpring 
from their Seed. 

This accounts for that remarkable and ſingular 
Mode of Expreſſion, which often occurs in Scrip- 
ture; I will make a Covenant with them; or, this is my 
Covenant with them. Vet there follows no mention 
of any Conditions, only a Promite of unconditional 
Bleſſings ; becauſe the former have already been per- 
formed, and nothing remains but to conter the lat- 
ter; ſo that the Meaning of the divine Speaker is, I 
will admit them to an Intereſt in this Covenant, and 
make them Partakers of its Privileges. 

I ſhould now conclude, but Mr. /Z7:/ley will not 
ſuifer me to quit the Subject. He farther inſiſts, 
*The Words manifeſtly contain, if not a Covenant 
& made with, a Promiſe made to Adam and all his 
e Poſterity.“ f not—He begins to heſitate in his 
Aſſertion; to fluctuate in his Opinion; and I could 
hope, to ſee his Miſtake, The Words contain a 
% Promiſe''— And have you never read, that the 
Covenant of GOD, or the various Renewals and 
Ratifications of the Covenant. of Grace, are ſtyled 

Covenants of Promiſe ? Which conſiſt of pure Pro- 
mics, and diſpenſe free Gifts? 
Obſcrve 
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Ob:-;ve the Tenour of the new Covenant, as it 
ſtands cengroſſee uy the Pen of Inſpiration. This i; 
the C ue int, which I will mate with the Houſe of Iſratl 
after thoſe Days, ſaith the LORD, I will put my 
Laws into their Mind, and on ther Hearts will I write 
theme And I will be to them a & D, and they ſball be 
to me a Feile. And they ſbali not teach every an his 

oichbour, and eviry Aan his Brother, ſaying knaw 
the LOX D— Fer all ſhall k:.9w me, from the leaſt of 
rem, even unto th: greutei of the For, I will be 
merciful unts their Unrigiteoujn: ſj. s, and their Sins and 
their Iniquitics will I remember no more. —W here are 
your Conditions in this Draught? Where are any 
Terms required of impotent Man? Is it not all 
Promiſe from the Peginning to the End? "That Re- 
pentance, and that Faith, for whoſe Conditionality 
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this 
heavenly Deed? And comprehended under the Form 
of Bleings vouchſafed, not of Taſks enjoined, —- 
Does the Contract run in this Manner? 1 require 
and command. Or in this Strain? 1 grant and be- 
ſtow. The LORD toys, I wil put my Laws; 1 
will write them. — The g ork fhall not be laid on my 
Creatures, but done by myſelf. They ſhall be my 
People, and 1 will remember their Sins he more, What; 
Provided they perform ſuch and ſuch Duties. I read 
no ſuch Clauie. I fcc no ſuch Fro o. — All is abſo- 
lutely free; dependant on no Performance of ours; 
but flowing irom ſovereign, ſupreme, ſelf -influenced 
Goodneſs. 

Juſt ſuch is that delightful Declaration, I will 
make an everiaſiins Covenant with them, that I will not 
turn away from them ts do them good; but I will put 
my Fear in their Heart, that they ſhall nat depart from 
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me. - What you call Conditions muſt be compriſed 
in my Fear. This is repreſented as a ſingular Be- 
nefit, which GOD imparts; as a gracious 'Femper, 
which GOD implants; and both as dependent not 
on the Fidelity of Man, but on the Power and Ve- 
racity of GOD.—Another of your Conditions, I 
preſume, is, Perſeverance unto the End. This, in 
the Covenant of Grace is not enjoined, but ſe- 
cured ; ſecured, not by a ſtrict Prohibition of Apoſ- 
tacy, but by the omnipotent Interpolition of JEHQO- 
VAH. TI will put my Fear; ſo put my Fear into their 
Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me; ſhall never 
draw back unto Perdition.—'T hus the Covenant be- 
comes not tranſient, but everlaſting. Thus the 
Promiſe is not precarious, but ſure to ail the Seed, 
There ſeems to be as great a Difference, between 
this evangelical, and your legal Method of ſtating 
the Covenant; between ſuſpending the Benefits on 
human Endeavours, and grounding them on divine 
Agency, as between hanging the Anchor on the 
Top of the Maſt, and fixing it at the Bottom of 

the Sea, 
Let me add one more Text, which now occurs to 
my Thoughts. N are the Children of the Prophets, 
and of the Covenant whith GOD made with our Fathers, 
faying unto Aurabam, And in thy Seed fhall all the Kin- 
areds if the Earth be bleſſed *. Here the Covenant 
is firſt mentioned in general; then particularly ſpe- 
cified.— In thy Seed ſhall all the Kindreds af the Earth. 
Be laid under Conditions? Be obliged to execute 
Terms? No; but, Hall be bleed. Bleſſed with all 
Bleſſings, e ſpiritual, eternal—1z thy Sced— 
That is in CHR JSI Without any Regard to 
Qualifications 


Acts iii. 25. 


2 


ret 


3 
2 


— 


-” „% „% „„ „„ 
28 — ay 


How 


— 


* Us 


* _ 
— 
1 


Qualifications or Deeds of their own ; entirely b 

Virtue of an Intereſt in his conſummately excellent 
Actions, and conſummately precious Sufferings.— 
Then the Apoſtle ſingles out one ſpecial and diſtin- 
guiſhed Blefling of the Covenant; a Converſion 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 
to the Service of GOD. Or, as it is expreſſed in the 
following Verſe, A turning from all Iniquity.— This 
is ſtil] exhibited to our Contemplation, as the Fruit 
of the Covenant of Grace; as the Thing for which 
it makes Proviſion, not introductory to, but conſe- 
quent upon, our Participation of it, 

If therefore, in ſpeaking of Holineſs and Obedi- 
ence, we repreſent tnem as the Promiſes, rather 
than the Demands of the Covenant, we evidently 
follow the Apoſtle's Example. Were we to take 
the contrary Courſe, we ſhould act as prudently as 
the Sportſman, who, entering his Horſe for a Plate, 
chuſes to have him walk backwards, rather than run 
forwards: Would this increaſe his Speed ? Would 
this help him to outſtrip his Rivals? or enable him 
to win the Prize !—ohall we, in order to avoid the 
Charge of Antinomianiſm ruſh into this Abſurdity ? 
I am perſuaded you could not wiſk to ſee ſo egregi- 
ous a Piece of Folly, even in your Enemy ; much 
leſs in 
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. 


Rev. SIR, 


WISH you would conſider with ſome Attention, 

that emphatical Memento of the Apoſtle, Sinc- 
ye knew the Grace of GOD in Truth. Here he inti- 
mates, that we may have a Knowledge of Grace, 
which is not genuine; not free from corrupt Mix- 
ture, not true. It may be ſo diſcoloured with Error, 
or blended with ſo much of the Law, as no longer 
to appear like itſelf.— The Language of ſuch Per- 
ſons, is ſomewhat like the Language of the Haclites, 
after their Return from Captivity, who ſpoke neither 
the Hebrew, nor the Heatheniſh Dialect; but ex- 
preſſed themſelves half in the Speech of Ahded, and 
half in the Speech of Sicn. 

It is true, ſays Aſpaſio, I cannot perform the Con- 
ditions.—“ It is not true, ſays Mr. Hy This 
is pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in et- 
fect, affirming, that a Man dead in Treſpaſſes 

>] Sins is able to perform Conditions. Mr, J/:/-y 
is not aware, that CHRIST ſtrengthening us,“ 
is one of the Benefits of the Covenant, compre- 


hended in theſe Words, I wil! put my Laws into their. 


Minds. 


„The Conditions of the new Covenant are, re- 
„ pent and believe,” It has been already ſhewn, 
that they are repreſented by the HOLY GHOST, 
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not as Conditions ; but as Bleflings ; not as Condi. 
tions required, but as Bleſſings beſtowed ; not Con- 
ditions on which depends the Accompliſhment of the 
Covenant; but as happy Fruits, or precious Effects, 
of the Covenant; made, and making good to Sin- 
ners, who are wholly without Strength. - 

*Tis equally true, ſays Apaſio, this is not required 
at my Hands. * Tis equally true, ſays Mr. Weſley, 
c that is abſolutely falſe.” — This is doubtleſs, a 
home Thruſt. At behoves us to provide ſome Armour 
of Proof for our Defence; and this the Scripture fur- 
niſhes abundantly, It furniſhes us with more than 
robur & @&s triplex, The Scripture ſets forth Juſtifi- 
cation, Salvation, and all Bleſſedneſs, as Things 
perfectly free; detached from all Works; dependent 
on no Conditions, but the Gifts of ſovereign Good- 
neſs, and infinitely rich Grace. 

Though you, Sir, treat Mpaſio in ſo unceremoni- 
ous a Manner, we will be more complaiſant ; you 
ſhall receive ſuch Entertainment from us, as the 
King of Babylon's Ambaſladors received from Heze- 
kiah, We will on this Occaſion, ſhew you the Houſe 
of our precious Things, the Silver and the Gold, the 
Spices and the precious Qintment, and if not all, yet 
ſome of the Houſe of our Armour &. 

We are ſaved, that is, we have all the Benefits of 
the new Covenant. By Grace, —By Grace ye are 
ſaved, It is of Grace and no more of Works. —Iho 
bath ſaved us, not according to our Works, but according 
to his Purpoſe and Grace . 


Freely 


* 2 Kings xx. 13; + Eph. ii. 5. Rom. x. 6: 
2 Tim. i. 9. ; 
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Freely— Being juſtified freely. —The Things that are 
freely given to us of 60 D. - boſocver will, let him 
tate the Water of Life freely *. 

By Way of Gift—/f thou knewe/? the Gift of GOD 
—The Gift of GOD tis eternal Life. * free Gift 
came upon all Men, to Fuſl:fication of Life +. 

Without the Law TI Rightearſneſs of GOD 
without the Law. — That we might be jrſlified, not by 
the Warks of the Lato. If the Inheritance were of the 
Law . 

Not by Works — Vt e , Harke, but of him that cal 
eth us. Net by Il or- of Right: ufmeſs, which ce 
have done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved us. Mot 
having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law ||. 

By Righteouſneſs, not performed, but imputed— 
Faith (in CHRIST, as our all) ig mirtod for Righ- 
teoufſneſs. — GOD imputeth Rig »hteouſs oſs, without 
IWarks.—To whom it (that is the Merit of a dying 
and riſing SAVIOU R) ſhail be imbut-d d. 

Not by guiltleſs Behaviour, but by Remiſlion of 
dins - Bleſſed are they toboſe Ininitics are fargigen, and 
whoſe Lins are covered. G O was in CHRIST, 
reconciling the World unts inet, net 8 ns their 
Treſpaſſes unto them. —To give Knowledge of Salvation 
by th, Remiſſion of their Sins J. 

Not each by himſelf, but all by one--They faZ? 
reign in Life, ly one CHRIST 7 ESUS.—By the 


Obedience of one, ſball many ve mate righteovs.-— By one 


Cr, 

* Rom. 111. 34. 1 Cor. ii. 12. Rev. xxii. 19. 
f John iv. 10. Rom. vi. 23. v. 18. Rom. 
i. 21, Gal. ii. 16. iii. 18. Rom. ix. 11. 
Tit. ni. 3. Phil. ni. 9. Rom. iv. 5, 6. 
23 24, 25 4 Plal. XXX11. 1. 1 Cor. v. 92 
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Offering, he hath perfefted for ever, thoſe that are 


ified *, 

By Faith alone—Being juſtified by Faith. A Man 
is juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law,.— 
Through him, all that believe are juflified from all 
Things +. 

Not on Account of Faith, as a Condition per. 
formed; but on Account of CHRIST, the Pear! 
of enable Price; which Faith receives, applies, 
and uſes % has by himſelf purged away our Sins, 
by himſelf ſiuiſbed our Tranſgreſſions, made Reconcilia- 
tien for our Iniquities, and brought in an everlaſtiug 
Righteouſneſs . 

This is the Doctrine of Scripture. Becauſe it is 
of the greateſt Importance, you fee, with what Care 
it is ſtated, and with what Copiouſneſs diſplayed, 
with what Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance 
guarded. How ſolicitouſly the ſacred Writers uſe 
every Form of Speech that may exclude all human 
Works; may ſet aſide all Conditions and Pre-requi- 
ſites, in order to ſuperſede all Glorying, and aſcribc 
the Whole of our juſtihcation to the free Grace of 
GOD, and the ſole Merits of CHRIST 

After all theſe Teſtimonies of Scrinture, ſhall we 
ſtill maintain, that the Covenant of Grace conſis 
of Conditions; depends upon Conditions; is fuch as 
we cannot expect to have made good till certain 
Conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled ? Da- 
gon may as well ſtand in the Preſence of the Ark, as 
ſuch a Notion in the Face of theſe evangelical Texts. 


All, 
Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. Heb. x. 14. + Rom. 
V. 1. 111i. 28. Acts K 111. 39» . 1 Heb. 1, 2» 


Dan. ix. 2. 
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All, all is free to us Sinners, though it was not 
free to CHRIST our SAVIOUR.—He paid the 
Price. He performed the Conditions. -If you would 
know what Price was paid ; what Conditions were 
performed, and on what Terms we inherit the Bleſ- 
fing; you, Sir, may receive Information from Mr. 
Fohn WW:/ley, who ſays, in his Comment; “ All the 
« Bleſſings of the new Covenant are fecured to us 
« by the one Offering of CHRIST.” According 
to this Commentator, they are not only procured for 
us, but ſecured to us. How could either of theſe be 
true—Much more, how could the latter be fact 


if the Bleflings were ſuſpended on any Performance 


or any Acquiſition of ours? If I am not to enjoy, 
them until I diſcharge this or that Duty, they are not 
procured for me; if I am not to enjoy them unleſs I 
become poſſeſſed of this or that Quality, they are not 
ſecured to me; not ſecured to me, as the Eftate is 
to an Heir, even whilſt he is a Minor, but only as 
the Prize is to a Racer, in cafe, by exerting his 
Speed and his Strength, he arrives firſt at the Goal; 
which was never yet called Security, but allowed to 
be mere Uncertainty. 

As to this Point, others may receive Information 
from the Prophet Zechariah. By the Blood of thy 
Covenant, I have ſent forth thy Priſoners out of the Pit, 
wherein was no Water *. Thy Priſoners, thoſe wretched 
Creatures, who were in a State of Guilt, and under 
the Sentence of Death; ſubjet to the "Tyranny of 
the Devil, and tiable to the Damnation of Hell. In 
this diſmal State they were, as in a Pi: unfathomably 
deep; from which there ſeemed no Poflibility of 
Eſcape, nor any Method of Deliverance. A Pit, 
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in which there is % Water, nothing but abſolute 
Miſery, without a Gleam of Hope, or a Drop of 
Comfort. I have ſent them forth into a Flace of Li. 
berty; where they obtain Pardon, and enjoy Peace, 
are ſatisfied with the Plenteouſneſs of my Houſe, and 
drink of my Pleaſures as out of a River. All this, by 
the Blood of thy Couenant.—Blood was the righteous 
Term, Elood was the dreadful Requirement, even 
that infinitcly precious Blood of CHRIST, on which 


the Covenant of our Freedom was eſtabliſhed, and 


by which its rich Bleſſings are procured. Which is 
called thy Covenant * O Daughter of Sion, thou 
Church of the Firſt-born, becaule it was made in 


thy Name; made with thy divine Surety, and for 


thy unſpeakable Good. 
This is not only falſe, but moſt dangerouſly 


< falſe—lIf we allow This, Antinomianiſm comes in 


« with a full Tide.” Pray, Sir, what do you 
mean by Aniinomianiſm ? Such a Contrariety to the 
Law, as debaſes its Dignity ; deprives it of its proper 


Honour and proper End + ? 


Surely then, not Aſpaſw's, but Mr. I/:/ley's Te- 


. nets, are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy, 


Since they would cauſe the Law to be put off with a 
Mite, when Millions of Talents are its Due—Oblige 
it to be content with errant Deficiency, when the 


moſt 


* Thy Covenant, The Words are not addreſſed to 
CHRIST, but to his Church. As the Hebrew HR being 


in the feminine Gender intimates. 


+ The End of the commanding Law is Righteouſneſs, 


Rom. x. 4. The End of the violated Law is Puniſhment, 


Gal. iii. 10. Both theſe Ends are anſwered by the Inter- 
poſition of an obedient and crucified REDEEMER, but 
on no other Scheme, and in no other Manner whatever. 
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moſt ſinleſs Obedience, and the moſt exalted Per- 
fection are what it demands. 

Do you mean by Antinomantſm, ſuch a Contra- 
riety to the Law, as diſregards its Duties, and vio- 
lates its Precepts? Then the Apoſtle Paul ſhall reply, 
The Grace of GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared unto all Men; teaching us, that denying Ungod- 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, wwe ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly. —The Grace of GOD, his infinitely 
free Favour, of which we have a Specimen in the 
preceding Texts, which ſcorns to be ſhackled with 
Conditions, or meanly dependent on human Endea-— 
vourts—'This Grace, requiring nothing of the Crea- 
ture, but bringing Salvation, ſpiritual and eternal 
Salvation, finiſhed by the incarnate CREATOR, 
and free for the chiefeſt of Sinners.—This Grace 
being revealed in the Goſpel, being diſcerned by 
Faith, and thus appearing in Luſtre, and with 
Power, to al Men To Men of every Rank, every 
Age, every Character; making no Difference be- 
tween the Servant and his Maſter, between the 
ruddy Stripling and the hoary Sire ; between the vile 
Proftitute and the chaſte Veſtal, but opening its in- 
exhauſtible 'T reaſures, to be received by one as well 
as the other This Grace does what ?” „ Cauſe An- 
« tinomianiſm,” or practical Ungodlineſs, © to 
% come in with a full Lide?“ Quite the Reverſe— 
It repreſſes it like an immoveable Barrier. It teaches 
us to deny à, to renounce Ungodlineſs, at! Ungedline/s, 

| | N 2 not 


* The Word is &proap:rc, which does not ſignify, to 
aboliſh totally, or to deſtroy utterly; but to diſavow 
and renounce, to refuſe Admittance, or not to yield 
Compliance, There may be, even in the RE 

ome 


180 LETTERS TO THE LET, g. 


not only external groſs Abominations, but worlah 
Lufts alſo, every vicious Inclination, and every ir. 
regular Deſire. Farther, it teaches us to live ſoberhj, 
with regard to ourſelves, righteoufly towards our 
Neighbours, and godly to our great CREATOR, 
The original Word is particularly beautiful and 
ſignificant, it is not T&%TOEl preſcribeth, by way of 
Rule, nor eiae, enjoineth, by way of Authority; 
but waideuzox, teacheth, by way of Inſtruction, 


pointeth out the effectual Method of obeying the 
Precepts, and conforming to the Rule, A Tyrant 
may command his Slave to write, or make a Profici- 
ency in Writing, A kind Tutor forms him to it, 
ſhews him how to do it, and renders, what other- 
wiſe, would be an irkſome, perhaps an impracticable 
Taſk, both eaſy and pleaſant.— So this Grace clearly 
manifeſted in the Underſtanding, and cordially ap- 
prehended by the Will, renders every Duty of Holi- 
neſs both practicable and pleaſant; it gives us a 
Heart, and a Hand, and Ability to exerciſe ourſelves 
unto univerſal Godlineſs. 

CHRIST has performed all that was condition- 
ary for me, ſays Aſpaſio. Has he repented and 
« believed for you?” ſays Mr. Veſley; a Queſtion 
already anſwered in the Dialogues.— No; replies 
« Mr. Weſley, not anſwered, but evaded. He per- 
&« formed all that was conditionary in the Covenant 
« of Works, is nothing to the Purpcſe, for we are 
« not talking of that, but of the Covenant of Grace.” 
Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly 
miſtaken here, we are talking, at leaſt we ought to 
be talking of the Covenant of Works, when we 

talk 


ſome Remainders of Ungodlineſs, but influenced by 
Grace, they will conſtantly turn a deaf Ear to its Solici- 
tations, or reſolutely ſay Nay to its Demands, 
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talk of the Covenant, which CHRIST came un- 


der. It was a Covenant of Works to him, which, 
by his Execution of it, became a Covenant of Grace, 
for us. He became anſwerable for our Debt, the 
Debt was exacted without the leaſt Abatement. In 
this Reſpet GOD ſpared not his own Son. And is 
not this the Tenour, are not ſuch the Effects of a 
Covenant of Works! 

CHRIST is called the Surety of a better Cove- 
ant, that is, a Surety provided and admitted by a 
better Covenant: In this Peculiarity, infinitely mo- 
mentous and comfortable, the new Covenant is better, 
becauſe it brings in a Subſtitute, to diſcharge what 
was contracted under the old, which neither provided, 
nor allowed, nor knew any ſuch Thing. It is written, 
CHRIST was made under the Law ; therefore not 
under a Covenant of Grace. If you can ſhew me, 
in the Conſtruction of the Law, any Hint of Faith 
in the Merits of another, or any mention of repent- 
ance unto Life, I will retract my Opinion, that 
CHRIST performed whatever was conditionary ; 
I will do Honour to thoſe genteel Expreſſions, and 
ſubmit to thoſe cogent Arguments, ' Tis not true 
Tis nothing to the Purpoſe— Tis abſolutely falſe,” 

« If CHRIST's perte& Obedience be ours, we 
* have no more Need of Pardon than CARIST 
„ himſelf, The Conſequence is good, you have 
© ſtarted an Objection which you cannot anſwer.” 
AIs it anſwered in the Dialogues—Whether in a 
ſatisfactory, or inſufficient Manner, the Reader 
muſt determine. But ſuppoſe we admit the Conſe- 
quence; it implies no more, than the Apoſtle af- 
firms—By one Offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are ſanctiſied. Let me tranſcribe your own “* Ex- 
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plication of this Paſſage He hath done” (ob. 
ſerve, you yourſelf ſpeak of CHRIS T's doing; 
in this Place ny of CHRIS T's doing, yet I would 
not be ſo injurious to your good Senſe, as to imagine 
that you exclude his Suffering) “ all that was need- 
« ful, in order to their full Reconciliation with 
«© GOD.” This Expoſition I approve, as far as 
It goes, only you have omitted one very weighty 
Circumſtance, comprehended in the Word “ ever ;” 
by this doing and Suffering, Believers are fully and 


perfectly reconciled, not for a Day only, or for any 


particular Time, but for ever. "The Pardon is ir- 
revocable ; the Bleſſing unalienable. Not like the 
Moon, which now waxes, and anon wanes, but like 
the Sun, which is always the ſame ; ever ſhines with 
the ſame Plentitude of Rays; and needs only to ap- 
pear, in order to appear unchangcably bright. 

This reminds me of a more direct Anſwer to 
your Difficulty, The repeated Pardon, which Be- 
lievers implore, is only a Witneſs-bearing to the 
Truth, or a repeated Manifeſtation of it to our Con- 
ſciences, —Will you find Fault with this Doctrine ? 
Might you not, for the very ſame Reaſon, ſay, if the 
Atonement of CAHRIST's Death, was abſolutely 
perfect, there could be no Need of his Interceſſion 
at GOD's right Hand? Yes, for the actual Appli- 
cation of the great Atonement, and the continual 
Communication of its happy Fruits, this Interceſſion 
is neceſſary. So, though our Juſtification is com- 
plete, though our Sins have all been laid upon our 
LORD; and are not to be done away by ſome 
Duties of our own, but already done away by the Sa- 
crifice of HIMSELF; yet the Application of this 
Bleſſing, the Revelation of it to our Hearts, is daily, 
1 : hourly, 


r 
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hourly, inceſſantly needful. Therefore he faith, 
ſpeaking of his Vineyard the Church, I wil! water it 
every Moment.—W hereby ? In what Manner ? What 
ſpiritual Bleſſings correſpond with, watering the 
thirſty Soil? The Diſcovery of complete Pardon, 
of complete Acceptance, of complete Salvation in 
CHRIST. This will make the Soul like a watered 
Garden.—This will cauſe Joy and Holineſs to bloſ- 
ſom as a Roſe. | 
Both the Branches of the Law, the preceptive and 
the penal, in the Caſe of Guilt contracted, muſt be 
ſatisfied. © Not ſo.“ —If not, one of them mult 
paſs unſatisfied, and unfulfilled. Whereas, our 
LORD declares, that Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 
away, ſooner than one Fot, or one Tittle of the Law 
Hall fail of its Accompliſhment. Will you under- 
take to prove, either that the preceptive, or elſe that 
the penal Part of this Law, does not conſtitute fo 


much as one Jot or one Tittle cf its Contents? Then, 


and then only, your Aſſertion may conſiſt with our 
LORD's Declaration. This will be an Under- 
taking as adventurous as your next is difinge- 
nuous. 

« Not ſo, CHRIST by his Death alone (ſo our 
&« Church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the Sins of the 
„ whole World.” - By his Death alone, that is, in 
Contradiſtinction to all human Works, as efficient 
or adjutant Cauſes: Fully ſatisfied, that is, without 
having, and without needing the Concurrence of 


any human Satisfaction. It is ſpoken in Oppoſition 


to our Endeavours, not to his own moſt glorious 
Obedience. But do you really want to be informed 
that our Church means no ſuch Thing, as you would 
inſinuate? Have you never heard her profeſs, and 
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require to believe, what Apaſio maintains? If not, 
be pleaſed to read the Quotations from her Homilies, 
which he has produced, Vol. II. Pag. 316, 317 *. 
Read theſe, and I cannot but think, you have Mo- 
deſty enough to bluſh at an Attempt, to palm upon 
the Public, ſuch an apparent Miſrepreſentation of our 
venerable Mother, 

„The ſame great Truth is manifeſtly taught in 
c the xxxiſt Article.” —What? That CHRIST, 
by his Death alone, or by ſhedding his Blood alone 
without fulfilling the Law perfetily, ſatisfied for the 
Sins of the World! Then the Articles and the Ho- 
milies moſt flatly contradict one another. Upon this 
you aſk; © Is it therefore fair, is it honeſt, for any 
ce one to plead the Articles of our Church in De. 
c fence of abſolute Predeſtination? Indeed, Sir, 
I know not what you mean by this Interrogatory, 


or 


* As this Pamphlet may poſſibly fall into the Hands 
of ſome Perſons, who have not the Book, entitled Theron 
and 4/pafio? I will, for their Sakes, tranſcribe one of 
the Teſtimonies, to which we are referred. 

In the Homily concerning the Salvation of Mankind, 
we read the following Words,—** The Apoſtle toucheth 
« three Things, which muſt go together in Juſtification, 
«« On GOD's Part his great Mercy and Grace. On 
«© CHRIST's Part, the Satisfaction of G OD's Juſtice, 
© or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of 
«© his Body and ſhedding of his precious Blood, with 
« fulfilling of the Law perfectly. On our Part, true 
« and lively Faith in the Merits. of JESUS CHRIST, 
« which yet 1s not ours, but by GOD's Working in us.” 
You ſee, according to the Judgment of our Reformers, 
not only the Offering of CHRIST*s Body, and the Shed- 
ding of CHRIST“s Blood, but alſo his perfeQ fulfilling 
of the Law, are the adequate Price of our Redemption. 
Yet Mr. Veſiey is pleaſed to exclude the latter; and ven- 
tures to affirm that he has the Authority of our Church 
for ſuch an Opinion, and for ſuch a Practice. 


5 
| LET. g. REV. MR. WESLEY, 185 
or at what you aim. Does Aſpaſio plead the Arti- 
cles for any ſuch Purpoſe? Not that he ſhould be 
afraid, in Caſe there was an evident Occaſion, to 1 
advance ſuch a Plea, and perhaps might put Mr. 
Weſley to greater Difficulty than he is aware of, in E\ 
order to elude the Force of it.— But he does not in 
this Place come within View of the Point; nor fo 
much as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any Part 
of the three Volumes, does he once touch upon ab- 

ſolute Predeflination, much leſs does he plead the Ar- 
ticles of our Church in its Defence. So that your 
inferential Word “ therefore,” is a Concluſion with- 
out Premiſes. 

Aſolute Predeſtination is a Phraſe not to be 
found in all the Dialogues, or in any of the Letters, 
But it is a Phraſe which Mr. Weſley thinks to be 
alarming and diſguſting, on which Mr. //:/ley has 
learned to fay many horrible and ſhocking Things ; 
therefore be it right or wrong, be it true or falſe, 
Aſpaſio ſhall be charged with the obnoxious Expreſ- 
ſion.— When he mentions Predeſtination, it is in 
the very Words of Scripture ; without dwelling 
upon the Subject; without reſting his Cauſe upon 
tit; without attempting either to explain, or to eſta- 
> bliſh it. This he leaves, and ever will leave, to 

clearer Heads and abler Pens. —As to your “ abſo- 
« Jute,” this is not what Aſpaſio ſpeaks, but what 
Mr. Weſtey would make him ſpeak, a Word, which 
in this Connection he never uſed, nor ſo much as 
dreamt of uſing, for which Reaſon, I call it, not 
his, but yours. — May I not then retort your own 
Queſtion? And aſk, is it fair, is it honeſt, to put in- 
to your Friend's Mouth Words which he never uſed, 
and then exclaim againſt them ? 
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What follows in this Paragraph is prodigious in- 
deed, © Seeing the xviith Article barely defines the 
&« Term;“ that is, the Church does not believe l 
the Doctrine, nor require any ſuch Belief from her 14 
Members? Why then does ſhe ſelect it for one of 1 
the Articles? Why pronounce it agreeable to GOD's 
Word ? Why forbid Diſputation againſt it? Vity, 
but we had been acquainted with this fine Diſtinction 
when we were Students at Oxford—We then de. 
clared our Approbation of the academical Statutes ; 
we engaged to obferve them all, and confirmed our 
Engagement with an Oath. —But how eaſily might 
we have eluded the Obligation, it, when called up- 
on for Conformity and Obedience, this Salvo had 
come into our Heads; * The Univerſity does not in 
ce theſe Statutes, ſet forth our Duty, but barely de- 

« fines the Terms; ſhe does not inſiſt upon a Con- 

« formity, but only flouriſhes a little upon Terms, 
„and leaves us to obey or diſobey, as we ſhall feel |} 
„“ ourſelves inclined,” ». 

« Barely defines the Term, without either af- 
« firming or denying the Thing.“ How! Does 
ſhe not affirm the Thing? when ſhe ſtiles it an ex- 
cellent Benefit of GOD? Declares it to be full of 

feet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable Comfort to the God- . 
ly? That it greatly eftablijſhes and confirms their Faith | © 
of eternal Salvaticn, and fervently kindles their Love 
towards GOD? © Not affirm the Thing!“ - When 
ſhe expreſsly aſcribes ſuch Fruits and Conſequents to 
it! This is not only affirming, but affirming with 
the higheſt Approbation, like proclaiming the King, 
and placing the Crown upon his Head, 

In one Part of your Preſervative, yol enumerate, 
and very properly diſplay, what you call © the tive 
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« Benefits of Baptiſm.” Suppoſe a 2naker upon read- 
ing this Paſſage ſhould ſay,** Friend /Zzfley, thou barely 
« defineſt the Term, thou neither affirmeſt nor de- 
cc nieſt the 'Thing— This is no Proof that thou thy- 
c ſelf believeſt a Tittle of Water Baptiſm, or would- 
„ eſt have thy Readers believe the Reality of any 
& ſuch Ordinance.” Should the Yuaker argue thus, 
he would argue juſt like yourſelf, But I apprehend 
he would not be fo boldly difingenuous, he would 
rather confeſs ; © Friend 7% n doth certainly main- 
« tain and believe theſe Things; but his Opinion 
« js miſtaken, and his Arguments are inconclu— 
« ſive.” © The xxxiſt Article totally overthrows 
& Predeſtination, and razes it from the Foundation.“ 
If ſo, it makes one Article contradict another: Con- 
ſequently, weakens the Authority, and undermines 
the Credibility of them all. In this Article are two 
Points more particularly proper for our Enquiry, 
The great Salvation, and the Number of the Saved 
I cannot but query, whether you believe the former 
or rightly underſtand the latter; 

The great Salvatian, expreſſed in the following 
Words; „The Offering of CHRIST once made, 
© is that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Sa- 
&« tisfaction for all the Sins of the whole World, 
„ both original and actual.” If I take theſe Words 
as I am enjoined, in the literal and grammatical 
Senſe, I mutt believe, that CHRIST engaged to 
ſatisfy oftended Juſtice, for every Sin which I have 
committed, or {hall commit, throughout my whole 
Life. My paſt Sins at that Time, had no more Ex- 
iſtence, than my future Sins have at this Hour, but 


both were equally laid upon my LORD. 
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Having undertaken this greateſt of all Works, I 
muſt believe that he fully accompliſhed it; and ac. 
tually ſatisfied for all my Tranſgreſſions, of every 
Kind and every Date.—A Poſſibility, or mere Chance 
of being redeemed, can never be reckoned a perfect 
Redemption ; neither would our SAVIOUR have 
paid down a poſitive Price for a precious condi. 
tional Good, much leſs would he have paid an im- 
menſe, an infinite Price, upon a bare Uncertainty, 
whether it ſhould take any Effect, or ever obtain 
its deſired End—| believe therefore, that the Satiſ- 
faction is made for ne, that G OD has received the 
all- ſufficient Atonement in Behalf of all my Provo- 
cations, and that there is no more Ground of Con- 
demnation for me a vile Sinner, than there is Room 
for the Proſecution of an Inſolvent, all whoſe Debts 
are defrayed, even to the very laſt Mite. 

The Number of the Saved, expreſſed in thoſe 
Words—The Sins of the whole Norld. This I ac- 
knowledge to be the Language of Scripture ; and | 
promiſe myſelf you will bear with me, while I of- 


fer my Thoughts, concerning the Occaſion and the 


Import of ſuch Language. 

In the Antediluvian and Patriarchal Ages, the 
LORD JEHOV AH confined his Favour to a 
few particular Families. — When he formed his I/ 
rael into a commonwealth, he choſe them to him- 
ſelf, and ſeparated them from all other Nations. 
To them he gave his Oracles, his Ordinances and 
his Covenants, yea, he honoured and indulged them 
with his divine Preſence : In this the 1ſraelites glo- 


ried ; they appropriated this Priviledge to themſelves, 


and held other People at a Diſtance, looking upon 
them as Strangers, and without GOD in the World; 
hence 


Wy Ae - 


72 „ 2 Bon 3- EIY 


- . Y * . — 4 * 6 aa? 4 FY * * r 


a N S8 5 LEES 2 1 


LET. 9. REV. MR. WESLEY. 189 


hence that choſen Seed ſpares not to ſay, We are 
« thine ; thou never beareſt Rule over them; they 
« were not called by thy Name.” —At the Com- 
mencement of the MESSIAH's Kingdom, the 
LORD purpoſed to change the Scene, and vary 
the Diſpenſation, by admitting both Jeꝛos and Gen- 
tiles to an Intereſt in the great Salvation as they 
were equally chargeable with Sin, and equally liable 
to the Curſe, they ſhould now ſtand upon a Level ; 
be equally Sharers in that divine SAVIOUR, who 
ſubmits to be made Sin, and to be made a Curſe for 
both alike. This the HOLY GHOST expreſly 
and repeatedly promiſed, He (that is, the REDEEM. 
ER which is to come) /hall ſpeak Peace unto the Hea- 
then; His Dominion ſhall be from Sea, even to Sea, 
and from the River even to the End of the Earth, 
Notwithſtanding ſuch Prophecies, and ſuch Pro- 
miſes, our LORD himſelf, when he entered upon 


his Miniſtry, acted a diſcriminating Part, and kept 


up the Partition Wall; in Purſuance of that decla- 
ration, I am not ſent, but unto the loſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael. When he ſent forth his Diſciples 
to preach and to teach, he gave them alſo a Com- 
mand to ſhew the fame partial Regard; Go ye not 
into the May of the Gentiles, This Conduct of our 
LORD, both under the old Teſtament and the 
new, confirmed the Fews in their ſelf flattering No- 
tion, that they were, and ever ſhould be, a favourite 
Nation, and a peculiar People. The Gentiles on 
the other Hand, were no leſs diſcouraged ; appre- 
hending that as they were, ſo they ever ſhould be, 
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael. But in or- 
der to convince the Ferws of their Miſtake, in claim- 
ing the Bleſſing of Abraham to themſelves, and in 

9 order 
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order to aſſure the poor diſcarded Gentiles that they 
ſhould be Fellow Heirs and of the ſame Body; our 
LORD, in his laſt Charge to his Apoftles, alters 
the Stile of his Commiſſion, and enlarges the Sphere 
of their ſeveral Departments. It is now no longer, 
Go not into the May of the Gentiles, but quite the re- 
verſe, Go teach all Nations, all the World, yea, and 
every Creature, whoſoever believeth, whether Jer or 
Gentile, ſhall be ſaved. 

Still the Fewws were hardly induced to give the right 
Hand of Fellowſhip to their Brethren the Gentiles— 
For St Peter cries, with ſome Indignation; Not /, 
LORD. Still the Gentiles, hardly perſuaded that 
they ſhould be Partakers of the Grace, reaſoned 
againſt themſelves; The LORD bath utterly ſeba— 
rated me from his People. — Therefore the LORD, 
to intercept all the deſponding Objections of the /at- 
ter, and to bring down the high diſdainful Imagina- 
tions of the former, declares in a Variety of Places, 
that the Difference no longer ſubſiſts, that CHRIST 
has thrown down the Partition Wall, and laid all 
plain and common, and free. — Though the giving 
of the Law pertained to [/rae! only, the LORD 
JESUS gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL PEOPLE. 
Though the paſchal Lamb extended its Influence 
only to the Circumciſion, the LAMB of GOD is 
a Propitiation for the Sins of the whale IVarld, even 
though it be not circumciſed. And now GOD 
would have all Men, whether bond or free, Ferws 
or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be ſaved, by 
coming unto the Knowledge of the Faith. 

This Account gives us the true Cauſe, and points 
out the intended Uſe, of tuch univerſal Phraſes. 
They are calculated to abate the Pride of the Jews, 
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to encourage the deſpiſed Gentiles, and by excluding 
none, they give Encouragement for a to come, be- 
cauſe, though every individual Perſon will not be 
faved, yet whoſoever cometh ſhall in 19 wiſe be caſt out. 
—By this Interpretation, the Phraſe 1s neither in- 
conſiſtent with other Texts, ncither does our Church 
contradict herſelf. 

Upon the whole, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
I mould never had touched upon this Subject, had 
not your Objections, far fetched and forced as they 
are, given me a kind of Challenge. And now I 
bave touched upon the Subject, it is not as a Cham- 
pion for the Cauſe, but only to thew the Weakneſs 
and the Inconſiſtency of your arguing, how little 
you avail yourſelf even on a Point, where you think 
Oppoſition vain, and your Arm irreſiſtible, 

« Believers, who are notorious 'I ranſgreſfors, in 
« themſelves, have a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST.” 
this Paſſage you ſelect as faulty, I preſume, be- 
cauſe it is oppoſite to your favourite Tenet, * Per. 
&« fection in perſonal Holineſs.” — By notorious, I 
mean acknowledged, confeſſed, indiſputably ſuch, If 
you are not ſuch a Tranſgreſſor, why do you daily 
conſeſs yourſeli © a miſerable Sinner?“ Why do you 
acknowledge, that you are “ tied and bound with 
& the Chain of your Sins,“ and declare before all 
Men, that “ there is no Health in you?“ All this 
Mr. Veſley peaks with his Lips, and I would hope 
believes in his Heart, Yet all this does not amount 
« to a notorious | ranſgrefior,” Pray then, good Sir, 
inform us, what Sort of Pranſgreſſor is deſcribed by 
all theſe Expreſſions. 

You cry out, O Syren Song!“ The Pfalmiſt 
would have taught you a better Exclamation. If 
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this is the Caſe, let us rejoice with trembling=Are 
we notorious Tranſgreſſors in Ourſelves ? The Con- 
ſciouſneſs of this is the ſtrongeſt Motive to Humili. 
ty—Have we a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST? 
The Belief of this is an abundant Source of Joy, 
When you add “ pleaſing Sound to James Wheatly ! 
« Thomas Williams! James Relly!” J am quite 
aſhamed of your Meanneſs, and grieved at your un- 
charitable Raſhneſs. How unworthy is ſuch a Pro. 
cedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriſtian, or 
the Man of Senſe! Unworthy the Gentleman, to 
ſtigmatize by Name, and expoſe to the moſt public 
Infamy. Unworthy the Chriſtian, whoſe Charity 
concealeth, rather than divulgeth and proclaimeth 
upon the Houſe Tops.—Unworthy the Man of 
Senſe, who knows that the Miſcarriages of a Pro- 
feſlor, are no Argument againſt the Soundneſs of a 
Doctrine; if they were, would not your own Prin- 
ciples totter? Nay, how could Chriſtianity itſelf 
ſtand ? 


Elijah failed in his Reſignation, and even Moſes 
himſelf ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips. “It is 
6 true, ſays Mr. J/:/ley. But if you could likewiſe 
« fix ſome Blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved 
„ Daniel, it would prove nothing.” I have no De- 
ſire to fix a Blot, but if I find it in the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Character, this proves the Propoſition, which 
Aſpaſio maintains; That the very beſt of Men 
<« fall ſhort, that the very beſt of Men will be found 
« guilty, if tried by the righteous Law—T hat the very 
* beſt of Men, have nothing more to plead for Ac- 
% ceptance with the HIGH and HOLY one; than 
the Criminal, who Yeſterday murdered his Be- 
„ nefactor; To-morrow is to be executed for his 


« Crime, 
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« Crime, and is now flying to the Redemption that 
$K js in CHRIST FESUS jor the Chief of 
“ Sinners.” 

« No Scripture teaches that the Holineſs of Chriſ- 
te tians is to be meaſured by that of any Jew.” I 
ſhould be afraid to advance ſuch a Poſition, after 
having read that general Exhortation, Be) ye * Followers 
of them, who thr wb Faith and Patience inherit the 
Promiſes ; and thole more particular Retcrences to 
the antient Saints, compriſed in the eleventh Chapter 
to the Hicbrews, Were not they Vetus? Does not 
the Apoſtle propoſe them as Patterns for our Imita- 
tion? Is not this his Language, let vs allo in Con- 
formity to their Practice ?—The Spirit of CHRIST 
was in them; and “ they obtained (even from the 
e ſupreme JUDGE) a good Report.” Agrecably to 
this divine "Teſtimonial, we are directed to learn 
from Abel, a fiduciary Dependence on the great 
Atonement, and from Enoch, a Life of Commu— 
nion with a reconciled GOD. The Prophets are 
recommended to our Contemplation, as Examples 
4 of ſuffering Affliction, and of Patience.” EA. 
Jah is ſet before us as an Inſtance of perfevering and 
ſucceſsful Prayer: and we are directed to walk in 
the Steps of our Fatner Abraham's Faith. This was 
the Counſel of an Apoſtle to others; this was the 
Aim of an Apoſtle with regard to himſelf; therefore 
I think, it can never be unworthy of you, or unfit 
for the moſt advanced among your Diſciples. For 
my Part, I ſhall reckon myſelf truly happy; I ſhall 
* bleſs the Day, whereon I was born; if I may but 
be enabled to follow the Footſteps of the illuſtrious 
Leaders, though 
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That Chriſtians ought to riſe above the Level of the 
common ers, I freely own. Mr. Veſley's Miſtake 
ſeems to lay in confounding the common with the un- 
common, in not difcerning the Difference between 
any and every; between ſome and all. Some Fews 
were bleſſed with extraordinary Endowments, they 
had diſtinguiſhed Communications of the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Holineſs, They were as the“ Stones 
© of a Crown, lifted up as an Enfign upon his 
« Land.” Their great Atchievements and eminent 
Attainments are deſcribed in the aforementioned 
Chapter, which may truly be ſtiled the Gllen Le- 
gend; great Things impoſhble to Fleſh and Blood, 
they both performed and ſuffered. Such as characte- 


riſe a Saint of the higheſt Rank, — To imitate theſe 


is the Duty of 4 Chriſtians; to equal them is the 
Privilege of few. 

Let me illuſtrate this Sentiment; the Reader, I 
apprehend, will hardly think it needs Confirmation. 
Every Graduate in the Univerſity, much more every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, ought to exceed the School 
Boy in Learning and Knowledge—Yet there have 
been School Boys with whom few Miniſters, and 
fewer Graduates, will venture to compare them— 
ſelves. A recent Inſtance of this Kind, we have 
in the famous Baratier. This wonderful Youth 
when he was but four Years old, ſpoke French to 
his Mother, Latin to his Father, High Dutch to his 

Jald. At the Age of fix, he explained the Helrew 
Text, as ready as if it had been his native German. 
When other Lads are ſcarce able to read with Flu— 
ency and Propriety their Mother Tongue, he was 
not only acquainted with, but Maſter of, five ſeve- 
ral Languages, In his Eleventh Year he publiſhed a 

learned 
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learned Latin Diſſertation, and tranſlated a Book of 
Travels, out of Hebrew into French. While a mere 
Boy he was qualified to diſpute with Profeſſors of the 
Sciences, was honoured with a Seat at an Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Synod, and admitted to the Degree of Doctor 
in Philoſophy. Upon this Narrative I ſhall only 
obſerve, that many of the Fews, whoſe Names are 
immortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in God- 
lineſs, and all that is exemplary, ſo many Baratiers. 

«© Do not the beſt of Men frequently feel Diſor- 
& der in their Affections? Do they not often com- 
& plain, when I would do good, Evil is preſent 
« with me?” © I believe not.” What a Proof is 
here! How well ſuited ro its Office; which is to 
controul the Current, and over-rule the Evidence of 
ancient and modern Conſent. But why don't you 
believe what Aßpaſio ſuppoſes? Is your Diſbelicf 
grounded on Fact? Are you acquainted with an! 
People, who feel no Diſorder in their Affections? 
Who always do good in the completeſt Manner? 
And never have Evil preſent with them ? If fo, 
what are their Names? Where do they live? We 
would go many Miles to fee them. You have no 
Averſion to the Mention of Names, when Cenſure 
is the Motive, and public Diſgrace the Effect, why 
thould you be fo reluctant, when Honour and diſtin- 
guiſhed Reſpect would be the Conſequence ? 

Do they not ſay, we groan, being burdened with 
the Workings of inbred Corruption? “ This 
« 1s not. the Meaning of the Text, The whole 
“Context ſhews the Cauſe of that Groaning was 
< their longing to be with CHRIST.” You need 
not on this Occaſion rummage the Context, or take 
a Journey to find what is at your Door, The Sen- 

O 2 tence 
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tence itſelf ſhews, as plainly as Words can ſhey, 
the Cauſe of their Groaning. We groan, it is not 
ſaid becauſe we long to be with CHRIST, This 
might be a Truth; but this is not the Cauſe af. 
ſigned, <* We groan becauſe we are burdened,” 
Burdened with what? Aþaſio anſwers, with a Body 
of Sin and Death, or with what the Apoſtle him. 
ſelf ſtiles 2 ble. This, whatever it means, was 
the Load that encumbered them, oppreſſed them, 
and made them figh ardently for Deliverance. 
Does not this ſignify all the Infirmities and Diſorder: 
of the Parten mortal State? Among which the ſad 
Effects of inbred Corruption, are none of the leaſt. 
Theſe gave thoſe magnanimous, but pious Souls, 
more Uneaſineſs than all other Kinds of Affliction 
whatever “*. 

The Cure of Sin will be perfected in Heaven. 
ce Nay, ſurely in Paradiſe.” —þa/fo knows no 
Difference between Paradiſe and Heaven; Paradis 
is the Kingdom where CHRIST reigns; and 
not this Heaven? Paradiſe is the Region where the 
Tree of Life grows; and is not this Heaven? Hez- 
ven denotes the Place, Paradiſe deſcribes its Na. 
ture, a Place of r en Bliſs and abſolute Per- 
tection, where is the Fulneſs of Joy and Plea— 

ſure 


* © Ve groan, being burdened, with a Senſe of our 
6 ſpiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings of in- 
«« bred Corruption.” This is 4/pa/to's Interpretation. 
We groan, being burdened with numberleſs Infirm:- 
4c ties, Temptations and Sins,” This is Mr. Weſry'3 
Interpretation in his Expoſitory Notes on the New Ieſ- 
tament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.— 
It is ſaid, I think of Iſhmael; His Hand will be agarn/l 
every Man. Mr. I ee goes a Step farther. His Hand 
is againlt £/7/7/f, as well as againit every Body elle, 
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fire for evermore.— However, if it can be proved, 
PZ that they are different Abodes, and imply different 
States *; then Aſpaſio would be underſtood to ſay, 
| the Cure of Sin is completed in Paradiſe; or as ſoon 
; as the Believer drops his Fleſh, and enters the 1nvi- 
F ſible World. 
| This (a perſect Conformity to GOD) is a no- 
ble Prerogative of the beatikc Viſion. No;“ 
| } ſays Mr. Leſey. Though St. 7% one would 
| * think, had ſettled and aſcertained this Point beyond 
all Contradiction—/772 ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
| fee him, as be is.—“ We ſhall,” which intimates, 
that at preſent we are not perfectly like him“ For,” 
* which denotes the efficient Caule of this Advance=- 
* ment and Felicity ; this complete Transformation 
into the divine Image“ We ſhall fee him,” no 
longer through a Glals, but Face to Face, We 
ſhall receive the cleareſt Manifeſtation of his ineffa- 
ble Holineſs and Glory, which will have juſt the 
ſame Effect upon our Souls as the imprinted Seal has 
upon the melting Wax. 

« It would then come too late. If Sin remains 
« in us till che Day of Judgment, it will remain 


O 3 6 in 


* St. Paul, I am aware, ſpeaks of Heaven and ſpeaks 
of Paradiſe, 2 Cor. xii. 2. 4. So does David ſpeak of 
riſing up into the Hill of the LORD, and of ftanding in his 
holy Place. — But as the ſame Thing, though variouſly 
expreſſed, is meant by the P/almi/t, J think we may not 
unreaſonably underſtand the Apoſtle in the ſame Manner. 
If they had been different Habitations, methinks he 
would have mentioned Paradi/e firſt, and then the third 
Heavens. Otherwiſe he tells the Story but aukwardly ; 
for he firſt mentions his Arrival at the third Heavens, and 
then at Paradiſe, that is, according to- Mr. Je/ley ; firit 
he was led into the Preſence, and then introduced to the 
Ante-Chamber, 


eee 


= 
_ — 
- —— —— 
- — 


— \ 
— — "2 W 
882 * * 


— 


— —— — —— —— — 


i 
7 
1 


1 
Mt 
l 
4 
M1. 
0 
"7 


— 


— — 


— 
- 2 
— — - - * 


— — 
— 


2 — 


— ——üͤU—ÿüä . 
y A = 
_ - * MT. - 

_ 2 P * 

— 


— 


d * OY 
4 
— 


. — 
— 8 — — 


. 
— — — 
* 


—— 
* — - 
-— —_ K 


oe, 


— 


. - 4 oY 
... 7 EEE, COTE 


* m 
1 — 
_— Þ— — —_— — . * 
a 12 —— — — 


- >. o_ 
— * — 
— 2 


Pro ˙— p WW * WII T7 


— 


T = A 
LS — 
of 


Rd _—_ * 
— © > 
* E 
A * P 4 4 - #4 . 
23 ” - — —— > = 


"—_— 


— — 


— 


1 — 


— — 


OTE =O — ——— — 
Jn 2 0 » _— — Sn — 
2 — —— — 


cal Word “ really.“ 
neſs does really conſiſt in being free from vin, 
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& in us for ever.”— You ſuppoſe, that the beatife 
Viſion is not enjoyed, till the Day of Judgment, 
But in this you ſeem to err, not knowing the Scrip. 
ture, I have a Defire, ſays the Apoſtle, to be di. 


folved—And what is the Conſequence, the imme. 


diate Conſequence of Diſſolution? To be with 
CHRIST, in his Preſence ; before his Throne; 

and is not this the beatific Viſion? Willing (fays the 
ſame inſpired Writer) to be abſent from the Body, ani 
preſent with the LORD. — Here is no Hint of any 
intermediate State, but the very Moment in which 
the Saints depart from their Bodies, they are preſent 
with the LORD; and if with the LORD, then 
in the higheſt Heavens; then at the Fountain Head 
of Felicity; then amidſt the beatific Viſion.— To 
Heaven Elijab was conveyed in his fiery Chariot; 
and into Heaven the firſt Martyr was received by his 
compaſſionate SAVIOUR.— Neither of them waited 
in ſome intervening Manſion, as a Kind of Lzbby to 
the Heaven of Heavens, This is the Popz/h Notion, 
and very cloſ ly connected with the Chimera of Pur- 
gatory ; ſo cloſely connected, that if you take away 
the fermer, the latter diops into nothing.—-I am 
ſorry, your Opinions, Sir, are ſo much like the Er- 
rors of the Mun of Sin. 

Our preſent Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being 
free from Sin. I really think it does.” Spoke 
like Mr. Hy. think,“ is ſtill the Argumentum 
Palmarium. 1 think,“ is the heavy 3 
which is to demeliſh Brigades at a Blow, only here 
it is ſtrengthened and enforced by that emphati- 
— ut if cur preſent Bleſſed- 
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where are your bleſſed Perſons? We may truly ſay, 
Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vo. VIRG. 


No; this can hardly be ſaid, Virgil's Delcription is 
too full, inſtead of ſeeing a very few, here and there 
one, popping up their Heads, in the great and wide 
Ocean of the World; we are not able to find fo 
much as an Individual; ſhew us one, only one of theſe 
Angels in Fleſh and Blood, and it ſufficeth us, 
Whereas, if you perſiſt in maintaining your „in 
perfe&ion, yet cannot produce a ſingle Inſtance, to 
exemplify your Notion, will you not give too juſt a 
Handle for that ſarcaſtic Reflection, uſed on another 
Occaſion ? 


IWith WWitnsfes many this Cauſe did abound, 
Vith fome that were hang'd, and ſome that were drown'd, 
And fome that were loft, and ſome never found. 


Theſe are Appaſio's Words -“ It (our preſent 
« Imperfection) perpetually reminds us of a moſt 
% important Truth, that our preſent Bleſſedneſs 
conſiſts, not in being free from all Sin, but in 
having no Sin imputed to us.“ He took particular 
Care to guard his Meaning from Miſconſtruction, by 
adding the Word al: Leſt this Word, becauſe it is 
little of Stature, ſhould be overlooked, he printed it 
in /talics, But all this Precaution is thrown away 
upon Mr. //*f{y. He takes no Notice of this ſame 
little Word; nay, he ſhuts it entirely out of his 
Quotation; as though he ſhould ſay, „Where is 
* the Harm of clapping under the Hatches ſuch a 
* puny inſignificant Monoſyllable? I would have ir 
* to Know, I ſhall ere long turn adrift more plump 
« and portly Words than that.“ 


O 4 Aſpalio 


cc 


p 
Tm $ 
j 
'Y " 
F 
* 


— X . 
„ » = 
— 
—ů 2 


— oy — 


— 
. Rn; rs 


2 — — 
— — - — * 
— — —U—— — — oo — «<A. —4Y — — — 
a > - * — * 
* 


— — 


* 
* 
14 
. U 
U 
LES 
4 
| 
- 
+4 1. 
Ul 
7 1 0 
4 N 
1 : 
* 
* 
MW 
Ls b 
” wh 
mn 
. 
4F\ 
AV 
1 . 
1 
9 
4 


— 
* 


S — — 


200 LETTERS TO THE - LET, 9. 


Aſpaſio alſo took Care to confirm his Sentiment; 
by a Reference to Scripture, he ſupported himſelf by 
the Authority of King David. - Mr. FZefley having a 
little while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures 
to contrad! * the royal Pjalm/t, Bleſſed, (ſays the 
Pſalmiſt) is ihe Man- Who is free from Sin? Who 
is perfectly ſanctified? This is not tne Doctrine, 
which the ſweet Singer of Iſruel teaches, but bleſled 
is he, whoſe Tranſgreſſen is forgiven, whoſe Sin is co 
vered, Deeply impreſled, and quite charmed, with 
the Contemplation of this moſt ſubſtantial Happineſs, 
the ſacred Writer proclaims it; repeats it; yes, a 
third Time he celebrates it; crying out with Ardour 
of Joy, Bleſſed is the Man, unto whom the LORD 
imputeth no Iniquity *. (Neither that Iniquity which 
was formerly committed, nor that which {till de- 
files +.) Bleſſed indeed! May I live under 'a firm 
Perſuaſion of my own particular Intereſt, in this 
unſpeakable Privilege! May I find it made good to 
my Soul, at the univerſal Judgment! Then let 
others nke the Kingdoms of this World, and all the 
Glory of them.—And as for Aſpaſio, he may reckon 
his Credit fate, and his Opinion fully authoriſed, 
while he eſpouſes the Doctrine, and uſes the very 
Words of the unerring SPIRIT, 

„If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chriſ- 
* tian Believers,” hat an Aſſertion is here! Her- 
tion, for J dare not call it a Truth. — If it was, who 
then could be ſaved? Not one of a thouſand; not 
two of a Million; no, nor Mr. 7% Medley himſelt, 

| lince 
fal. xxxii. 1, 2. Should any Objection ariſe from the 


next Sentence, * Re ader may fee it anticip: ted, and 
ſuperſeded, in 7 heren and Apaſio. Vol. I. pag. 289, 290. 


+ Pfal. xv. 3. 
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ſnce out of his own Mouth he ſtands condemned, 
He makes this Acknowledgment, concerning him— 
ſelf and his Followers, „We know by melancholy 
« Experience what it is to neglect Works of Nigh- 
& teouſnceſs.” To corroborate his Confemon, he 
adds, „We know and feel by melancholy Experi- 
« ence, what it is to ſwerve from our firſt Love. 
e We feel by Experience.“ — He is willing to 
run the Hazard of Tautology, rather than any 
ſhould ſuſpect the Sincerity and 'I'ruth of his 
Proteſtation.— And can you after ſuch a Confeſſion, 
after ſuch a Proteſtation, pretend to be free from Sin? 
Is all this, which vou know of yourſelf, and fe! by 
Experience, conſiſtent with Were State? Juſt as 
much as a Lethargy is conſiſtent with the Vigour of 
Health, or a ſhameful Figbt with a glorious Factory. 
See, Sir, how you are entangled 1n your own Net, 
how, without being cnaſed by an Enerav, you run 
yourleif aground. "Nor will all your Dexterity, ſo 
long as you avow fuch palpable Inconſiſtencies, be 
able to ſet you clear. 

Lou attempt to confirm your Opinion by the 
Apoſtle's Declaration; Being made free from Sin. — 
But he and Vou mean different Things by the ſame 
Words He means being freed from the Dominion of 
Sin- This is agrecable to his own Explanation, Sin 
(ov xypievo:s) shall not lord it over you—lt may 


aſjauit you; it may baraſs you; it may gain 
ſome Alvantage over you; but it ſhall not obtain a 
ful Victory, nor play the Tyrant over you. To the 
Expedience and Neceſſity of this Freedom, ir ever 


we would approve ourſelves Diſciples of CHRIST, 


or Chriſtians indeed, I readily fubſcribe—W hereas, 
you mean being freed from the very Remainders of Sin. 
e Havi img 
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4 Having a Purity (*tis your own Explanation) free 
& from all Mixture of its Contrary, and a Reſigna- 
ec tion excluding every Degree of Self- will.“ Againſt 
the Exiſtence, or the Poſſibility of this Freedom, fo 
long as we ſojourn in a Body of Fleſh, I enter my 
Proteſt, 

If we were perfect in Piety, CHRIS T's prieſtly 
Office would be ſuperſeded. © No, we ſhould {till 
© need his Spirit, and conſequently his Interceſſion.“ 
But were we perfect, we ſhould receive the Spirit 
without an Interceſlor—An Interceflor implies an 
Alienation between the two Parties ; or fomething 
which, without the Intervention of a third Perſon, 
would create Alienation. —T he prieſtly Office, whe- 
ther of atoning, or of interceding, is founded on a 
State of Guilt, to this it bears an eſſential and inva- 
rrable Relation. Does CHRIST exerciſe his prieſtly 
Office in Behalf of Angels? No, becauſe they excel 
in Strength, and are perfect in Holineſs— Will 
CHRIST exerciſe his prieſtly Office, when all his 
Saints are received into Glory? No, becauſe then 
there will be an abſolute Conſummation both in 
Body and Soul, both in Righteouſneſs and Happi- 
nels, and the mediatorial Kingdom be delivered up 
to the FATHER.—Did CHRIST exerciſe his 
prieſtly Office before Adam fell? No, becauſe Sin 
had no Exiſtence then, and then the Language was, 
Let Man be bleſſed; not, Deliver him from going down 
mto the Pit. 

The Objections laid to my Charge in this Para- 
eraph, and the whole Side of the Leaf, proceed upon 
your favourite Notion ; Perfection of Holineſs, even 
while we continue in Houſes of Clay. As I look 
upon your Foundation to be a mere Deluſion, I muſt 
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of courſe conclude, all that you build upon it to be 


chimerical and deluſory; therefore, till you prove 
your Suppoſition, I have no Reafon to concern my- 
ſelf with any of your Conſequences deduced from 
it, or with any of your Allegations relating to it. 
On one Clauſe, however, let me beſtow a flight 
Animadverſion. 

Ajpaſio ſays, a Senſe of remaining inbred Corrup- 
tion will reconcile us to Death; Mr. Meſley replies, 
Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do this 
like perfect Love.” —Here I think you have miſ- 
ſed the Mark, Nothing can reconcile us to Death 
but that which takes away its Sting; and this is 
done only by the Atonement of CHRIST. No- 
thing can reconcile us to Death but that which de- 
livers us from its Terror, and this is effected only 
by the Sacrifice of our great HIGH-PRIEST, 
which has converted the King of Terrors, into a 
Meſtenger of Peace: Nothing can reconcile us to 
Death, but that which makes it deſirable to depart, 
and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly owing 
to him who died for us, that whether we wake or 
ſleep, we ſhould live together with him. 

Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile 


him to Death, ſo much as a believing View of the 


LORD's CHRIST, ſeeing GOD made Fleſh ; 
ſeeing him as his own SAVIOUR, he was enabled 
not only to acquieſce in the Summons, but to wel- 
come it as a Neliverance—He was enabled to ſay 
with Compoſure and Complacency, LORD, now 
lettefl thou thy Servant depart in Peace Not becauſe I 
am weary of this imperfect State; not becauſe I am 
perfect in divine Love; but becauſe mine Eyes have 
ſeen thy Salvation. — Though you may not like to imi- 

| tate 
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tate a Veto, I moſt heartily with for myſelf; let me 
die t e De eath of this moſt venerable Hebre: WW, and le 
my latter End be like his! 

If you ſtill perſiſt in your Opinion, that nothing 
can reconcile you to Diſlolution like the imagined 

Perfection of your Love, not the Blond by which 
the Saints overcame z not the Rig ac by which 
they reign in Liſe; not the Grace and Power, which 
have ſwallowed up Death in Victory; I muſt then 
caution you to take heed leſt you crois, or attempt 
to croſs the River, in the Boat of vain Confidence. 
You have abridged, If I miſtake not, the Pilgrim's 
Progreſs, thereiore can be at no loſs to underſtand my 
Meaning, 

One Clauſe, I faid—3ut 1 correct myſelf— There 
is another, ſo very extraordinary, that you might 
juſtly charge me with Inattention little ſhort of Stu- 
pidity, if i ſhould pals it over without Notice. Thele 
are the Words“ If we were perfect in Piety (St. 
& John's Word is, perfect in 2 we ſhould ſtill 
& be encompaſied with Infirmitics, and liable to Miſ- 
& takes, from which Word or Actions, might fol- 
& low, even though the Heart was all Love, which 
& were not exactly right.“ 

This is ſtrange! Wondrous ftra ange indeed! 
Perſed, yet encompaſied with Infirmities!“ Per- 
ſect, “ yet doing Actions, and baking Words not 
exactly right!” You are as ſingular in your 7Jea, 
as you are ſtrenuous for the Dectrine of Perfection. — 
I know not any Proteſtant Writer that pretends: to 
maintain the latter, yourſelf only excepted ; and 
to the former, | think it could never enter into the 
Head of any 1 ning living, but Mr. eſley's only. 
Perfect, yet encompaſſed with Infirmities,“ is juſt as 
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Gund Divinity, as true, yet addicted to lying, is 
ſound Morality. | 
This 1s not the worſt Property of your Notion of 
Perfection, that it is abſurd and el-contradidtory, 
A Sentiment may be aiſurd, yet not very pernicious. 
But this is an Error of the moſt malignant Kind, 
this was at the Bottom of the Phariſees Pride, and 
ſpirited them on to feck juſtitcation by the Works 
of the Law; they knew iull well, that their Obedi- 
ence was not complete, it did not come up to their 
ſacred and cxalted Standard, but they had learnt to 
ſoften and extenuate their Diſobed! tence, into Mat- 
ters © not exactly right.“ — This is the Cauſe, why 
People profeſſing Chi Rianitr ty, fee no LV orm or Come=- 
lineſs in CHRIST, fo as to deitre him, with De- 
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& the Syren Song, they lull their Souls into an In- 
ſenfibil lity of their ruined State, and a Diſregard of 
the A afteien REDEEMER, 

Curſed (ſays the Law) i cvery one that continuecth 
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ance hereafter? The Apoſtle would probably chaſ- 
tiſe the Author, or Abettor of "fach a Conceit, in the 
following Manner; 1780 thou know, O vain 
„ Man, that what thou callcſt a Matter “ not ex- 
„ actly right,“ is moſt horribly odious in the Eye 
c of GOD's infinite Purity; deſerves eternal Death 
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ac the Eſtimate of his infinite Juſtice; and could 


« never have been pardoned but by the atoning 
« Death of his infinitely majeſtic Son!“ 

«© Encompaſſed with Infirmities, yet the Heart all 
& Love! Words and Actions not exactly right, yet 
« the Man all Perfection!“ Theſe are all Paradoxes 
which I never faw equalled, only in the Writings 
of ſome high-flown Papiſts. Mr. Wei y's Words are 
not far from a I ranſlation, they are to a Nicety the 
denſe, of thoſe very offenſive Paſſages, which I meet 
with in a Couple of Popith Zealots. Andradius, In- 
terpreter of the Council of Trent, writes thus; 
« Venialia peccata * tam ſunt minuta & levia, ut 
non adverſentur perfectioni charitatis, nec im- 
pedire poſſunt perfectam aut abſolutam obedien- 
tiam.“ - Lindenus, another Champion for the ſame 
bad Cauſe, expreſſes himſelf in a more elegant, but 
in no leſs ſhocking a Manner; „4 Levicula vitiola 
© lapſuum quotidianorum, aſpergines & nævulæ 
„ ſunt: quæ per ſe non maculant & contaminant, 
&« fed quaſi pulviſculo leviter aſpergunt vitam chriſti- 
« anam: ut nihilominus tamen per ſe ſint perſecta, 
& & undique immaculata Renatorum opera in hac 


* vita.” —If Mr. Veſiay pleaſes to conſider theſe 
Paſſages, 


cc 
60 


cc 


* Venial Sins are ſo minute and trivial, that they do 
not oppole the Perfection of our Love, nor can they hin- 
der our Obedience from being abſolutely perfect. 


The little trifling Faults which are owing to our daily 
Slips or Miſtakes, are like Specks, or almoſt impercepti- 
ble Moles upon the Body, which of themſelves do not 
ſtain or defile; but as it were, with ſmall Particles of 
fine Duſt, lightly ſprinkle the Chriſtian Life; ſo that 
nevertheleſs the Works of the Regenerate may be of them- 


ſelves perfect, and in all Reſpects immaculate, even in 
this Life, 
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Paſſages, I hope, he will be induced to alter his 
Phraſe, and reQify his Notions. —If he pleaſes to 
tranſlate theſe Paſſages, his Followers may have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing, how nearly he approaches to 
ſome of the worſt Errors of Popery. And may 
hence be admoniſhed, not to imbibe, without due 
Examination, his Doctrines; nor ſubmit, with an 
implicit Credulity, to his Dictates. 

„ The Charges of the Law are all anſwered,” — 
At this Sentence Mr. Veſley is highly offended, As 
the Lion is ſaid to laſh himſelf into Rage, ſo my Ob- 
jector ſtirs himſelf up into a graceful Indignation ; 
ſtirs himſelf, for there is nothing in the Paſſage, or 
in the Context, to awaken ſuch a Flame of Zeal. 
It Mr. I eſiey had underſtood 4/pa/iv, according to 
the whole Tenour of his Diſcourſe, there would 
have been no Room for bringing Count Zinzendorf 
upon the Carpet, nor for making that injurious 
Concluſion, “then neither GOD nor Man, can claim 
any Obedience io the Law." — This is what A pa 
means: The Claims of the Law, as a Covenant of 
Works—T he Claims of the Law, as being the Con- 
dition of Life and Glory The Claims of the Law, 
as requiring perfect Obedience on Pain of eternal 
Death. Theſe Claims are all ſatisfied by our moſt 
bleſſed and gracious SURET Y.—if nor, they are ſtill 
incumbent upon us, and upon cvery Child of Man, 
A Burden this, which neither we rar cur Fathers 
were able to bear, which, heavier than the Sands of 
the Sea, would have ſunk us all into the nethermoſt 
Hell.— This Doctrine, therefore, is not“ #17190 
& mianiſn without a Maik,” but it is the Doctrine 
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of Rizhtcouſneſs without Mors *, and of Jullification 
without the Deeds of the Law g. 
&« Then neither GOD nor Man can claim an 
« Obedience to the Law.” Yes, GOD Almighty 
may, and GOD Almighty does claim our Obedi- 
ence to the Law; as a Rule of Life, he requires a 
Conformity to its Precepts, as to the Image of him- 
ſelf; he demands a Performance of its Duties, as tho 
Means of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying 
Submiſſion to his Authority. And none will be ſo 
readily diſpoſed, none will be ſo effectually enabled, 
to obey the whole Law; as thoſe who fee themſelves 
made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST, 
who are thercby delivered from that tremendous 
Curſe, denounced on all Ungodlineſs and Unrighte- 
ouſneſs of Men. | 
Aſpaſio thus exhorts his Friend—Let me deſire you 
to imagine, rather may the bleiied SPIRIT enable 
you to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through 
the Death of FZSUS CHRIST. That a Righ- 
teouſneſs is given you, by Virtue of which you may 
have free and welcome Acceſs to GOD.” — “ This 
te is not ſcriptural Language,” fays Mr. I/efley. 
Therefore it cannot be found Doctrine, is his Way 
of arzuing. Harmleſs enough I muſt own. But 
what follows is not quite ſo modeſt, “ 1 would 
& imply ſay;“ and ſurely what I would fay, muſt be 
wnexceptionatly right. 3 DIS is the Concluſion we are to 
make; otherwiie what you alicoge, is of no Weight 
at ail, ** I would fimpiy ſay, By him we have Ac- 
& ceis to the TAT HER.“ This is beyond all 
Objection, propsr.—lt is taken from the Apoſtle; 
and it includes what a expreſſes.— The Apoltic's 
Language 


* Rom. iv, 6. + Rom, iii, 28. 
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Language is the Ingot of Gold; Appaſios Sentiment 
is a Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten from it. Me- 
thinks before I diſmiſs this Topic, I would defire 
you to turn back a Moment, and reconſider what 
you have affirmed—Your Sins are eapiated, is not 
this ſcriptural Language What elſe meaneth that 
Expreſſion of the Apoſtle ? E is T9 iaooreo)ai ra 


aννH ig Tz nas, © To make Expiation for the 
& Sins of the People *. A Righteouſneſs is given 
you, is not this the ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking ? 
% They who receive the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
« reion in Life,” —By which you have free Acceſs 
« 4#GOD,;"” is not this both the Dialect, and the 
Doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? „ We have 
& Acceſs with Confidence (not through our punc- 
« tual Performance of any Conditions, but) through 
ce the Faith of him;” by a hducial Reliance on our 
LORD's moſt precious Obedience, Blood, and 
Merit. 

„ have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects of this unſcrip- 
ce tural Way of ſpeaking.” —Here I fancy you flip 
into a little Miſtake, you forgot the Diſtinction be- 
tween the Uſe, and the Abuſe of a Doctrine, a Diſ- 
tinction which you can eaſily make on other Occa- 
ſions; you have doubtleſs ſeen People, who ufe the 
moſt ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking, yet Act unſuitably 
to their Language; what Reflections aroſe in your 
Mind, and what Infere ce did you draw upon ob- 
ſerving ſuch an Inconſiſtency? You faiid perhaps, 
% Their Voice is Jacob's Voice; but their Hands 
« are the Hands of Eſan— Hence it appears, that 

5 they 


- Heb. 11. 17. Eis To Aaox:ol0as— Ad expiare, i. e. wt 


expiaret peccata populi, quibus expiatis, Deus nobis redderetur 
Pr opt tius, | 
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of Righteouſneſs without Works *, and of Jullification 
without the Deeds of the Law +. 

6 Then neither GOD nor Man can claim any 
« Obedience to the Law.” Yes, GOD Almighty 
may, and GOD Almighty does claim our Obedi- 
ence to the Law; as a Rule of Life, he requires a 
Conformity to its Precepts, as to the Image of him- 
ſelf; he demands a Performance of its Duties, as tho 
Means of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying 
Submiſſion to his Authority, And none will be o 
readily diſpoſed, none will be ſo effectually enabled, 
to obey the whole Law; as thoſe who fee themſelves 

ade righteous by the Obedience of CARIST, 
who are thercby delivered from that tremendous 
Curſe, denounced on all Ungodlineſs and Unrighte— 
ouſneſs of Men. 

Ajpaſio thus exhorts his Friend—Let me deſire you 
to imagine, rather may the bleiied SPIRIT enable 
you to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through 
the Death of JESUS CHRIST. That a Righ- 
teouſneſs is given you, by Virtue of which you may 
have free and welcome Acceſs to GOD.” —*©+< This 
& is not ſcriptural Language,” fays Mr, 7} fs 
Therefore it cannot be . Doctrine, is his Way, 
of arguing. Harmleſs enough I muſt own. But 
what follows is not quite ſo modeſt, “ I would 
& imply ſay 5 and ſarely what I would ſay, mult be 
um cecccht. zonallyrivnt: This is the Concluſion we are to 
make; otherwiſe What you alicdge, is of no Weight 
at all.—“ I would ſimply ſay, By him we have Ac- 
& ceis to the FATHER,” This is beyond all 
Objection, Proper. lt is taken from the Apoſtle; 
and it includes what ae expreſſes.— The Apoſtic's 

Language 


* Rom. iv. 6. + Rom, iii. 28. 
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Language is the Ingot of Gold; 4ſpafio's Sentiment 
is a Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten from it. Me- 
thinks before I diſmiſs this Topic, I would deſire 
you to turn back a Moment, and reconſider what 
you have affirmed—Your Sins are eapiated, is not 
this ſcriptural Language ?-—W hat elſe meaneth that 
Expreſſion of the Apoſtle? Eic To iaocxeo) ai ra 


ahν⁊Smu ag T2 Ms. To make Expiation for the 
&« Sins of the People &.“ A Righteouſneſs is given 
you, is not this the ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking ? 
« They who receive the Gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall 
« reign in Life,” By which you have free Acceſs 
«4 GOD;” is not this both the Diale&, and the 
Doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? „ We have 
& Acceſs with Confidence (not through our punc- 
e tual Performance of any Conditions, but) through 
ce the Faith of him;“ by a hducial Reliance on our 
LORD's moſt precious Obedience, Blood, and 
Merit. 

„ have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects of this unſcrip- 
ce tural Way of ſpeaking.” —Here I fancy you flip 
into a little Miſtake, you forgot the Diſtinction be- 
tween the Uſe, and the Abuſe of a Doctrine, a Diſ- 
tinction which you can eaſily make on other Occa- 
ſions; you have doubtleſs ſeen People, who uſe the 
moſt ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking, yet Act unſuitably 
to their Language; what Reflections aroſe in your 
Mind, and what Infere ce did you draw upon ob- 
ſerving ſuch an Inconfiſtency? You faid perhaps, 
% Their Voice is Jacob's Voice; but their Hands 
« are the Hands of Ea Hence it appears, that 

P „ they 


* Heb. ii. 17. Eis To A e Ad expiare, 1. e. ut 


expiaret peccata populi, quibus expiatis, Deus nobis redderetur 
propitius. 
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« they are Hypocrites—They pretend one Thing, 
« and are really another. Make the ſame Reflec- 
tion, and draw the ſame Inference, when you hear 
People talking of Inputed Righteouſneſs, yet ſee them 
looſing the Reins to Ungodlineſs, then you will be 
conſiſtent with yourſelf, and with Truth; aſcribing 
the terrible Effeds, not to the wholeſome Doctrine, 
but to the vitiated Mind, 

Where Sin abounded, Sc. Mr. May rejects 
Aſpaſis's Interpretation of this Text, and offers one 
of his own, one, which he had given us a littic 


while ago; and now ſerves a ſecond 1 ime without 


any conſiderable Variation at our Table.—l ſhall 
only refer the Reader to Page 144, where he will 
find this Text conſidered, and Mr. Meſcey's Expo- 
ſition canvaſſed. 

In this and the two following Paragraphs you find 
Fault with the Phraſe, Inputed; yet you ſay, “ Con- 
« cerning the Thing there is no Queſtion.” You 
would diſcard that particular Form of Expreſſion ; 
yet you add, * As to the Doctrine we are agreed.“ 
Then according to your own Confeſſion, all theſe 
your Objections ate a mere Strife of Words, Surely 
ſuch a Man as Mr. //:/l:y ſhould know how to make 
a better Uſe of Pen, Ink, and Paper, than to liti- 
gate about Letters and Syllables.— If I thought my- 
ſelf contending only about the more preciſely proper 
Form of expreſiing the ſame Thing, I ſhould be 
aſhamed of my Employ, and would this Inſtant Jay 
down my Pen; whereas I apprehend that we are 
not agreed as to Doctrine, that there is a material and 
very wide Difference between us. My Opinion or 
rather, my Faith is, that our LORD's Obedience 
to the Moral Lay in profeſſed Submiſſion to its Au- 


4 | thority, 


: ' y 4 * * E 5 & * 
k * n 4 * 
ks £2 TD Aft ev Ao net ob oY . 
* 


F 
5 
by. 


3 A enen * 
PA ˖· · * ⁰ͥ I SAC ETON r 


LET. 9. REV. MR. WESLEV. 211 


thority, and in exact Conformity to his Precepts; 
his Performance of all holy Duties, and his Exerciſe 
of all heavenly Graces, that all this is a moſt eſſen- 
tial and diſtinguiſhed Part of his Merit, that this is 
of higher Dignity and greater Value than the whole 
World, and all the Righteouſneſs in it That the 
divine Law is hereby more fignally honoured, than 
it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted 
Obedience of Adam and all his Poſterity— That 
GOD's Juſtice, Holineſs, Truth, receive greater 
Glory from theie unparalleled Acts of Duty, than 
from all the Services of Angels and Men in their ſe- 
veral wonderful Orders; that this aiv Righteouſ- 
neſs, together with his moſt meritorious S erings, 
are the Ground and Cauſe of my Acceptance with 
GOD, are the very Thing which procures and eſ- 
fects my Juſtification, making me not barely ac- 
quitted from Guilt, but truly righteous, yea, per- 
fectly righteous, and that before the GOD of in- 
finite Penetration and Purity. — This is a View of 
the Doctrine, incomparably magnificent and inex- 
preſſibly comfortable. If you agree with your Friend 
in all theſe Particulars, ſpeak and write conformably 
to ſuch Agreement, then you will never again hear 
from him in this Manner, neither will he receive any 
more ſuch Favours from you as the Letter now un- 
der Conſideration, then we ſhall be perfectly joined 
together * in the fame Mind, and in the ſame 
„ Judgment.” 

Alas! this Union, I fear, is not fo eaſily to be 


effected Mr. I/:fley ſtill infiſts, and ,ftill urges, 


« The Authority of our Church (which Aſpaſio 
© pleads) and of thoſe eminent Divines ({ whoſe Teſ- 
* timony Aſpaſio alledges) deos not touch thoſe par- 
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c ticular Forms of Expreſſion. — Juſtification thro? 
imputed Righteouſneſs, or being made righteous 
through the Obedience of CHRIST, I ſuppoſe 
are the Forms of Expreſſion intended. Theſe, it 
ſeems, none of the Quotations confirm, eſtabliſb, no, 
nor touch, in Mr, J/:/y's Opinion at leaft ; but I 
am inclined to hope, that the Generality of Readers 
will be of a different Perſuaſion, and allow that the 
Quotations and the Expreſſions touch and reſemble 
one another, as much as the Wings of the Cheru- 
bim in the ancient Sanctuary *. 

& Does not touch.” No! not yet? Then we 
muſt have Recourſe to ſome other Authority, and 
ſuch a one I have at Hand as you would hardly ven- 
ture, or even wiſh to gainſay, I mean the Authority 
of John Weſley, M. A. who declares in his Expoſi- 
tion to the New Teſtament—*© This is fully con- 
e ſiſtent with our being juſtified by the Imputation 
&« of the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST.“ Now I 
ſhall only remonſtrate in Imitation of the Apoſtle ; 
„If thou thyſelf uſeſt this Phraſe, why wouldeſt 
« thou compel others to lay it aſide? Or, why art 
« thou diſpleaſed with others for a Practice which 
“ thou alloweſt in thyſelf!“ 

Surely you will not ſay, Inputation of Righteouſ- 
neſs is quite a different Thing from Inputed Righ- 
teouſneſs. Does not the former evidently include 
the latter? Can there be a Proclamation of Pardon, 
without a Pardon proclaimed? Can there be the 
Purchaſe of an Eftate, without an Eſtate purchaſed ? 
Or the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, without a 


Righ- 


* Both the Cherubims were of one Meaſure, and one 
Size: And their Wings touched one another in the midft 
of the Houſe, 1 Kings vi. 25, 27. 


< _ "Y * 1 b Ti K 
£ - . ws / * 1 ” i "> EH - 
e a * 


LET. 9. REV. MR. WESLEY. 213 


Righteouſneſs imputed ? If others ſhould affect ſuch 
ſubtile and ſelf-deluding Evaſions, Mr. J/:/ley can- 
not, Mr. Weſley muſt not, he has precluded himſelf, 
nay, he has, with his own Mouth, given a Verdict 
againſt himſelf, Is it not recorded in thoſe Lines 


ſubjoined to your Character of a Methodiſt ? 


Let Faith and Love combine 
To guard your valiant Breaſt, 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and iin preſt. 


This Imputed Righteouſneſs was once a delightful 
| Theme; your Song in the Rouſe of your Pilgrim- 
F age. Why is it now a burtheniome Stone, which 
you would fain ſhake off, from yourſelf and others: 
Are you become rich in yourſelf, and increaſed with ; 
Goods of your own acquiring? We know full well 1 
for what Reaſon the Phraſe and the Doctrine are re- ; 
jected, exploded, and reproached by the Rib Su- 
perſtition, becauſe they diſplay in the brighteſt Light 
the Beauty of FREE GRacs. They hold the Door 
againſt all kind of human Merit, they cut off every 
8 the moſt diſtant Pretenſions for glorying in Man; 
3 and refer all the Honour of Salvation to FESUS 
5 CHRIST alone. Admit Juſtification through the 
85 imputed Righteouſneſs of CZ RIST, and the grand 
F: Pu!wark, or the main Pillar of Popery, falls to the 

; Ground; while a ſolid Foundation is laid for that 
Triumph and Gratitude, expreſſed in the inſpired 
Hymn, Let us be glad and rejoice exceedingly, but 
give the Honour (all the Honour) to FH 117+. : 
The Righteouſneſs of G OD, ſignifies the Righ- 
teouſneſs which GOD-Man wrought out. © No; j 


5 

P 2 ſav | 
3 ays . 

i 


2 A IM 
„„ Bs L 


3 5 

8 . 

_ — 

x8 ® Rev. XIX: 7. 


214 LETTERS TO THE LET. 9. 


ſays Mr. Weſley. Your Reaſon, Sir, for this Ne- 
gative? A Child may deny; A Man of Judgment 
will diſprove. Does not Mr. J/:fley diſprove, when 
he adds? © It ſignifies GOD's Method of juſtify- 
“ ing Sinners.” —Juſt as forcibly as the“ es diſ- 
„ proved the Meſſiahſhip of FESUS of Nazareth, 
„ when they cried; „ Thou the MESSIAH! 
& No; thuu art a Samaritan and haſt a Devil.” 
What they alledged, wanted a Proof altogether as 
much, as what they denied. — What Mr. }/:fley here 
alledges is a Thread- bare Objection, already conſi- 
dered and already confuted. Yet, ſince it relates 
to a Point of the utmoſt Moment, and that which is 
the main Hinge of our Controverſy, I ſhall not be 
deemed officious, if, as the Shot has been once again 
diſcharged, I once again lift up my Shield againſt it, 
The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies GOD's 
« Method of juſtifying Sinners.” We have already 
ſhewn, how low an Interpretation this is; how in- 
fipid in itſelf, and incompatible with the current 
Language of Scripture: On the other Hand, how 
ſublime and conſolatory, is the Senſe which Aſpa/io 
gives! A Righteouſneſs, which GOD HIMSELF 
has provided without any Co-operation from his 
Creatures—The Righteouſneſs of that moſt exalted, 
yet moſt condeſcending SAVIOUR, who is GOD 
and Man in one CHRIST, a Righteouſneſs, dig- 
nified with all the Perſections of the GODHEAD, 
therefore, worthy to be the Comfort, the Joy, the 
never-cealing Boaſt of his People; and ſufficient, 
infinitely ſufficient, to ſave even the moſt vile, the 
moſt baſe, the moſt deſperately ruined Sinners. 
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This is a Righteouſneſs, as much ſuperior to all 
human Attainments, to all angelic Accompliſhments, 
as the Heaven of Heavens 1s higher than a Clod of 
the Vallies.— his is a Righteouſneſs which could 
never have entered into the Heart of Man or Angel 
to conceive, but will be the Cauſe of their Admira- 
tion, and the Subject of their Wonder to endleſs 
Ages— This Senſe fully accounts for thoſe rapturous 
Expreſſions of the Prophet, when ſpeaking of the 
all- ſurpaſſing Gift, he thus addrefles his fellow Sin- 
ners; Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion; ſhout, O 
Daughter of Feruſalem; behold, thy King cometh unto 
ther He is righteous, and having Salvation, He is 
completely righteous in his Nature, has fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs in his Life and Death, and has thereby 
obtained for thee, a full Pardon, a finiſhed Salva- 
tion, a ſure Title to eternal Glory.— This accounts 
for thoſe more rapturous Expreflions of the ſacred 
Writers, when in the Fervour of their Gratitude, 
they call upon the whole Creation, to celebrate the 
Goodneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH. Sing, O 
ye Heavens; for the LORD hath done it, flout, ye 
lower Parts of the Earth; break forth into jinging, ye 
Mountains; O Foreft and every Tree therein, for the 
LORD hath (in his own Perſon, by his own Obe- 
dience and ſufferings) redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
(not human Abilities, not human Works, but) 
h:imjelf, and his own Righteouſneſs, in the Reſtora- 
tion of Maecl*. | 

In 

* 1/a. xliv. 23. Should any one ſay, is this the Senſe of 

the rrophet? J aſk, is not this the fulleſt, grandeſt, di- 


vineſt Senſe? ls it not a Senſe perfectly true? Is it not 
Warianted by the Goſpel Revelation? Is it not demanded 
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In ſhort, this is a Righteouſneſs, which exalts 
GOD's Juſtice; which magnifies the Law; diſ- 
plays all his awful and amiable Attributes in their 
fulleſt Luſtre — To contrive it, was unſearchable 
Wiſdom, to beſtow it, is invaluable J reaſure.— 
It anſwers in the compleateſt Manner, all the grand 
and gracious Purpoſes both of G OD's Glory and of 
Man's Salvation. 'I'rue Goſpel this! Glad Tidings 
indeed! An Expedient for our Recovery greater than 
our He:rts could wiſh, We may truly ſay, while 
meditating on this Gift of conſummate Righteouſ- 
neſs; Mere Sin has abounded, Grace has much more 
abou nded. | he Bricks are fallen down, but the moſt 


. glorious Repairer of our Breaches has built with 


hewn Stone. Well might the Apoſtle, having this 
ſupremely excellent Righteouſneſs in his View, 
look down with the moſt ſovereign Contempt upon 
every other (Cauſe of) Confidence; upon every other 
Object of Truſt; and reckon them Dreſs and Ding: 


— \ "ell 


by that Declaration of our SAVIOUR ; They (the an- 

cient Scriptures) %% of me? Some v. riters, I am 
aware, Interpret this and other ſimilar Paſſages, without 
taking in the u 1Mpe a kable Bleſſings cf CHRIST and his 
Grace. But thele Interpreters ſcem to act a very 1njudi- 
cious, and no leis unfaithful Part—l will ſuppoſe them 
expounding and illuſtrating that great Command of cre- 
ating Power, Let the Earth bri ing o. th Graſs, and the Herb 
yielding Seed — Wil: they move] their Expolition, or fetch 
their Jiluſtration from what appears on the Ground in 


the barren M nth of December? durely, if they have 


any Taſte ar Judgment, they will form their Comment, 
by the Fertility, the P! lenty, the unbounded Luxuriancy 
of Ap il and May. There is much the ſame D ference 
between the Righteoufneſs of an incarnate SAVIOUR 
and all other Giſts of divine Goodneſs, as there is be- 
tween the vegetable Productions of the vernal, and the al- 
molt total Sterility of the wintiy Months. 
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— Well might he declare, that he would never be 
aſhamed of the Goſpel, in which is this tranſcen= 
dently noble Righteouſneſs, in all its Magnificence, 
Riches and Glory. 

Do you think me rather too warm upon the Sub- 
jet? Let me once again remit you to St. Chry/o/?om, 
read his Expoſition of that charming Sentence, The 
Righteouſneſs if GOD, Nows &c. This venerable Fa- 
ther of the Church ſpeaks the I hing as it is. He does 
not mingle our Wine with Vater, but gives us the 
genuine Truth, and triumphs becauſe of the Truth, 

The Doctrine of an imputed Rizhteouſneſs ſeems 
to have been typically taught, by the remakable 
Manner of Clothing our firſt Parents. All they 
could do for their own Recovery, was like the patched 
and beggarly Mantle of Fig- leaves; this they re- 
linquiſhed, and G GD himſcif furniſhes them with 
Apparel; Animals are ſlain, not for Food, but Sa- 
crifice; and the naked Criminais are arrayed with 
the Skins of thoſe ſlaughtered Beatts—The Vetims 
fizured the Expiation, made by CHRKIST's Death, 
the Clothing typified the Imputation of his Righteouſ- 
neſs. * That does not appear, cries Mr. Weſley. 
Aſpaſio has produced an Authority from the famous 
Milton. I could reiniorce it by another from the 
elegant Witſius. If you are not ſatified with either, 
or both theſe Teſtimonies, I will give you a Reaſon 
for the Sentiment 1 he Victims molt properly ſha- 
dowed forth the Expiation of Guilt, by the Redeem- 
er's Blood; becaule it is the peculiar End of dacri- 
fice, to make Atonement for dirs; the Clothing 
moſt pertinently denoted the Savicur's Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is deſcribed, both by the Prophet and 
the Apolile under this very Image — He hath covered 
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me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, ſays the Prophet 
Haiah. The fine Linen which arrays the Bride of the 
Lamb, is the perſect Righteouſneſs of the Saints *,—. 
fays the beloved Diſciple. It is like a royal Veſture, 
or a rich Suit of Apparel, upon all them that believe, 
adds the Apoſtle Paul. The impartial Reader, I 
promiſe myſelf, will allow theſe Paſſages, if not to 
be abſolutely deciſive, yet to have ſomewhat more 
Weight, than that Atom in your Scale, “ this does 
not appear.” As for Sanctification, this may very 
reaſonably rank among the Effects of being cleanſed 
by the Blood, and adorned with the Righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST. Theſe Bleſſings produce Peace of 
Conſcience, and Love of GOD. Juſt as commo- 
dious Cloathing produces Warmth, and promotes 
Health. And what is Love of G OD, but Holineſs 


of Heart in the Seed, and Holineſs of Life in the 
Fruit ? 


As this (the Nature of true Holineſs) is a Matter 
of the laſt Importance; is a Foint, on which Mul- 
titudes, | fear, are miſtaken; I will leave it upper- 
moſt in your Thoughts, in the Reader's, and in 
thoſe of, Rev. Sir, your, Oc. 


LETTER 


» Rev. xix. 8. Ta NA,, being in the plural Num- 
ber, I think may be tranſlated, Juſtitia omnibus numeri; 
abſolnta. A Righteoufneſs of all Kinds, and all De- 
grees, or comprehending every Kind, and defettive in 
no Degree - Would you ſee the Beauty of this fine Linen, 
or the Wardrobe in which it is depoſited, conſult J. 
xlv. 24. Theron and A/jpaſio, Vol. II. pug. 340, Cc. where 
the Paſſage is explained, with Copiouineſs and Particu— 


larity; O! that it was alſo explained with a Propriety 


and Energy, ſuitable to its eminent Importance! 
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1 


REV. SIR, 


E are now entering upon a new Province. 
Our Buſineſs will be chiefly of the ph:lologrcal 
Kind, We ſhall treat principally of Z/ords. But 
as they are the Words, which the HOLY GHOST 
teacheth, they are like the Combs erected in yonder 
Hive. Not empty Syllables, made only for Sound; 
but rich with divine Senſe, and full of the Honey of 
the Goſpel, replete with the Manna of Heaven.— 
May this Pen be, to the Reader, like Fonathar's 
Rod; when, dipt in the delicious Juice, it en/ighten- 
ed his Eyes, refreſhed his Spirits, and cheared his 
Heart | 
« Almoſt every Text, you are pleaſed to affirm, 
& quoted in this and the following Letter, in Sup- 
« port of that particular Form of Expreflion, (im- 
« puted Righteouſneſs) is diſtorted above Meaſure 
« from the plain, obvious Meaning, which is point- 
« ed out by the Context.” - Let us examine theſe 
abuſed and diſtorted Texts, in order to diſcover, 
from whence the Misfortune happened ; how the 
Violence was done; whether by Mr. 1/:/ty's Pen, 
or by Aſpaſio's Tongue. 
The firſt is from the Book of Fob. Which, as it 
is greatly venerable for its Antiquity, and ſingularly 
to be regarded for its Importance, I ſhall beg leave 
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to conſider at large. — A Sinner is deſcribed, lying 
under a dangerous Sickneſs; and brought, by tho 
Force of his Diſeaſe, to the Brink of the Grave; 
by the Multitude of his Sins, to the very Borders of 
Hell. In this deplorable Condition, I there be a 
A7:fſenger with Him, an I terpreter, one of a thouſand, 
10 ſbeto unto Man his Uprightneſs ; then he is gracious 
1 e him, and faith, deliver him from going down into 
the Pit; I have found a Ranſom *. 

If there be with bim a Meſſenger of the living GOD; 
a faithful Ambaſſador of CHRIST, who may ad- 
miniſter ſpiritual Aſſiſtance to the poor afflicted Crea- 
ture. An Interpreter, who knows how to open the 
Scriptures, and rightly to divide the Word of Truth. 
Who is a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and can pro- 
perly apply the Word of Grace.—T his is not every 
one's Talent; nor within the Compaſs of every Man's 
Abilities. He is One of a Thoufand, to whom GOD 
hath given the ] ongue of the ef enabling Him 
to ſpeak a Word in veaſon, and ſuit the Condition 
of each reſpective Patient.—To /bew unto Man his 


Upright= | 


® Job xxxiii. 23, 24. I have the rather choſen to lay 
this whole Paſſage before the ead'er, becauſe a new In- 
terpretation is gien to the Word nger. Here, it is 
ſuppoſed to denote a faithtu! and fkiiful Miniſter of the 
Goipel. In the Dia :1>gues, it is ſuppoſed to deſcribe our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST himſelf. ] ſcarcely know, 
which Senſe to prefer. Perhaps, both may be included, 
the Author, as well as the Inſtrument, ot Comfort to the 
ick and fintul Man. — However, the Point in Debate, 
between Mr. Ley and 22 is not affected by the 
different Application of thts Word, His Uprightneſs, ac- 
cording to either Expoſi ion, may lignity the MES. 
SIA H's Obedience and Suffering; uu fignify theſe 
Things; provided theſe are the on ly juſtifying Righ- 
tecuſueis of a Sinner; the only Way of obtaining the 
divine Favour, and removing every Evil. 
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Uprightneſs ; that is, ſays Mr. 7/:/ley, © to convince 
« Him of GOD's Juſtice, in ſo puniſhing Him.“ 

But is this the Inſtruction, which ſuch a diſtreſſed 
Sufferer wants? Is this the Word of Reconciliation, 
which every true Miniſter, in ancient I imes did 
preach, and in later 'Times does preach ? Or is there 
any Need of a choice Inſtructor ?—One killed in the 
Counſel of G OD, to teach what the common Dic=- 
tates of Reaſon demonſtrate ?—ln this Interpreta- 
tion, I can neither diſcern the true Critic, nor the 
clear Reaſoner, nor the ſound Divine, 

Not the true Critic. He would acknowledge, 
that the Antecedent in this Clauſe mw 1R5, is not 
GOD, but Man. To Aan therefore, if we regard 
grammatical Propriety, the Pronoun his muſt be re- 
ferred;—Not the ca Reaſoner; He would oblerve 
the Emphaſis of the Word then *. Implying ſome 
Diſcovery, or ſome Conviction, in Conſequente of 
which, Deliverance from Death enſues; or with 
which it is connected. Can this be a Diſcovery or 
a Conviction of GOD's Juſtice, in puniſhing Him? 
No verily.— Much leſs therefore can I difcern the 
ſound Divine. Be knows, and afirms conſtantly, 
that this is the Conſequence of the MESSIAH's 
Righteouſneſs alone. W hich being imputed to the 
Sinner, becomes, ſor the bleiied Purpoſe of Juſtifica- 
tion unto Lite, Ls +, 


$9 


*. Verſe 24. 

+ * The Uprizhtneſs, ſays Mr. Cary!, chiefly intended 

«© here, is the Righteouſneſs , CHRIST, in and by which 
«© we are reconciled to and made one with GOD. We 
never ſee, where our Uh rightneſs is, till we ſee there 
is nothing that makes us itand u pright in the Co urt of 
Heaven, but only CARIT57 our Righteouſne!: .— Tais 
15 
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So that Aſpaſio ſeems to have the Import of Lan. 
guage, and the Scope of the Context, both on his 
Side. And I may venture to add, he has the conſo- 
latory Genius of the Goſpel, yet more ſtrongly plead. 
ing for his Interpretation. It muſt yield but cold 
Comfort, to tell a poor Wretch, confined to the 
Bed of languiſhing, and alarmed with Apprehenſions 
of eternal Vengeance; but cold Comfort muſt it 
yield, to tell ſuch a one, that he has deſerved all this 
Miſery, and is juſtly puniſhed. Whereas, to inform 
him of a Righteouſneſs, ſufficient to do away all his 
Tranſgreſſions; ſufficient to reconcile him, and ren- 

der 


7 is the great Duty of the Meſſengers and Interpreters 
of CHRIST, to declare to Man this Righteouſneſs 
for his Uprightneſs. And that hence it is (as "E'ihu 
% ſpeaks) that GOD is and will be pracious unto him.” 

Mr Caryl, in expounding the Book of Fob, has ac- 
quitted himſelf like a Maſter in I/rael. His Thoughts 
are beautiful and animated. His Criticiſms are correc: 
and judicious, His Language, conſidering the Time in 
which he wrote, is rem?1kably pure and ſtrong. His 
Doctrines are truly edifving, becauſe, generally ſpeak- 
ing, they are evangelical.— What is a very nece{{ ary, bu: 
very difficult Taſk, in explaining this Part of Scripture X 
the Connection of the Sentiment is diſcovered, the 
Bearings and Dependencies of the Argument are pointed 
out; and the Tranſitions from one Paſſage to another, 
ſhewn to be, not wild and diſorderly, but juſt, regular, 
and graceful. 

The only Fault attending this Work, is Prolizity.. I 
wiſh ſome ſkilful Hand would, by rendering it leſs copi- 
ous, render it more uſeful. I cannot but think, it might 
be a profitab e Employ for young Students in Divinity, 
to exerciſe themſelves in abridging Mr. Carjl, Dr. Ove 

upon the Hebrews, Mr. Charnock upon the Attributes, or 
ſome ſuch valuable, but voluminous Authors, "Theſe, and 
many other Works of the ſame luxuriant Growth, would 
if put into the Alembic, afford us the very Spirit of the 
Goſpel, and the richeſt Cordials for our Souls. 
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der him acceptable, even to the chaſtiſing GOD; 
ſufficient to obtain his Deliverance very probably 
from Death, molt aſſuredly from Hell; this is a re- 
viving Report indeed. This will make the Bones, 
which Sin and Miſery had broken, to rejoice. 

Then, the Sinner and the Sufferer, attentive to 
this Inſtruction, and applying this Righteouſneſs, is 
made Partaker of Pardon. GOD, the ſovereign 
LORD of Life and Death, 7s gracious unto him; 
and ſaith, in the Greatneſs of his Strength, as well 
as in the Multitude of his Mercies, deliver him from 
going down into the Pit of Corruption, as a Pledge of 
his Deliverance from the Pit of Perdition. For 1 
have found a Ranſom, ſatisfactory to my Law, and 
to my Juſtice. I have received an Atonement, ia 
Behalf of this once obnoxious, now reconciled Tranſ- 


greſſor. 

He ſhall receive the Bleſſing from the LORD, and 
Righteouſneſs. —T his you would render Holineſs. But 
have you no Hebrew Lexicon to inform you, that the 
Word which ſigniſies Holineſs, is different from 
the Expreſion uſed by the Pſalmiſt? He ſays dyn, 
whereas Holineſs is expreſſed by wp. Eeſides, have 
you not obſerved, that your Inter provaris n would be- 
tray the Pſalmiſt in to apparent Tautology ? He had, 
in the preceding Verſes, diſplayed the Duties of 
practical Godlineſs, and the Graces of inherent Ho- 
lineſs. The Perſon he deſcribes, poſleſles the latter, 
and practiſes the former. To ſay, therefore, he 
ſhall receive Holineſs, when he has it alceady, would 
not ſuit David's Correctneſs; however, it may ſuit 
Mr. Meſtey's Fancy, or Mr. 7//ey's Deſign. In this 
Clauſe, the evangelical Moraliſt touches upon ano— 
ther Particular, which enters, as an eſſential Part, 
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into the Character of a godly Man; even the Righ- 
teouſneſs which is of Faith. Denoted by the Bleſſing 
of Pardon, and the Gift of Righteouſneſs. Take 
away this, and there is no Acceptance with G OD, 
Take away this, and the Gates, mentioned in the 
Cloſe of the Pfalm, are unalterably ſhut. Unleſs 
we are furniſhed with this Paſſport, the everlaſting 
Doors never lift up their Heads. If you exclude 
this Peculiarity, the Deſcription is very imperfect, 
and the Picture extremely deficient. Whereas, this 
adds the finiſhing Touch, and gives true Perfection 
to both. 

Several Paſſages are quoted, in which the Word 
mpTY occurs. Sometimes you would have it ſignify 
Mercy; ſometimes Zuſtification ; ſometimes ſpotle/; 
Helineſs. But what Proof do I find, for eſtabliſhing 
any of theſe Significations; which differ ſo much 
from one another, and ſtill more from the Truth? 
Nothing but the cuſtomary Argument, “So it un- 
« queſtionably means.” Now you muſt unqueſti- 
onably know, at leaſt every Novice in the Lan- 
guage knows, that the genuine and native Senſe of 
mnpW is KRrghteouſneſs, The Word expreſſive of 
Mercy, is on; neither in Senſe nor Sound alike, — 
As to FJuſtification, the Phraſe never denotes that 
bleſſed Effect, but the divine and meritorious Cauſe, 
which produces 1t, 


Shall I, in this Inquiry, appeal to the beſt Lexi- 
cons, the moſt approved Tranſlations, or the ableſt 
Interpreters? No, I will refer you to the Deciſion of 
an Interpreter, who is ſuperior to all Lexicons and 
all Tranſlations; I mean, the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews. He tranſlates ths very Word, as 


it enters into the Name of MMelchiſedec, And he 
| tranſlates 
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tranſlates it, not Mercy, not Juſtification, no, nor 
ſpotleſs Holineſs, but Righteouſneſs. Even that 
Righteouſneſs, whoſe Fruit is Peace with G OD, 
and Peace in our own Conſcience, Now, will you 
play the Critic upon this inſpired Writer? and ſay, 
Unqueſtionably it means, not what the Apoſtle has 
determined; not what Aſpaſio, ſupported by his 
Authority, has adopted; but what I think fit ta 
dictate ? 

An Oppoſer of our LORD's imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs, who had more Diſcretion or more Sub- 
tilty than Mr. Heſley, would have argued in this 
Manner. “ The original Word, I muſt confeſs, 
„ ought to be tranflated Righteouſneſs, This is un- 
& doubtedly the principal and leading Signification 
e of the Term. But then the Circumſtances and 
& the Context oblige us to underſtand it, in the 
& Notion of Mercy, of ſpotleſs Holineſs, or of any 
« Thing elſe, that ſerves our Purpoſe.” —This 
would be more modeſt and more plauſible, though 
not more juſt and ſolid, than your confident Af- 
ſertion. 

Suppoſe, we ſhould admit this Pretence, what 
does the Critic gain thereby? Muſt he not have Re- 
courſe to that noble and comfortable Doctrine, for 
which we plead ? Let the Word be tranſlated Mercy, 


Why is Mercy thewn to Sinners? Is it not on Ac- 


count of the Rightcouſneſs of their SURETY? 
Let it be tranſlated Go94neſs. Wherefore is Good- 
neſs exerciſed to rebellious Men? Is it not becauſe 
of the Satisfaction, made by their crucified LORD? 
Render it whatever you pleaſc, provided it conveys 
the Idea of Favour vouchſafed, or of the Benefits 
conferred, it muſt terminate, {till terminate, in that 


2 grand 
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grand central Point, the Incarnation, Obedience, 
and Death of IMMANUEL. | 
Sion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment. After ſe- 
“ vere Puniſhment,” you ſay.— The Hebrew Pre- 
poſition, ſignifying after, is N. I find no Trace 
of any ſuch Word, in my Edition of the Bible. You 
may as well render or interpret the Paſſage, in th: 
Midft. And then, if ſome other Critic ſhould be 
inclined to tranſlate it, before or round about; we 
ſhould have a large Compaſs of Meaning, but 
where would Preciſion and Exactneſs be found ?— 
But why is Sion to be redeemed after ſevere Puniſh- 
ment? Has her Puniſhment any Influence or Sway 
in the Work of her Redemption? Does the Puniſh- 
ment of Man pave the Way for the Salvation of 
GOD ? are Sinners to wait for Pardon and Recon- 
ciliation, till they have been ſeverely puniſhed ? This 
is very diſcouraging Doctrine. And, bleſſed be 
GOD, it is abſolutely without Foundation. The 
Goſpel ſays; To Day, even to Day, Sinners, if ye 
will hear his Voice, ye ſhall enter into Reſt. Y ou need 
not tarry, till you have been ſeverely chaſtiſed ; but 
this Inſtant, believe in the LORD JESUS, and 
you ſhall be ſaved. The LORD JESUS has 
been wounded and bruiſed in your Stead, He has 
received all the Puniſhment, which you have de- 
ſerved. Yea, as a Ranſomer, he has paid double, 
as a Victim, he has ſuftered double *, for all your 
Sins. —Conſidering theſe Things, I am ftill dif- 
poſed to abide by Aſpaſio's plain and obvious Inter- 
pretation. Not to go out of my Way, in queſt of 
the pricking Briar and grieving Thorn; when I 
meet with Roſes and Lillies in the common Road. 
[1 


® Ta, xl. 2. 
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In the LORD have I Righteouſneſs, This will 
not ſatisfy our Critic. It muſt be h rough the LORD. 
— What piddling Criticiſm is this, even in caſe it 
was true, and anſwered ſome ſpecious End! but it 
is by no means true. Every Body knows, that the 
Prefix 2 ſignifies in; and every Body but Mr. J/://:y 
would bluſh to aſſert the contrary. Neither does it 
anſwer any valuable End, but the Reverſe. It de- 
grades the exalted Senſe, and impoveriſhes the rich 
Blefling. To have Righteouſneſs iz the LORD, 
is abundantly more expreſſive of glorious Grace, 
than barely to have Righteouſneſs through the 
LORD. Mordecai had Riches and Honours, through 
Ahaſuerus, and his royal Favour; Either had Riches 
and Honours, in Abaſuerus, as her royal Huſband, 
He by being a Courtier, fe by being a Conſort, to 
the moſt magnificent Monarch in the World, 

If Mr. Naſley piddled in the foregoing, he flaſhes in 
the following Paſſage. He aſſures us that e9by pre 
means, ſpotleſs Holineſs. This is really a bold Stroke 
in Criticiſm. But, like many other bold Enter - 
priſes, it is likely to prove, not a Birth, but an 
Abortion.—e»2Þy ſpotle/s ! You might as well have 
rendered it zoothleſs. It has no more to do with the 
Idea of ſpotleſs, than it has to do with the Idea 
of an Ivory Tooth, or a poliſhed Tooth-pick. Li- 
terally tranſlated, it ſignifies Ages; and may denote 
the Perpetuity of this Righteouſneſs, and of its bene- 
ficial Effects. It was: from the Beginning, it zs at 
this Day, and it 20 be even unto the End, mighty 
to ſave. It is the one Refuge and Hope of Sinners, 
in every Age of the World, and under every Diſpen- 
ſation of Religion. Through all the Changes of 
Time it has been, and through the unchangeable 

Q 2 Eternity 
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Eternity it will be, their chief Joy, and their Crown 
of Rejoicing. 

What Righteouſneſs ſhall give us Peace at the 
laſt Day, inherent or imputed? To this Queſtion 
Aſpaſio has replied, in a very explicit Manner, by 
preſenting us with a pertinent Extract from Biſhop 
Hall, and by commenting upon a moſt important 
Prophecy of Jaiab. In both which, all human 
Righteouſneſs 1s ſet aſide, and our Peace is derived 
entirely from the glorious SHILOH®, From 
Him, who made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, 
and whoſe Name is THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 
Having this heavenly Blefling, and the Right of 
conferring it, as the peculiar Privilege, or unſhared 
Prerogative of his Crown. 

Mr. F/:/ley is pleaſed to deny this Doctrine, and 
to aſſociate with the Papiſts , in aſcribing our 
Peace (and if our Peace, then our Salvation) “ partly 
« to inherent, partly to imputed Righteouſneſs.““ 
—But does our Church ſo? Hear her own Words. 
We do not preſume to come to this thy Table, O 
merciful LORD, truſting in our own Righteouſ- 
neſs; much leſs then will ſhe dare to approach his 
Judgment-Seat, truſting in any ſuch Thing.,—Does 

the 


Gen. xlix. 10. now Scbilo. Nomen Meſſiæ peculiare, 
tranquillatorem deſignans. That is, the Maker of Peace, 
and the Author of Tranquility, for rebellious and 
wretched Men. 

+ The Doctrine of the Papiſts, avowed by a Writer of 
their own, is; Our Confidence and Hope in the Day 
of Judgment dependeth, not only upon our Apprehen- 
* ſion of CARIST*s Merits by Faith, but alſo upon our 
Conformity to CHRIS, in Charity and good Works.“ 
—'The Reader may ſee this Preſumption rebuked, and 
this Error refuted, in Dr. Fur x', Annotations on the Rhe- 
miſh Teftament, 1 John iv, 17. 
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the Apoſtle Paul do ſo? Hear his own Proteſtation. 
That I may be found in CHRIST, not having mine 
own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Lato; which con- 
ſiſts of my perſonal Obedience, and inherent Holi- 
neſs. But having this, as the Source of my Peace, 
and the Strength of my Salvation, the Righteouſneſs 
which is of GOD by Faith; even that inconceivably 
precious Righteouſneſs, which GD my SAVIOUR 
wrought, and which a dinner by Faith receives, 
Did Mr. 1/:/l:y himſelf always do ſo? Let thoſe 
Lines bear Witneſs; of which neither the Poet, 
nor the Divine, need be aſhamed, 


My righteous Servant and my SON 
Shall each believing Sinner clear, 
And all who ſtoop t abjure their own, 
Shall in his Righteouſneſs appear. 


Will that Righteouſneſs give you Peace, which 
you abjure? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it 
conſiſtent, to truſt in a Righteouſneſs, which you 
abſolutely renounce * That which you abjure (a 
ſtronger Word could not be uſed) You conſider, 
not barely as deſpicable, but as utterly abominable. 
Whereas, that which gives you Peace at the awful 
Tribunal, muſt not only be excellent, but incom- 
parably excellent and valuable.—See, my Friend, 
how thine 9wvn Mouth condemneth thee, and not J. Yea, 
thine own Lips te/lify againſt thee -. O!] that you 
may return to your firſt Sentiments, and to your firſt 
Love +! And no longer expoſe yourſelf and your 


Doc- 


* Job xv. 6. 
+ That Mr. Veſey may not be aſhamed to retrata miſ- 
taken Sentiment, Iwill break the lce, and lead the Way. 
It it be ſhameful to renounce Error, and ſacrifice all to 


3 Truth, 
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Doctrine, to be a bye Word among the People. If 
you perſiſt in ſuch palpable Inconſiſtencies, who can 
forbear taking up that taunting Proverb, A double- 
minded Man is unſtalle in all his Ways. 

But ſtop. A Paſſage from St. You is introduced, 
to ſupport this Opinion. CHRIST died for us, 
and lives in us, that we may have Boldneſs in the 
& Day of Judgment,” — That CHRIST died for 
us, and lives in us, I readily acknowledge. But 

where 


Truth, I do very willingly take this Shame to myſelf.— 
In a Copy of Verſes, which | formerly wrote, ſacred to 
the Memory of a generous Benefactor, I ;cmember the 
following Lines. 


Our Wants reliev'd by thy indulyent Care, 
Shall give thee Courage at the dreadj/ul Bar, 
And ftud the Crcaun, thou ſhalt fur ever wear. 


Theſe Lines, in whatever Hands they are lodged, and 
whatever elſe, of a like Kind, may have dropt from my 
Pen, I now publickly diſclaim. They are the very re- 
verſe of my preſent Belief. In which I hope to perſe- 
vere, ſo long as I have any Being. 

Far be it from me to ſuppoſe, that any Work of mine, 
ſhould, in order to create my Peace, or cheriſh my Con- 
fidence, be coupled with CHXNIST 's moſt holy AR. ] ſpeak 
the Words of our Church, and I ſpeak the Senſe of the 
Prophet, I wwill truſt, and nit be afraid. Wherefore ? 
Becauſe I am inherently holy? Kather, ec GOD 7s 
my Salvation. GOD manifeit in the Fleſh, has finiſhed 
my Tranſereſton, and made an End of my Sin. And 
in this molt magnificently gracions Work will I rejoice. 
Il ſpeak agreeably to the Declaration of the HOLY 
GHOST. Fear not, fur thou ſhalt net be aſhamed, neither 
ſhalt thou be confounded. Why? Becaule thy inherent 
Goodneſs ſhall prevent thy Confuſion? No; but on a 
Footing, infinitely more ſolid ; for a Reaſon, infinitely 
more ſatis factory. Becauſe thy MAKER is thy Huſband. 
The Conſequence of which is, all thy Debts and Defici- 


encies are upon Him; all his conſummate Righteouſnels 
3s upon thee, | 


* 
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where do you find any of the Apoſtles, from theſe 
Premiſes, drawing your Concluſion? St. John, whom 
you quote, has no ſuch Logic. His Inference is de- 
duced from a very different Topic. You give us a 
Fragment of the Apoſtle's Words; why don't you 
exhibit the golden Bowl complete? We ſhall then 
quickly perceive, that it contains a more ſweet and 
falutary Draught, than you have provided for our 
Refreſhment. 

Ev T&TW TeTENEIW|%ty 11 ay 2TH path £1490, iu, wn 
ENTIOY EX WHEY EV TH NMERZN HOWTEWS. Which we tranſ- 
late, Herein is our Love made perfect, that we may 
have Baldneſs in the Day of Judgment *. As you are 
fond of criticiſing upon the original Scriptures, here 
you might have done it juſtly and honourably. Here 
you might have altered and reformed our Tranſla- 
tion; while every capable Judge would have owned 
your Service, to be ſeaſonable and important. The 
true Senſe of web nwwys is with us, or with regard to 
119. That is, GOD's Love, celebrated with inimit- 
able + Energy and Beauty in the preceding Verſe; 
GOD's Love towards us is herein made perſect; 
that is its grand and crowning Effect, that we ſhould 


Q 4 have, 


® ';:John iv. 17, 

+ O ®to; wyann eriv, God is Love, This TI call inimita- 
ble. Nothing can be more ſimple, yet nothing is more 
ſublime. For my Part, I know not how to attempt an 
Illuſtration of the noble Sentiment. It ſtrikes the Mind, 
as Light ſtrikes the Eye. No Art can make %ig more 
bright; and no Paraphraſe can make t more delicate, 
more majeſtic, more affecting. How flat, ſome of the 
fineſt Things, ſaid by the ancient Philoſophers ; how flat 
they read, when compared with this animated Stroke of 
divine Eloquence, the Reader, if he pleaſes, may fee in 
ConTEMPLATIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 
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have, not a bare Hope, but an unappalled Boldneſs 
at the Day of Judgment. 

As though he had ſaid, GOD, having reconciled 
us to himſelf, by the Blood of his SON —having re- 
newed us after his own Image, by his blefled 8 PI- 
RIT, teſtifying of CHRIST in our Hearts— 
having carried us through all the Dangers of Life, 
and raiſed our Bodies from the Duſt of Death He 
crowns and conſummates all theſe mo} indulgent 
Acts of his Grace, by giving us an undaunted and 
triumphant Confidence, at the Day of univerſal Au- 
dit. —According to. this Interpretation, your own 
Text is againit your Opinion, and refers this joy- 
ful Aſſurance, not to our Love of GOD, but to his 
Love of us; not to inherent Rightecuſucſs, but to 
free Grace *. 

Aſpaſt: thus tranſlates St. Peter's Words: I 
have obtained lite precious Faith in the Righteouſneſs of 
our GOD and our SAVIOUR t CHRIST Þ, 
Mr. Weſtey gives us to underſtand, that this i'ranſla- 
tion is wrong. It ſhould be Faith hang and not 
through the Righteouſneſs, but through the Mercy 
of our GOD and SAVIOUR.—He will not al- 
low the Greek Prepoſition * to ſignify in; though I 
can prove it, to have been in peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of this Signification, for more than two thouſand 

Vears. 

* Should it be ſaid, in cafe you t interpret the firſt 
Part of the Text, how will it connect with what ſollows? 
Perfectly well.—And none need wonder, that we ſhall 
appear with ſuch Boldneſs at his Coming; ſince they 
cannot but oblerve, that as He is, /o are We inthis World. 
We are actuated by his SPIRIT ; we reſemble Him in 


all our Converſation ; and hence it is evident, that we are 
one with Him. 


+ 2 Pet. i. 1. Tos i THAW AQNECK π — 0.ðù- e 2 uaieovry 
r Ore nh g Cwlnge; nw 1108 Kew x. 


» 


LET. 10, REV. MR. WESLEY. 233 


Years. And the Subſtantive $4 av muſt not de- 
note Righteouſneſs, though it pleads, as a Warrant 
for this weighty Senſe, the inconteſtible Authority 
of St. Paul. Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that 
I can produce a Multitude of Proofs, to overthrow 
your firſt puny Alteration ; but my: if you can, 
a ſingle Paſſage from the whole Mew T eſtament *, 

to uphold your laſt daring Innovation. 
Here, I cannot but obſerve; you abandon your 
favourite Commentator BengeH,t of whoſe Merit 
and Excellence you ſpeak fo highly and fo juſtly, 
He ſays, in his Notes upon the Place, the Righte- 
ouſneſs of GO as ur SAVIOU] R, is the Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST; which Faith apprehends, and 
which is oppoſed to a Man's own Righteouſneſs. — 
What is more ſurpriſing, you depart from your own 
Comment; nay, you exhreſly contradict your own 
| Comments 22 ediiy tie Readers of your Expoſi- 
tion, you inform and aſiure them, that this Phraſe 
ſignifies both the active and paſſive Righteouſneſs?” 
of CHRIST. To gainſay what /p has ad- 
vanced, you more than inſinuate, that it ſignifies no 
ſuch Thing, but only“ the Mercy of our LORD.“ 
—Nay, to corroborate the true Senſe, and deter- 
mine the Words invariably to the active and paſſive 
Li ghteouſneſs of CHRIST, you add, © It is this 
& alone, by which the Juſtice of GOD is ſatisfied.” 
If then Mr. Veſley would reconcile, what he writes 
in his expoſitory Notes, with what he writes in his 
Ani- 


* The Righteouſueſs of GOD, the Rig hteouſne/s of GOD 
our SAVIOUR, never Gdenotes, in all the apottolical 


Writings, the Attribute of Mercy. If it does, and Mr. 
Weſley can make it appear, i will ated myſelſ miſtaken 
and thank him for correcting my Error, 
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Animadverſions on Apaſio, he muſt maintain, that 
by the Mercy of GOD alone, his Juſtice is ſatisfied, 
I will not exclaim, on this Occaſion, as you have 
too freely and not very genteely done, in your Let- 
ter to Mr. Lato, Exquiſite Nonſenſe * !”” But this 
I may venture to ſay, Contradiction, didſt thou ever 
know, ſo truſty a Friend, or ſo faithful a Devotee ? 
Many People are ready enough to contradict others. 
But it ſeems all one to this Gentleman, whether it 

be another or himſelf, ſo he may but contradict, 
Permit me, for a Moment, ſeriouſly to expoſtu- 
late the Caſe. Why ſhould you be fo averſe to the 
Righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR? 
Why ſhould you ranſack all the Stores of your Learn- 
ing and Knowledge; nay, deſcend to unwarranta- 
ble Criticiſms, and quite unworthy your ſuperior 
Abilities, in order to exclude this moſt glorious 
Truth from the Bible; in order to exterminate this 
moſt precious Privilege from the Church? Attempt, 
if you think proper, to pluck the Sun from the Fir- 
mament, to hide the Light from our Eyes, and 
withdraw the Air from our Lungs. But do not 
attempt to rob us of what is far more valuable than 
all theſe Bleſſings, by depriving us of this ineſtima— 
ble Treaſure, the Righteouſneſs of CHR IST.— 
Which, 


* Mr. WW:/ley, in the Abridement of his Letter to Mr. 
Law, inſerted in the Prejervative from unſettled Notions, 
has expunged this and ſome other indecently harth Ex- 
preſſions. In ſo doing, he has done well. Since the 
centemptuous and the reproachful, even when really de- 
ſerved, can have no Tendency to confirm our Argument, 
but to provoke Reſentment. They are not the moſt pro- 
miſing Means of joining us together, in the ſame Mind 
and the ſame judgment; but rather the ſure Way, to 
waden the Breach, and increaſe Animolity. 
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Which, being a Righteouſneſs, immaculate, all- 
ſurpaſſing,. divine, ſwallows up and annihilates our 
Guilt; as the immenſe Waves of the Occan, would 
ſwallow up and annihilate the Drop of ink, that 
now hangs on the Point of my Pen.— Which, being 
a Righteouſneſs, immaculate, all-ſurpaſſing, divine, 
will preſent us before our GOD, and before his An- 
gels, without Spot and Blemiſh; in Robes, more 
beautiful than the Colours of that reſplendent Bow, 
which is bended on the Skirts of yonder Cloud. 

I here is revealed the Righteouſneſs of GOD— 
« GO D's Method of juſtitying Sinners.“ See this 
Interpretation examined, and this Objection anſwer- 
ed before, 

We eſtabliſh the Law, as we expect no Salvation, 
without a perfect Conformity to it *—namely, by 
CHRIST. * Is not this a mere Quibble?”” ſays 
Mr. J7:/:y.—Quite the reverſe. It is no 4e Concert, 
but an exceeding ſerious and momentous Truth. 
It is no Play upon the Sound of Words, but expreſſes 
a Doctrine of great Solidity, and of the laſt Impor- 
tance, Tell me, ye that cavil at this Method of 
eſtabliſhing the Law, by what other Expedient you 
propoſe to effect it? By your paſt Conduct? That, 
you muſt acknowledge, has been more or leſs a Vio- 
lation of the Law. — By your preſent Obedience ? 
That, you cannot deny, falls ſhort of the ſublime 
Requirements of the Law. — By your future Beha- 
viour? Well, 1 will ſuppoſe, that, in ſome future 

Period, 


The Reader is deſired to peruſe 4/pafio's own Words, 
Vol. II. Pag. 369, 370. I here his Sentiments are more 
fully explained; but the Paſſage is not tranſcribed, on 
Purpoſe to avoid increaſing the Size of this Piece. Which 


already ſwells to a larger Bulk than the Writer propoſed. 
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Period, you reach the very Summit of Perfection. 
Still the Law will have much to complain of, and 
will lay much to your Charge. You have not mag- 
nified it by a holy Nature. You have not preſented 
it, with the conſummate Righteouſneſs of your whole 
Heart, and your whole Converſation, You have 
not begun, from the firſt Moment of your Exiſ- 
tence, and perſevered in this perfect Conformity, to 
the laſt Breath you drew. In this Caſe, either the 
Law muſt recede from its moſt righteous Demands, 
and the immutable G OD muſt compromiſe Matters 
with his Creatures, or elſe you can never enter into 
Life. Unleſs you renounce all ſuch impotent At- 
tempts, and arrogant Conceits; taik no more of 
cc practiſing It, in its full Extent,” but betake your- 
ſelf to CHRIST, who is the End of the Law x, 
for accompliſhing that Rzghteonſneſs, which its Pre— 
cepts demand, but which the Frailty of Man cannot 
perform. 

Thus we eſtabliſh the Law, as the conſummate 
Standard of Righteouſneſs ; as the original Condition 
of Life; and as that moſt venerable Syſtem, with 
which, as well as with its divine Author, there is no 
Variableneſs or Shadow of changing. And does this 
Method of ſecuring the Digaity of the Law, hinder 

or 


Nom. . 8. CHRIST US; faith Bengelius, eft red, 
vous; juſtitiam & wilam, quam Lex aſtendit, ſed dare nequit, 
tribuens. CHRIST is the End of the Law. How ? By 
bringing in that Righteouſneſs, and giving that Life, 
which the Law ſhews, and ſhews the Want of, but neither 
itſelf gives, nor can enable us to acquire. 

CHRISTUS, ſaith St. Auguſtine, eſt legis finis, interfi- 
ciens & perficiens. The ceremonial Law he hs lain, and 
taken out of the Way, The moral Law he has fulfilled 
for us, and we in him. Inaſmuch as, through Faith in 
his Name, his Obedience becometh ours. 


oO 


I 


I 


. Wi w AA > WO 


8 — 


' LET. 10. REV. MR. WESLEY. 237 


or diſcourage a dutiful Obſervance of its Commands? 
If not, your Objection derived from that well-known 
Text, Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the LORD, is 


— — Telum imbelle fine ictu. 


If this be the moſt rational, and the moſt ſure Way 
of producing the Love of GOD, which is the very 
Eſſence of true Holineſs, then your Objection re— 
coils, and falls upon the H2-ad of your own Cauſe. — 
Can there be a more powerful, a more endearing 
Motive to love the LORD my GOD, than a 
Perſuaſion of his ineffable Love to me, in giving his 
dear SON, ſo to fulfil, ſo to fatisfy the Law on my 
Behalf, that I am thereby delivered from all my Of- 
fences; am veſted with a perfect Righteouſneſs; and, 
on the Foot of Juſtice, as well as Mercy, ſtand en- 
titled to eternal Life! 
« Though I believe, that CHRIST hath lived 
& and died for me, yet | would ſpeak very tenderly 
« and ſparingly of the former.” —How widely then 
does your Practice differ from the Apoſtle's ? Mie be- 
lieve, and therefore have ſpsken, confidently and in- 
cellantly, in Seaſon, and out oi Seaſon. No, ſays 
Mr. Wiley, (We believe, and therefore we ſpeak 
« tenderly and fparingly.”—lif you believe, that 
CHRIST has lived for you, and fulfilled all Righ- 
teouſneſs in your Stead, ſurely you ſhould give him 
the Honour cf this wonderful Loving-Kindneſs, and 
both preach, and talk, and. fing of his Goodneſs. 
It ſhould be as a Fire ſhut up in your Bones; and 
you ſhou!d ſpeak, that yourſelf may be refreſhed, and 
your LORD may be glorificd, 
But you © fear dreadful Conſequences :* What? 
Where the divine Holineſs fears none? And the di- 
6 | vine 
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vine Preſcience ſees none? Are you then more deep. 
ſighted, to diſcern theſe diſtant Evils, than Omni- 
ſcience ? Methinks, I would not have ſpoken thus, 
unleſs I had been wiſer than the SPIRIT of Inſpi- 
ration.ä— Do you not, by cheriſhing, and avowing 
ſuch Apprehenſions, find Fault with the glorious 
Goſpel, in which this Righteouſneſs is revealed? 
Revealed, as its moſt eminent Article, and moſt dif- 
tinguiſhing Peculiarity ?—=A Doctrine taught, and 
a Bleſſing granted, and both from Heaven! Yet not 
fit to be diſplayed, inculcated, and inſiſted on! What 
a contemptible Idea muſt this give of our holy Re- 
ligion, and of our holy Revelation, to an inquiring 
Infidel ? 
„ would never ſpeak of them (the active and 
« paſſive Righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ſeparately.” 
This infinuates, what Aſpaſio diſavows ; and what 
you cannot hint, without apparent Injuſtice to his Sen- 
timents.—“ I would ſpeak of it (the former) as ſpar- 
„ ingly as do the Scriptures.” Here, you appeal to 
thoſe Writings, which muſt either condemn your Con- 
duct, or their own Propriety. At your Leiſure con- 
ſider the Caſe, and you will find the Dilemma una- 
voidable.—In the mean Time, be ſo candid as to 
read a ſhort Note, inſerted in Theron and Aſpaſss, 
Vol. II. Page 294. Where you may ſee, that the 
Scriptures are far from ſpeaking ſparingly on this 
Point. It is their favourite and fundamental Topic. 
It runs through them, as a golden Woof through a 
Warp of Silver; or as the vital Blood through the 
animal Structure.—And whatever you, Sir, may be 
inclined to do, I hope, no Lover of CHRIST will 
be perſuaded to ſecrete this invaluable Truth of the 
Goſpel. Shall /uch a Truth ſkulk in a Corner, or 
9 ſoeak 
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ſpeak only in a Whiſper? No; let us proclaim it 
upon the Houſe-Tops; and with, that the joyful 
Sound may reach the very Ends of the Earth. 

The Gift of Righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a Righte- 
ouſnels not their own.—A/pafry's Expreilion is, not 
originally their own. Originally he ſaid, with a 
View of hinting, that, 4n ſome other Senſe, it was 
and is their own. Their own, by way of Impu- 
tation, though not by way of Operation. This 
Word, in order to make the Sentence appear ab- 
ſurd, Mr. Weſley drops. But whether ſuch a Prac- 
tice be free from Guile, or what the Apoſtle calls 
cunning Craftineſs, let the impartial Reader judge. 

Aſpaſio's Interpretation of the Phraſe, authenti- 
cated by the Language of Scripture, Mr, J/:/ley ſets 
aſide ; and introduces another, whoſe only Recom- 
mendation to the Public is, © I come from Mr. :ſ- 
& [y's Pen.” — Do you fo? Then we will allow you 
all proper Regard. But, becauſe you come from 
Mr. I/:fley's Pen, muſt you therefore diſplace Pro- 
priety, and ſupplant "i ruth? Make an inſpired 
Writer argue incorrectly, nay, jar with himſelf ? 
This is rather too much for you to aſſume, even 
though you came recommended by a greater Name. 

„The Gift of Righteouſneſs ſignifies the Righ- 
ce teouſneſs or Holineſs which GOD gives to and 
« works in them.” Let us obſerve the Apoſtle's 
Aim, and the Proceſs of his Reaſoning.—His Aim 
is to illuſtrate the Manner of our Juſtification. For 
this Purpoſe he forms a Contraſt between Alam's 
Tranſgreſſion, and C ZR 1ST's Obedience. Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, which he himſelf committed, ruins 
all that ſpring from him, This is the leading Pro- 
polition, Now, if the ſacred Diſputant knows how 

to 
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to reaſon accurately, or to draw a Concluſion juſtly, 
the Concluſion muſt be to this Effect; So likewiſe 
CHRIST's Obedience, which he himſelf per- 
formed, recovers all who believe in Him. Through 
Adam's Diſobedience, without the Confideration of 
their own Miſdoings, the former are made Sinners, 
Through CHRIS T's Obedience, without the Con- 
ſideration of their own good Qualities, the latter are 
made righteous.— Though I am far, very far from 
diſeſteeming the Holineſs wrought in us, yet what 
Place has it here? In the Article of Juſtification it 
is utterly excluded, It has no ſhare in the Accom- 
pliſhmenr of that great Work; and every attentive 
Reader will ſee, that it enters not into the Apoſtle's 
preſent Argumentation.—belides ; if the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs ſignifies the Holineſs wrought in us, 
then we ſhall reign in Life, by means of a perſonal, 
not of an imputed Righteouſneſs, by means of an 
imperfect, not of a complete Obedience. — Then 
all the People of GOD will be juſtified, not by the 
Obedience of ONE, but each by his own, ſeverally 
and diſtindtly. Which is contrary, not only to a 
fingle, but to many expreſs Paſlages of this very 
Chapter. | 

I ſaid, Every attentive Reader will ſee,” —Some, 
perhaps, may ſay within themſelves; Is not this 
ſpoken in Mr. Veſley's Manner? The looſe pre- 
ſumptive Way of Arguing, which you blame in 
Him? — To which it is anſwered; I am far from 
reſting my Point upon this preſumptive Proof, It is 
not the Pillar, which ſupports my Cauſe ; but only 
a Feſtoon, which adorns my Pillar, — However, was 
it accompanied with no Proofs, ſatisfactory to others; 
it muſt to Mr. /7:Jl:y, whom I ſuppoſe one of the 
attentive 


( 
attentive Readers, have the Force of Demonſtration, 


Hear his own Words, in his Comment on this very 
Portion of Scripture. “ As the Sin of Adam, with- 
„ out the Sins which we afterwards committed, 
« brought us Death: So the Righteouſneſs of 
« CHRIST, without the good Works, which 
« we afterwards perform, brings us Life *. Alt is a 
Righteouſneſs, without the good Works, which we 
afterwards perform ; therefore, it is a Righteouſneſs, 
not originally our own, but Another's. It is not 
that, which GOD works in us, but prior to it, and 
independent on it. It Apaſio had ſuborned an Evi- 
dence, and put Words into his Mouth, he could not: 
have deviſed a more direct and full Confirmation of 
his Doctrine, than this volunteer Witneſs depoſeth. 
I thank you, Sir, for giving me ſo valuable an Ex- 
planation of the Git of Righteouſneſs and its bleſſed 
Effects. I thank you likewiſe, for furniſhing Aſpaſio 
with ſo inconteſtable a Vindication, againſt the Ob- 
jections of the Author of The Preſervative, 

The Obedience of ONE, fo highly extolled by 
the Apoſtle, is CHRIST's actual Performance of 
the whole Law.—T his you deny. I wiſh you had 
favoured me with your Reaſons for this Denial. But 
my Wiſhes of this Kind are conſtantly diſappointed, 
However, I will follow our LORD's Direction, and 
do unto others, even as I would they ſhould do unto 
me. I will give you a reaſon for my own or Aſpaſio's 
Interpretation, —The Apoltle is treating of Adam's 
actual Breach of the Law. If fo, the proper Anti- 
theſis muſt be CHR IST's actual Performance of 

| R the 


* Here Mr. Weſley ſpeaks in perfect Agreement with 
St. Chry/oftom : O Xpigeg Tv £5 ale, aiot v Oxaorgayn® 
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the Law.—In the following Verſes he explains him- 
ſelf.—Let them be the Comment on our Text, and 
the Gift of Righteouſneſs means, The Righteouſneſs of 
ONE ; the Obedience of ONE. This Righteouſneſs 
we have in FESUS CHRIST our LORD; all 
other is inherent in ourſelves. Juſtification by this 
Righteouſneſs, is alone conſiſtent with free Grace; 
Juſtification by any other, is (inconſiſtent with it, 
is) ſubverſive of it. 

Farther ; as you are a Critic in the Greet, you 
need not be informed, that St. Paul uſes three 
ſeveral Words, OUKOWACL 91:0:490vun, vr&x01, Now 
can you ſhew any Paſiages, in which all theſe Words 
are uſed to ſignify Sufferings or Death? - Nay, can 
you ſhew me any fingle Pallage, in which any one 
of them occurs in this Signification? If you cannot, 
what Shadow of Authority have you for putting this 
Conſtruction upon the Words, in the preſent Caſe ? 
What Shadow of Authority for faying, with that 
unlimited Confidence; CHRIST's “ dying for 
« Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not the 20 ele 
e which is meant by that Expreſſion * ???—If you 
attend to the Tenour of the Apoſtle's Argument, or 
enquire into the Import of his Language, perhaps, 
you will fee Cauſe, not only to alter, but even to 
reverſe, this your poſitive Aſſertion. 

Let me ſubjoin an Extract from St. Chry/o/tom ; 
ſuited to this and the preceding Paragraph; and 

worthy 


* The Obedience of One, St. CHryſeſtom expounds by 
le hg % Would Mr. Weſley venture to affirm 
that dying well, not doing avell, is certainly the chief Thing 
ſignified in zaloghuoail®-? A pretty daring Criticiim this! 
Does not the Word rather ſignify, A Courſe of Well 
doing; terminated (if you pleaſe) in, not conſtituted by 
a correſpondent Death ? 9 
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worthy of our ſerious Conſideration. From which 


it will appear, that Aſpa/zo is by no means ſingular in 
his Sentiments, but ſpeaks the Doctrine of the an- 


cient Church. Tor ei Incz Xpig's 0 Ada 
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II ęoterog, an expreſſive Word! It ſeems to denote 
ſuch a Procuring of Righteouſneſs for Sinners, as corre- 
ſponds with the Proviſion made, by ſome hoſpitable 
Houſholder, for the Strangers who are come to be his 
Gueſts. In which they bear no Part, either of the Ex- 
pence, or of the Trouble, IpeZerw oo; mo, Hujus rei Jum 
tibi auctor; hanc rem libi cemparo. Steph. Theſaur. in voc. 
+ Chryſaſt. Tom. III. pag. 71, 72. Edit. Savil © Adam 
is a 1 ype of CHRIST. How? In this Keſpect; as 
the former was the Cauſe of Death to all his Deſcen- 
dents, though they did not (like him) eat of the for- 
bidden Fruit; ſo CHRIST 1s the Cauſe (weofeo;) Au- 
thor, Procurer of Righteouſneſs to all his Seed, though 
they have not (like Him) been perſonally obedient ; 


even 
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That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in 
us. That is, by our Repreſentative, and in our 
Nature.—< Amazing !”” cries Mr. Meſey. But 
why amazing ? Is not this the common Import of 
the moſt common Actions? Do not you and I make 
Laws in and by our Repreſentatives in Parliament ? 
May not every Debtor, when his Surety has given 
full Satisfaction to the Creditor, ſay; I have ſatiſ- 
fied, I have paid, in my Bondſman ? 

To invalidate this Interpretation, you alledge ; 
That the Apoſtle “ is not ſpeaking here of the 
„ Cauſe of our Juſtification, but the Fruits of it.“ 
Among all the excellent Things, which in your 
Studies and in your Travels, you have learned; 
have you never learned, that, between ſaying and 
| proving 


t even of that Righteouſneſs, which he finiſhed for us on 
4 the Croſs. For this Reaſon, —ro aſcertain and appropri- 
« ate the Honuur of this Rightecujneſs to CHRIST ; as a 
« Work, not wrought by us, nor wrought in us, but completed 
« for us on the curſed Tree. — He inſiſts and dwells upon 
ce that very obſervable Circumſtance, Oxe. He iterates 
«« and reiterates the emphatical Word ONE. He intrc- 
«« duces it again and again, and can hardly p:evail upon 
« himſelf to diſcontinue the Repetition. As by one Mar 
% Sin entered into the World Through the Offence of 
«© One many be dead—Not as it was by One that ſinned, 
«© ſoisthe free Gift—The Judgment was by Ore to Con- 
«« demnation—Byone Man's OffenceDeath reigned by One 
«© As by the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all 
«< Men unto Condemnation—As by the Diſobedience of 
One many were made Sinners,—'l hus does the Apoſtle 
«© again and again introduce the Word ONE, and can 
«© hardly prevail on himſelf todiſcontinue the Repetition. 
«« That if a Few ſhould aſs, How can the World be faves 
«« by the Well-doing of One, or by the Obedience of 
« CHRIST? You may be able to reply on his own 
Principles; How could the World be condemned by the 
« Eyil-doingof One, or by the Diſobedience of Adam? 
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proving, there is a wide Difference? Never did I 
meet with a Perſon, who ſeemed fo totally ignorant 
of this very obvious Truth.—Well; we muſt take 
your Word, without Proof ; but I hope, not with- 
out Examination. © The Apoſtle is ſpeaking of the 
« Fruit.” Is then the fulfilling of the Law, the 
Fruit of Juſtification ? This is the firſt Time, I ap- 
prehend, that any ſuch Thing was deliberately af- 
firmed. It is the Cauſe, the adequate, the immedi- 
ate, and indeed the only proper Cauſe of Juſtifica- 
tion. But the Fruits are Peace of Conſcience, and 
Love of GOD ; the Spirit of Adoption, and the 
Hope of Glory. 


Shew me, Sir, where 9awyz, in Conjunction 


with Ts rye, ſignifies the Fruits of Juſtification 
and not thoſe Demands of the Law, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſatisfied, before Juſtification can take 
place, Eſpecially, when the Phraſe is corroborated 
by that other ſtrong Expreſſion, n. An Ex- 
preſſion, uſed by our LORD, concerning himſelf, 
and the Deſign of his coming into the World. Ap- 
plicable to Him alone, who is the End of the Law 
tor Righteouſneſs ; and deſcriptive of that Obedience, 
by which alone the Law is magnifed. 

This Senſe, ſays Aßpaſis, agrees with the Tenour 
of the Apoſtle's Arguing. © Not here;” replies 
Mr. Wfley.—Let us then confider the Aim, and 
trace the Progreſs, of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning. He 
is clearing up and confirming that great Privilege of 
the Goſpel, There is no Condemnation to them that are 
in FESUS CHRIST, This, you will allow, is 
not the Fruit of Juſtification, but Juſtification itſelf. 
As this wants no Argument to contirm it, Jet us 
proceed in our Attention to the ſacred Writer. 


R 3 "There 
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There is no Condemnation to thoſe, who are true 
Believers in FESUS CHRIST. Who, in Con- 
ſequence of this Beiief, walk not after the Fleſh, but 
after the SPIRIT, 

Perhaps, ſome Man will ſay; How can this be? 
Since even true Believers fall ſhort. Navy, they of- 
fend; and therefore muſt. be liable to the Curſe.— 
For this Reaſon, they are delivered from Condem- 
nation; becauſe the Law of the SPIRIT of Life in 
CHRIST 7FESUS, that new Diſpenſation, in- 
troduced in the room of the old Law, promiſes the 
Privilege of Pardon, and the Gift of the SPIRIT, 
in which Things the true Life and rea] Happineſs 
of Mankind conſiſt, Promiſes both freely, without 
any Works, purely on Account of the Righteouſneſs 
which is in CHRIST FESUS. And hereby, 
this new, gracious, bleſſed Diſpenſation, hath made me 
free from the Law; which convinced me of Sin; con- 
demncd me for Sin; and bound me over unto Death. 
* Theſe are glad Tidings, doubtleſs. But are they 
not attended with two Inconveniencies? Does not 
this Procedure deprive the Law of its due Honour, 
and ſcreen the Sinner from his deſerved Puniſh- 
ment?—By no Means. For that which was an alſo- 
lute Impoſſibility, on Account of the Strictneſs of the 
Law, and the Weakneſs of human Nature, GOD, to 
whom nothing is impoſſible, has moſt wonderfully 
accompliſhed. By ſending his own SON, m the Like- 
neſs of ſinful I laſb, to live among Sinners; to come 
under their Obligations; and perform the Obedience 
demanded from them. By ſending Him alſo to be 
a Sacrifice for Sin; to be charged with its Guilt, 
. and undergo its Puniſhment. By this grand Expe- 
dient, he has provided for the Honour and perfect 

| Accom- 
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Accompliſhment of the Law. He has alſo condemned 
and puniſhed Sin, with the utmoſt Severity. And 
bath theſe in the Fleſh; in that very Nature, which 
was guilty, diſabled, ruined, 

Should you farther aſk; Wherefore is all this ? 
To lay the ſureſt Foundation, or make the moſt 
complete Proviſion, for our Juſtihcation. That the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, both its righteous Sentence 
and its righteous Precepts, whatever either of Suffer- 
ing or of Obedience it required from Tranſgreflors, 
being fulfilled in CHRIST might be fulfilled in us. 
As it was all done in our Name; and as He and we 
are one. One in civil Eſtimation, for He is our Re- 
preſentative, One in legal Eſtimation, for He 1s 
our Surety. One in ſocial Eſtimation, for He is our 
Bridegroom. For which Cauſe, his righteous Acts 
are ours, and his atoning Death is ours. 

There was a I ime, when you embraced theſe 
Sentiments, When you had ſuch Views of Things. 
When ſuch Language came out of your Mouth. 
Which even now ſtands upon Record, .under your 
own Hand. See your“ Principles of a Methodiſt.” 
If you have forgotten them, permit me to remind 
you of them. CHRIST, you ſay, is now the 
« Righteouſneſs of all them, that truly believe in 
« Him. He for them paid the Ranſom by his 
« Neath; He for them fulfilled the Law in his Life. 
« So that now, in Him and by Him, every Be- 
& liever may be called a Fultiller of the Law.“ 
Since you pronounce my Senſe of the Apoſtle's 
Words unnatural ; I adopt, I eſpouſe a *, And 

R 4 ſo 


* Should Mr. Veſey ſay; Though I uſed theſe Words, 
I never intended them for a Comment on this Paſſage, 
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ſo much the more readily, as it will puzzle Sagacity 
itſelf, to diſcern a Difference between them. 

I totally deny the Criticiſm on u and 
$ Zawya.” Then be ſo good as to ſuggeſt a better. 
Or, if this ſhould be ſomewhat difficult, at leaſt fa- 
vour us with a Reaſon for this your total Denial. 
Not a Word of either. Strange! That a Man of 
ordinary Diſcernment ; ſhould offer to obtrude upon 
the Public, ſuch a Multitude of naked, unſupported, 
magiſterial Aſſertions! Should ever be able to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that a poſitive Air will paſs for De- 
monſtration, or ſupply the Place of Argument! If 
this be to demonſtrate, if this be to confute, the 
Ideot is as capable of both, as the Philoſopher.— 
May I not cry out, in. your own Strain? O how 
deep an Averſion to the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, does this Arminian Scheme diſcover |! 
Since it will make a Man gainſay, when he knows 
not why, or wherefore. 

St. Paul declares, that the Gentiles who followed not 
after Righteouſneſs, bad attained unto Righteonſneſs. 
Upon which Aſpaſio obſerves, that the Righteouſneſs, 
here mentioned, could not be any perſonal Righte- 
ouſneſs. To which Mr. eſley replies, “ It was.” 
And to render his Reply quite irreſiſtible, a perfect 
Thunderbolt in Argumentation; he adds, “ Cer- 
6e tainly it was.” - How, Sir! Did they attain per- 
ſonal Righteouſneſs without ſeeking after it? Are 
you becoming a Calviniſt? You that had rather be 
an Atheiſt? Could the Zealot of Geneva go greater 


Lengths ? 


If you did not, I imagine, the Compilers of our Homi- 
lies, from whom they are taken, did. At leaſt they re- 


arded this Text as a Foundation, a Warrant, a Proof of 
their Doctrine, 
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Lengths ?— Aſpa/io will not deny, that theſe Gentiles 
were ſanctified, as well as juſtified, but he will ven- 
ture to affirm, that no Degree of Sanctification can 
make the Perſons righteous, who are once become 
Sinners. CHRIST, like Elijah, firſt caſts his 
Mantle over them; and then, like Eliſba, they for- 
ſake all, and follow Him. 

The Righteouſneſs, which the Gentiles attained, 
could not be a perſonal Righteouſneſs, “ Certainly 
« it was.” Then it was the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law. Whereas, the Righteouſneſs which they at- 
tained, is expreisly ſaid, to be the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith. — Then it was a Righteouſneſs conſiſting of 
good Works and godly Tempers. W hereas, their 
Righteouſneſs conſiſted in believing, according to 
the Apoſtle's own Explanation. Mieth the Heart 
Man believeth unte Righteouſneſs. — Then it was 
the Righteouſneſs of Man. Perlonal Righteouſneſs 
and implanted Holineſs pals, in the Scriptures, un- 
der that Denomination, Whereas, theſe Gentiles 
ſubmitted themſelves to the Righteouſneſs of G OD.— 
If, what theſe Gentiles attained, had been a perſonal 7 
Righteouſneſs, it would have been no Stumbling— | 
block to the Jets. Even they would have fallen in 
with ſuch a Syſtem of Religion, as ſhould aſcribe 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation to their own Duties and 
their own Deeds. 

You ſay ; It was implanted, as well as imputed.“ 


Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed Righte- "| 
ouſneſs. You yourſelf uſe the rhraſe. You affirm 
it to be, if not the Whole, Part at leaſt, of the 
Apoſtle's Doctrine. I wiſh, you had been of this 1 
Mind, when you began your Letter. Then you of 
would not have conjured me, by all that is venerable 

and 
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and important, to diſcontinue an Expreflion, which 
conveys—your own—the Apoſtle's Meaning—and 
the Meaning of the HOLY GHOST. 

You join imputed and implanted Righteouſneſs, 
So, in Caſe this Addreſs to yourſelf ſhould pats 
through the Printer's Hand, would TI join a hand- 
ſome Type and pertinent Reaſoning, Yet, I appre- 
hend, when you fit down to examine the Eſſay, you 
will regard only the latter.—What you aſſociate, 
you aſſociate properly, The firſt is the Trunk, the 
laſt is one of the Branches, which ſpring from it. 
But the Apoſtle ſeems, in the Place before us, to 
be conſidering the firſt only. The laſt he reſerves, 
for ſome future Occaſion.— He is ſpeaking of the 
Righteouſneſs, by which we are ſaved ; and that is 
folely the imputed Righteouſneſs of C HRIST.— 
He is ſpeaking of the Righteouſneſs, which was an 
Eye-Sore and an Offence to the felf-conceired Ferws ; 
and this was only the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST.—He is ſpeaking of a Righteouſneſs, 
contradiſtinguiſhed to that Righteouſneſs, which 1s 
deſcribed by He that doeth theſe Things; and this can 
be nothing elſe, but the imputed Righteouſneſs ot 
CHRIST.—Therefore, though Love of GOD, 
and Conformity to his Image; though the pure 
Heart, and the devout Affection; are the inſeparable 
Concomitants, or rather the genuine Produce, of 
imputed Righteouſneſs ; yet here they come not un- 
der Conſideration. Jo force them into this Paſſage, 
is to make them appear out of due Seaſon. Such an 
Expoſition, may beſpeak a zealous Officiouſneſs, 
not a diſtinguiſhing Judgment. Becauſe, it con- 
founds the Order of the Apoſtle's Plan; it defeats 

the 
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the Deſign of his Argument, if it does not introduce 
Self-Contradiction into his arguing. 

This Righteouſneſs came upon the Gentiles, as 
the former and latter Rain upon the Earth. To them 
was fulfilled the Word ſpoken by the Prophet //7:ah ; 
Let the Skies pour down Righte:uſneſs. As the Farth 
engendereth not the Rain; has nor the leaſt Influ- 
ence, in forming, or the leaſt Agency, in procuring, 
the refreſhing Showers ; but only receiveth them, 
as the mere Gift of Providence; fo theſe Gentiles 
had not the leaſt Influence in ett-cling, nor the leaſt 
Agency in procuring, this Righteouſneſs. — When 
the good News came into their Territories, they 
were totally deſtitute of it; they were utterly uncon- 
cerned about it; they knew nothing at all concern= 
ing it. But ſeeing it revealed in the Goſpel ; ſeeing 
it diſplayed, as the Work of GOD, and hearing it 
offered, as the Gift of GOD; they were not diſ- 
obedient to the heavenly Invitation. They believed 
the Report; they accepted the Blefſing ; and relied 
upon it, for Life and Salvation. — Then, as the Ron 
coming down and the Snow from Heaven, returncth not 
thither again, but watereth the Earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud; that it may give Seed to the Snwer, 
and Bread to the Eater : So, this ineſtimable Truth 
being admitted into the Soul, CARIST and his 
Righteouſneſs being received to dwell in the Heart *; 
all the Powers of intellectual Nature, or what St, 
Paul calls the inner Man, are exhilarated, quickened, 
and fructified. They bud as the Roſe, and bloſſom 
as the Lily; they bring forth the Fruits of inward 
Love, of outward Obedience, of univerſal God- 
lineſs. 


For 
* Eph. iii. 17, 
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For Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, in the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST. Was there ever ſuch a Com- 
ce ment before?” May I not anſwer, in your own 
Words ; was there ever ſuch a Method of Confu- 
tation uſed before ?—But you add; © The plain 
« Meaning is, For training up in Holineſs of Heart 
c and of Life.” I wiſh, you had thought of intro- 
ducing this Interpretation, by the following ſhort 
Preface, © I take it for granted.” You would then 
have been ſure of ſaying one I ruth. But if this does 
not appear plain to me, as you fee it did not to A, 
paſio, methinks, you ſhould lend me your Spectacles, 
or favour me with your Reaſons, 

If you pleaſe to examine the Paſſage, you will find 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, comprehended in one of 
the preceding Expreſſions. If; emaroghuorw figni- 
fies, for Reſtoration of the Man, to a ſtate of moral 
Uprightneſs. Which muſt include a Renovation of 
the Mind, and a Reformation of the Conduct. After 
this comes, very properly, and without any Tauto- 
logy, very needfully, and to the exceeding Comfort 
of the Sinner; another moſt valuable Property of 
the Scriptures. They inſtruct the Reader in the 
Chriſtian Righteouſneſs ; in the juſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs; in that myſterious, but incomparably precious 
Righteouſneſs, which no other Book in the World 
diſplays, mentions, or ſo much as hints. Yet, with- 
out which, we could never ſtand in the Judgment; 
never find Acceptance with GOD ; nor be admitted 
into the Realms of Glory. —If you reject this Senſe, 


the Apoſtle's Character of the ſacred Volumes is 


very defective. It leaves out, what is their ſupreme 
Excellence, and moſt diſtinguiſhing Peculiarity. 
What is firſt, and above all other Things, neceſſary 


tor 
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for our fallen Race, —A Traveller undertakes to give 
an Account of ſome celebrated Picture Gallery, He 
deſcribes the Dimenſions of the Structure, the Form 
of the Windows, the Ornaments of the Roof, but 
he quite forgets, at leaſt he totally omits, the Arti- 
cle of the Paintings. Is this a maſterly execution 
of his Deſign? Is this ſatisfactory to the Hearer's 
Curioſity ? 

He ſhall convince the Mori of Righteouſneſs —< That 


« | am not a Sinner, but innocent and holy.” 


How flat and jejune is this Expoſition! Nothing can 


Is this all tg#SPIRIT witneſſes, concerning the 
moſt adorable and inhnitely deſerving SON of 
GOD? Does this come up to the inconceivable 
Dignity of his Perſon, and the immenſely glorious 
Perfection of his Work ! Is this ſufficient to comfort 
the Conſcience, ſmitten with a Senſe of moſt damn- 
able Guilt, and alarmed with the Terrors of eter- 
nal Vengcance ? 

The whole Clauſe contains a Platform or Sum- 
mary of evangelical Truth. Of that all-important 
Truth, which Miniſters are to teach and preach ; 
which the HOLY SPIRIT will own and accom- 
pany with his Influence; and which is thereby made 
the Power of GOD to the Salvation of the Hearers. 
—He ſhall convince the World H Sin; of the guilty 
and miſerable State, in which all Mankind are plung- 
ed by Nature; and in which every individual Perfon 
continues, ſo long as he is deſtitute of an Interett in 
CHRIST; ſo long as he believeth not in HIM, 


who died upon the Croſs, and is gone to the F A- 


be more fo, to my Taſte.—“ Innocent and holy!“ 


THER.—Of Righteorſneſs; He ſhall reveal the 


REDEEMER's moſt perfect and magnificent 
Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs in their Hearts. That Righteouſ- 
neſs, which ſatisſies the Juſtice of the MOST HIGH, 
and brings complete Redemption to Tranſgreſſors. 
Teſtifying, nt barely that he is innocent, ſuch was 
Huam in Paradiſe: Not barely that he is holy, ſuch 
are Angels in Heaven: Shall the eternal C RE A- 
TOR, even after his Humiliation unto Death, have 
no higher a T<cſ{timony, than a Set of mere Crea- 
tures ! Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST will con- 
vitice the World, that C 7 RIST's Righteouſneſs 
is the grand aud capital Bleſſing, which the Pro- 
pheis foretold ; and which not only fulfils, but 
magnifies the Law. That it is the Righteouſneſs, 
the very Righteouſneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH ; 
and theretoie renders every Soul, to whom it is im- 
puted, unblameable, unreprovable, complete. Glo- 
rivus Office this! Worthy to be the Object of the 
almighty COM FOR I ER's Agency! In perform- 
ing which, he edminiſters ſtrong Conſolation.— 
1h:a he fta convince of Zudgment. Shall con- 
demn and caſt cut ihe Pritice of this World, intro- 
ducing a mult happy Change into the Heart and 
Life. Shall os in and carry on the Work of Grace, 
Sanctificat on, Checience, And all, through the 
joyfut Knowledge, together with the perſonal Ap- 
propr ation, ot chis juſtitying Righteouſneſs, 

That we might be mage the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
in Him. V\ hich cannot be intrinſically, but muſt 
be imputatively.— | his Interpretation Aþafro eſta- 
bliſhes, attempts at leaſt to eftabliſh, from the Te- 
nour of the Context; from the Apoſtle's Antithe- 
ſis; and from ſeveral venerable Names, But what 
are all theſe to Mr. ey? No more than the Ar- 
row and the Spear to Lev:athan, Nay, not ſo much. 


That 


and > wi i ® 7.23 — 
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That fcaly Monſter efermeth Iron as Straw, and Braſs 
as rotten Mood. But Mr. Iſley, caſed in his own 
Self- Sufficiency, eſteemeth all the aforementioned 
Evidences, as mere Nothings. He totally diſregards 
them. Reaſon, Grammar, Precedeats, are eclipſed 
by his bare Negative; and vaniſh into an Inſignifi- 
cancy, not worthy of Notice. 

When Aßpaſis, ſupported by ſuch great Authori- 
ties, ſays, This cannot be intrinfically,. but muſt be 
imputatively. Mr. ey, ſupported by his greater 
Self, replies, Both the one and the other.” —But 
does he duly advert to the Apoſtle's Subject, or fol- 
low the Clue of the Context? The Subjef? is Re- 
conciliation with G OD, Juſtification before GO, 
or that, whatever it be, which is implied in not in- 
puting Treſpaſſes. The Context intimates, that in- 
trinſic Holineſs is not yet taken into Conſideration, 
but is reſerved for the next Chapter. There the 
Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthiaus, not to receive this 
infinitely rich Grace of free Juſtification, in wain 
but to ſhew its Efficacy, to fhew its Excellency, 
and recommend it to the unbelieving World, by an 
unblameable Converſation, giving no Offince in any 
Thing. 

Juſtification then is the only Point, which the 
Apoſtle, in this Paſſage, conſiders; and Juſtifica- 
tion is the Fruit of imputed Righteouſnels ſolely, not 
of inherent Righteouſneſs in any Degree. This we 
muſt allow, unleſs we preier the Impoſitions of 
Trent, before the Conſeſlion of our Church. “ Faith 
& ſays unto us, it is not that I take away your Sins, 
« but CHRIST only; and to Him only I ſend you 
* for that Purpoſe, forſaking therein all your good 
« Words, Thoughte, and Works, and only put- 
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« ting your Iruſt in CHRIST.” Thus ſpeaks 


and thus teaches our reformed Church. —< If any one 
« fay, that Man is juſtified only by the Imputation 
« of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, or only by the 
« Remiſſion of Sins, without the Co-operation of 
« inherent Grace and holy Love, let him be ac- 
„ curſed *.“ Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathe- 
matizes, that Mother of Falſhoods. - Chooſe now 
your Side, For my Part, I renounce and abjure the 
proud and iniquitous Decree, If you perſiſt in your 
preſent Opinion, there will be an apparent Harmony 
between yourſelf and Rome, but an eflential Diffe- 
rence between yourſelf and Aſpaſzo. 
« GOD through him, firſt accounts, and then makes 
« us righteous.” How? Does GOD account us 
righteous, before he makes us ſo? Then his Judg- 
ment is not according to I ruth. Then he reckons 
us to be righteous, when we are really otherwiſe. 
Is not this the Language of your Doctrine ? This 
the unavoidable Conſequence of your Notion ? But 
how harſh, if not horrid, does it ſound in every Ear: 
Is not this abſolutely irreconcileable with our Ideas 
of the ſupreme BEING, and equally incompatible 
with the Dictates of Scripture? There we are taught 
that GOD juſtifth the Ungodiy.— Mark the Words. 
The Ungodly are the Objects of the divine Juſtihca- 
tion. But can He account the Ungodly righteous !? 
Impoſſible How then does he act? He firſt makes 
them righteous . — After what Manner? By im- 
puting 
* Si guis diæerit, hominem juſtificari, vel ſola imputatione 
juſtitiæ, vel ſola remiſſione peccaturum, excliſa gratia & cha- 
ritate, anathema eſto. Seſſ. vi Can. 11. 
+ Agreeably to this, our Church ſpeaks ; In Juſftif- 
cation of unjuſt we are made juſt before GOD; and adds, 


This is the ſtrong Rock and Foundation of Chriſtian Religion, 
Hom. of ſuſtit. Part 2. 


puting to them the Righteouſneſs of his dear SON, 
Then he pronounces them righteous, and woſt 
truly, He treats them as righteous, and moſt juſtly, 
In ſhort, then he abſolves them from Guilt; adopts 
them for his Children; and makes them Heirs of 
his eternal Kingdom. —In the grand Tranſaction, 
thus regulated, Mercy and Truth meet together. 
All proceeds in the moſt harmonious and beautiful 
Conſiſtency, with the ſeveral Attributes of GOD; 
with his whole revealed Will; and with all his righ- 


teous Law. 


« The Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith, is 
© both imputed and inherent.” — Then it is like in- 
terweaving Linen and Woollen ; the motly Mix- 
ture, forbidden to the Mraelites. Or rather, like 
weaving a Thread of the fineſt Gold, with a hempen 
Cord, or a Spider's Web.—The Righteouſneſs which 
is of GOD, is perfect, conſummate, everlaſting, 
Not ſo inherent Righteouſneſs, your own ſelf being 
Judge, and your own Pen being Witneſs. —In the 
Righteouſneſs which is of G OD, the Apoſtle de- 
fires to be found, before the great and terrible Tri- 
bunal of the LORD. His own Righteouſneſs, or 
the Righteouſneſs which is inherent, he abandons, 
as abſolutely improper for this great Purpoſe, Be- 
ing no more fitted to give him Boldneſs at the Day 
of Judgment, than Dung and Filth are fit to intro- 
duce a Perſon, with Credit and Dignity, to Court. 
— The Righteouſneſs which is of GOD, is unknown 
to Reaſon; is revealed from Heaven; and without 
the Works of the Law. Whereas, the Righteouſ- 
neſs inherent, is diſcoverable by Reaſon; was known 
to the Heathens; and conſiſts in a Conformity of 
Heart and Life to the Precepts of the Law,—By the 

| 8 latter 
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latter, we act, we obey, and offer our ſpiritual Sa- 
crifices unto GOD. By the former, we work no- 
thing; we render nothing unto GOD ; but only 
receive of his Grace. 

They are, therefore, not the ſame, but totally 
diſtinct. To blend and confound them, betrays Un- 
ſkilfulneſs in the Word of Righteouſneſs; derogates 
from the Honour of CHRIST, and tends to cheriſh 
a legal Frame, or, what the Scripture calls, 4 Spi- 
rit of Bondage. —If you would approve yourſelf a 
Workman, that need not be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the Word of Truth, thus you ſhould ſpeak, 
and thus you ſhould write; the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD, is always imputed. But, being imputed, it 
produces the Righteouſneſs inherent. Being juſti- 
fied by the former, ſaved from Hell, and rendered 
meet for Heaven; we are ſanctified alſo, and diſ- 
poſed to love the LORD, who has dealt ſo boun- 
tifully with us. And if to love, then to worſhip him; 
to ſerve him; to 1mitate him. | 

My Faith fixes on both the meritorious Life and 
atoning Death of CHRIST. © Here we clearly 
agree.“ —How can you clearly agree, either with 
ſpaſio; or with yourſelf; or with common Senſe ? 
—How with Aſpa/io? Since you queſtion, in direct 
Contrariety to his Sentiments, whether the Death of 
CHRIST be not the whole of what St. Paul ſtiles 
The Obedience of ON E.—tlow with your/eif For, 
did you not declare, a little while ago, that fallen 
Man „ is not juſtified by perfect Obedience?“ Is not 
CHRIST's meritorious Life perfect Obedience? 
If your Faith fixes on this perfect Obedience, is it 
not for the Purpoſe of Juſtification ? — How with 
Cem mon: Senſe ® Since you ſuppoſe, that the“ Scrip- 

ture 


ET. 10. REV. MR. WESLET. 259 


tc ture aſcribes the whole of our Salvation to the 
« Death of CHRIST,” fo entirely aſcribes it to 
the Death of CHRIST, “ that there was no Need 
& of his fulfilling the moral Law, in order to pur- 
c chaſe Redemption for us;“ what Reaſon, or Sha- 
dow of Reaſon can you have, to fix upon what we 
call the Merit of his Life ?—lf, what you ſuppoſe 
and afirm, be true, there was no Kind of meritori- 
ous Efficacy in his Life. His Life, and all his La- 
bours, were, in this Reſpect, a mere Superfluity. 
Salvation might have been obtained, and Redemp- 
tion purchaſed, without their Concurrence. There— 
fore, to fix upon them, is to fix upon a Phantom, 
and to reſt your Hopes upon a Thing of Nought. 


But ſtay. Am I not repeating the Miſconduct, 


which proved ſo fatal to the famous Earl of JYarwick 
and his Forces? At the Battle of Gladmore, while the 
Scale of Victory hung in Suſpenſe, they ſaw a con- 
ſiderable Body of Troops advancing. Suppoſing 
them to be Enemies, the Bowmen made a genera! 
Diſcharge, and galled them with their Arrows. But 
they ſoon perceived their Miſtake ; that they had 
been oppoling their Friends, and annoying their Al- 
lies. Perhaps, by this Time, you are become my 
Ally. You may have ſeen your Errors; may have 
corrected your Notions ; ſaying, in Ratification of 
both, “we agree.” 
That is, © I would no longer exclude the meritorious 
“ Obedience of CHRIST. But this, together with 
„ his atoning Death, I look upon as the only Cauſe 
« of my Juſtihcation.— This I call his Righteouſ- 
« neſs; and this, being imputed to me, becomes 
my Plea, my Portion, and rational Foundation 
tor my everlaſting Felicity,—This I receive by 
8 2 « Faith 
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Faith. Which I now look upon, not as conſti- 
te tuting any Part of my Recommendation, but on- 
ce ly as receptive of the Fulneſs, laid up for me in 
C CHRIST.—Though the Law of Works ſaith, 
&« do and live; I am now made ſenſible, that the 
« Law of Faith ſays, be verily perſuaded, that 
« CHRIST is ſufficient for thy Acceptance, with- 
e out any doing of thy own at all.—Since CHRIST 
ce is given to me, in the ſacred Record, given to me, 
« as a Sinner; to be received, without any Condi- 
« tions, I joyfully accept the Gift. I am ſatisfied 
« with his doing and ſuffering. They are divinely 
“ excellent, and infinitely fufficient. I neither wiſh 
&« for, nor think of, any Thing more, to obtain my 
« complete Salvation. —T his Way of Salvation ef- 
« fectually excludes boaſting; and, at the ſame 
« Time, produces thoſe deſirable Effects that Love 
« of GOD; that Delight in his Perfections; that 


Conformity to his Will; which the Law of 


« Works requires in vain.” 

If this is what you mean, by © we agree,” [I 
would ſeal and ratify the Agreement, with the laſt 
Wiſh, and the laſt Words, of the celebrated Father 
Paul, Efto perpetua. Be this the Caſe, and you ſhall 
have, not only the right Hand of Fellowſhip, but 
the right Hand of Pre-eminence.—Only I crave one 
Fayour in Return. Diſmiſs thoſe injurious Infinua- 
tions, which cauſe your Readers to ſuſpect, that A 
paſio conſiders the meritorious Life of CHRIST, 
ſeparate from his atoning Death. Whereas, he af- 
firms them to be inſeparable, like the Correſpondence 
of Motion between the two Eyes. Try, if you can 
make one of your Eyes move to the right, while the 
other wheels off to the left. When you have done 

this, 
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this, then, and not till then, may you have ſome rea- 
ſonable Pretence for theſe your Suggeſtions. 

Alas! Quantd de ſpe decidi ! I find my Hopes were 
too ſanguine. We are not come to the deſired Coa- 
lition. In this very Paragraph, you begin to fly off. 
By talking of imputed Righteouſneſs, you tell us, 
«© We are expoſed to an exceeding great Hazard; 
& even the Hazard of living and dying without ho- 
„ lineſs.” —Pray, Sir, have you ſeen a little Piece, 
written upon this Subject by the Rev. Mr. Mither— 
ſpoon 2 If you have not, let me recommend it to your 
Peruſal, In caſe you are ignorant of that powerful 
Influence, which Juſtification through the Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST, has upon Sanctification and 
true Holineſs, from this T reatiſe you may learn ſome 
valuable Knowledge, In caſe the Author of this 
Treatiſe is miſtaken, in maintaining the indiſſoluble 
Connection of Juſtihcation with true Godlineſs ; 
and the never-failing Efficacy of the REDEEM- 
ER's Righteouſneſs, to bring forth willing Obedi- 
ence in the Believer; you may have an Opportunity 
of rectifying his Sentiments. You may give us, in 
your next Publication, a Preſervative, not on! 
againſt unſettled, but againſt unſound Notions in Re- 
ligion. 

Theron, ſpeaking of Gems, ſays, when nicely po- 
liſhed, and prodigal of their Luſtre, they ſtand Can- 
didates for a Seat, on the virtuous fair one's Breaſt. 
— This diſpleaſes Mr. Veſley. Would he then have 
Gems placed on the vicious or laſcivious Breaſt ? Or 
would he have them put to no Uſe at all, but buried 
in Darkneſs? Did the ALMIGHTY pour ſuch 
Brilliancy upon them, only that they might be con- 
ſigned over to Obſcurity? Did he not rather array 


8 3 them 
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them with Luſtre and with Charms, that they might 
diſplay ſomething of his own Brightneſs ; incite his 
rational Creatures to admire his tranſcendent Excel- 
lency, and teach his faithful People to apprehend the 
Emphaſis of that animating Promiſe, They ſhall be 
mine, in the Day that I make up my Fewels, 

I can't reconcile this with St. Paul. He ſays, 
& not with Pearls : by a Parity of Reaſon, not with 
& Diamonds.“ Do you rightly underſtand St. Paul? 
Don't you dwindle his manly and noble [dea, into 
a Meanneſs and Littleneſs of Senſe ? Such as befits 
the ſuperſtitious and contracted Spirit of a Hermit, 
rather than the generous and exalted I emper of a 
Believer ; who flands faſt in the Liberty wherewith 
CHRIST hath made him free Our LORD ſays 
not, they that are ſplendidly apparelled, are appa- 
relled unſuitably to Chriſtianity, or in a Manner in- 
conſiſtent with the Fear of GOD. But they are 
in King's Courts, and their Dreſs is adapted to their 
Station. —Neither does St. Paul forbid the Uſe of 
Pearl, or coſtly Array, when a Perſon's Circumſtan- 
ces will afford them, and his Situation in Life may 
require them. He rather cautions againſt the Abuſe, 
againſt looking upon theſe glittering Things, as any 
Part of their true Dignity, on which they value 
themſelves, or by which they would be recommend- 
ed to others, The Word is not , put on &, 
nor Pope wear t, but open adorn, „Let them 
“not place their Excellency in ſuch mean Diſtinc- 
& tions; no, nor covet to diſtinguiſh themſclves, 
6 by theſe ſuperficial Decorations; but rather by the 
$* ſubſtantial Ornaments of real Godlineſs, and good 
„ Works, 


* Mark vi. . + Matt, xi. 8, 
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« Works. Which will render both them and their 
% Religion truly amiable,” 

The Apoſtle Peter obſerves the ſame Propriety of 
Speech, and the ſame Correctneſs of Sentiment, 
Theſe aderning, let it not be that outward adorning of 
wearing of Geld, or plaiting the Hair, or putting on of 
Apparel. Was this an abſolute Prohibition of the ſe= 
veral Particulars mentioned, it would forbid all kind 
of Cloathing, or the putting on of any Apparel. 
Take the Paſiage in your rigorous Senſe, and it con- 
cludes as forcibly againſt Garments, as againſt Or- 
naments; we muſt even go naked, and lay aſide our 
Cloaths, as well as our Gems. Whereas, under- 
ſtood according to the natural Signification of the 
Words ( o #6Tu.05, NOT wy T9 rope) it CONVEYS a 
very important, and a very ſeaſonable Exhortation ; 
«« Chriſtians, ſcorn to borrow your Recommenda- 
<« tions from the Needle, the Loom, or the Toy- 
* Shop. This may be the Faſhion of a vain World. 
„ But let ja Embelliſhments, or that which beau- 
tifies and diſtinguiſhes your Character, be of a ſu- 
perior Nature, Let it be internal; not ſuch as the 
Sheep have wore, or the Silk- Worms ſpun ; but 
ſuch as is peculiar to the immortal Mind, or the 
« Lidden Man of the Heart. Let it be ſulſtantial; 
e not tuch as the Moth corrodes, or ſuch as periſhes 
in uſing; but that which is not corruptille. Which 
e being planted on Earth, will be traniplanted into 
« Heaven, and being ſown in Time, will flouriſh to 
& Eternity.—Let it be that adorning, whoſe Ex- 
e cellency is unqueſtionable, and wheſe Praiſe is of 
« GOD, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spi- 
& it. Which will render you, not indeed like the 
% Grandecs of the Earth, but like the SON of the 
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* HIGHEST. Shewing, that you are united to 
F him; intereſted in him; and Partakers of his di- 
« vine Nature.“ 
In all Things, I perceive, you are too favoura- 
« ble, both to the Deſire of the Fleſh, and the Deſire 
« of the Eye. I rather think, Mr. JY:fley is too 
cenſorious of others, and too indulgent to himſelf. 
Why may not Theron wear his richly emboſſed Gold 
Watch, and his Lady uſe her golden Buckle ſet 
with Diamonds, as well as yau and I wear a filver 
Buckle “, or make Uſe of our filver Watch? Why 
may not an Ear] or a Counteſs +4, put on their Robes, 
ſumptuous with Embroidery, or their Coronet, glit- 
tering with Jewels, as inoffenſively, as you and I 
put on a Beaver-Hat, or trail after us a prunella 
Gown? There is no Neceſſity for this our Spruce- 
neſs. A fuſtian Jacket would keep our Backs warm, 
and a flannel Cap our Heads, as well as our more 
elegant Array. —Methinks, therefore, we ſhould 
either abſtain from all needleſs Finery in our own 
Dreſs, or elſe forbear to cenſure it in others. Ra- 
ther, we ſhould all, in our reſpective Stations, and 
accord- 


* That Mr. J/:/ey may not ſuſpect IT am pleading for 
Self-Indulgence, I will give him my Word, that I have 
never wore my ſilver Buckles, ſince I was in Mourning 
for his Royal Highne/5, Neither ſhall I have one uncaſy 
Thought, if I never put them on again. 

+ Should it be ſaid, The Perſons, to whom St. Peter 
wrote, were in mean Circumſtances. Therefore ſuch 
Grandees are out of the Queſtion. I anſwer, The Per- 
ſons for whom St. Peter wrote, were all Chriſtians to the 
very End of the World. Among theſe, though there 
may not be many grand, nor many noble, yet, bleſſed be 
GOD, there are me. And when theſe go to receive 
their celeſtial Crown, we truſt, it will be ſaid, 


— — Uno ablato non dificit alter 
Aureus. 
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according to our reſpective Circumſtances, uſe theſe 
Things, as not abuſing them. Remembering, that 
the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. Looking, 
therefore, for that City of the living GOD, whoſe 
Wall is of Jaſper, whoſe Buildings are of pure Gold, 5 

and whoſe Foundations are garniſhed with all Manner of 40 
precious Stones. But whoſe external Splendor is infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſed by the Glory of GOD, which lightens 
it, and by the Freſence of the LAMB, which is the 
Light thereof. —W hen we are bleſſed with clear Ap- | } 
prehenſions of this ineffable Glory, which ſhall be 

revealed; when we live under a delightful Perſua- 
ſion, that GOD hath given to us this eternal Life; 
Gems will have but little Luſtre in our Eye, and leſs 0 
and leſs Allurements for our Heart, All the Pomp 
of this tranſient World will appear to us, as the Pa- 
lace of Verſailles, or the Gardens of Stowe, would 
appear to ſome ſuperior Being ; who, from an ex- L 
alted Stand in Ather, ſhould contemplate the terra- g 
queous Globe: and at one View take in its vaſt Di- Þ 
menſions, its prodigious Revolutions, and its moſt 

copious Furniture. 

* You are a gentle Caſuiſt as to every Self-Indul- i 
gence, which a plentiful Fortune can furniſh,” — Ml 
I would conſider the End, for which theſe Things N 
were created; and point out, and enforce, their pro- 
per Improvements. They were created, not to tan- 

talize, but to treat us; not to enſnare, but to gra- 
tify us. Then they are properly improved, when we 
enjoy them with Moderation, and render them In- 
ſtruments of Uſefulneſs. When they are regarded as 
pregnant Tokens of our CREATOR's Love, and 
act as endearing Incitements of our Gratitude, — 
What you call my Caſuiſtry, is built upon a Maxim, 
which 
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which will never be controverted ; Every Creature of 
GOD is good, if recetued with T han#/givinxg, It is 
nothing elſe, but an Attempt to diſplay what is af- 
firmed in the former Clauſe, and to enforce, what is 
preſcribed in the latter, 

In the ſixth Letter, in the ninth, and in other 
Parts, Theron enumeratcs ſome of the fineſt Produc- 
tions, and moſt choice Accommodations, which the 
Earth, the Air, the Seas afford. —in Imitation of 
the Apoſtle, who, in one Sentence, expreſſes abun- 
dantly more, than my three Volumes contain; ZE 
giveth us all Things richly to enjoy. In Imitation of 
the Pfalmiſt alfo, who, in ſeveral of his Hymns, 
eſpecially in Pſalm civ. celebrates the profuſe Muni- 
ficence of JEROV AH ; profuſe, even in temporal 
Bleſſings, and with regard to our animal Nature, — 
Does our Nature call for ſomething to ſupport it ? 
Here is Bread, which flrengthens Man's Heart, and is 
the Staff of his Life. Does our Nature go farther, 
and covet ſomething to pleaſe it? Here is Hine, that 
mak:th glad the Heart of Man; regaling his Palate, 
and exhilarating his Spirits. Is our Nature yet more 
craving, and defirous of ſomething to beautify it;! 
Here is Oil, that makoth the Face te ſhine, hat thc 
Countenance may appear, both chearful and amia- 
ble. That Gaiety may ſparkle in the Fye, while 
Beauty glows in the Cheek, —Now [ cannot per- 
ſuade myſelf, nor is all Mr. ys Rhetoric pow- 
erful enough to convince me, that it is any Diſcre- 

dit, or any Error, to follow fuch Examples. 
But I mention the exquiſite Reliſh of Turlot, 
& and the Deliciouſneſs of Sturgeen. And are not 
„ ſuch Obiervations beneath the Dignity of a Mi- 
« niſter of CHRIST? Mr. I/:/ty does not ob- 


ſerve 
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ſerve from whom theſe Remarks proceed. Not from 
Aſpaſio, but Theron. To make him ſpeak like a Mi- 
niſter of CHRIST, or like a Chriſtian of the firſt 
Rank, would be entirely out of Character. It would 
have betrayed an utter Ignorance, or a total Diſre- 


gard of Horace's Rule; A 
Reddere perſone ſeit convenientia cuigue. 1 


However, I am willing to take all upon myſelf, and 
be reſponſible for the obnoxious Sentiments. I would 


only aſk, is any Thing ſpoken of, which the AL- 


MIGHTY has not made? and ſhall I think it 0 
beneath my Dignity, to magnify the Work of his 1 
Hands ? Is any Thing ſpoken of, which the AL- 0 
MIGHT Y has not beſtowed ? and ſhall I think it | 
a Diminution of my Character, to acknowledge the 1 


various Gifts of his Bounty? Has GOD moſt High 
thought it worthy of his infinite Majeſty, to endue 
the Creatures with ſuch pleaſing Qualities, as render | 
them a delicious Entertainment to our Appetites ? * 
and ſhall I reckon it a mean unbecoming Employ, 
to bear VViine{s-a this condeſcending Indulgence of 
the DEITY ee in recounting Benefits, 

is ſeldom deemed a Fault. It comes under no ſuch oil 
Denomination, in my Syſtem of Ethics. If Mr. Weſ- | 
ley has a better, in which Neglect and Inſenſibility 
are ranked among the Virtues, I muſt undoubtedly, 
upon thoſe Principles, drop my Plea, Where they 
are commendable, my Conduct muſt be inexcuſable, 
and if inexcuſable, I fear, irreclaimable. For I 
ſhall never be aſhamed to take a Fiſh, a Fowl, or a 
Fruit in my Hand, and ſay, “ A Preſent this, from 
« our all-bountiful CREATOR! See its Beauty, 
te taſte its Sweetneſs, admire its Excellency, and 

„ love. 
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& love and adore the great Benefactor. To us he 
„ hath freely granted theſe, and other Delights. 
„ Though He Himſelf in the Days of his Fleſh, 
« had Gall to eat, and Vinegar to Drink.“ 

« But the mentioning theſe in ſuch a Manner, is 
4 a ftrong Encouragement of Luxury and Senſua- 
4 lity.” If, to enumerate a „eto of theſe Dainties *, 
be a firong Encouragement to Luxury, how much 
more, to create them al/, and clothe them with ſuch 
inviting Properties, and recommend them by fuch 
delicate Attractives? But“ The mentioning them 
4 in ſuch a Manner.” What! Is this an Encou- 
ragement to Senſuality? To mention them, as ſo 
many Inſtances of divine Beneficence, and ſo many 


Motives to human Gratitude ? This, methinks, is 


the Way to prevent the Abuſe of our Animal Enjoy- 
ments, and to correct their pernicious Fendency. 
This is the Way to endear their adorable GIVER, 
2nd render them Incentives to Love. And the Love 
of GOD, is a better Guard againſt Luxury, a bet- 
ter Preſervative from Senſuality, than all the rigid 
Rules of the Cloyſter or Monaſtery. 

Upon the whole, however well affected Mr. Ve 
by may be to our civil, he ſcems to be a Kind of 
Malecontent, with regard to our ſpiritual Liber- 
ties. Thoſe I mean, which are conſigned over to 
us, in the Mag na Charta of the Goſpel. 

We have Liberty, through FESUSCHR IST, 
to uſe not one only, but every Creature of GOD. 
And to uſe them in a fanctified Manner, fo that they 
Hall not fenfualize our Affections, but refine and 
exalt them, by knitting our Hearts more inſeparably 


to their munificent CREATOR. According to 
that 
The Scripture calls them, Ra Dainties, Gen. xlix. 20. 


3 
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that Clauſe in the heavenly Deed, I. Things are yours. 
This you would curtail and diminiſh. 

We have Liberty to look upon ourſelves, as juſti- 
hed before GOD, without any Works of our own; 
made perfectly righteous in his Sight, without any 
perſonal Obedience whatever, Entirely through our 
Repreſentative and Surety, what he has ſuffered, in 
our Name and in our Stead, According to thoſe gra- 
cious Declarations, In the LORD have I Righteouſ- 
neſs, and by the Obedience of ONE ſhall many be made 
righteous, This you would ſuperſede and aboliſh. 

We have Liberty to claim and receive this un- 
ſpeakable Privilege, without performing any Con- 
ditions, or ſeeking any Pre-requitites. Having no 
other Qualification, than that of being loſt Sinners, 
and needing no other Warrant, than the divine 
Grant, made and recorded in the Word of the Goſ- 
pel. According to that moſt generous Invitation, 
Come, buy Ii ine and buy Milk, without Money and with- 
eut Price. According to that moſt gratuitous Con- 
ceflion, I hoever will, let him take of the Water of 
Life frecly. This you would clog and embarraſs. 

We have Liberty, through our LOR D's Atone- 
ment, to look upon ourſelves as made free from all 
Guilt, To conſider our Sins, as abſolutely blotted 
out, never to appear again, either to our utter Con- 
demnation, or to our leaſt Confuſion. 

The three firſt Articles of the Charge, I think, are 
made clear, too clear and undentable, in the Courſe 
of the preceding Letters. Should you challenge me 
to prove the laſt, I refer you to your Afize Sermon. 
There you tell us, that the Sins of true Believers, as 
well as of Unbelicvers, will be brought to Light, 

and 
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and expoſed before the whole World, at the Day of 
univerſal Judgment. 

Here, I mult do you the Juſtice to acknowledge, 
that you have not, as in your epiſtolary Animadver- 
ſions on Aſpaſio, required your Audience to aſſent, 
merely hecauſe you afirm. You attempt to eſtabliſh 
your Opinion by the Authority of Solomon; GOD 
ſhall bring every Wark into Fudgment, with every ſecret 
Thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. But 
you ſeem to forget, that the Sins of the Behever are 
r un ovicy Things that are not, GHRIST has 
blotted out, as a thick Cloud, our Tranſgreſſions; yea, as 
a thin Cloud, our Sins *,—Confider them as moral 
Stains, or Cauſes of Defilement; they are waſhed 
away by the Blood of FESUS. And ſurely the 
Blood of GOD, muſt have as powerful an Effect 
on our Souls, as the Waters of Fordan had upon 
Naaman's Body +.—Conſider them as contracting 
Guilt, or deſerving Puniſhment; they are vacated ; 
they are diſannulled ; and, like the Scape-Goat, diſ- 
milled into the pathleſs inacceſſible Wilderneſs, when 
fought for, they ſhall not be found. —Confider them in 
either of thefe Reſpects, or under any other Cha- 
racter, and they are, not only covered or ſecreted, 
but aboliſhed, Juſt as the Darkneſs of the Night is 


aboliſhed, 


Jai. xliv. 22. ny Nubes, t2y Nubecula. Thus Hous 
big ant tranſlates the Words; and, I think, very juſtly, 
he f:({t ſeems to denote an immenſe Arrangement of 
Clouds, covering the Sky. The ſecond ſignißes a looſe 
cetached Fragment, floating in the upper Regions. The 
firſt, fixed like a Vaul; the laſt, ſailing like a Skiff. This 
Senſe diverſifies the Prophet's Imagere, and, inllead of 
Tautology, preſents us with a beautiful Gradation, 


+ 2 Kings v. 14. 


LET. IO, REV. MR. WESLEY. 271 


aboliſhed, by the Splendor of this clear, ſerene, de- 
lightful Morning. 

Bring to our Sight, if you can, the Millſtone, that 
is caſt into the D-pths of the Sea, Reſtore to its 
former Conliſtence, the Cloud that is diſſolved in 
Rain. Or find one Dreg of Filthineſs in the new- 
fallen Snow, Then may thole Iniquities be brought 
azain into Notice, which have been done away by 
the High-Pricft of our Profeſſion, Which have 
been expiated by the perfect, molt efteftual, and 
glorious Oblation of Himſelf, —ftlis People, when 
riſing from the Bed of Death, will have no more Cen- 
ſcience of Sin in themſelves, They are fully and for 
ever free from the Acculation of others. So free, 
that Sin ſhall not ſo much as be mentioned unto 
them; no, nor even remembered by the LORD 
their GOD any more. They are made holy, un- 
blameable, and unreprovable in his Signt. And they 
ſhall be preſented, at the great Day, without Spot, or 
\Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. 

Thus may we, and thus may our Readers, be 
preſented ! So ſhall we meet each other with Com- 
fort at the awful Tribunal; with Joy amidit the 
Angels of Light, and with everlaſting Tranſport 
around the Throne of the LAM B,—To promote 
this bleſſed Event, is the fole Aim of theſe Remon- 
ſtrances, and the unfeigned Deſire of, 


Rev. Sir, Your, Sc. 


LEFT 
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Er. 


REV. SIR, 


Y laſt concluded with a Sketch of our Chriſ- 
tian Liberty, extracted from the Charter of the 
Goſpel, We have Liberty—to uſe all the Creatures, 
and in a ſanctified Manner—to conſider ourſelves, as 
made perfectly righteous, through the Obedience of 
CHRIST—to receive this grand Prerogative, with- 
out performing any Conditions—to look upon all 
our Sins, as totally and finally done away, through 
the Blood of FE SUS. 

Perhaps, you will aſk; Where is your Liberty 
from the Power of Sin? Does not this come within 
the Extent of your Charter ?—Moſt certainly. You 
injure our Doctrine, if you deny it. We are un- 
done irreparably, if we continue deſolate of it. 
Every other Immunity, without this crowning Pri- 
vilege, would be like the magnificent Palace and the 
beautiful Gardens of Pharaoh; while Swarms of 
Locuſts filled them, with their loathed Intruſion. 

But obſerve, Sir; Freedom from the Dominion 
of Sin, is the Reſult of all the preceding Bleflings. 
By revealing theſe in our Hearts, and CHRIST 
the Author of them, the HOLY SPIRIT acts 
as the SPIRIT of Liberty, You are a Philoſopher. 
You underſtand the Theory of Light. From the 
Aſſociation of various Rays, or the Mixture of many 

= Parent= 
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Parent-Colours, ſprings that firſt of Elements, and 
beſt of material Gifts, Light, So, from the 
Union, and united Enjoyment of all thoſe heavenly 
Treaſures, ſprings that moſt defirable Liberty, the 
Liberty of Righteouſneſs. — This is that Truth, which 
makes us free. This is that Knowledge, by which 
we are renewed after the Image of HIM, that cre- 
ated us. And theſe are the exceeding precious Pro- 
miſes, by which we are Partakers of the divine Na- 
ture, —Hence we are taught to love the LORD 
our G OD, and to delight in his adorable Perfecti- 
ons. By this Means, they look with a ſmiling 
Aſpect upon us, and are unſpeakably amiable to us. 
Under ſuch Views, we ſay of Sin; we ſay of all our 
evil and corrupt Affections; Do not J hate them, O 
LORD, that hate Thee? And am I not grieved with 
thoſe, that riſe up againſt Thee? I hate them with a 
perfect Hatred: I count them mine Enemies. 

Our SAVIOUR's Obedience, This Phraſe 
diſguſts Mr. Veſley. Therefore he cries; O fay 
„ with the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR's 
« Death and Merits.*'—Aſpaſio ſpeaks with St. Paul, 
By the Obedience of One. He ſpeaks with St. Peter; 
Faith in theRighteouſneſs of our GODand SAVIOUR. — 
He ſpeaks with the rrophets Iſaiab and Jeremiah; 
In the LORD have I Righteouſneſs ; and FE HOY AH 
is our Righteouſneſs, Having theſe Precedents, he 
need not be very ſolicitous, who elſe is for him, ot 
who 1s againſt him. 

Though not very ſolicitous about this Matter, he 
is ſomewhat ſurpriſed at your vehement Addreſs ; 
that you ſhould exhort him ſo earneſtly to“ ſpeak 
« with the good old Puritans.” Has not your Printer 
committed a Miſtake? Did not the Clauſe ſtand 
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thus in your Manuſcript? “ With my good Friends 
& the Arminians.” They indeed diſapprove this 


Expreſſion. Becauſe it is, when rightly underſtood, 


a Dagger in the Heart of their Cauſe.—But as to 
the Puritans, they are, one and all, on the contrary 
Side. Their Language is a perfect Union with 4/- 
paſio's. They glory in the meritorious Obedience of 
their great MEDIATOR. They extol his imputed 
Righteouſneſs in almoſt every Page; and pour Con- 
tempt upon all other Works, compared with their 
LORD's.—W hat will not an Author afirm, who 
ventures to affirm or inſinuate that the Puritan Wri- 
ters diſuſe this Manner of ſpeaking? For my Part, 
I know not any Set of Writers in the World, fo 
eminently remarkable, for this very Doctrine, and 
this very Diction. I ſaid, in a former Letter, we 
would enquire into this Particular. But the Enquiry 
is quite unneceſſary. It would be like UVriel's ſcarch- 
ing for the Sun, while he ſtands in its Orb, and is 
ſurrounded with its Luſtre. 

« We ſwarm with Antinomians. And we mutt 
{warm with Perſons, whoſe Hearts are Enmity againſt 
the Law of G OD, fo long as yeur Tenets find Ac- 
ceptance. Who can delight in a Law, which nei- 
ther has been, nor can be fulfilled by them? Which 
bears Witneſs againit them, and is the Miniſtration 
of Death unto them? Teſtifying, like the Hand- 
Writing on Belſhazzar's Wall, 7 hou art weighed in 
the Balances, and found wanting :—W hereas, when 
when we ſce it fully ſatisſied on our Behalf, by our 
SURE T Y's Obedience; no longer denouncing a 
Curſe, but pronouncing us bleſſed; not purſuing 
vs, like the Avenger of Blood, but opening a City 
of Refuge, for the Safety of our Souls; we ſhall 


then 
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then be reconciled to its Conſtitution and Deſign. 
We ſhall then take Pleaſure in its Precepts and Pro- 
hibitions. We ſhall ſay with the Pſalmiſt; LORD, 
what Love have I unto thy Law ! All the Day long is 
my Study in it. | 

Aly Houth foall frew forth thy Righteouſneſs and thy 
Salvation—* Thy Mercy which brings my Salva— 
ce tion,” ſays Mr. Weſiey, in Oppoſition to the 
Senſe, aiigned by Aſpaſio. Which Senſe has been 
vindicated already, I thall therefore not renew my 
Arguments, but only expreſs my Wonder. 

As Mr. I:/ley is a Miniſter of the Gotpel, I won- 
der, that he ſhould ſ{tudiouſly ſet aſide, what is the 
Peculiarity and Glory of the evangelical Revelation. 
« Mercy which brings Salvation,“ is what an un- 
enlightened eto might have preached ; nay, what a 
more ignorant Heathen might have taught. But 
Salvation through a divine Righteouſneis, as the 
adequate and meritorious Cauſe thereof, is the diſ- 
tinguiſhing Doctrine and the ſovereign Excellency 
of the Goſpel. 

As Mr. Miley is a Sinner, I wonder, he ſhould 
chuſe to weaken the F oundation of his own and our 
Hope. Why Mercy alone? Is it not better to put 
our Truſt in Mercy, erecting its Throne on a Pro- 
pitiation, and thence holding forth the golden Scep- 
tre? By the Obedience of IMMANUEL, the Law 
is fatisfied, as to its Penalty; is fulſilled, as to its 
Precept; and is in every Reſpect, unſpeakably mag- 
nified. This ſheys us the inexhauſtible Fountain of 
Mercy, unſcaled; and every Obſtruction to its free 
and copious Flow, removed. 


* * 
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As Mr. Meſley is zealous for the Honour of G OD, 
I wonder, he ſhould not prefer that Method of Sal- 
vation, by which every divine Attribute is moſt 
abundantly glorified. This is not done, by expect- 
ing Pardon and Acceptance from Mercy alone; but 
by expecting and receiving them, through our REH. 
DEEMER's Righteouſneſs and Blood. Then we 
have a Diſplay, not only of infinite Love, but of in- 
flexible Juftice, and incomprehenſible Wiſdom. Here, 
they mingle their Beams, and ſhine forth with 
united and eternal Splendour, 

Conſidering Theſe Things, I am ſtill inclined to 
embrace Aſpaſio's Interpretation of this, and ſuch- 
like Paſſages of Scripture. Wherein Salvation is aſ- 
cribed to divine Mercy, exerciſed through the Obe- 
dience and Death of CHRIST. Which gives as 
great a Heightening to the Bleſſing, as the Atmo- 
ſphere gives to the Rays of Light, or as the Light 
itſelf imparts to the Scenes of Creation. 

Thoſe divine Treaſures, which ſpring from the 
Imputation of C HRIST's Righteouſneſs. Not 
a Word of his atoning Blood,” —I wiſh, you 
would turn back to Apaſio's Definition of this Phraſe, 
as it is laid down at the Beginning of the Confe- 
rence; to be the Ground-Work of all the Dialogues, 
and of all the Letters. You will then perceive, 
that there is not a Word of this Kind, but CHRIST's 
atoning Blood is included in it. Without this, his 
Righteouſneſs had not been perfet, Without this 
his Righteouſneſs could not be imputed. Some Peo- 
ple have a- treacherous Memory, and really forget 
Things. Others have a perverſe Mind, and reſolve 
not to regard them, Which of theſe is Mr. Veſey's 

| Caſe, 
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Caſe, I preſume not to ſay; let his own Conſcience 
determine. | 

"Tis true, we © love to ſpeak of the Righteouſ- 
« neſs of CHRIST.” Yet not becauſe © it af- 
& fords a fairer Excuſe for our own Unrighteouſneſs.“ 
For indeed it affords no Excuſe at all. On the con- 
trary, it renders Unrighteouſneſs quite inexcuſable. 
Becauſe it yields new and nobler Motives to all holy 
Obedience, But we love to ſpeak of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST, becauſe it is the moſt comprehen- 
five Expreſſion, and the grandeſt Theme in the 
World.— The me? comprehenſrve Expreſſion ; as it 
denotes all that he has done and ſuffered, both his 
meritorious Life, and his atoning Blood. —T he 
grandeſt Theme. Conſider all thoſe Bleſſings, which 
have been vouchſafed to GO D's People, before our 
SAVIOUR appeared on Earth; add all the Bleſſings, 
which will be vouchſafed, until the Confummation 
of all Things: Conſider all that Good, which is 
compriſed in a Deliverance from the nethermoſt 
Hell; together with all that Bliſs, which is contained 
in the Pleaſures and Glories of the heavenly State. 
All theſe to be enjoyed, through a boundleſs Eter- 
nity; aud by Multitudes of redeemed Sinners, num- 
bericis as the Sands upon the Sea-Shore. Then 
aſk ; What is the procuring Cauſe of all? Whence 
do theſe ineſtimable Benefits proceed? From the 
Righteouſneſs, the ſole Righteouſneſs of FESUS 
CHRIST. Is it not then worthy to be uppermolt 
in our Thoughts, and foremoſt on our Tongues ? 
Might not the very Stones cry out, and reproach our 
Inſenſibility, if we did not love to talk of this di- 
vinely precious Righteouſneſs f 


T2 Faith 
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Faith is a Perſuaſion, that CHRIST has ſhed 
his Blood for mne, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in 
my Stead. I can by no Means ſublcribe to this 
„Definition.“ You might very ſafely ſubſcribe to 
this Definition, if you would ſuffer St. Peter to 
ſpeak his genuine Sentiments. Detcribing the Faith 
of the primitive Chriſtians, he calls it Hi £& de 
eouuny Faith in the Righteouſnc/5, He ſays nothing of 
the atoning Blood. But docs te therefore exclude 
it? He ſpeaks of nothing but the juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs. And will you totally diſcard it? It is the 
central Point in his Faith, and ſhall it have no Place 
in yours? —Righteouſneſs, he eſlures us, was the 
Object of the Believer's Faith, even the Righteouſ- 
nels of eur GOD and SA TOUR JESUS CHRIST. 
But how could this be the Object of their Faith, if 
it was not fulfilled in their Stead? Or how could 
they truly believe in this Righteouſneſs, if they did 
not regard it, as performed ſor them, and imputed to 
them? 

« There are Hundreds, yea Thouſands of true 
& Believers, who never once thought, one Way or 
e the other, of CARI[ST's fulfilling all Righte- 
& ouſneſs in their Stead.”—T hen their Faith is like 
the Sight of the Perſon, who jaw Men as Trees walk 
ing. He ſaw them indeed, but very dimly, in- 
diſtinctly, confuſedly. And 'tis pity, but they were 
more thoroughly inſtrucdted unto the Kingdom of 
GOD. Not one of thoſe Thouſands, provided he 
fixes his Hope wholly upon the Merits of CHRIST, 
would reject this delightful I ruth, if it was offered, 
with ſcriptural Evidence, to his Underſtanding. 
Reject it! No ſurely, He would joyfully embrace 
it, if offered, with that ſingle, but undeniable Evi- 
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dence; CHRIST was made Sin for us, though He 
knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteonnf; of 
GOD im Him. 

“ You perſonally know many, who to this Hour 
© have no Idea of CH HEISS T's Rightcouſneſs,” — 
Surely then it behoves you, as a Lover of Souls, 
and as an Ambaſſador of CHRIST, to teach them 
the Way of GOD more perfeAly *. So doing, you 
will be employed much more ſuitably to your Func- 
tion, and much more profitably to your Brethren, 
than in your preſent Attempt. By which, you 
would weaken the Hands, and defeat the Deſigns of 
thoſe, who endeavour to ſpread abroad the Savour 
of this Knowledge, in every Place. And who, 
notwithſtanding all that you perſonally know, muit 
unalterably perſiſt in their Method. Which is, to 
regulate their Definition of Faith, not by the State 
of your ſuppoſed Believers, but by the expreſs De- 
claration of the unerring Word. And from this, 
they have Authority to maintain, that Faith in the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, is a funda» 
mental Principle to every Believer, who underſtands 
upon what Foundation he is ſaved, 

Theſe your Acquaintance, though they have no 
Idea of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, yet “ have 
« each of them a divine Evidence and Conviction, 
« CHRIST tkved me, and gave Himſelf for me.''— 
In this Caſe, don't you take rather too much upon 
you * Have you then the apoſtolical Giſt of diſcern- 
ing Spirits? If not, it will be impoſſible for you to 

_— know 


* Mr. Ley cannot ſay; What! Teach a Doctrine, 
which I diſapprove? Since he himſelf has allowed it; 
has approved it; has ſet his Scal 0 it; again and again, 
in the Courſe of theſe his Rematss., 
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know the Man, excluſive of yourſelf, who is cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed of this divine Evidence, You may 
form a charitable Judgment or a prevailing Hope. 
Which ſeems to be the utmoſt you can warrantably 
claim with regard to others. And while you enter- 
tain this Hope, we ſhall allow it to indicate the Be- 
nevolence of your Heart; but cannot admit it, as a 
Proof of your Point: That People may be full of 
Faith and Love, yet have no Idea of CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs. —We would alſo caution you to take 
Heed, leſt, through an immoderate Fondneſs for in- 
creaſing the Number of your Converts, you are led 
to deceive yourſelf and others; regiſtering thoſe as 
real Believers, whom the LORD hath not regiſtered, 
By this Means, you may be confirmed in your Un- 
ſcriptural Notion, that the Righteous fall away, and 
the Faithful apoſtatize, Whereas, they who fall 
away, were righteous only in Appearance, and they 
who apoſtatize, were no otherwiſe than profeſſion- 
ally faithful. What you ſee drop from the Sky, is 
not a Star, but a Meteor only. 

Faith is the Hand which receives all that is laid 
up in CHRIST—Aſaſro expreſſes himſelf thus; 
CHRIST is a Store- Houſe of all Good. What- 
ever is neceſſary to remove our Guilt, whatever is 
expedient for renewing our Nature, whatever is pro- 
per to fit us for the eternal Fruition of G OD, all 
this is laid up in CHRIST. And all this is re- 
ceived by Faith, for our Application, Uſe, and En- 
joyment.— To this Mr. Meſley ſubjoins a Word of 
Objection ; but not in due Seaſon. Aſpaſis is diſ- 
playing the Efficacy of Faith; Mr. J/:/ley's Argu- 
ment is levelled againſt the Indefectibility of Faith. 
However, as it is your favourite Objection, it ſhall 


not 


. 
, 
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not be treated as an Intruder. © If we mate Hip- 
« wreck of the Faith, how much ſoever is laid up in 
*& CHRIST, from that Hour we receive nothing.“ 

Have you never heard of the Anſwer, which the 
Spartan States returned, to an inſolent and barba- 
rous Embaſſy, from Philip of Maceden? You may 
read it, in the Book you ate cenſuring; and may re- 
ceive it as a Reply to this, and your other Surmiſcs 
of this Nature. It was all compriſed in that ſingle 
Monoſyllable I F.—A mere Frofeſſor may make 
Shipwreck of the Doctrine of Faith; a true Belicver 
does not make Shipwreck of the Grace of Faith. 
No, nor ever will, unleſs CHRIS T's Interceſtion 
be made of none Effect, I hade prayed, that ſuch 
Faith fail not. 

288 Anſwered already, in Number 285. 

Ajpaſr9, deſcribing the dreadful Nature of the 
Command, given to Abraham, ſays; Thy Hands 
muſt lift the deadly Weapon; thy Hands muſt point 
it to the beloved Breaſt; thy own Bands muſt urge 
its Way, through the guthing Veins and the ſhiver- 
ing Fleſh, till it be plunged in the throbbing Heart. 
— Are not theſe Deſcriptions far too ſtrong?“ This 
is ſubmitted to the Judgment of the Reader. I would 


only obſerve, that the more ſtrongly the Horrors of 


the tremendous Deed are repreſented, the more 
ſtriking will che Difficulty of the Duty appear. 
Conſequently, the more efficacious and tilumphant 
the Power of Faith.“ May not theſe Deſcriptions 
„ occaſion unprofitable Reaſonings in many Rea- 
&« ders?” What unprofitable Reaſonings may be 
occaſioned, I do not pretend to gueſs, But the juſt 
and natural Reflection, ariſing from the Conſide ra- 
tion of ſuch a Circumſtance, is; 4 What has Faith 

e wrought ! 
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« wrought ! It purifies and exalts the Affections. It 
„ 1nvigorates and ennobles the Soul. Makes it bold 
« to undertake, and ſtrong to execute, every great 
« and heroic Work, I ſee, therefore, it is not in 
% vain, that the Scripture ſo frequently inculcates 
Faith; lays ſo remarkable a Streſs upon Faith; 
& and places it in the very Front of all Chriſtian 
& Duties.” This is the Victory that cvercometh the 
#7or ld, overcometh Self, overcometh all Things. 

How could he ( Abrahar) juſtify it to the World? 
„% Not at all.“ — True; not to the unbelieving 
World. They will argue, as Mr. Veſley on another 
Occaſion. 4+ What! Stab his Son, his beſt-beloved, 
his oaly Son to the Heart? Could the GOD of 
Goodneſs command ſuch a Piece of Barbarity? Im- 
poſſible] JI could ſooner be a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, 
than I could believe this. It is leſs abſurd to deny 
the very Being of a G OD, than to make Him an 
almighty Tyrant.“ —But to the Believing World, 
who fear the LORD, and hearken to the Voice of 
his Servants, Abraham's Conduct will never ſtand in 
Need of a Vindication. By them it will be highly 
extolled, and greatly admired, It will be an undeni- 
able Demonſtration of the Reality and Sincerity of 
his Faith; of its very ſuperior Elevation, and in- 
vincible Strength. 

You take the direct and certain Way to obtain 
ſubſtantial Comfort. The Righteouſneſs of our 
LORD TESUS CHRIST, aſter which you en- 
quire, about which you are ſolicitous, is a never-failing 
Source of Conſolation. Thus Aſpaſio writes to T he- 
ren“ What! Without the Atonement ?”* cries 
Mr. J/ſey. To which he adds, in a following Para- 
graph; “ 50 the Death of CA&KTST is not ſo much 
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This puts me in Mind of an Ob- 


©« as named.“ 


jection, no very formidable one, made againſt that 


introdutory Exhortation to the Common Prayer, 
Dearly beloved Brethrer. Bo Ad ſaid a candid 
Examiner, Nomen have no Part in your Worſhip, 
They are not ſo much as named. But i forbear. If 
you are not aſhamed of repeating, 1 am aſhamed of 
refuting, ſo frequently refut: 1; ſuch an empty Cavil, 
And, I believe, the Reader 15 tired with us both. 
306. I have no great Ot;eCtion to your Alteration 


of Aſbaſios Comment. Suppoſe, we compromiſe 


Matters, and conſider the Oil. poured on Aaron's 
Head, and emptying itſelf from Zzchorial's Olive— 
Tree, as typical both of the Merits and the SPIRIT 

CHRIST. Which, like Light and Heat in the 
Sun, are indiſſolubly connected. Or, to make uſe 
of a ſacred Illuſtration, are like the living C 'reatures 


and the Wheels in EzetiePs Vilion. . Dei thei 
oy WEN, the M heels went by them. I hen the 
living Creatures were lift up from the Earth, the Ir heels 
were lift up, \V eee the former were to go, 
the latter went alſo.— For the fake of obliging vir. 
Fly, I call this a Compromiſe. But if h 
prevail on himſelf to read the Paraphraſe on the t 
Paſſages, without Prepoſſeſſion, he will f 
Aſſociation of Senſes anticipated by A Pas, 

Has the Law any Demand, ſays 4/paj;z 2 It muſt 

o to CHRIST for Satisfaction. F 
draw this injurious Conſequence, hen I am not 
& obliged to love my Neighbour, CHRIST has 
« ſati * * the Demand of the Law far me. This 
Objection has alteady received an Anſwer, 

I ſhall therefore content myſelf with ſnewing, why 
I call your Concluſion injurious. Becauſe, like the 


* 13 © 
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deaf Adder, it ſtoppeth the Ear, againſt my own 
Explication of my own Phraſe. A Note is added, 
on purpoſe to limit its Senſe, and obviate your Miſ- 
repreſentation. This you totally diſregard, and ar- 
gue as if no ſuch Precaution was uſed. The Note 
informs you, that the Law—the commanding Law 
is ſatisfied with nothing leſs than perfect Obedience, 
and the broken Law inſiſts upon condign Puniſh- 
ment. Now if it muſt not, for Satisfaction to both 
theſe Demands, go to CHRIST our divine Huſ— 
band, where will it obtain any ſuch Thing? Who 
is able to give it, among all the Children of Adam ? 

However, leſt we offend, needleſly offend any 
Reader; I promiſe, that in caſe the Providence of 
GOD and the Favour of the Public call for a new 
Edition, Aſpaſis ſhall alter his Language. Thus 
the Paragraph ſhall ſtand; Does the Law demand 
« perfect Purity of Nature, and perfect Obedience 
« of Life? It muſt go to HIM for Satisfaction. 
« Do we want Grace, and Glory, and every good 
« Gift? We may lool: to HIM for a Supply. To 
« HIM, in whom it hath pleaſcd the FATHER, 
« that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell,” 

For all his People—With this Phraſe Mr. Ie, 
is chagrined. This he will not ſuffer to paſs with- 
out Animadverſion. Though he mu? know, it Pre- 
zudice has not blinded his Underſtanding, that it 1s 
pure Scripture. Why does he not ſhew the ſame 
Diſſatisfaction, with the Angel that appeared unto 
Foſeph, and with Zechariah the Baptiſt's Father; 
The former of whom ſays; He ſhall fave h:s People 
from their Sins. The latter declares ; He ſhall give 
Knowledge of Salvation unto his People, by the Re- 
miſſion of their Sins, Why does he not put the 


ſame 
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ſame Queſtion unto them, and draw the ſame In- 
ference upon them? * But what becomes of all 
« other People? - Sometimes Mr. /7/:y is fo at- 
tached to the Scriptures, that nothing will pleaſe 
him, but ſcriptural Expreſſions. Here he is fo wed— 
ded to {c!f-Opinon, that even ſcriptural Expreſſions 
will not paſs current, when they {cem to thwart his 
own Notions. 

For «ll his People From this Expreſſion, though 
uſed by a Prophet, authoriſed by an Angel, and to 
be found in many Places of Scripture, Mr. I/:/tey 
deduces ſome very offenſive and dreadful Conſe- 
quences. So dreadful, that he“ would ſooner be 
« a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than he could be- 
& lieve them.“ - My dear Sir, let me give you a 
Word of friendly Advice, before you turn Turk, or 
Deiſt, or Atheiſt—See, that you firſt become an 
honeſt Man. They will all diſown you, if you go 
over to their Party, deſtitute of common Honeſty. 

Methinks, I hear you ſaying, with ſome Emo- 
tions; What do you mean by this Advice? Or what 
Relation has this to the Subject of our preſent En— 
quiry? -A pretty near Relation. Out of Zeal to 
demoliſh the Doctrine of Election, you ſcruple not 
to overleap the Bounds of Integrity and Truth.— 
Myſterious till ! I know not what you aim at,— 
Then be pleaſed to review a Paſlage, in your Book 
on Criginal Sin; where you have thought proper to 
make a Quotation from my Diatogues. It relates to 
that great Doctrine ot the Gulpel, CARIST becoming 
the Repreſentative and fœderal Head vi Sinners. 
Upon this Occaſion , ys; “ As Alam was a 
ce public Perfon, and acted in the Stead of all Man- 
„kind; fo CHRIST was a public Perſon, and 


9 acted 


285 LETTERS TO THE LET, II, 


& acted in Behalf of af! his People. As Adam was 
„the firſt general Repreſentative of this Kind, 
«© CHT was the ſecond and laſt.” Here, you 
ſubſtitute the Word Mankind, inſtead of this Kind ; 
and thereby lead the Reader to ſuppoſe, that Aſpaho 
conſiders our glorious Repreſentative, as ſtanding in 
this Capacity to the whole human Race; than 
which nothing can be more injurious to the Senſe of 
his Words. 

] at firſt thought it might poſſibly be the Effect of 
Inadvertency. But could a Perſon of Mr. Meſſey's 
Diſcernment, allow himſelf to nod over a Paſlage, 
which he knew to be of a critical and controverted 
Import ?—Perhaps, it might be the Printer's Fault; 
an Error of the Preis. I would willingly have admit- 
ted one of theſe extenuating Circumſtances, till I 
came to the Bottom of the Page. Where, to my 
great Aſtoniſhment, I found the following Words, 
incloſed within the Marks of the ſame Quotation, 
and aſcribed to H,,. All theſe Expreſſions de- 
&« monſtrate, That Adam (as well as CHRIST) 
& was a Repreſentative of all Mantind.“ Then | 
could no longer forbear crying out; There is T reachery, 
O Ahbaziah ! A falſe Quotation, not made only, but 
repeated, cannot be owing to Negligence, but muſt 
proceed from Deſign. Ard this, I ſhould think, 
can never be defended, no, nor with a good Grace 
excuſed, by Mr. J/:/:y's moſt devoted Admirers. A 
ſtudious Altcration of our Words, and an evident 
Perverſion of their Meaning, are defenſible by no Ar- 
guments, are excuſable on no Occaſion. 

Quite inexcuſable this Practice. And is not your 
Language equally offenſive? Is not your Conclu— 
lion very precipitate ? when you ſuppoſe Ape, 
though 
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though uſing the Words of Scripture, yet repreſenting 
G OD, as © an almighty Tyrant ?”—Surely, you 
had better forbear ſuch horrid and ſhocking Expreſ- 
ſions. Eſpecially, as you cannot deny, that many 
Paſlages in Scripture, ſeem at leaſt to countenance 
this obnoxious Ii enet. As you very well know, that 
mace Perſons, eminent for their Learning and ex- 
emplary in their Lives, have written in Defe ence of 
it, and bled for the Confirmation of it. As we have 
Proofs more than a few, that vou are far from being 
infallible in your Judgment; vea, far from being in- 
variable in your Opinion. Witneis vour former No- 
tions of Matrimony: Witneſs the Character you 
formerly gabe of the Acravuian Brethren © And the 
Eſteem which you once had, for the Myſtics, and 
their Writings.—Conſidering yourſelf, therefore, it 
would better become you to be diffident on ſuch a 


Subject, and ſay, “ That which I know not. LORT 


X 
59 * . 
&« teach thou me. And li ag ne, it can never be- 
Come yous On any Sub ect % 4 at: 2 , TO br we * 1 


& Out 
into ſuch Language, as ovght not to be named 
among Chriſtians: Uugnt to have no Place, but in 
the bottomleſs Pit,-- L bis is an Admonition, which, 
while I ſuggeſt to you, ir. 1 charge on myſelf. 
The three following Paragraphs relate to a Doc- 
trine, Which vc arc fond to Attack, and which 2 
paſio ſtudiouſly declines. It conſtitutes no Part of 
his Plan. It forms not ſo much as the OQut-Works. 
Be it demoliſhed or eſtabliihed, the grand Privilege 


— : I 
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and the invaluable Blcfinz, of Juſtification through 
the Righteouſneſs of C77RIST, remains unſhaken, 


* 4 1 13 eg 133 V 3 8 : 5 
ſtands immoveable.— In applying this to ourfeives, 


3 * SY 


7 


we proceed neither upon univerſal nor particular Re- 
demption, but only upon the divine Grant, and tne 


di ine 
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divine Invitation. We aſſure ourſelves of preſent 
and eternal Salvation, through this perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, not as Perſons elected, but as Perſons, war- 
runted by the Word of GOD ; bound by the Com- 
mand of GOD ; and ed by the SPIRIT of GOD. 
— | herefore, while you are encountering this Doc- 
trine, I would be looking unto FESUS; be view- 
ing the Glory of my LORD; contemplating HIS 
Perfection, and my own Completeneſs in HIM, 
If I divert, for a Moment, from this delightful 
Object, it is only to touch upon one of your Re- 
monſtrances. You fuppoſe, that, according to the 
Cawwiniſtic dcheme, GOD denies what is neceſſary 
for preſent Comfort and final Acceptance, even to 
ſome who ſincerely ſeek it. This is contrary to 
Scripture, and no leſs contrary to the Doctrine of 
your Opponents. However, to confirm yourſelf in 
this Miſapprehenſion, you aſk, © Would you deny 
« it to any, if it were in your Power? - To ſhew 
the Error of ſuch a Sentiment, and the Fallacy of 
ſuch Reaſoning, I ſhall juſt mention a recent melan- 
choly Fact. | 
News is brought, that the Prince George Man of 
War, Admiral Eroderick's own Ship, is burnt, and 
ſunk, and above four hundred Souls, that were on 
board, are periſhed, Six Hours, the Flames prevailed; 
while every Means was uſed, to preferve the Ship 
and Crew ; but all to no Purpoſe. In the mean 
Time, Shrieks and Groans, bitter Moanings, and 
piercing Cries, were heard from every Quarter. Rau- 
ing, Deſpair, and even Madneſs preſented them- 
ſelves, in a Variety of Forms. Some ran to and fro 
diſtracted with Terror, not knowing what they did, 
or what they ſhould do, Others jumped over-board, 


trom 
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from all Parts; and, to avoid the Purſuit of one 
Death, leaped into the Jaws of another. Thoſe 
unhappy Wretches, who could not ſwim, were 
obliged to remain upon the Wreck, though Flakes 
of Fire fell on their Bodies. Soon the Maſts went 
away, and killed Numbers. Thoſe, who were not 
Killed, thought themſelves happy, to get upon the 
floating Timber. Nor yet were they ſafe ; for, the 
Fire having communicated itſelf to the Guns, which 
were loaded and ſhotted, they ſwept Multitudes 
from this their laſt Refuge, What ſay you, Sir, to 
this diſmal Narrative? Does not your Heart bleed? 
Would you have ſtood by, and denied your Succour, 
if it had been in your Power to help? Would not 
you have done your utmoſt, to prevent the fatal Ca- 
taſtrophe? Yet the LORD ſaw this extreme Diſ- 
treſs. He heard their piteous Moans. He was able 
to ſave them, yet withdrew his Aſſiſtance. Now, 
becauſe you would gladly have ſuccoured them if you 
could, and GOD ALMIGHTY could, but would 
not ſend them Aid ; will you therefore conclude, 
that yon are above your LORD, and that your Lov- 
ing-Kindneſs is greater than His? I will not offer to 
charge any ſuch Conſequence upon you. I am per- 
ſuaded you abhor the Thought. 

« The Wedding Garment here means Holineſs.” 
— Thus ſaying, you depart from Bengelius, for whom 
you profeſs ſo high a Regard, Bengelius overlooks 
your Expoſition, and gives his Vote for Apaſio's. 
Heac veſtis oft juſtitia CHRISTI, Awed by fo ve- 
nerable an Authority, you have not ventured to ex- 
clude this Senſe from your Comment. Tou have 
admitted it, into your expoſitory Notes, yet will 
not allow Aſpaſſo to admit it, into his Diſcourſe with 

Theron. 


290 LET TERS T FHR LET. II. 


Theron. Theſe are your Words; © The Wedding- 
« Garment, that is, the Righteoulneh of CHRIST, 
e firſt imputed, then implanted.” Which, by the 
Way, 1s not perfectly accurate, nor according to 
the Language of the Goſpel, The Goſpel diſtin— 
guiſhes between the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
and cur own Righteouſneſs. That which is im— 
puted, goes 5 the former, that which is im- 
planted, under the latter Denomination. 

However, let us conſider the Circumilances of the 
Caſe, and we ſhall find, that our common Favourite 
Bengelius bas Probability and Reaſon on his Side. 
The Gueſts mentioned in this Parable, conſiſted of 
poor Outcaſts, collected from the Highways and 
Hedges. Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that People in 
ſuch a Condition, and coming at a Minute's Warn- 
ing, ſhould be able to furniſh themſelves with a Dreſs 
of their own, ſuitable to the grand Occaſion. Here 
then perſonal Holineſs is put out of the Queſtion, — 
But we muſt 8 0 (which is conformable to the 
Eaſtern Cuſtoms) that the King had ordered his Ser- 
vants, to accommodate each Gueſt from the royal 


Wardrobe 


. Th At es ich m1 ight nave this add! tional 
"Token of hi 


1s Sovereign's Favour, and all might be 
arrayed in a Manner, becoming the magnificent So- 
lemnity. This l CO! reſponds with the Nature 
of imputed Richteouſnets, 


(; 


Farther; the Banquet you will readily allow, is 
the Pardon of Sin, and Peace with G OD, the di- 
vine SPIRIT, and eternal Life. From all which, 
uniting their happy Influence, true Holineſs ſprings, 
To ſay „that Ho liess! is the Wedding-Garment, ne- 
ceſſary for our Introduction to this Banquet, ſavours 
of Abſurdity like ſaving Holineſs is neceflary 


Hoit- 
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Holineſs—it is abſolute Legality; for it makes the 
Performance of all Duties, tne Way to the RE- 
DEE ME R's Grace—it implies an Impoſubility; 
the Sinner, that can exerciſe Holineſs, before he re— 
ceives CHRIST and his SPIRIT, is like the dead 
Man, who ariſes and walks, before he is reſtored to 
Life. 

The grand End which Gr OD propoſes in all his 
favourable Diſnenſations to fallen Man, is to demon— 
ſtrate the Sovereignty of his Grace, * Not ſo.“ — 
Do you mean, 4ſpaſi9 nas not ſpoken ſo? That you 
have mitrepreſented his Senſe ? Have clipped and dif- 


figured his Coin? If this is your Meaning, you 
ſpeak an undoubted I ruth. His Words are, o 
« demonſtrate the Soverci2nty, and advance the 
„ Glory of his Grace.” Why did you ſuppreſs the 
laſt Clauſe ? Was you afraid it would ſupply the De- 
tciency, which you charge on A/fa/7, and expreſs 
the Idea of imparting Happineſs ? If ſo, your cars 


are juſt enough. Why did you not take into Conſt- 


deration thoſe 'I'exts of Scripture, with which 4 


p1r/;9 confirms his Tenet ? Ought you not to have 


overthrown thoſe Jeſtimonies, betore you deny his 
Doctrine? Otherwiſe, you oppoſe your own Au- 
thority, to the Deciſien of a Prophet and of an 
Apoſtle. 
“ Not fo, e Mr. Veſey. To impart Hap- 
„ pineſs to his Cre: S, is his grand End herein.“ 
— 1 he Cevout | 8 ſneaks otherwiſe; I have cre- 
atcd Him for my Gery. The wife Moraliſt ſpeaks 
otherwiſe; The LORD hath created all Things for 
2 The holy Apoſtle fpeaks otherwiſe; 79 
e Praiſe of ihe Glory of his Grace, From which, 
141 from innumera ble oth er Flaces of 3 
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the Reaſon of the Thing, and from the very Nature 
of the SUPREME BEING, it appears, that the 
primary leading Aim, in all GOD's Works, and 
all GOD's Diſpenſations, is his own Glory, The 
Felicity of his Creatures, though not ſeparated from 
it, though evidently included in it, is ſtill ſubordi- 
nate to it. And ſurely it is very meet and right ſo to 
be. Can there be a nobler End, or more worthy of 
an infinitely wiſe Agent, than the Diſplay of thoſe 
ſublime Perfections, for which, and through which, 
and to which, are all Things? Could GOD make 
any other Being the principal End of his acting, He 
would undeiſy himſelf, and give his Glory to another. 
Does any Creature imagine his own Happineſs to 
be a higher End, than the divine Glory? He thereby 
uſurps the GODHEAD, making, as far as in him 
lies, JEHOV AH the Subject, and Himſelf the 
Sovereign. 

« Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty.” The 
Word barely is not uſed by Aſpaſio. But it gives ano- 
ther Specimen of Mr. //:/ey's Integrity, in ſtating 
Truth, and doing Juſtice to his Opponents.—1t is 
not ſaid, the ole, but the grand End. Therefore, 
would any unprejudiced Perſon conclude, there muſt 
be ſome other, though inferior Purpoſe. No, ſays 
Mr. Weſtey; hence I infer, that it was barely to de- 
monſtrate his Sovereignty. Do you ſo? Then your 
Inference is of a Piece with the Quotation, that as 
valid, as tis is faithful. 

ce Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty,” is a 
Principle of Action fit for the great Turk, not for 
the moſt high GOD. Such a fraudulent Quota- 
tion I have not often ſeen, no, not in the Critical 
Reviewers, To mark the Sentence with Commas, 


and 
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and thereby aſſign it to Apaſio, is really a RMaſter- 
piece, eſpecially, aſter you have thruſt in the Word 
barely, and lopped off the Word Crace. You have 
treated the Paſſage worſe than Nahaſh King of An- 
mon, treated the Ambaiadors of David. They were 
aſhamed to ſhew their Faces, under ſuch Marks of 
Abuſe and Diſgrace. I am no leſs aſhamed of the 
Claule, as you have mangled and ditguiſed it. But 
reſtore it to its true State; let it wear its native AC 
pect; then ſee what is blameable, or what is of- 
fenſive in it. 

The grand End, which GOD propoſes, in all 
his favourable Diſpepſations to fallen Man, is, to 
demonſtrate the Sovereignty, and advance the Glory 
of his Grace. — The Glory, that it may appear rich, 
unbounded, and infinitely ſurpaſſing, all we can 
wiſh or imagine, — The S:verer72ty, that it may ap- 
pear free, undeſerved, and abſolutely independent on 
any Goodneſs in the Creature. — That Sinners may 
receive it, without waiting for any amiable Quali- 
ties, or performing any recommending Conditions, 
That, when received, it may {top the Mouth of 
boaſting ; may cut oft all Pretenſions of perſonal 
Merit; and teach every Tongue to ſay, Not unto us, 
O LORD, not unto us, but unte thy Name be the 
Praiſe. 

And ſhould we not greatly rejoice in this Method 
of the divine Procedure? That the LORD orders 
all Things relating to our Salvation, fe the Praiſe of 
the Glory of bis Grace? Can any Thing be more-ho- 
nourable to our Nature, or more tranſporting to our 
Souls? Can any Thing fo firmly eſtabliſh, or ſo high= 
ly exalt our Hopes? Angels, Principalities, and 
Powers; all intellectual. Creatures, in al! Ages, and 
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all Worlds; are to look unto vs, unto us Men they 
are to look, for the moſt conſummate Diſplay of 
GOD's Grace, Our Exaltation and Felicity are to 
be the Mirror, in which the wondering Cherubim 
and Seraphim will contemplate the ſuperabundant 
Gooeneis of IEH OVA H. How great mult that 
Honour and that Happineſs be, which are intended 
to exhibit the ſulleſt, faireft, brighteſt View of 
CG(OD's infinite ly & Jorious Grice ! How ſure muſt 
that Honour and H: ppineſs be, which are ſo inti- 
mately connected with the Glory of the omnipotent 
King! Which can no more fail of their Accon pliſh— 
ment, than the amiabie Attributes of the GOD- 
HEAD can be ſtripped of their Luſtre | 
OD is 2 bone Yccan of Good. © Nay, 
& that Ocean is far from boundleſs, if it wholly 
ce patſics by nine Tenths of Mankind,” —What, if 
it had piled by all Mankind, as it certainly did all 
the Devils, would it have been the leſs boundleſs on 
that Account? 1 wiſh, methinks, you would ſtudy 
the Evil of din more, and not ſo frequently obtrude 
upon us a Subject, of which neither you nor 1 ſeem 
to be Malers, Then we ſhould neither have hard 
Thoughts GOD, nor high Thoughts of out- 
ſelves. 

You cannot ſuppoſe, GOD would enter into a 
freſh Covenant, with an izjo.vout and attained Crea- 
ture . I he ſe are A fass Words, To which Mr. 
I:fley replies; © 1 both ſuppoſe and know He did.“ 
Satis cum imperio, Then be pleaſed, Sir, to ſew 
us, where the Almighty entered into a Covenant 
with fallen Auun; tor of him we are ſpcaking. Pro- 

duce 


* In/olvent and attainted Creature, Mr. Wefſey has 


changed into a Rebel.“ 
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duce the original Deed 
1 ranferip E Aud we will t: wy 2 your Word, when it 
is backed with ſuch Authority. 
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GOD n 1 the new Covenant with CHRIST g 
and cha 8 Him with the l'erformance of the Con- 
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ditions, © I deny both -tieſe Aſlertions.“ And 
what is your Reaſon for this Denial? is it deduced 
from Scripture ? Nothing like it, Is it founded on 
the Nature of Things? No A \ttempt is made towards 
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it. But you vourſeif affrm, that theſe Afﬀertions 
5 ” . . a 7 * © 

„ are the central roint, wherein Ca:vintm and An- 


oe en meet. r, in other Words, they 
tend to eſtabliſh, what you diſlike; and to over- 
throw, what you have taught. This is all the 


Cauſe, which you affen for your Denial. TI cannot 
but wiſh, that, whenever I engage in Controverſy, 
my Adverſary may be fur niſned with ſuch Argu- 
Llents. 


F 4. i” NO n—_— * 2 . 
I GU deny the Allertions now. But don t vou for- 


get, What you allowed and maintained a little while 
ago? when ou yourſelf, adopting a Paſlage from 
, * . 4 k Es. Ty v # ' 
heron and Aba "called CHRIST © a fœderal 
„ Head 15g, what is a federal Head, but a 
Perſon with whom a Covenant is made, in Behalf of 
a 6.36 1 r 
himſelf and others? Here your 3 Was ac- 
a {1 "iy 21013t e. FY Pit . LS 8 508 ht 4 'y r MT; oh A 
COFOIRY UIILO 1 rut. — bbs 7 wk | Gly 114 Cl n 
Ofce, is CHRIST; whoſe: Life is Ml his own, 
. * * * » 
who 15 avic to merit, and mighty to ſave. But abſo- 
+ 1 » g = * 1113 1 10 „ iy - 
lute) y UT t for it, Ute Inca 9 10 1 Or Its | ien Man; 
FPPP FV. ß 
whole Li iſe is forfeited, whoſe moral Ability is loſt, 
8 O04: LYCNT 
and whoie very Nature is E imiy Aagalnic is D. 
1 % gp 8383 
] have made a Covenant with my choſen.— 
1 i * * : : (?.. 83 22 * _ * 
&« Namely, With David my Servant.” rue; with 


David as in CHRIST, or rather as a Type of 
2 CHRIST. 
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CHRIST. You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST 
is called by this very Name, The LORD, ſpeak- 
ing by the Prophet ZEzekzel, ſays, I will ſet up one 
Shepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, even my 
Servant David. Was David beloved * CHRIST 
was incomparably more ſo. -Was David GO 's 
choſen one? CH IST was fo likewiſe, and in a 
far ſublimer Senſe, and for infinitely more momen- 
tous Purpoſes. aS David G OD's Servant? So 
was FESUS CHRIST, and, by his Services, 
brought unſpeakably greater Honour to the LORD 
his G OD, than all Kings on Earth, and all the 
Princes of Heaven. - Several Parts of this Pſalm, mu/? 
be applied to CHRIST; and if ſeveral of them muſt, 
the principal of them may and ought. 

He will waſh you in the- Blood, which atones, 
znd inveſt -you with the Righteouſneſs, which juſti- 
fies. Why ſhould you thus put aſunder conti— 
* nua ty what G OD has joined?” How difficult is 
it, to pleaſe Mr. IYeflez! When Aſpaſio ſpoke of 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, without particularly men- 
tioning his Blood, you faid it was better to mention 
them both together; it behoved us, never to name 
the former, without the latter. Yet here, when 
both are mentioned, and the particular Uſe of each 
is ſpecified, you complain- of his putting aſunder 
what GO has soit ned, which, in Truth, is no d! 
joining, but an Iluſtration and Ampliſication of vi 
unſearchable Riches of CHRIST. 

GOD kimfelf f, at the laſt Day, pronounces them 
righteous, becauſe they are intereſted in the Obedi- 
ence of the RED EEME R. Rather, becauſe 
« they are walhed in his Blood, and renewed by his 
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« SPIRIT.” GO will juſtiſy them in the laſt 
Day, in the very ſame Way, whereby he juſtified 
them in this World 4 namely, becaule they Are int "..- 
EDrEEMVMER As 
for their een by the SPIRIT, though it will 
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reſted in the Obedience of wie i 


1141 
then be perfect, yet it will be no Cauſe of their Ace 
quittal, but "he b f rivile = = Of thoſe wo re AC Q' ere, 
— A Proof of this, at leaſt an Atteſtation of it, the 


World has received from your own Pen. “ For 


« neither our own inward nor outward Ricnteoutls 
ce neſs is the Ground of our Juſtification. Holincts 


« of Heart as well as Holineſs of Life, is not the 
„ Cauſe, but the Effect of it. The %% Cauſe of 
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& Gur Acceptance with GOD, is the Righteouſneſs 
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